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PHILATELIC SocrETY. 

Stapleton, Richmond County, 

NEW YORK. 

~·-----

Adopted Septernber 8th 1886. 

All f vrmer rules are hereby can~lled, 

ARTICLE I. 

Name of tlie. Suciety. 

SEc1'10N 1.-This ~ociety ehall be called 
" Tlte k''lalen island Philatelic Society'' 

(Verein fur BriefmarkenkundE' auf St.ateu IslaLid), 
a.nd its meetings shall be held in Stapleton, Richmond 
County, N~ Y. 



ARTICLE II. 

Obfet:I of the 8ociety. 

SKcTION 2.-The object of this Society is the study, col­
lecting and interch1inge of pos~.age stamps, ei.velope!I, postal 
cards, etc., and the 1fo•cnssion of subjects relating thereto. 

ARTICLE III. 

Me m b e 1· ,<( h i p. 

SECTION 3.-The membersh:p of this Society shall be 
di v itled iu tu the following classes: 

Active Mem hers, 
Corresponding Members, 
Honorary Members. 

SEC. 4 .-The first class (Active Members) shall consti­
tute the governing body of the society, from which all of­
ticers and committees m11st be elected. 

SKc. 5.-Tbe sP.cond nlass (Corr~sponding Members) shall 
consist of tbose who, by reason d residence abroad, or dis· 
ta.nee frum place of meetirg, do not desire to become active 
memb•~rs. They are expectc~d to take ao interest in the 
objects of the society, and to aid it by contributions or in­
formation. 

~Ee. 6.-Tbe third class (Honorary MemberE-) shall con­
sist of those persons who, by virtue of valuable service in 
the cause of Philately, arc considered deserving of the dis­
tinctive title of honorary members. 

SEC. 7.-Candidates for membership io either of the above 
classefl, must b~ eighteen (18) years of age, or above, and 
propo!ials ·mus.t be made in writing, by an active member 
of the society, at one of its meetings, and shall be referred 
to the Executive Commit.tee, who ~ball report thereon at. 
the next meetiu,2', when the ballot takes place. 
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SEc. 8.-No candidate shall be entitled to membership 
without t.he consent, by ballot, of a simple majority of the 
members present. at a regular meeting. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Government. 

SxcnoN 9.-The governing board of officers of the So-
ciety shall be as follows: 

Presid1mt, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary and Librarian, 
Treasurer, 
Executive CommittP.e of two members. 

Sxc. 10.-The term of each office shall be for one year 
from date of annual election and shall hold office until their 
successors be elected. A Rimple majority of the members 
present at such meeting, shali be sufficient for election. 

SEC. 11.-It shall be the duty of the President to preside 
at all meetings of ·the society and act as cLairmau on all 
Vommittees. 

SEC. 12.-It shall be the duty of the Vice-Pret!idenl to 
preside, in case of the absence of the President, at all meet­
ings, and, iu the absence of both, a temporary cha!rman 
shall be appointed. 

SEC. 13.-The Secretary shall keep accul"Ste minutes of 
all transactions and proceedings of the society. He shall 
conduct all its correspoudl'nce, Jceepiog copies thereof m a 
book provided for that purpose. Notify members of their 
election and give notice of all meetings, at least. three (3) 
days in advance of such meetings. All letters received by 
him in his official capacity, shall be fileJ among the archives 
of the society, and furthe1·more, in doing duty as Librul'ian, 
he shall take charge of ali books and papers belonging to 
the society, and shall keep the same in ~ood order. 
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Sxc. 14.-The Treasurer shall receive and disuunie all 
mone1 s, provided that no moneys sh~ll he e.xpeoded bf 
l11m, "Xcept by orders to that effect, duly voted upon bv 
the members present at a regular meeting. He shall keep 
a. strict al:connt, in writing, of all moneys which he may so 
receive and disburse, in books kept for that l'urpose, to· 
gether with all acco•mts relating to the society; and these 
books of accounts fha11, at all reasonable times, be open to 
the i11spection of the so~iety or any of its memLers. 

Se:c. la.-The Executive Committee snall inquire into the 
merit.· of all applicants for membership, and report thereon 
to the l!Ociety at the next meeting. IL shall alao aC't as a 
standioiz committee of reference for any matters that may 
be duly rel°erred to it by tLe society; as well at1 Lt• exam­
ine and approve the annual statements reported by thP. 
treasurer and se~retary. 

'SEc. 16.-The Secretary and Treasurer shall turn over at 
the termination of their oftfoes a.11 lette~, moneys' vouch­
ers, documents, books and other properties belonging to the 
society to their successors m good order. 

ARTlCJ,E v. 
Tl1e Meetinga. 

~ECTIO:• 17.-The regular monthly meetings oft~ so· 
oiety shall be held at its rooms in Stapleton, on the third 
Wednesday in every month. 

SEc. 18.-Special meetings shall be called by order of the 
President, at a written request of three members; due no­
tice of three (3) day11 in advance mi.et be given Ly the 
Secretary. 

SEc. 19.- Six (6) Active members shall constitute a quo­
rum to transact all the necessary business of the society. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
I 

'1 f1P, Elections. 

SECTION 20.-The annual election for officers and exe· 
cntive committee shall take place at the regular meeting in 
May. Whenever a vacancy occnrs in any of the offices, 
the same shall be tllle<I at the nel'.t reg•1lar meeting. 

Sxc. 21.-The cilection or ofticel"8 shall be by balloC., a 
simple majority of the whole number of membcl"ll present 
at such mcetiuJr; shall be sufficieut for a choice. 

A•n cLE VII. 

Entrance Fee and .Dues. 

SxcTION 22 ~-The entrnnce·ft:"e for Active or Corres­
ponding Members shall be one ll) dollar. 

SKc. 23.-The annual dues shall be three (3) dol­
lars for a1·tirn and two (21 dollars for corresponding mem­
bers, payable semi-annual at the first meetings in Mav and 
November. 

Sxc. 24.-Any member, in arrears for six (6) months dues 
or over, shall be notified of the fact by the Trea11urer, 
and requested to pay the same. If, within thirty (30) days 
after such notification anrl request, the arrearage b€ not 
paid, he shall then, on motion, erase to be a member of the · 
society, and his name stricken from the roll. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Reaigiialio1J of Members. 
SECTION 25.-Any member may at any time resign hie 

membership and leave the society, on payment of all his 
liabilities (ooasisting of stamps ta.ken from exchange books, 
etc., and unpaid dues) to the society. 
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SEc. 26.-A member may be expelled by a j vote of the 
1J1emberil present, at any regular meeting of the society, for 
non- payment of dues etc., or gross misconduct. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Dissolution of t11e S11ciety. 

SECTION 27.-The Society shall he dissoked only upon a 
rernlution to that effect, carried by a majority of i of the 
members present, at a special meeting called for the pur­
pose, and of which fourteen (14) days notice must be gi\'en 
by the Secretary. On such dissolution all proverty of t11e 
society shall first be converted into mnney, by selling the 
same to the highest bidder, and the proceeds thereot, to. 
gether with remaintng money in the treasury, shall be 
equally divided among the membeni. 

ARTICLE x. 
.A mendme1lt.~. 

SRCTION 28.-This Constitution, as well a'3 the herenfter 
followin.ir By Laws, shall not be altered, modified, or 
amended, except at a regular meeting, by a two.thirds (i) 
vote of the members present. No actiou thereon shall U\: 
valid, unless one (1) months notice shall have been gi\'en. 

_-.,, -- - -



BY-LAWS. 
ARTICLE L 

Rules of Orde1·. 

All queeLione of order and parliamentary law ari11ing at 
any meetiug in debate, shall be decided according to 

"Cuehing's Manual." 

ARTICLB Il. 

Order of Busineas. 

ThP. following shall be the order of bueint-ee at all regu­
far mee1.ing@ : 

I. Roll Call. 
2. Reading of Minutes of last meeting. 
3. Pruposale for Mtlmbership. 
4. H.evort of Ex:ecuti ve Committee on application11. 
5. Election of New Memben. 
6. Unfinished Business. 
7. Reports of Officers. 
8. Reports of Committees. 
9. New Business. 

10. Election of Officers and Committee. 
11. Adjournment. 
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ARTICl:U: UL 

Time of Meetings. 

All regular meetings beM at the society roomt11 shall Le 
called as directed by the President. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sales and Exchange. 

No starups shall be bought, sold or exchanged at the 
place oi meeting of the society, during any of its sessionl'I. 
After adjournment in accordance with the following rules. 

Rules. 

1. All stamps for circulation amougst the members shall 
be placed in books provided f'or that purpose, aud those 
fo11 fo1eign oiruulation on s~eets. 

2. All stamps are to be washed and then fastened with 
gummed hinges lo either boolt11 or sheets. 

3. Each member is earnestly requested to pass the book 
on every Monday to bis following member as indicatad 
on list of members accompanying each book. 

4. Mark large and plain your number on places where 
you have removed stamps. 

5. Mark on Account list in each book, under your num­
ber tota.l amount you took out oft.be book. 

6. On November let and April ] st of each year each mem­
ber will send the book he has in bis poi::seMion at lllat 
time to the owner. Owner will .examine bis account 
list and spaces where stamps have betin removed and 
send same at once to the Treasurer for entering amount.<t 
in the ledger. 

7. Cancel all places with your private mark where stamps 
have been removed on your books, and put in new dup-

.. 



licates, and have rour book ready for· circulation, await­
ing notice to that effecc. 

8. Mark over or under. each s~mp your lowest price in 
U.S. Currency, the Society will deduct 10 per cent. of 
each starrip sold, for expense account. 

9. All foreign sheets must bear owne•11 name and num­
ber. 

10. If a member is out of town for any length of time, be 
has to notify hie foregoing number to that effect, so as 
not to create any delay in the circulation of exchange 
books. 

11. All memberR not comply_mg with the abo>e rules, will 
be exclude.d from the exchange list without any further 
notice. 

• I ARTICLE V. 
Foreign Stamp.~. 

. I 
Each meniber wilr lie ailowed three (3) days to examine 

the sheets sent us . by foreign societies, after which time 
they have to lio sent to the following number. 'l'he last 
man returning the_ sheet to tJ..e Treasurt-r. · . 

ARTICLE VI. 

Members withdrawing from t!te Society. 

In case any member wishes to withdraw from the Society, 
he can only do so upon full settlement of bi~ account the 
societ.y has against him. Should there be a balance in his 
favor, the society will settle in cash after deducting the 
ueu3l l0 per cent. for the expen11e account. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Language. 

The English Language stall be regarded as the official 
language, all home corre11pom]ence, minutes of meetingti, 
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constitt1tion a':ld by-laws shall be kept in the same unle88 
otherwise· directed ·by order of the society. 

ARTICLE vm. 
Counurfeit A lhum. 

·' The Society's Count.erfeit Album shall be kept in good 
order by the Librarian and shall be on exhibit;.ioo at any re­
gu)sr. meeting aft.er adjournment, on request of any mein­
' her, if made in time to the Librarian. 

ARTICLE IX. 
I • 

Members' Responsibility. 

All .members shall be held responsible for a. period of the 
first six (6) months, aft.er electiou, for the accounts of new 
members proposed by them. After the oxpiratioo of such 
time they are released from such reEponsibility • 

.loha 8cblefer, Pi inter, 6'1 Broad Street, 8tapleten,- -



• • ~d.d.e::c..d.a,_ 
PAGE 3. AnT. I. S:s:c. 1~. 

Tbis Society constitutes the S. I. Branch of the .A.P.A.­
ae all its active members are made active members of the 
A.P.A. 

(Meeting July 00., IS87.) 

PAGR 4., ART. Ill., SEc. 5. shall read: "The second 
class (corresponding members) shall consist of those who 
reside outside of the United States." 

(Meeting lltay 16., 1!!88.) 

PAGE r.., ART, IV., Sxc. 9. add to the board of 
governing officers. 

Manager of Excban~e Dept. and SEC. l 6a. 
The Manager of Exch';\11ge Dept. shall ruu hit1 office 

for inland exchar1gc accor<liug to the Bv-Laws of the 
A. P.A. Sec.f).see pa~e 12 Const.. A. P. A. 

(Me"'tlug Mu1·ch 16 .• 1881.) 

PAGE 6., ART. 5., Sxc. 19. shall read hereafter: Five 
(5) members shall constitute a quorum ~c. 

(Meeting Aprll 20., 1887.) 

PAGE 7, ART. VII., Sxc. 23., line 3 shall read here­
after instead: "Payable semi annual at the first meeting in 
May &c." as follows: "Payahltl semi annual in advance". 

(tilt!elinic A uii11st 17., 1d87.) 

PAGE 10, ART. IV of the By-Laws "Sales and Exchanges". 
The rules are modified as far a@ Inland exchange is 

concerued, according to the By-Laws of the A. P. A.,Sec. 5. 
• 11ee page 12. Coast. A. P. A. 

PAGE 12 of the By-Law@, ART. X, "Deceased members!'. 
The Society will take proper steps to dispose of collec­

tion!' of deceased members to the bl!st advantage of the 
heirs, if they so desire, to prevent sacrificin{C the property. 

(llleet111g ll1ay 16., 1888.) 
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