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DOCUMENT STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

BY WILL llf. CLEMENS. 

'fhe Revenue stamps of the United 
States are of historial value, in as much 
that the~· played an important part in 
the civil war in America. They com­
posed a form of government taxation 
made from necessit~·, during the days of 
emergency in 18H2. 

The National Cougress.b.r an act pass­
ed July 1, 18112, levied a stamp tax or 

· duty on hundrerls of the daihr neceBBi­
ties of the people. This resulted in an 
issue of document stamps in 1862 in 
,·alue from one ce!'lt to $200,the standard 
colors of the stamps being blue, red, 
and green ; their use being confi nerl to 
legal documents of all kinds, pla:•ing 
cards, photographs, recei11ts, telegrams, 
express packageH, etc. 

The first is.r.iue of clol'umcnt 8tamps in 
1862 were unperforatecl. The~· were is­
sued during the next two yeal'l" only 
and are consequently classed among- the 
rare stamps of our country. 
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DOCUMENT STAMPS, 1862, UNPERFQR­

ATED. 

(Head of-\Y ashingtou in oval, various 
borders.) 

EACH. 
le Express ............................. $ 30 
le Playing Cards.................... 80 
le Proprietary........................ 1 75 
le Telegraph......... . . ..... .. .. . . .... 80 
2c Bank check, blue............... 10 
tc Bank check, orange............ 75 
2c l'ertificate, blue................. 75 
2c Certificate, orange,.............. 75 
2c Express, blue..................... 60 
2c Express, orange . . .. . . ... .. . . .• . 4 
2c Pla;ring Cards, blue............ 2 
2c Pla~·ing Cards, orange......... 2 50 
2c U. 8. Int. Rev................... 2 
2c Proprieta~·. blue................ 2 
2c Pro1>rietary, orange............ 2 
3c For. Exchange ... ,............... 85 
ac Pla~·ing Cards.................... 3 
:k Proprietar~-... .. . . . .. ....... .. . . . .. 2 
:~c Telegraph.......................... 1 
4c Inland Exchange............... 1 25 
4c Playing Cards.................... 6 
4c Proprietar~·........ .. . . . . . . ... . . ... 2 
;)c Agreement......... .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . 1 
!">e Certificate.......................... 50 
:)c Express............................. 50 
;)C Inland Exchange............... 50 
.1c Playing Cards.................... 4 
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6c Inland Exchange............ . . . .. 2 
lOc Bill of Lading.................... 85 
lOc Certificate .......................... 35 
lOc Contra:ct.......... ......... ......... 35 
lOc Inland Exchange................. 3!5 
lOc Power of Attorney.............. 60 
15c Inland Exchange............... 50 
20c For. Exchange.................. 50 
20c Ind. exchange.................... 30 
25c Bond................................ 50 
25c Certificate.......................... 50 
25c Entry of Goods................... 50 
25c Insurance . . .. .. . .. .... .. . .. .. .. .... 50 
25c Life Insurance.......... .... .. . .. 75 
25c Power of Attorney.............. 75 
25c Protest.............................. 1 
25c 'Va.rehouse Receipt............ I 
30c Foreign Exchange............... 50 
30c Inl. Exchange.................... 35 
40c Inl. Exchange.................... 50 
50c Conveyance........................ 50 
50c Entry of Goods.................. 50 
50c For. Exchange................... 50 
50c Lease................................ 1 
50c Life Insurance................... 1 
50c Mortgage ...... ... ...... ......... .. 75 
50c Original Process................. 50 
50c Passage Ticket......... ....... .. .. 75 
:50c Probate of Will.................. 4 00 
50c Surity Bond............... .. .. .... 75 
60c Inland Exchange................. 75 
70c Foreign Exchange......... ... .. 90 
$1 Conveyance......... ...... ... ... .. 75 
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1 Entry of Goods .................. . 
1 Foreign Exchange ............. . 
1 Inland Exchange ............... . 
1 Lease ................... ... ......... . 
1 Life Insurance .................. . 
1 Manifest .......................... . 
1 Mortgage ......................... . 
1 Pass Ticket ....................... . 
1 Power of Attorney ............ .. 
1 Probate of Will .. ............... . 

Sl 30 For. Exchange .............. . 
1 50 In. Exchange ................ . 
1 60 Tor. E xchange .............. . 
1 90 Tor. Exchange .............. . 
2 Conveyance ................... . 
2 Mortgage .. .................... . 
2 Probate of W ill ............. . 
2 50 In. Exchange ................ . 
3 Charter Party ................ . 
3 Manifest ........ ............... . 
3 50 Inland Exchange .......... . 
5 Charter Party ............... .. 
5 Conveyance ................... . 
5 Manifest ... .................... .. 
5 Mortgage .. .................... . 
5 Probate of Will ............. . 

10 Charter Party ................ . 
10 Conve~rance ................... . 
10 Mortgage .. .. ..... ...... ... ... . . 
10 Probate of Will ........... .. . 
15 Mortgage .. .... .... .. .......... . 
20 Conveyance ... ................ . 

75 
75 
50 

110 
1 25 

8.5 
1 25 
2 

75 
1 50 
5 50 

50 
2 

12 
1 50 
1 50 
2 
2 50 
2 50 
2 

15 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
4 

20 Probate of Will .............. 25 
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25 Mortgage....................... 5 
50 U: 8. I. R ..................... 10 
200 U.S. I. R ...................... 25 

In July, 1864, a new Internal 1-teve­
nue act was past by the United States 
government and additional burdens 
were imposed upon the people. The 
new issue of stamps were similar to those 
of 1862, in color, value and styl~, ex­
cepting the.t they were perforated. 

These document stamps had to be af­
fixed to all instruments of writing des­
ignated by the law, covering every 
known form of business or legal paper, 
none of which were valid or could be 
placed on record without them. 
DOCUMENT STAMPS, 1864, PERFORATED. 

(Head of Washington in oval, various 
colors.) 

EACH. 
le Express ............................ $ 02 
le Playing Cards.................... 50 
le Proprietary........................ 0'2 
le Telegraph......... . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. 03 
2c U.S. Int. Rev................... 01 
2c Be.nk Check, blue .......... ,.... 01 
2c Bank Check, orange............ 01 
2c Certificate, blue................ 50 
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2c Certificate, orange ... ... .. .. . ... 25 
2c Express, blue ......... :........... 05 
2c Express, orange ......... :........ 10 
2c Pluying Cards, blue............ 15 
2c Playinl( Cards, orange........ 30 
2c Proprietary, blue................ 03 
3c Proprietary, ora.nge............. 50 
3c Foreign Exchange.............. 03 
3c Playing Cards.................... 1 50 
3c Proprietary ..................... .".. 05 
Be Telegraph.......................... 10 
4c Inland Exchange ....... .. ..•... 01 

- 4c Playing Cards.................... 1 10 
4c Proprietary.......... ...... . . . . . . .. 08 
5c Agreement.................. .... .. 01 
5c Certificate.......................... 01 
5c Express......... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 05 
5c Foreign Ex............ ...... ... . . . 04 
5c Inland Exchange............... 01 
~c Playi!1g Cards......... ......... .. 50 
De Propnetary......... . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . 75 
6c Inland Exchange................. 02 
6c Proprietary . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 00 

lOc Bill of Lading......... .. . . .. . .. .. 05 
lOc Certificate . . .. . . . .. .... .. . .. .. . . . ... 01 
10c Contract............................ OJ 
lQc Foreign Ex........................ 08 
lOc Inland ExC'hauge......... ........ 01 
lOc Power of Attorney.............. 02 
lOc Proprietary ......... .............. l 00 
l5c Foreign Ex ......... ...... ........ 15 
l5c Inland Exchange............... 02 
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20c For. Exchange ............... .. : 15 
20c Ind. exchange.................... 02 
25c Bond................................ 10 
25c Certificate.......................... 01 
2.5c EntryofGoods................... 05 
25c Insurance .. .. .. . .. .... .. . .. .. .. .... 01 
25c Life Insurance.......... ...... ... 10 
25c Power of Attorney......... . . . .. 01 
25c Protest.............................. 12 
25c ·w nrehouse Receipt............ 25 
30c Foreign Exchange............... 1.5 
30c lnl. Exchange.................... 02 
40c Inl. Exchange:': .................. 02 
50c Conveyance........................ 01 
50c Entry of Goods.................. 01 
50c For. Exchange................... 20 
501.: T ... ease...... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 50 
51lc Life Insurance................... 05 
50c Mortgage . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .. .. 05 
50c Original Process................. 01 
50c Passnge Ticket......... .... .. ... .. 15 
50c Probate 1,f Will.................. 1 10 
50c Surety Bond....................... 05 
60c Inland Exchange ....... ........ _ 02 
70c Foreign Exchange.............. 02 
81 Conveyance....................... 10 
1 Entry of Goods................... 04 
1 Foreign Exchange.............. 02 
1 Inhnd Exchange................ 02 
1 Lease................................ 05 
1 Life Insurance................... 10 
l Manifest .. .... . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. 20 

( 
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1 Mortgage . . . .. . . . . . ... .. . .. .... . . .. 1 50 
1 Pass Ticket. .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 1 50 
1 Power of Attorney.............. 10 
1 Probate of Will.................. 25 

81 30 For. Exchange............... 15 
1 50 In. Exchange................. 10 
1 60 For. Exchange............... 50 
1 90 For. Exchange............... 50 
2 Conveyance.................... 04 
2 Mortgage. _....... ... . .. . . . . . . .. 03 
2 Probate of Will.............. 25 
2 50 In. Exchange . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. 05 
3 Charter Party.;............... 06 
3 Manifest......... . . .. .. . .. ... . . . 08 
3 50 Inland Exchange .. . . . . . . . .. 35 
5 Charter Party......... . . .. . . .. 30 
5 Conveyance.................... 10 
5 Manifest......................... 40 
fi Mortgage......... .. . .. . . . .. .. .. 30 
5 Probate of Will.............. 21) 

10 Charter Party......... . .. . .. .. 50 
10 Conveyance.................... 1 
tO Mortgage ................... ,... 50 
10 Probate of Will ...... ........ 50 
15 Mortgage....................... 2 
20 Conveyance......... ......... .. 2 
20 Probate of Will .............. 25 
26 Mortgage . . .. . . ... . .. . . . . .. . . . 2 
50 U. S. lnt. Rev............... 3 
1200 U. 8. lnt. Rev................ 10 . 

In 1871, the government had eatah­
-li@Md the tax on all articles, excepting 
abolished 
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matc~es, medicines und legal doc­
uments. For the latter cla88 a ne\\ 
.series of document stamps were is.sued 
in value from 1 cent to $500. of the 
color of blue and bhtck. 

U. 8. DOCUME:-IT STAMPS, 1871. 

EACH. 
8 1 Blue .............................. ~ 02 

2 Blue.............................. 01 
3Blue......... ..................... 02 
4 Blue.............................. 03 
5 Blue.............................. 01 
G Blue.............................. 15 

10 Blue.............................. 01 
15 Blue.............................. 10 
20 Blue............................... 02 
25Blue......... ......... ............ 01 
30 Blue.............................. 05 
40 Blue.............................. 05 
~OBii.:e.............................. 01 
tiO Blue............................... 05 
70 Blue.............................. 05 

l 00 Blue.............................. 01 
1 30 Blue.............................. 1 50 
150 Blue.............................. 15 
l tiO Blue.............................. 1 50 
l 90 Blue.............................. 1 50 
iOOBlue.............................. 15 
2 50 Blue.............................. 15 
:{ 00 Blue.............................. 25 
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3 50 Blue.............................. 75 
500Blue.............................. 15 

10 00 Blue.............................. 1 50 
2000Blue ......... : .................... 1000 
25 00 Blue.............................. 5 00 
50 00 Blue.............................. 7 50 

20000 Blue .............................. 20 00 
500 00 Blue .............................. 100 00 

In 1872 the government is1med stil1 
another 8eries of g-overnment stampe 
very similar to the last named issue, 
The series wa11 in value from one cent 
to 820. 

U. B. DOCUMENT STAMPS, 1872. 

8 1 Claret ................................ 8 5 
2 Orange.............................. 1 
4 Brown ............................... . 
5 Orange.............................. 4 
6 Orauge .............................. · 15 

15 Brown................................ 5 
30 Orange.............................. 5 
40 Brown................................ 5 
60 Orange ... . .. . .. . . . .. ... . . . . . . .. . . . . 5 
70 Green ................................ 15 

1 00 Green. ............................... 12 
2 00 Vermillion .......................... 15 
2 50 Claret . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . ... . . . . . . . ... .. 15 tf 
3 00 Green . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 2.5 
5 00 Vermillion.......................... 15 
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10 00 Green ................................ 2 00 
20 00 Orange .............................. 5 00 

2 Orange on Green, 1874......... 2 
2 Blue, 1875, perforated.......... 1 
2 Blue, 1880, rouletted ............ 1 00 

At this time the tax on matches wa.S 
taken off. 1871 the government had is­
sued a special proprietary stamp, differ· 
ing from those in use on legal docu· 
ments. The series 1 cent to 6 was issued 
in 1871, the series from 50 cents to 85 
in 1874, and the 10 cent stamp in 1875. 

PROPRIETARY BTAMPB, 1871-75. 

VIOLKT. GREEN. 
$ 1 Bluok and Green ...... 8 02 ..... $ 02 

2 .. " 01..... 01 
3 .. " 03..... 05 
4 .. " 02.. ... 01 
5 " " 15..... 15 
6 " " 15. .. .. 15 

10 .• " !') •.•.• 25 
50 " " 1 50 ..... 1 50 

I 00 " 2 00..... 2 00 
1>00 ,, " 5 00 ..... 5 00 

1878-82. PERF. ROUL 

a 1 Green ..................... 1 01.. ... Sl 00 
2 Brown..................... 01. ...• 1 50 
3 Orange.................... 02 ..... 1 50 



12 CA.TA.LOGUE. 

I 4 Red brown . ... .. . .. ..... 03..... 1 00 
4 Red........................ 15 ..... 150 
5 Black.................. ... 10 ..... 1 50 
6 Blue....................... 05 ..... 1 50 
6 Purple.................... 15 .... . 

10 Blue ....................... 1 00 .... . 
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