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CHA PTER I.
«  l í  G А NT I Z A  T I O N .

/
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse o f Representatives Junes, isre. 

n f the United States of America in Gonarcss assembled. That iło*-offlce D;·- 
there shall be established, at the seat of Government of the ¡¡»bed.
United States of America, a Department to be known as 
the Post-Office Department.

Se c . 2. That the principal officers of the Post-Office De.- rpstmaeter-Gen- 
partment shall be one Postmaster-General and three Assist- ««tant.., appoint

ment, term o f of-
ant Postmasters-General, who shall be appointed by the u™, &c. 

President, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen
ate, and who may be removed in the samo manner; and 
the term of office of the Postmaster-General shall be for and 
during the term of the President by w hom he is appointed, 
and for one month thereafter, unless sooner removed.

Sec. 3. That the Postmaster-General may appoint the Employing the 
following employees in the Post-Office Department: One 
chief clerk for the Postmaster-General and one for each of ськ-г ciurk ami 
the Assistant Postmasters-General, one superintendent of Appointment. &c., 

post-office building and disbursing clerk, one superintend " 
cut and one chief clerk of the money-order system, one 
superintendent and one chief clerk of foreign mails, one 
topographer for Post Office Department, one assistant attor
ney-general for the Post-Office Department, one chief of 
division for the office o f mail depredations, one chief of 
division of dead-letters, one superintendent of the blank- 
agency, one assistant superintendent and four assistants, 
fourteen clerks of class four, sixty-one clerks of class three, 
fifty clerks of class two, seventy-one clerks o f class one, 
fifty-seven female clerks, one messenger for the Postmaster-
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General and one for each of the Assistant Postmasters- 
General, four assistant messengers, ten watchmen, twcnty- 

• five laborers, one engineer, one assistant engineer, one car
penter, one assistant carpenter, one fireman and blacksmith, 
two firemen, three female laborers, and such a number of 
temporary clerks, female clerks, folders, watchmen, and 
laborers as may be required.

Annual Kalorie» Sec. 4. That thcaunual salaries of the officers, clerks, and 
clerks. K others employed in the Post-Office Department shall be as 

follows :
Salary of Post- Of the Postmaster-General, eight thousand dollars ; 

ыкыГап?«!!̂ “ 1, Of the Assistant Postmasters-General, three thousand 
five hundred dollars each ;

Of the superintendent of the money-order system, three 
thousand dollars ;

Of the superintendent of foreign mails, three thousand 
dollars ;

Of the topographer^ of the Post-Office Department, two 
thousand five hundred dollars ;

Of the assistant attorney-general of the Post-Office De
partment, four thousand dollars ;

Of the chief of division for the office o f mail depredations, 
twenty-five hundred dollars;

Of the chief of division of dead-letters, two thousand five 
hundred dollars ;

Of the superintendent of post-office building and disburs
ing officer, two thousand three hundred dollars ;

chief clerk au.i Of the chief clerk to the Postmaster-General, two thousand
other clerkt '

two liuudred dollars;
Of the chief clerks to the Assistant Postmasters-General, 

the chief clerk of the superintendent of the money-order 
office, and the chief clerk of the superintendent of foreign 
mails, two thousand dollars each ;

Of the superintendent of the blank-agency, one thousand 
eight hundred dollars ; of the assistant superintendent, one 
thousand six hundred dollars ; of the four assistants, one 
thousand two hundred dollars each ;

Of the clerks of class four, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars each ;

Of the clerks of class three, one thousand six hundred 
dollars each ;

Of the clerks of class two, one thousand four hundred 
dollars each ;

Of the clerks of class one, one thousand two hundred 
dollars each ;

. Of the female clerks, nine hundred dollars each ;
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Of the messenger to the Postmaster-General, nine hun
dred dollars;

Of the messengers to the Assistant. Postmasters-General, 
eight hundred and forty dollars each ;

Of the assistant messengers, watchmen, and laborers, 
eight hundred dollars each;

Of the engineer, one thousand six hundred dollars ;
Of the assistant engineer, one thousand dollars ;
Of the carpenter, one thousand two hundred and fifty-two 

dollars ;
Of the assistant carpenter, one thousand dollars;
Of the fireman and blacksmith, nine hundred dollars;
Of the firemen, seven hundred and twenty dollars each ;
Of the female laborers, four hundred and eighty dollars 

each.

Гпу o f  m ow n· 
gern, watchmen, 
ami laborera.



C H A P T E R  l i .
D U T IE S  A N D  P O W E R S  O E T H E  P O S T M A S T E R -G E N E R A L .

Postmaster-0 en
trai shall procuro 
neul for the De
partment.

Authority aiul 
duties o f Post
master-General.

Postmaster-Gen
eral to report an· 
nunlly to  C o n 
gress*:

Contracts for 
carrying tho mail.

Se c . 5. That the Postmaster-General shall procure and 
cause to be kept a .seal for his Department, which shall be 
affixed toall commissionsof postmasters and others, and used 
to authenticate all transcripts and copies which may be re
quired from bis Department.

Se c . 0. That the Postmaster-General shall establish and 
discontinue post-offices ; instruct all persons in the postal 
service with reference to their duties ; decide on the forms 
of all official papers ; prescribe the manner of keeping and 
stating accounts ; enforce the prompt rendition of returns 
relative to said accounts ; control, according to law, and 
subject to the settlement of the Auditor, all expenses inci
dent to the service of the Department ; superintend the dis
position of the moneys of the Department ; direct the man
ner in which balances shall be paid over ; issue warrants 
to cover money into the Treasury, and to pay out the same; 
and generally superintend the business o f the Department, 
and execute all laws relative to the postal service.

Se c . 8. That the Postmaster-General shall make the fol
lowing reports to Congress at each annual session :

A  report o f all contracts for carrying the mail made within 
the preceding year, giving in each case the name of the 
contractor ; the date and duration of the contract ; the 
routes embraced therein, with the length of each ; the time 
o f arrival and departure at the ends o f each route; the 
mode of transportation ; and the price to be paid ; together 
with a copy of the recorded abstracts o f all proposals for 
carrying the mail, as provided by section two hundred and 
forty-eight.
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A  report of all laud and water mails established or ordered Laad ««a water 
within the preceding year, other than those let to contract S·", jq thè your. ' 
attheannual letting, giving in each ease the route or water
course on which the mail is established ; the name of the 
person employed to transport it ; the mode o f transporta
tion ; the price to be paid ; and the duration of the order or 
contract.

A  report of all allowances made to contractors within the Allowance* to 
preceding year above the sums originally stipulated in theircontractor“· 
respective contracts, and the reasons for the same, and of 
all orders made whereby additional expense is incurred on 
any route beyond the original contract-price, giving in each 
case the route ; the name of the contractor ; the original 
service provided for by the contract ; the original [nice ; 
the additional service required ; and the additional allow
ance therefor.

A  report of all curtailments o f expenses effected within curtailment* of 
the preceding year, giving in each case the same partimi- 
lare as in the preceding report.

A  report of the finalices of the Department for the pre- Tim finance* of
, th« Department.ceding year, showing the amount o f balance due the Depart

ment at the beginning o f the year; the amount of postage 
which accrued within the year; the amount of engage
ment and liabilities; and the amount actually paid during 
the year for carrying the mail, showing how much o f said 
amount was for carrying the mail in preceding years.

A  report of the tines imposed on, and the deductions Fine* »ad de, „ , . . ductlou*.from the pay ot, contractors, made during the preceding 
year, stating the name of the contractor ; the nature of 
the delinquency ; the route on which it occurred ; when the 
line was imposed ; and whether the fine or deduction has 
been remitted ; and for what reason.

A  copy o f each contract for carrying the mail between copy of <?acu 
the United States and foreign countries, with a statement ¡CugtimmåiiCftrry 
o f the amount of postage derived under the same, so far as 
the returns of the Department will enable it to be done.

A  report showing all contracts which have been made by contract* for 
the Department, other than for carrying the mail, giving the "ímn̂ arryliígTho 
name o f the contractor ; the article or thing contracted lor ; шш1' 
the place where the article was to be delivered or the thing 
performed ; the amount paid therefor ; and the date and 
duration o f  the contract.

A  report of the clerks and other persons employed in the cierk* and otherл x »/ региона employed
Department during the year, or any part thereof, giving the »»» »ь« Depart* 

names o f the persons ; the time they were actually em
ployed, and the sum paid each ; whether they have been
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usefully employed ; whether the services of any can bo dis
pensed with without detriment to the public service; and 
whether the removal of any, and the appointment o f others 
in their stead, is required for the better despatch of busi
ness.

Foreign postai A  report on the postal business and agencies in foreignbuBinoEa and agencies. countries.
rosimantor-Gcn- And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such re- 

ponluo¿o panted ports to be printed at the Public Printing (Mice, either 
от'сс̂ юить̂ лс! together or separately, and in such numbers as may be re

quired by the exigencies of the service or by law. 
Foittmnater-Gen- Se c . 9. That the Postmaster-General shall submit to Gon-eral to submit to .congresHespenHCH gress at each annual session a statement oí the amount 

M S C  expended during the preceding fiscal year, and an estimate 
unTtrfvufbeađ«! of the amount that will be required for the ensuing fiscal 

year, under each of the following heads: “ Transportation 
of the mails “  compensation of postmasters “  compensa
tion of clerks in post-offices;” “ compensation of letter- 
carriers “  compensation of blank-agents and assistants 
“ mail depredations and special agents;” “ postage-stamps 
and envelopes;” “ ship, steamboat, and way letters “ dead- 
letters;” “ mail-bags;” “ mail-locks, keys, and stamps;” 
“  wrapping-paper;” “ office-furniture ;” “ advertising;” “ bal
ances to foreign countries “ rent, light, ami fuel for post- 
offices;” “ stationery;” and “ miscellaneous,” showing the 
sums paid under each head, and the names of the persons 
to whom payments are made out of the miscellaneous fund ; 

Names of cer- but the names of persons employed in detecting depredations 
ίο we duci™=d.,,n on the mail, and of other confidential agents, need not be 

disclosed.
PoHtmiihtor-Gco· 

eral lo pive to Con* 
gtetw du ring lirst 
week o f «egţion 
detailed statement 
oT expenditure» ;

T o keep inven
toried o f all public 
property iu his 
charge« except,&.C.

Se c . 10. That the Postmaster-General shall lay before 
Congress, during the first week in each annual session, de
tailed statements of the expenditures made from the con
tingent fund of bis Department. He shall also make out 
and keep, in proper books, full and complete inventories and 
accounts of all tbc property belonging to the United States 
in the buildings, rooms, offices, and grounds occupied by him 
and under bis charge, and to add thereto from time to 
time an accouut of such property as may be procured sub
sequently to the taking of the same, and also an account 
of the sale or disposal of any such property, and to report 
the same to Congress as aforesaid : Provided, That this sec
tion shall not apply to the supplies o f stationery and fuel 
which shall be accounted for as now provided by law. 

Tpicjrmme опт Se c . 17. That telegrams between the several Departments 
bnví'¡Iriorby*aüa o f the Government and their officers and agents, in tlieir
at what rute«.

V
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Postmaetťr-Gen* crai to give esti-

transmission over tlie lines of any company to which has 
been given the right of way, timber, or station lands from 
the public domain, shall have priority over all other business, 
at such rates as the Postmaster-General shall annually ûx.

Sec. 19. That the Postmaster General shall furnish a 
copy of his annual estimates to the Secretary of the Treas- mate* to Secretary 
ury prior to the first of November in each year, which fore, &c. 
shall be reported to Congress by the latter in his regular 
printed estimates.

Sec. 21). That the Postmaster-General shall transmit a T o eoncl copy of. л postal couventionecopy ot each postal convention concluded with foreign g o v - to .secretary of 
ernmeuts to the Secretary of State, who shall furnish a copy 
of the same to the Congressional Printer, for publication; 
and the printed proof-sheets of all such conventions shall be 
revised at the Post-Office Department.

Sec. 2Õ. That if either the Postmaster-General or the Apponi from
, Auditor to titoperson whose accounts have been settled snail bo dissatis- First comptroller, . » . _ . . of tho Treasury,ned with the settlement ot said Auditor, lie may, within whoso decision 

twelve months, appeal to the First Comptroller of the Treas- “h"11 ' 
ury, whose decision shall be final and conclusive.

Sec. 28. That whenever the office of any postmaster shall Any vncimry in
. the office of post·become vacant by reason ot death, resignation, suspension, muster to ъешка 

or by the expiration of the commission o f a postmaster, or l 1>' 
his rejection by the Seriate, or by the neglect or refusal of 
any person to take charge o f the post-office to which lie is 
appointed, it shall be the duty o f the Postmaster-General or 
the President (as the case may be) to supply such vacancy 
without delay, and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster- 
General promptly to notify the Auditor o f the change; and лп.июг «> i.o 
every postmaster and his sureties shall be responsible under 1*<ччта»и-г «й4/4 4 ни retin* on lus
their hond for the safe-keeping of the public property of the ьотноьегечроп- 
post-office, and the due performance o f the duties thercot, 
until the expiration of the commission, or until a successor 
shall have been duly appointed and qualified, and shall have 
taken possession of the office: Provided, nevertheless, That 
in cases where there shall be a delay o f sixty days in sup 1Г™ТТу!*п.ое 
plying such vacancy, the sureties may terminate their day »urotu.·* muy 
responsibility by giving notice, in writing,to the Postmaster- «ршшыту, and 
General, such termination to take effect ten days after suf
ficient time shall have elapsed to receive a reply from the 
Postmaster-General: And provided also, That the Post
master-General may, when the exigencies of the service 
require, place such office in charge of a special agent until special 
the vacancy can be regularly filled ; and when such special of Чи.ит ■■««·.· 
agentshall have taken charge of such post-office, the liability longer н*ые. 
of the sureties of the postmaster shall cease
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Certain ordern, 
& c.,of PoKtiiuiKter* 
General to bo cer
tified to Auditor.

Blauic-agency at 
Washiugtoo, D.C.

Special agents 
fur Pacific coast 
and elsewhere.

Assistant Pont- 
mnstere-Geuer a 1, 
<Lc., may act ан 
ťpecial ugeiits.

A Iłowane© fur 
t r a v e l i n g  e x 
penses.

Two agents to 
superintend rail
way postal ser
vice. their salaries 
and expenses.

Auditor to 
charge to wh a t  
appropriation.

The Postmaster- 
General may es
tablish r e s i de n  t 
m ail-agencies at 
Panama, А ир in - 
wall. Havaim, St. 
Thom its, «See.

Pay for services 
and expenses.

The Postmaster- 
General may os- 
tnbUshroatl-agenlM 
in st е а me r s  on 
routes b e t  w een

SEC. 29. That all orders and regulations of the Post
master-General which may originate a claim, or in any 
manner affect the accounts of the postal service, shall be 
certified to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department.

S ec . 30. That the Postmaster-General may establish a 
blank-agency for the Post Office Department, to be located 
at Washington, District of Columbia. .

Sec . 31. That the Postmaster-General may employ twif 
special agents for the Pacific coast, and such number of 
other special agents as the good of the service and the 
safety of the mail may require.

Se c . 34. That the Postmaster-General may employ, when 
the service requires it, the Assistant Postmasters-General 
aud superintendents in his Department as special agents; 
and he may allow them therefor not exceeding the amount 
expended by them as necessary traveling expenses while 
so employed.

Se c . 35. That the Postmaster-General may appoint two 
agents to superintend the railway postal service, who shall 
be paid ont of the appropriation for the transportation of 
the mail, at the rate of two thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum salary, with an allowance for traveling and inci
dental expenses, while actively employed in the service, o f 
not more than five dollars a d ay ; and the Auditor of the 
Treasury for the Post-Office Department shall charge to 
the appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per 
diem of the assistant superintendents of the postal-railway 
service; and to the appropriation for the free-dclivery 
system, the salary and per diem of the special agent de
tailed for that service; and the salary and per diem of 
the special agents employed in the money-order service 
shall be paid out of the proceeds of that service.

Se c . 3G. That the Postmaster-General may establish 
resident mail agencies at the ports of Panama and Aspin- 
wall, (New Granada,) Havana, (Cuba,) and Saint Thomas, 
and such other foreign ports at which United States mail- 
steamers touch to land and receive mails, as may in his 
judgment promote the efficiency of the foreign mail-service; 
and may pay tlie agents employed by him at such ports out 
of the appropriation for transportation of the mail a rea
sonable compensation for their services and the necessary 
expenses for office-rent, clerk-hire, office-furniture, and other 
incidentals, to be allowed him at each o f such agencies.

Se c . 37. That the Postmaster-General may appoint an 
agent in charge of the mail on board of each of the mail- 
steamers on the routes between San Francisco, Japan, and
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China, between San Francisco and Honolulu, (Hawaiian 
Islands,) and iNew York to Kio Janeiro, who shall be allowed, 
out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, an 
annual salary of two thousand dollars each.

Se c . 38. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in 
connection with the mail-steamship service to Japan and 
China, a general postal agency at Shanghai, China, or at 
Yokohama, Japan, with such branch-agencies at any other 
ports in China and Japan as he shall deem necessary for the 
prompt and etlicient management of the postal service in 
those countries, and lie may pay the postal agents employed 
thereat a reasonable compensation for their services, in ad
dition to the necessary expenses for rent, furniture, clerk- 
hire, and incidental expenses.

Se c . 39. That the Postmaster-General may employ as 
many route-agents as may be necessary for the prompt and 
safe transportation of the mail, who shall be paid out of the 
appropriation for transportation of the mail, at the rate of 
not less than nine hundred nor more than one thousand two 
hundred dollars per annum.

Se c . 10. That the Postmaster-General may appoint clerks 
for the purpose of assorting and distributing the mail in 
railway post-offices, who shall be paid out of the appropria
tion for transportation of the mail, at the rate of not more 
than one thousand four hundred dollars per annum to the 
head clerks, nor more than one thousand two hundred dol
lars per annum to the other clerks.

Sec . 49. That the Postmaster-General may transfer debts 
due to the Department from postmasters and others to such 
contractors as have given bonds, with security, to refund 
any money that may come into their hands over and above 
the amount found due them on the settlement of their ac
counts; but such transfers shall only be iu satisfaction of 
legal demands for which appropriations have been made.

Se c . 50. That in all cases where money has been paid out 
of the funds of the Post-Office Department under the pre
tense that service has been performed tberefor, when, in 
fact, such service has not been performed, or as additional 
allowance for increased service actually rendered, when the 
additional allowance exceeds the sum which, according to 
law, might rightfully have been allowed tberefor, and in all 
other cases where money o f the Department has been paid 
to any person in consequence of fraudulent representations, 
or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of any officer 
or other employee in tbc postal service, the Postmaster- 
General shall cause suit to be brought to recover such

•S a η Francisco, 
Japan, and China.

Salary.

The Postmaster- 
General uni) es
tablish а general 
postal agency at 
Shanghai, or. &c . 
with brunch-agen
cies.

The Postmaster- 
General may em
ploy route-agents.

Salary, how paid.

The Postmaster- 
General may ap
point clerk> in rail
way post-ofticcs.

Salary.

The Post mast cr- 
G e u e r a 1 m a y  
trauster to certain 
contractors debts 
due the Depart
ment from post
masters.

The Postmaster- 
General may bring 
suits to recover 
money paid by the 
Department b у  mistake, or 
through fraud.



14

wrong or fraudulent payment or excess, with interest
thereon.

Se c . 51. That when the Postmaster-General is satisfied 
that money or property stolen from the mail, or the pro-

The Postmaster- 
General may de
liver property I

owue" ¡r°&c’ ‘' ceeds thereof, has been received at the Department, he 
may, upon satisfactory evidence as to the owner, deliver 
the same to him.

Se c . 53. That upon the certified quarterly statement by 
the Auditor for the Post-Office Department of the payments 
by postmasters on account of the postal service, the Post
master General shall issue bis warrant to the Treasurer to 
carry the amount to the credit of the postal revenues and 
to the debit of the proper appropriations upon the books 
of the Auditor.

Se c . 5G. That the Postmaster-General may transfer money 
belonging to the postal service between the Treasurer, 
assistant treasurer, and designated depositaries, at his dis
cretion, and as the safety o f the public money and the con
venience of the service may require.

Se c . 58. That the Postinaster-General may dispose of 
any quarterly returns of mails sent or received, preserving the 
accounts-current and all accompanying vouchers, and use 
such portions of the proceeds as maybe necessary to defray 
the cost of separating and disposing o f them; but the ac
counts shall be preserved entire for at least two years.

S ec . 59. That the Postmaster-General may provide, by 
regulations, for the disposition of printed and mailable mat
ter which may remain in any post-office, or in the Depart
ment, not called for by the party addressed ; but if the 
publisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other 
periodical shall pay the postage due thereon, such news
paper or other periodical shall he excepted from the opera
tion of this section.

Se c . GO. That when any postmaster shall be required to 
execute a new bond, all payments made by him after the 
execution of such new bond may, if the Postmaster-General 
or the Auditor shall deem it just, be applied first to dis
charge any balance which may be due from said postmas
ter under his old bond.

Se c . Gl. That the Postmaster-General shall establish 
post-offices at all sncli places on post-roads established by 
law as he may deem expedient, and he. shall promptly cer
tify such establishment to the Auditor lor the Post-Office 
Department.

Appointments, Se c . G3. That postmasters of the fourth and fifth class 
t«« .x ti/i’0f!.urth shall be appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster
and fifth elasticii ;
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General, and all others shall be appointed and may he re
moved by the President, by and with the advice and con- o f au other 
sent o f the Senate, and shall hold their olllces for four years clas“e8' 
unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and 
all appointments and removals shall be notified to the 
Auditor for the Post-Office Department.

Sec. Gõ. That every postmaster, before entering upon the î nd of P08t 
duties o f his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 
security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General 
shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or the 
rules and regulations of the Department ; and where au office 
shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond of the 
postmaster shall contain an additional condition for the condiţiona; 
faithful performance of all duties and obligations in con
nection with the money-order business. On the death, 
resignation, or removal o f a postmaster, his bond shall be when to bode- 
delivered to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department.
The bond of any married woman who may bo appointed of carried 
postmaster shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and postmaster, 
she shall be liable for misconduct inoffice as if she were sole.

Sec. GO. That when any of the sureties o f a postmaster New bond may
, , be required.

sbalí notify the Postmaster-General o f their desire to bore- 
leased from their suretyship, or when the Postinaster-Gcu- 
eral deems a new bond necessary, he shall require the post
master to execute such new bond, with security, which, 
when accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be as valid 
as the bond given upon the original appointment of such 
postmaster, and the sureties in tbe.prior bond shall be re- Suretlesin prior

' bond, when re
leased from responsibility for all acts or defaults o f such loaned from re

. . sponsibility.postmaster which may be done or committed subsequent to 
the last day o f the quarter in which sudi new boud shall be 
executed and accepted.

Sec. G8. That every postmaster shall keep an office in postmaner» to 
\vhich one or more persons shall be on duty during suchk№I’ Qnom<‘,,’ &c· 
hours of each day as the Postmaster-General may direct, 
for the purpose o f receiving, delivering, making up, and 
forwarding all mail-matter received thereat.

Sec. GO. That all letters brought to any post-office half an Lettera brought 
hour before the time for the departure of the mail shall Ъе «ьеп to bo for-

. . . warded.forwarded therein ; but at ornees where, in the opinion of 
the Postmaster-General, more time for making up the mail 
is required, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceeding 
one hour.

Sec. 70. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to the Sobedujeo Jme 
postmasters at the termination of each route a schedule ofp“r,ureor ra"i,tobo ported iu onice.
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Ume«, i c „  to be r e g i s t e r S j

Sworn й t a t e · 
mont may bo re
quired.

the timo of arrival and departure of the mail at their offices, 
respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous place in the 
office; and the Postmaster-General shall also give the post
master notice of any change in the arrival and departure 
that may be ordered ; and he shall cause to be kept and re- 

Rcgietcre 0f turned to the Department, at short and regular intervals, 
showing the exact times o f the arrivals and 

departures o f the mail.
Recorda to ba S eo . 71. That every postmaster shall keep a record, in

kept o f stamp»,
b o o k » ,  receipts, such form us the Postmaster-General shall direct, ot all post

age-stamps and envelopes and of all postal books, blanks, 
and property received from his predecessor, or from the 
Department or any of its agents; and also of all receipts 
in money for postages and box-rents, and of all other receipts 
on account of the postal service, and of any other transac
tions which may be required by the Postmaster-General;

To be subject to and these records shall be preserved and delivered to his 
ddTvcrod'to « Ì  successor, and shall beata li times subject to examination 

by any special agent o f the Department.
Se c . 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a sworn 

statement to accompany each quarterly account of a post
master, to the effect that such account contains a true state
ment o f the entire amount of postage, box-rents, charges, 
and moneys collected or received at his office during the 
quarter ; that lie has not knowingly delivered, or permitted 
to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the postage was 
not at the time paid ; that such account exhibits truly and 
faithfully the entire receipts collected at his office, and 
which, by due diligence, could have been collected ; and that 

 ̂Fai«, »wearing the credits lie claims are just and right. And any false 
jury. υ L ,R1 swearing therein shall render him liable to the pains and 

penalties of perjury.
Public money Se c . 75. That postmasters shall keep safely, without loau- 

i ą h ™  ω be i11 ь) using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or exchan g- 
křpt' ing for other funds, all the public money collected by them,

or which may come into their possession, until it is ordered 
by the Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid out.

Postai revenue*, Sec. 70. That the postmaster at Washington and post- 
iteii’weckiyat,&c. masters at cities where there is an assistant treasurer shall 

deposit the postal revenues and all money accruing at their 
office with such assistant treasurer as often as once a week 
at least, and as much offener as the Postmaster-General may 
direct.

Salary at newly- Sec. SI. That at all newly-established offices, the Post-
established offleeg. , гл , , 1 . i  лmastcr-Geocral may temporarily lix the salary until 1 lie re- 

turns of such office shall enable him to properly adjust the
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same, but the compensation shall in no case be thus tempo
rarily fixed at more than the salary o f au office o f the fifth 
class.

Se c . 82. That the salaries of postmasters shall be re ad- Salaries of post- 
justed by the Postmaster-General once in two years, aud iu adjusted ouco in 
special cases as much offener as he may deem expedient ; ,w" J &c' 
and when the quarterly returns of any postmaster of the 
third, fourth, or fifth class show that the salary allowed is 
twenty per centum less tliau it would bo on the basis of 
commission, the Postmaster-General shall re adjust the same.

Se c . 83. That in re-adjusting the salary of a postmaster,. Amount, how to 
the amount thereof shall be ascertained by adding, to tbe 
whole amount of box-rents, commissions on the other postal 
revenues of the office at the following rates : On the first one 
hundred dollars or less, sixty per centum; on all over one 
hundred dollars, aud not over four hundred dollars, fifty per 
centum ; on all over four hundred dollars and not over two 
thousand four hundred dollars, forty per centum; on all 
over two thousand four hundred dollars, fifteen per centum.
And in order to ascertain the amount of the postal receipts Amount of pos. . , , tal receipts, howot each office, the Postmaster-General shall require postmas- ascertained.
tors to state, under oath, at such times aud for such periods
as he may deem necessary in each case, the amount o f stamps
canceled, the amount of box-rents received, the amount of
unpaid postages collected, and the amount of postage on
printed and other mailable matter: Provided, however, That when box-rent»' л 1 aro аесгеакеи by
whenever, by reason of the extension of free delivery of «tension or free

 ̂ * delivery.
letters, tbe box-rents o f any post-office are decreased, the 
Postmaster General may allow, out of the receipts of such 
office, a sum sufficient to maintain the salary thereof at the 
amount at which it had been fixed before tbe decrease in 
box-rents.

Sec. 8-i. That the Postmaster-General shall make all oni.·™ establish.. . . , Ing Biliario» to boorders assigning or changing the salaries ol postmasters mm writing, 
writing, and record them in his journal, and notify the 
change to the Auditor; and any change made in such sala- Auditor to' bo 
ries shall not take effect until the first day o f the quarter next 
following such order : Provided, That in cases of an extra
ordinary increase or decrease in the. business of any post- 
office, the Postmaster-General may adjust the salary of the 
postmaster at sucii post-office, to take effect from the first eff'^ en 10 ,як' 
day of the quarter or period the returns for which form the 
basis o f re adjustment.

Se c . 80. That the Postmaster-General may designate Tim Postumster-v °  Odierai muy и**н-
offices at the intersection of mail routes as distributing or ·ς2ιι<β distributingβ offici·*.
separating offices ; and where any sucliofëce is of tbe third,

2 v c
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fourth, or fifth class, he may make a reasonable allowance 
to the postmaster for the necessary cost of clerical services 
arising from such duties.

Se c . 87. That the Postmaster-General may allow to the 
postmaster at New York City, and to the postmasters at 
offices of the first and second classes, out o f the surplus reve
nues o f their respective offices, that is to say, the excess of 
box-reuts and commissions over and above the salary as
signed to the ollice, a'reasonable sum for the necessary cost 
of rent, fuel, lights, furniture, stationery, printing, clerks, 
and necessary incidentals, to he adjusted ou a satisfactory 
exhibit of the facts, and no such allowance shall be made 
except upon the order o f the Postmaster-General.

Skc. 88. That the salary of a postmaster, and such other 
expenses of the postal service authorized by law as may be 
incurred by him, and for which appropriations have been 
made, may be deducted out of the receipts o f bis office, 
under the direction of the Postmaster-General.

Se c . 90. That whenever, by reason of the presence of a 
military or naval force near any post-office, or from any 
other cause, unusual business accrues thereat, the Postmas
ter-General shall make a special order allowing reasonable 
compensation for clerical’ service, and a proportionate in
crease of salary to the postmaster during the time of such 
extraordinary business.

Sec. 91. That the Postmaster-General may discontinue 
any post-office where the safety and security of the postal 
service and revenues are endangered from any cause what
ever, or where the efficiency of the service shall require such 
discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discon
tinuance to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department.

Se c . 92. That letter-carriers shall be employed for the 
free delivery of mail-matter, as frequently as the public con
venience may require, at every place containing a popula
tion of fifty thousand within the delivery of its post-office, 
and at such other places as the Postmaster-General may 
direct.

Their salary. Sec. 93. That the salary of letter-carriers shall be fixed
by the Postmaster-General, and shall not exceed eight hun
dred dollars per annum ; but on satisfactory evidence of 
diligence, fidelity, and experience, he may increase their 
salary to any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars per an

in sauFnmdBco. num ; and in San Francisco, California, he may pay such ad
ditional salaries to carriers as will secure the services of 
competent persons.

*
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Sec. 9-t. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe a 
uniform dress to be worn by letter-carriers, and any person 
not connected with the letter carrier branch of the postal 
service who shall wear the uniform which may be pre
scribed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, for every such offense shall be fined not 
more than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more 
than six months, or both, at the discretion o f the court.

Sec. 9.1. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in 
places where letter-carriers are employed, and also in other 
places where, in his judgment, the public convenience re
quires it, receiving-boxes, for the deposit of mail-matter, and 
shall cause the matter deposited therein to be collected as 
often as public convenience may require.

Sec. 97. That each letter-carrier shall give bonds, with 
sureties to be approved by the Postmaster-General, for the 
safe custody and delivery of all mail-matter, and the faith
ful account and payment o f all money received by him.

Sec. 98. That the Postmaster-General, when the public 
convenience requires it, may establish within any post-office 
delivery one or more branch offices, for the receipt and de
livery of mail-matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes; 
and lie shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the gov
ernment thereof, lint no letter shall he sent for delivery to 
any branch-office contrary to the request of the party to 
whom it is addressed.

Sec. m i. That all expenses of letter-carriers, branch- 
offices, and receiving-boxes, or incident thereto, shall be 
kept and reported in a separate account, and shall he shown 
in comparison with the proceeds from postage on local mail- 
matter at each office, and the Postmaster-General shall be 
guided in the expenditures for this branch of the service 
by the income derived therefrom.

Sec. 155. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
regulation for transmitting unpaid and duly-certified letters 
of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United 
States, to their destination.

Sec. 107. That for the purpose of making better postal 
arrangements with foreign countries, or to counteract their 
adverse measures affecting our {»ostal intercourse with them, 
the Postmaster-General, by and with the advice and consent 
of the President, may negotiate and conclude {tostai treat
ies or conventions, and may reduce or increase the rates of 
postage on mail-matter conveyed between the United States 
and foreign countries.
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то provide let- Sec. 1G9. That the Postmaster-General shall provide
tor tinti newnt tiporeuveioper, &'<■. ' suitable letter and newspaper envelopes, with such water

marks or other guards against counterfeits as he may deem 
expedient, and with postage-stamps with such device and 
of such suitable denominations as be may direct, impressed 
thereon; and the said envelopes shall be known as “ stamped 
envelopes,” and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the 
cost o f procuring them, with the addition of the value of 
the postage-stamps impressed thereon; but no stamped en
velope furnished by the Government shall contain any litho
graphing or engraving, and no printing excepta printed re
quest to return the letter to the writer; and letters and 
papers inclosed in them (the postage-stamp in every case 
being of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage prop
erly chargeable thereon) shall pass in the mail as prepaid 
matter.

postmaster on - Sec. 20Í). That the Postmaster General may, when becrai may contract  ̂ '
for carrying ibe deems it advisable, contract for the transportation of the
mails, on, Ac. ,

mails to and from any post-office; but where such service 
is performed over a route not established by law, it shall be 
his duty to report the same to Congress at its meeting next 
thereafter, and said service shall cease at the end of the next 
session of Congress, unless said route is established a post- 
route by Congress.

τη arrange mii- Se c . 210. That the Postmaster-General shall arrange 
Гьг'с/с!шВеа." the railway-routes on which the mail is carried, including 

those in which the service is partly by railway and partly 
by steamboat, into three classes, according to the size of 
the mails, the speed at which they are carried, and the fre
quency and importance of the service, so that each railway 
company shall receive, as far as practicable, a proportion
ate and just rate o f compensation, according to tbe service 
performed.

Puy for carrying S e c . 21L. That tbe pay for carrying the mail on any rail- 
«•ay* of tim «ον- way of the first class shall not exceed three hundred dollars
crai clnueea, Sík. lier mile per annum ; on any railway ot the second class it 

shall not exceed one hundred dollars per mile per annum ; 
and on any railway of the third class it shall not exceed 
lift y dollars per mile per annum ; but if one-half the service 
on any railway is required to be performed in the night
time, the Postmaster-General may pay twenty-five per 
centum in addition to the above maximum rates.

PoHtmaater-Gcn- Se c . 212. That if the Postmaster-General is unable to 
'otto™maiilr,''i I -contract for carrying the mail on any railway-route at a com- 
cärryiSg’lc'.’ fur pensatimi not exceeding the maximum rates herein provided, 

or for what he may deem a reasonable and fair compensation,
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lic may separate the letter-mail from the other mail, and 
contract, either with or without advertising, for carrying 
such letter-mail by horse-express or otherwise, at the great
est speed that can reasonably be obtained, and for carrying 
the other mail in wagons, or otherwise, at a slower rate of 
speed.

Sec. 211. That all railway companies to which the United Railway с о in·
, „  » , , . . . .. » -, # « ., p an ice  h a v i n gStates liave furnished aid by grant oí lands, right ot way,fand-çrante to 

or otherwise, shall carry the mail at such prices as Congress wbut pricetì. 

may by law provide ; and, until such price is fixed by law, 
the Postmaster-General may fix the rate of compensation.

Sec. 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for p мои» to ъ· car- 
carrying the mail on all post roads established by law, as roads, 
often as be, having due regard to productiveness and other 
circumstances, may think proper.

Sec. 2I<>. That the Postmaster-General sitali cause a mail то ь« carried tocourt-lion#*· of liny
to be carried from the nearest post-office on any established'""'.'’у 'vIthom a 
post-road to the court-house of any county in the United 
States which is without a, mail.

Se c . 217. That the Postmaster-General may contract for, 
carrying the mail on the navigable canals of the several 
States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or conven
ience requires it.

Sec. 218. That the Postmaster-General may contract for °n pinnk-ronds 
carrying the mail on any plank-road in the United States, 
when the public interest or convenience requires it.

Sec. 219. That the Postmaster-General may canse the in »icambom*·. 
mail to be carried in any steamboat or other vessel used ns 
a packet on any of theewaters of the United States.

Sec. 220. That the Postmaster-General may, if he deem it ··> »юшш.ыР*. 
for the public interest, make contracts for any period not ex
ceeding one year, for carrying the mail iu steamships between 
any of the ports o f  the United States.

Sec. 221. That the Postmaster-General may enter into то р«и-оп;с,
. . .  * noton any evtûb·contracts lor extending the line of posts to supply mailsннь« 1  route, 

to post-offices not on any established route, and, as a com
pensation for carrying the mail under such contracts, may 
allow not exceeding two-thirds of the salary [»aid to the 
postmaster at such special offices.

Sec. 259. That all letters inclosed in stamped envelopes. г'°,1" я lncl',s,tl 
(the postage-stamp in every case being o f a denomination "i"·"· &<··.·"«>·,>’« 
sufficient to cover the postage that would be chargeable timnbymnu, 
thereon if the same were sent by mail) may he sent, con
veyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, [»rövided such 
envelope shall he duly directed and properly sealed, so 
that the letter cannot be taken therefrom without defacing
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the envelope, and tlie date of the letter or of the transmis
sion or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon the 

TWesectionmay envelope. But the Postmaster-General may suspend the
be suspended. , . . . .  , . . toperation of this section upon any mail-route where the 

public interest may require such suspension.
Separate ear- S ec . 340. That when the amount of mail-matter to be car- 

may t.. provided neu on any mail-route is so great as to seriously retard t he 
tor, w.. ». e. pr0gress or ftutiaiiger tlie security of the letter-mail, or mate

rially increase the cost of carriage at the ordinary rate of 
speed, the Postmaster-General may provide for the separate 

other mat ter carriage of-the letter-mail at the usual rate of speed; but
not tob o  delayed .uunecewaniy. tlie other mail-matter shall not be delayed any more than is 

absolutely necessary, having due regard to the cost of expe
dition and the means at his disposal for effecting the same. 

PobtmtiKfer-Gen· Sec. 300. That the Postmaster-General may, upon evi- 
payu.eiit of poetai dence satisfactory to him that any person, firm, or corpora 

.«.’ tion is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift- 
fcřprises"&K<'.rt¡íiid euterprise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or ol 
minid toUUM re'.uny real or personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing 
mun-™. 0f ,U]y or jn conducting any other scheme or device for

obtaining money through the mails by means of false or 
fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid 
the payment by any postmaster to any such person, Ann, or 
corporation of any postal money-order drawn to the order 
or in favor o f him or of them, and may provide by regula
tions for the return to the remitters of the sums named in 

Poitmastcr-Qen- such money-orders. And the Postmaster-General may also,
♦•nil muy direct . . . . .  v"luitregistered let* upon like evidence, instruct postmasters at any post-unices 
«ud, i*er*.m*. &e„ at which registered letters shall arrive directed to any such 
nient," und re-person, linn, or corporation, to return all such registered let- 
mrmxi t., «mii r,. ţcrs ţ() t |)C postmasters at the offices at which they were orig

inally mailed, with the word u fraudulent”  plainly written or 
stamped upon the outside of said letters; and all such let
ters su returned to such postmasters shall be by them re
turned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as tin* 

x·. )..·nwn ви·Postmaster-General may prescribe: Provided, That noth-tborizod to open . ш/ *
o lotter not mi-mg in this act contained shall be*so construed as to authorize
drcHHod to him-
««а. any postmaster or other person to open any letter not

addressed to himself.

In сакс of death. 
Ac., bis duti*·* to 
dev u l v e  u p o n  
Firet A «ei 8t o u t  
Post in oat cr-O  on  · 
eral

Sec. 7. That in case of the death, resignation, or absence 
of the Postmaster-General, all his powers and duties shall 
devolve, for the time being, on the First Assistant Postmas
ter General.



C H A P T E R  I T I .

P O S T M A S T E K S  AAI» T H E I R  SU R E T IE S.

Sec. 15. That before entering upon the duties, and before 
they shall receive any salary, the Postmaster-General and 
all persons employed in the postal service, shall respectively 
take and subscribe, before some magistrate or other com
petent oÇicer, the following oath or affirmation: “ I, A. B., 
(hr solemnly swear {or affirm, as the case may be) that I 
will faithfully perform all the duties required o f me, and 
abstain from everything forbidden by the laws in relation 
to the establishment of post-offices and post-roads within the 
United States; and that I will honestly and truly account 
for and pay over any money belonging to the said United 
States which may come into my possession or control : So 
help me, God.” And this oath or affirmation may be taken 
before any officer, civil or military, holding a commission 
under the United States, and such officer is hereby author
ized to administer and certify such oath or affirmation.

S e c . Id. That every person employed in the postal service 
shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and forfeitures 
for violation of the laws relating to such service, whether 
he has taken the oath or affirmation prescribed in the pre
ceding section or not.

Se c . 41. That postmasters may allow box-holders who 
desire to do so to provide lock boxes or drawers for their 
own use, at their own expense, which lock-boxes or drawers, 
upon their erection in any post-office, shall become the 
property of the United States, and be subject to the direc
tion and control of the Post-Office Department, and shall 
pay a rental at least equal to that of other boxes in the

pout waster* a,i(j 
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same office, or, if. there be no other boxes in such office, of 
boxes in other offices of the same class, which rental shall 
be accounted for as other box-rents.

Se c . 00. That when any postmaster shall be required to 
execute anew bond, all payments made by him after the ex
ecution of such new bond may, if the Postmaster-General 
or the Auditor shall deem it just, be applied first to dis
charge buy balance which may be due from said postmas
ter uuder his old bond.

SEC. 03. That postmasters o f the fourth and fifth class 
shall be appointed and may he removed by the Postmaster- 
General, and all others shall be appointed and may be re
moved by the President, by and with the advice and con
sent of the Senate, and shali hold their offices for lour years 
unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and 
all appointments and removals shall be notified to the Au
ditor for the Post-Office Department.

Sec . 04. That every postmaster shall reside within the 
delivery of the office to which he is appointed.

Sec. 05. That every postmaster, before entering upon the 
duties o f his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 
security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General 
shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or the 
rules and regulations o f the Department; and where an 
office shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond 
o f the postmaster shall contain an additional condition for 
the faithful performance of all duties and obligations in con
nection with the money-order business. On the death, res
ignation, or removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be deliv
ered to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. The 
bond of any married woman wbo may be appointed post, 
master shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and 
she shall be liable for misconduct in office as if she were 
sole.

Se c . GG. That when any of the sureties o f a postmaster 
shall notify the Postmaster-General o f their desire to be 
released from their suretyship, or when the Post inaster- 
General deems a new bond necessary, he shall require 
the postmaster to execute such new bond, with security, 
which, when accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be 
as valid as the bond given upon the original appointment 
of such postmaster, and the sureties in the prior bond shall 
be released from responsibility for all acts or defaults of 
such postmaster which may be done or committed subse-
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qiient to the last day of the quarter in which such new houd 
shall be executed and accepted.

Sec. 07. That if on the settlement of the account of any ««retusonbond 
postmaster it shall appear that he is indebted to the United iDrtcbtedue**unot

♦ i f* « « i  . . · brought w i t h i n ,States, and suit therefor shall not be msti tilted within three &c. 
years after the close of such account, the sureties on bis 
bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness.

Sec. GS. That every postmaster shall keep an office in, Роиталег* to 
which one or more persons shall be on duty duriti" such 
hours of each day as the Postmaster-General may direct, 
for the purpose of receiving, delivering, making up, and for
warding all mail-matter received thereat.

S ec . GÍ). That all letters brought to any post-office half Letter* brought 
an hour before the time for the departure of the mail shall ή-ΐκ’ιΛο ье tor
be forwarded therein ; but at offices where, in the opinion 
of the Postmaster-General, more time for making up the 
mail is required, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceed
ing one hour.

Sec. 70. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to the schedule of timo, * л , - . i of nrrival and de-postmasters at the termination of each route a schedule ot portare of «mu to
the time of arrival and departure of the mail at their offices, b‘ p' ” ' " ‘ " u
respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous place in the office;
and the Postmaster-General shall also give the postmaster
notice of any change in the arrival and departure that may
he ordered ; and he shall cause to be kept and returned to
the Department, at short and regular intervals, registers, Registers of• · . ,, . . , , . film·*, ¿Le., to bushowing the exact times ol tlie arrivals and departures of kept, 
the mail.

Se c . 71. That every postmaster shall keep a record, in Record to be 
kept o f stamps,

such form as the Postmaster-General shall direct, of all post- ^ ик*- receiPtB· 
age-stamps and envelopes, and of all postal hooks, blauks, 
and property received from his predecessor, or from the De
partment or any of its agents; and also of all receipts in 
money tor postages and box-rents, and of all other receipts 
on account of the postal service, and of any other transac
tions which m aybe required by the Postmaster-General; тоь«»ui.jectto 
and these records shall be preserved and delivered to his díPivm"!'”" 
successor, and shall be at all times subject to examination 
by any special agent of the Department.

Sec. 72. That each postmaster shall render to the Post- Qnurteriy «c-, , , count of money*master-General, under oath, and ш such lonu as the latter « «¡vea, &c, >o 
shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all moneys received 
or charged by him or at his office, forpostage, rent of boxes 
or other receptacles for mail-matter, or by reason of keep
ing a branch-office, or for the delivery of mail-matter in any 
manner whatever.
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sw«™ mate Se c . 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a 
™uire<i"my >e re" sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account of a 

postmaster, to the effect that sudi account contains a true 
statement of the entire amount of postage, box-rents, 
charges,and moneys collected or received at his ofhce during 
the quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or per
mitted to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the post
age was not at the time paid ; that such account exhibits 
truly and faithfully the entire receipts collected at his office, 
and which, by due diligence, could have been collected ; 

гы« »««тик and that the credits he claims are just and right. And any
therein to be per-
jury. false swearing therein shall render him liable to the pains

and penalties of perjury.
I'enaity for »o- Se c . 74. That if any postmaster shall neglect to render 

count« for ono his accounts, for one month after the time, and in the form
month aftertimo, «Ste ; the

Public 
collected, 
bo kept.

толеун 
how to .

and manner prescribed by law and the regulations of the 
Postmaster-General, such postmaster and his sureties shall 
forfeit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at 
said office during any previous or subsequent equal period

η no account of time ; and if, at the time of trial, no account shall haveЬак been rendered
at umo uf trial, been rendered, they shall fortéit and pay such sum as the 

court and jury shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to 
be recovered in an action of debt on the bond.

Se c . 75. That postmasters shall keep safely, without 
loaning, using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or ex
changing for other funds, all the public money collected by 
them, or which may come into their possession, until it is 
ordered by the Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid 
out.

Se c . 70. That tlie postmaster at Washington and post-
assistant treasurer shall 

deposit the postal revenues and all money accruing at their 
office with such assistant treasurer as often as once a week 
at least, and as much ottener as the Postmaster-General 
may direct.

Dciinquencieи. Se c . 77. That postmasters shall promptly report to the&c., of coutme- 1 *
torr*,curricri*, i&c.« Postmaster-General every delinquency, neglect, or malprac-
to be reported. , e  ,  . . - . .tice of the contractors, their agents, or carriers, which may 

come to their knowledge.
no postmaster, Se c . 78. That n o  postmaster, assistant postmaster, or&.C.. to be u con- . . tv i ii i

truetor ю curry clerk employed m any post-office shall be a contractor or 
concerned in any contract for carrying the mail.

Nor act a» agent Sec. 79. That no postmaster shall act as agent for any
ror lottery, &c. lottery-office, or under any color of purchase, or otherwise, 

vend lottery-tickets ; norshall he receive or send any lot
tery scheme, circular, or ticket free o f postage ; aud for any

Postal iwenuee,
6cc., to bv depoe-
>ted weekly at.sc. masters at cities were there is an
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violation of tlie provisions of this section the person offend- vmuUou, pen· 
ing shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. all>

Sec. 80. That the compensation of postmasters shall be a compensation
* of poettoaatera ;lixed annual salary, to be divided into live classes, exclu- 

sive o f the postmaster at New York City, whose salary shall ^  vort 
be six thousand dollars per annum. The salary o f the first 
class shall be not more than four thousand dollars nor less 
than three thousand dollars; of the second class, less than Fivo clamen, and 
three thousand dollars, but not less than two thousand dol-Xll? 01 °lu tl 
lars; of the third class, less than two thousand dollars, 
but not less than one thousand dollars; of the fourth class, 
less than one thousand dollars, but not less than t WO hull· Salaries to bo in 
died dollars; of the fifth class, less than two hundred dol-*Te“ 8ttn"1, 
lars; and the salaries o f the first, second, and third classes 
shall be in even hundreds o f dollars; o f the fourth class, 
iu even tens of dollars; and of the fifth class, in even dol
lars.

Sec. 81. That at all newly-established offices, the Post.· salary at
^  . , t л i .. , newly-(шаЬШЬеdmaster-Geucral may temporarily fix the salary until the re-office, 

turns of such office shall enable him to properly adjust the 
same, but the compensation shall in no case be thus tempo
rarily fixed at more than the salary of an office o f the fifth 
class.

Sec. 82. That the salaries o f postmasters shall be re ad- salaries «r post 
justeu by the Postmaster-General once in two years, and m»<iju.4te<i m 
special eases as much offener as he may deem expedient;1' ' '' 
and when the quarterly returns of any postmaster of the 
third, fourth, or fifth class show that the salary allowed is 
twenty per centum less than it would be on the basis of 
commission, the Postmaster-General shall readjust the
same.

Sec. 83. That in re-adjusting the salary of a postmaster, Amount.im«· to 
the amount thereof shall be ascertained by adding, to the 
whole amount of box-rents, commissions on the other postal 
revenues o f the office at the following rates: On the first 
one hundred dollars or less, sixty per centum ; on all over 
one hundred dollars, and not over four hundred dollars, fifty 
per centum ; on all over four hundred dollars and not over 
two thousand four hundred dollars, forty per centum; on 
all over two thousand four hundred dollars, fifteen per Amount or post- 
centum. And in order to ascertain the amount of the postal 
receipts o f each office, the Postmaster-General shall require 
postmasters to state, under oath, at such times and for such 
periods as he may deem necessary in each case, the amount 
of stamps canceled, the amount of box-rents received, the 
amount of unpaid postages collected, and the amount of post-

bow
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when box-rente age on printed and other mailable matter : Provided, however, 
extenxion of* free- That whenever, by reason of the extension of free-delivery of 

letters, the box-rents of any post-oflice are decreased, the Post
master-General may allow, out of the receipts of such office, 
a sum sufficient to maintain the salary thereof at the amount 
at which it had been fixed before the decreare in box-rents, 

orderseetabiinh- Se c . 84. That the Postmaster-General shall make all 
in writing; orders assigning or changing the salaries of postmasters in 

writing, and record them in his journal, and notify the 
change to the Auditor ; and any change made in such sala
ries shall not take effect until the first day of the quarter 
next following such order : Provided, That in cases of an 
extraordinary increase or decrease in the business of any 
post office, the Postmaster-General may adjust the salary of 

when to take the postmaster at such post-oflice, to take effect from the 
first day of the quarter or period the returns for which form 
the basis o f re adjustment.

Postmaster« not Sec. 85. That no postmaster shall, under any pretense
to retain шо re than _ . _ . . . _ .  . . . .  . .salary and co»· whatever, have, receive, or retain for himself, m the aggre

gate, more than the amount of his salary and his commis
sion on the money-order business, as hereinafter provided.

Distributing of*
ficca ;

S ec . 80. That the Postmaster-General may designate

Allowance
poatmaatera.

offices at the intersection of mail-routes as distributing or 
separating offices; and where any such office is of the third, 

to fourth, or fifth class, he may make a reasonable allowance 
to the postmaster for the necessary cost o f clerical services 
arising from such duties.

rostmnetem or Sec. 87. That the Postmaster-General may allow to the 
clatMcs and tit New postmaster at New York City, and to the postmasters at 
nibnvrd!'lor reni'! offices o f the first and second classes, out of the surplus 

revenues of their respective offices, that is to say, the ex
cess of box-rents and commissions over and above tbc sal
ary assigned to the office, a reasonable sum for the neces
sary cost of rent, fuel, lights, furniture, stationery, printing, 

xo niinwance clerks, and necessary incidentals, to lie adjusted on a satis- 
factory exhibit o f the facts, and no such allowance shall be 
made except upon the order of the Postmaster-General. 

Salary,*c.,may Sec. 88. That the salary of a postmaster, and such other 
receipts o f оки·.'1 expenses of the postal service authorized by law as may be 

incurred by him, and for which appropriations have been 
made, may be deducted out of the receipts o f bis office, 
under the direction of the Postmaster-General, 

voucher« fordo- Sec. 89. That vouchers for all deductions made by apóst-duetton to be sub· . .
muted to Auditor, master out of the receipts of his office, on account ot the 

expenses of the postal service, shall be submitted for ex
amination and settlement to the Auditor for the Post-Office
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Department, and no sneh deduction shall be valid unless 
found to be in conformity with law.

Se c . 1)0. That whenever, by reason of the presence of a compensation
’’ , ,,, , for uuueual busi*

military or naval lorce near any post-omce, or írom any Other ih*ks ut any post* 
cause, unusual business accrues thereat, the Postmaster-üflkc'
General shall та к с  а special order allowing· reasonable com
pensation for clerical service, and a proportionate increase 
of salary to the postmaster during the time of such extra
ordinary business.

Se c . 140. That postmasters shall notify the publisher of N,,tico *Ьа.г 
any newspaper, or other periodical, when any subscriber ”ш№'“кви lfom 
shall refuse to take the same from the office, or neglect to 
call for it for the period of one month.

Se c . 14.1. That any postmaster who shall unlawfully de- ь·«?™ nr otu.-r. . .  ! . mail-matter, the
tain in Ins office any letter or other mail-matter, the posting poking of which

x» , . . . , t . , .not prohibited by
ot winch is not prohibited by law, with intent to preventinw, eimii not be 
the arrival and delivery of the same to the person to whom Unt." &c. m 
it is addressed, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding live hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not Penalty <>f. 
exceeding six months, and he shall be forever thereafter 
incapable of holding the office of postmaster.

S e c . 110. That any person employed in any department realty upon
"  * r  “ " .  «ny employe iu

o f the postal service, who shall unlawfully detain, delay, or ">» p°smi » т м  
open any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters intrusted taining loucw, 
to him, or which shall have come into his possession, and 
which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or 
delivered by any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, 
letter-carrier, or other person employed in any department of 
the postal service, or forwarded through or delivered from 
any post-office or branch post-office established by authority 
of the Postmaster-General; any such person who shall se
crete, embezzle, or destroy any such letter, packet, bag, or Fomccn-ting, or 
mail of letters, as aforesaid, which shall not contain any se- n't
curity for or assurance relating to money or other thing of cul" J‘mDi” c· 
value, every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such olleuse, forfeit and pay a penalty of not exceed
ing five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than 
one year, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Se c . 133. That no mail-matter shall be delivered until Man-mutter notto bo delivered Uu*
the postage «lue thereon has been paid. til postage is paid.

Se c . 134. That no box at any post-office shall be assigned в»*™ at post-
*■ γ  ofticos to bo puid

to the use o f any person until the rent thereof has be< ¿11 <Ί1ν quarter Ul ad* 

paid for at least one quarter in advance, for which the post
master shall give a receipt.

Se c . 172. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes ivamaut«.· to
_  , ,, bo furnbbi-d with

shall be lurinshed by the Postmaster-General to all post-posuge-atamp»
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and stamped en-masters, and sliall bekept forsale atallpost-offices; and each 

л'пТ’how »c-postmaster shall he held accountable for all such stamps 
к,ше. and envelopes furnished to him.

Postoge-etamps Sec. 175. That postage-stamps aillxed to all mail-matter 
" ,  when “to or the stamped envelopes in which the same is inclosed, 
be defaced. when depositing for mailing or delivery, shall be defaced 

by the postmaster at the mailing office in such manner as 
the Postmaster-General may direct ; and if any mail-matter 
shall be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes beingPostmasters

papers ;

роаьпТь-го.. η°· so defaced, the postmaster at the office o f delivery shall 
er“i,lir tuill,rc of· deface them, and report the delinquent postmaster to the 

Postmaster-General.
ı.ist of в on-do- · Sec. 188. That the Postmaster-General may direct the 

bcpoíüíw’puií publication of the list o f non-deli vered letters at any post- 
office by a written list posted in some public place, or, when 
he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the 
publication of sudi list in the daily or weekly newspaper 
regularly published within the post-office delivery which has 

in „hat nenn the largest circulation within such delivery ; and where no 
daily paper is published within the post-office delivery, such 
list may be published in the daily newspaper of any adjoin
ing delivery having the largest circulation within the de
livery of the post-office publishing the list ; and in case of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the 
postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. 
Such list shall be published as frequently as the Postmaster- 
General may deem proper, but not ottener than once a week. 

Sec. 189. That the list of non delivered letters addressed 
im, hi wbui to persons foreign born may be published in a newspaper 

printed in the language most used by them, which shall bo 
selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section. 

Letter» contain- Sec. 190. That, under such regulations as the Postmas-
i n g  Γηπ' Γι οηηΙ  c u r -  ,  · ι  i i  t i«•ney to ь.· regie* ter-Gcncral may prescribe, all postmasters are hereby an
¿c. thorizecl to register, in the manner prescribed by law, but

without payment of any registration fee, all letters contain
ing fractional or other currency of the United States, which 
shall be by them sent by mail to the Treasurer of the 
United States for redemption ; and it shall be the duty of 
the postmaster at the city of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, to register, in like manner, without charge, 
all letters containing new currency returned for currency re
deemed, which shall be received by him from the said 
Treasurer, in sealed packages, marked with the word “  reg
ister” over the official signature o f the said Treasurer.

Sec. 191. That every postmaster shall post, in a couspic-

How often :

Λ (ld ifu s o fl  to 
persona foreign 
Worn« 
m- ws paper.

List of rton-de·
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nous place in his office, a copy of each list of non-đeliveređ livm-a letter« to 
letters immediately after its publication. be ported, &c.

Sec. 193. That all letters published as non-delivered shall Additional 
be charged with one cent in addition to the regular postage, щ юГ& с.ccu< 
to be accounted for as part o f the postal revenue.

Sec. 198. That when the writer o f any letter on which the netter«, ¡r ΡΓ(·.
. . , , ,. , . 1 . paid, not calledpostage is prepaid shall indorse upon the outside thereoftor,toь« n-mmed 

his name aud address, such letter shall not be advertised, 
but after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is 
directed thirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall 
be returned to him without additional charge for postage, 
and if not then delivered shall be treated as a dead-letter.

Sec. 199. That prepaid and free letters shall be forwarded Prepaid.&c..ief.
... , ,v, » « ,, . tern to be lor·trom one post-office to another, at the request ot the party warded without 
addressed, without additional charge for postage.

Sec. 290. That if any postmaster, or other person author- realty rur demanđing, &C., any
ized by the Postmaster-General to receive the postage of postage otn.rthan, oCC,
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any rate of 
postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than is provided by 
this act, for the postage of letters or packets, on conviction 
thereof, he shall forfeit, for every such offense, one hundred 
dollars.

S e c . 100. That in case of the sickness or unavoidable iv»tm«t«r atmoney -order olucu
absence from his office of the postmaster of any money-or- m»y, ¡» »<'.t Ac. authorize
der post-office, lie may, with the approval ot the Post-master- chi.-r e v rk .* e „  to
.  , , act in his placo.General, authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk ein- &.·. 
ployed therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the 
duties required by law o f such postmasters : Provided, That 
the official bond given by the principal o f the office shall 
be held to cover and apply to the acts o f the person ap
pointed to act in his place in such cases: And provided fur
ther, That such acting officer shall, for the time being, be 
subject to all the liabilities and penalties prescribed by law 
for the official misconduct in like cases of the postmaster for 
whom he shall act.



C lí A P T E R  IV.
F I N A N C  К .

Unclaimed mo
ney from dead-let
ter* and o t h e r  
money к to be de
posited нм part «»f 
postal revenue.

Revenue from 
monoy-ordcr busi- 
Detta.

Postages, box· 
rents, &c, , 1o bo 
accounted for ns 
part of postal rev 
enues, <Scc.

Appropriati«» n я 
for postal service.

Se c . 42. That unclaimed money in dead-letters for which 
no owner can be found; all money taken from the mail by 
robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come into the hands 
o f any agent or employee o f the United States, or any other 
person whatever; all tines and penalties imposed for any 
violation of the postal laws, except such part as may by 
law belong to the informer or party prosecuting for the 
same; and all money derived from the sale of waste paper 
or other public property of the Post-Office Department, shall 
be deposited in the Treasury, under the direction of the 
Postmaster-General, as part of the postal revenue. And 
the Postmaster-General is hereby directed to cause to be 
placed to the credit o f the Treasurer of the United States 
for the service of the Post-Office Department, the net pro
ceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of the 
Post-Office Department derived from this source during 
each quarter shall be entered liy the Auditor of the Treas
ury for the Post-Office Department, in the accounts of said 
Department, under the head of “  revenue from money-order 
business.”

Se c . 4!h That all postages, box-rents, and other receipts 
at post-offices shall be accounted for as part of the postal 
revenues; and any part thereof which the postmaster has 
neglected to collect, lie shall be charged with and held 
accountable for the same as if he had collected it.

S e c . 4(1. That the money required for the postal service 
¡a each year shall be appropriated by law out of the reve
nues of the service.
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Sec. 47. That payments of money out of the Treasury on Payments .mnc- 
account ot the postal service snail he in pursuance ot ap- nei-vice, how to ы> 
propriations made by law, by warrants of the Postmaster-"1"1'
General, registered and countersigned by the Auditor for 
the Post onico Department, and expressing on their face the 
appropriation to which they should be charged.

Sec. 48. That all payments on account of the postal serv- то what per 
ice shall be made to persons to whom the sameshall be cer ” 
tided to be due by the Auditor; but advances of necessary 
sums to defray expenses may be made by the Postmaster- 
General to agents employed to investigate mail depreda
tions, examine post routes and offices, and on other like NeceS!Uiry afl 
services, to be charged to them by the Auditor, and to be p«miei,howrmad«.·. 
accounted for in the settlement of their accounts.

Sec. 54. That the postal revenues, and all debts due the Postni revenue*,
. Å <·.. be paid Into

Post-Office Department-, shall, when collected, he paul ıuto the Treasury, 
the Treasury o f the United States, under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General ; and the Treasurer, assistant treas
urer, or designated depositary receiving such payment shall 
give the depositor duplicate receipts therefor.

Sec. 53. That all deposits on account of the postal service Deposits on nc- 
shall he brought into the Treasury by warrants of the Post- », -"vie,·,&c.''" Ы 
master-General, countersigned by the Auditor; and no credit 
shall he allowed for any deposit until such warrant has been 
issued.

Sec. 5(5. That the Postmaster-General may transfer money Tmn r̂ of mo- 
belonging to the postal service between the Treasurer, as- postai sem«·, 
sistant treasurer, and designated depositaries, at bis discre
tion, and as the safety of the public money and the conven
ience of the service may require.

Sec. 57. That all lines and penalties imposed for any vio- пш·» «mí pen-
■ «Ules when, &e..lation of any law relating to the Post-Office Department, orto ь« Ρ««ι mm 

ot any other law where such violation atiects the revenue *c. 
or property of the Post Office Department, shall, when col
lected or recovered, be paid into the Treasury, to the credit 
o f the United States, for the use of the Post-Office Depart
ment, excepting, however, such part thereof as may, by law, 
belong to the party informing or prosecuting for the same.

3 I' с



c h a p t e r  у .

Μ  О X  Ε  Y  - O IŁ E¡> E  ÎL S Y S  T  E  M .

Mouey-ordcr«ys- Ье с . 102. That to promote public convenience, and to m-
ti-ui, patHblL'h- . ,, „ , , , ,mim ot sure greater security m the transferor money through the

mail, the Postmaster-General may establish, under such 
rules and regulations as he may deem expedient, a uniform 
money-order system, at all suitable post-offices, which shall 
be designated as “  money-order offices.”

Arrangement* Sec. 103. That the Postmaster-General may conclude ar- 
mnni-nt* for c-x- ran gemente with the post-departments of foreign govern- 
«rteÆ,' 'íif '3 ! ments, with which postal conventions have been or may he 
som» of money, gondmjej^ for the exchange, by means of postal orders, of 

small sums of money, not exceeding fifty dollars in amount, 
at such rates o f exchange, and compensation to postmas
ters, and under such rules and regulations, as he may deem 
expedient; and the expenses of establishing and conducting 
such system of exchange may be paid out of the proceeds 
of the money-order business.

Sec . 104. That the postmaster at a money-order office 
shall issue, in s u c h  manner and form as the Postmaster-Gen
eral may prescribe, an order for a specified sum of money, 
payable by the postmaster at any other money-order office 
which the person applying therefor may select; but no 
money-order shall be delivered until the amount thereof, 
and the proper foe therefor, have been deposited with Hie 
postmaster issuing it : Provided, That the postmaster o f every 

cea aro m op"î"'city where branch post-offices or stations are established 
and in operation, subject to his supervision, is hereby au
thorized, under the direction of the Postmaster General, to 
issue, or to cause to be issued, by any of his assistants or

Expenses of.

Postal money- 
order«, rille» fur
i nnu in g ;

In cities where ı

lion.
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Ъе hehl accountable upon bis official ïm' f 0* ,h,u1 o»nui occou utuliło
or his designatedГш: ™om'v r,>”  cotvod lo r  money*

Lawn now 
force (o apply.

clerks in charge of branch post-offices or stations, postal 
money-orders payable at liis own or at any other money- 
order office, or at any branch post-office or station of his 
own, or o f any other money-order office, as the remitters 
thereof may direct; and that the postmaster and his sureties P(),t m i l t t nn(1 

shall in every case
borni for all moneys received by him
assistants or clerks in charge of stations from the issue o f°rdt*r,i· 
money-orders under the provisions of this act, and for all 
moneys which may come into his or their hands, or be placed 
in his or their custody by reason of the transaction by them 
of money-order business. And all the provisions of law 
now in force respecting tin* issne and the payment o f money- 
orders, and the disposal of money-order funds in the cus
tody of postmasters, shall apply to all money-orders issued 
under the authority given by this act, and to all moneys 
received from the issue thereof.

Seo. 105. That any postmaster who shall issue a money- ( 11>|™·ΐ ]̂|,1Γ1ι"ΐ5 
order without having previously received the money therefor |Ч"
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be lined not less than fifty nor more than five г м т П у for. 

hundred dollars.
Sec. 106. That in ease of sickness or unavoidable absence п«««»·«« у

тот-у-огскт ot*
from his office of the post-master o f any nmnev-order post - n<-. may, in <·,<-<· 
ofliro, lie inny, with the npproval of the PostmasterOcMieral, 7» <i..k »..act
authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk employed 
therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the duties 
required by law of such postmasters: Provided, That the ,i( J’™1,! 
official bond given by the principal of the office shall h e l 
heid to cover and apply to the acts o f the person appointed 
to act in his place in such cases : And provided further, That 
such acting officer shall, for the time being, be subject to all 
the liabilities and penalties proscribed by law for the. official , J,, pelmb 
misconduct in like eases of the postmaster for whom h e,ie* &c' 
shall act.

Sec. 107. That no money-order shall he issued for more ΐ™
than fifty dollars, and the fees therefor shall he, for orders i·«* »borer«*, 
not exceeding ten dollars, five cents; exceeding ten and not 
exceeding twenty dollars, ton cents; exceeding twenty and 
not exceeding thirty dollars, fifteen cents; exceeding thirty 
and not exceeding forty dollars, twenty cents; exceeding 
forty dollars, twenty-five cents.

Sec. ios. That Hie Postmaster-General shall s u p p l y office.0 

money-order offices with blank forms of application for 
money-orders, which each applicant shall till up with liis ljll̂ I"'un' fi" 
name, the name and address of the party to whom the order
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is to be paid, the amount, and the date of application ; and 
all such applications shall be preserved by the postmaster 
receiving them for such time as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe.

Sec . 109. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish 
money-order offices with printed or engraved forms for money- 
orders, and no order shall be valid unless it be drawn upon 
such form.

Sec. J1 0 . That the postmaster issuing a money-order shall 
send a notice thereof by mail, without delay, to the post
master on whom it is drawn.

Sec. 1 1 1 . That no money-order shall be valid and pay
able unless presented to the postmaster on whom it is drawn 
within one year after its date; but the Postmaster-General, 
on the application of the remitter or payee of any such order, 
may cause a new order to be issued in lieu thereof.

Sec. 112. That the payee of a money-order may, by his 
written indorsement thereon, direct ¡I to be paid to any 
other person, and the postmaster on whom it is drawn shall 
pay the same to the person thus designated, provided In
silali furnish such proof as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe that the indorsement is genuine, and that he is 
the person empowered to receive payment ; but more than 
one indorsement shall render an order invalid and not pay
able, and the holder, to obtain payment, shall be required 
to apply in writing to the Postmaster-General for a new order 
in lieu thereof, returning Unoriginal order, and making such 
proof of the genuineness of the indorsements as the Post
master General may require.

Sec. 113. That after a money-order has been issued, 
if  the purchaser desires to have it modified or changed, the 
postmaster who issued the order shall take it back and issue 
another in Hen o f it, for which a new lee shall be exacted.

Se c . 114. That the postmaster issuing a money-order shall 
repay the. amount of it upon the application o f the person 
who obtained it, and the return of the order, but the fee paid 
for it shall not be returned.

Sec. 1LÕ. That whenever a money-order has been lost, the 
Postmaster-General, upon the application of the remitter 
or payee of such order, may cause a duplicate thereof to 
bo issued, without charge, providing the party losing the 
original shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster by 
whom it was payable that it had not. been, and would not 
thereafter be, paid, and a similar certificate írom the post
master by whom it was issued that it had not been, and 
would not thereafter be, repaid.
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Sec. 110. That any person who shall, with intent to de-, p^aityforfore- 
fraud, falsely make, forge, counterfeit, engrave, or print, or ora.-r ; 
cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, 
engraved, or printed, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging, counterfeiting, engraving, or printing, any 
order in imitation of or purporting to be a money-order 
issued by the Post-Office Department, or any of its postmas
ters or agents, or any material signature or indorsement 
thereon; any person who shall falsely alter, or cause or pro- For fanny ¡ut«··

I . 1 .... . . . . . .. 1 1 .. fngor paeelD£,&C.|cure to be altered, or willingly aid or assist m talsely alter· «-mi ¡utont «oat
ing any such money-order; any person who shall, with intent 
to defraud, pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, 
or publish, as true, any such false, forged, counterfeited, or 
altered money-order, knowing the same, or any signature 
or indorsement thereon, to be false, forged, counterfeited, 
or altered, every such person shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned at 
hard labor for not less than two nor more than live years, 
and he lined not exceeding live thousand dollars.

Sec. 117. That all payments and transfers to and from ráments a»a 
money-order offices shall be under the direction of the Post- i'«·"«· moui-yurd.-r* office*.
mnster-Genonii. lie  may transfer money’-order fluids from 
one postmaster to another, and from the postal revenue to 
the money-order funds; and he may transfer money-order 
funds to creditors of the Department, to he replaced by 
equivalent transfers from the postal revenues.

Sec. 1  IS. That, the Postmaster-General may transfer to wJr̂ "|,Htf„crni¿rl 
the postmaster at any money-order office, by warrant on the ‘•»■"'•у·®1411·™· 
Treasury, countersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department, and payable out o f the postal revenues, such 
sum as may be required over and above the current revenues 
at his office to pay the money-orders drawn upon him.

Sec. 119. That the Postmaster-General shall require each n<.y '^ nr£or™c°) 
postmaster at a money-order office to render to the Post- ’¡J!eT,',|n,rê  
Ollice Department weekly, semi-weekly, or daily accounts 
of all money-orders issued and paid : o f all fees received 
for issuing them ; o f all transfers and payments made from 
money order funds; and of all money received to lie used 
for the payment of money-orders or on account of money- 
order business.

Sec. 120. That the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart- A«4",n' "r ,n‘‘ 
ment shall keep the accounts o f the monev-order business ' к :·’ 
separately, and in such manner as to show the number and 
amount of money-orders issued at each ollice, the number 
and amount paid, the amount of fees received, and all the 
expenses of the money-order business.
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Монку rm-ivoa Skc. 1 2 1 . That all money received for the sale o f money- 
лч ., to u« det-m-orders, including all fees thereon, all money transferred from 
fttu.is. the postal revenues to the money-order funds, all money

transferred or paid from the money-order funds to the serv
ice of the Post-Office Department, and all money-order 
funds transferred from one postmaster to another, shall be 
deemed and taken to be money-order funds and money in 

Aiwitdjint trea»- tlio Treasury of tlio United States. And it shall be the duty
urer to open an  ac- . * , .
couutoi nmriey ot the nssistnut treasurer ot the United otates to open, at
order ťuudtf.” . , ^  .tlio request ot the Postmaster-General, an account ot 

u money-order funds” deposited by postmasters to the credit 
o f the Postmaster-General, and of drafts against the amount 
so deposited, drawn by him and countersigned by the 
Auditor.

Minusiu if. &c. Sec. 122. That any postmaster, assistant, clerk, or otherany m oney-order * 1 1 1
tumi*, or ' aiding person employed in or connected with the business or opera-
i hi rein, t < » bo еш-
Szalem« nt; tions of any money-order ollice wlio símil convert to hisowu 

use, in any way whatever, or loan, or deposit in any bank, 
or exchange for other funds, any portion of the money-order 
funds, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement; and any 
such person, as well as every other person advising or par- 

renuiiy tor. ticipating therein, shall, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, be imprisoned for not less than six months nor 
more than ten years, and be fined in a sum equal to the 

кани™ to pay amount embezzled ; and any failure to pay over or produce 
primafadt ovi- any money-order ln i nis intrusted to such person shall be 
/.Juiucut. taken to be prima-facie evidence of embezzlement ; and upon 

the trial of any indictment against any person for such em
bezzlement, it shall be prima-facie evidence of a balance 

i n t r a n « ^ · against him to produce a transcript from the money-order 
Ac., to Ъг prima account-books of the Auditor for the Post office Depart-facie 1‘Vidcitc« of
i»»ituic·«gaiu.t ment. But nothing herein contained shall be construed to 

prohibit any postmaster depositing, under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General, in a national baule designateli by 
the Secretary of the Treasury for that purpose, to his own 
credit as postmaster, any money-order or other funds in his 
charge, nor prevent bis negotiating drafts or other evi
dences of debt tlirough suoli bunk, or through United States 
disbursing officers, or otherwise, when instructed or re
quired to do so by the Postmaster-General, lor the purpose 
o f remitting surplus money-order funds from one post-office 

Disbursing om another, to be used in payment· of money-orders. That
cere to lento du- 1 .
i,η· и.» »r i«iit disbursing officers of the United States shall be required to
checks lor, &c. 1

issue, undei- regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, duplicates o f lost checks drawn by them in
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favor of any postmaster on account of money-order or other 
public funds received by them from some other postmaster.

Sec. 123. That postmasters at money-order offices may be Payment topo«»- 
allowed, as compensation for issuing aud paying money- r̂‘iur office9 for. 
orders, not exceeding one-third of the whole amount of fees 
collected on orders issued, and one-fourth of one per centum 
on the gross amount of orders paid at their respective 
offices, provided such compensation, together with the post- Limit, 
master’s salary, shall not exceed lour thousand dollars per 
annum, except in the case of the postmaster at Slew York 
City, as hereinbefore provided.

Sec. 1 2 1 . That the Postmaster-General may pay out of. stationery nnd 
the proceeds of the money-order business t he cost of station- ьы-
ery and such incidental expenses as are necessary for the 
transaction of that business.

Sec. 125. That the Postmaster-General may employ such Additional dor*, 
an additional number of clerks at money-order offices asti№“; 
may be necessary for conducting the operations of the 
money-order system, who shall be paid out of the proceeds n<,'vimid· 
of the money-order business.

Sec. 42. * * * * * *
And the Postmaster-General is hereby directed to cause to ni'vonnę J™ '1v money-order bum-
be placed to the credit o f the Treasurer of the United States!asa· 
for the service of the Post-Office Department tlie net pro
ceeds o f the money-order business; and the receipts of the 
Post-Office Department derived from this source during each 
quarter shall be entered by the Auditor o f the Treasury for 
the Post-Office Department in the accounts of said De
partment, under the head of “  revenue from money-order 
business.”

Sec. 05. * * * * *  *
And where an office shall lie designated as a money-order n",id of poet-* runnier n t money-
office, the bond of the postmaster shall contain an additioi i ;i]  order office to con-

i . . . . , tain, &c., for faith-conclition tor the laitlitul performance ot a 1 1 unties ami obli- mi performance, 
gations in connection with the money-order business. On 
the death, resignation, or removal of a postmaster, his 
bond shall be delivered to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department. * * * * *
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Se c . 01. That the Postmaster-General shall establish post- 
offices at all such places on post-roads established by law as 
be may deem expedient, and lie shall promptly certify such 
establishment to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department.

Se c . 200. That all the waters of the United States shall 
be post-roads during the time the mail İs carried thereon, 
as provided in section two hundred and nineteen.

Se c . 201. That all railways and parts of railways which 
are now or hereafter may be put in operation are hereby 
declared to be post-roads.

Se c . 202. That all canals during the time the mail is 
carried thereon arc hereby declared to be post-roads.

Se c . 203. That all plank-roads during the time the mail 
is carried thereon are hereby declared to be post-roads.

Se c . 201. That the road on which the mail is carried to 
supply any court-house which may be without a mail, as 
provided in section two hundred and sixteen, and the road 
on which the mail is carried, under section two hundred and 
twenty-one, providing for extending the line of posts, shall, 
during the time such mail is carried thereon, be post-roads.

Se c . 205. That all letter-carrier routes established in any 
city or town, for the collection and delivery of mail-matter 
by carriers, are hereby declared to be post-roads.

Se c . 200. That when there is more than one road bet ween 
places designated by law for a post-road, the Postmaster- 
General may direct which shall be considered the post-road.

Se c . 207. That the Postmaster-General may change the 
terminus of post-roads connecting with or intersecting rail
ways when the service can be thereby improved.
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S e c . 208. That whenever, in the opinion of the Postmas
ter General, the postal service cannot be safely continued, 
the revenues collected, or the laws maintained on any post- 
road, he may discontinue the service on such road or any 
part thereof until the same can be safely restored.

S e c . 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for 
carrying the mail cn all post-roads established by law, as 
often as he, having due regard to productiveness and other 
circumstances, may think proper.

S e c . 210. That the Postmaster-General shall cause a mail 
to be carried from the nearest post-office on any established 
post-road to the court-house of any county in the United 
States which is without a mail.

Mny discontinue 
service on auy 
road.

Maila to be car
ried on alt post· 
roads, bow otten.

To bo carried to 
court -bouse of any 
county without a 
mail.
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Skc. 77. That postmasters shall promptly report to the 
Postmaster-General every delinquency, neglect, or malprac
tice o f the contractors, their agents, or carriers, which may 
come to their knowledge.

Sec. 73. That no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or 
clerk employed in auy post-office shall be a contractor or 
concerned in any contract for carrying the mail.

Se c . 2 UÍ). That the Postmaster-General may, when lie 
deems it advisable, contract for the transportation o f the 
mails to and from any post-office ; but where such service 
is performed over a route not established by law, it shall be 
bis duty to report the same to Congress at its meeting next 
thereafter, and said service shall cease at the end of the 
next session of Congress, unless said route is established a 
post-route by Congress.

S e c . 210. That the Postmaster-General shall arrange the 
railway-routes on which the mail is carried, including those 
in which the service is partly by railway and partly by 
Steamboat, into three classes, according to the size of the 
mails, the speed at which they are carried, and the fre
quency and importance of the service, so that each railway 
company shall receive, as far as practicable, a proportionate 
and just rate of compensation, according to the service per
formed.

S e c . 211. That the pay for carrying the mail on any rail
way of the hrst class shall not exceed three hundred dollars 
per mile per annum ; on auy railway of the second class it
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shall not exceed ouo hundred dollars per mile per annum ; 
and on any railway of the third class it shall not exceed a™.qj*i,.m«,p.«  
fifty dollars per mile per annum ; but if one-half the service 
on any railway is required to be performed iu the night
time, t lie Postmaster-General may pay twenty-five per cent
um iu addition to the above maximum rates.

Sec. 2 1 2 . That if the Postmaster-General is unable to 
contract for carrying the mail on any railway-route at illctt1er'“luil-1i,’ iLy·· 
compensation not exceeding the maximum rates herein pro-™11̂ . &c- 
vided, or for what he may deem a reasonable and fair com
pensation, he may separate the letter-mail from the other 
mail, and contract, either with or without advertising, for 
carrying such letter-mail by horse-express or otherwise, at 
the greatest speed that can reasonably be obtained, and fur 
carrying the other mail in wagons, or otherwise, at a slower 
rate of speed.

Sec. 2 1 2 . That every railway-company carrying the mail 
shall carry on anv train which may run over its road, nndia,T-v llU„miliUlbk' 
without extra charge therefor, all mailable matter directed 
to be carried thereon, with the person in charge of the 
same.

SEC. 214. That all railwav-companies to which the United IIavi,,e I,u,<1·* 1 grantu to carry
States have furnished aid bv grant of lands, right of wav,mail nt bu 1

. . ' pricea.
or otherwise, shall carry the mail at such prices as Congress 
may by law provide; and, until such price, is fixed by law, 
the Postmaster-General may fix the rate o f compensation.

Sec. 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for . w  »  i» «r- 
carrying the mail on all post-roads established by law as” "1*· 
often as he, having due regard to productiveness and other 
circumstances, may think proper.

Sec. 2 1  (>. That the Postmaster-General shall cause a mail t ,̂ 'j íůuM̂ níny 
to be carried from the nearest post-office on any established 'vl,hom :i 
post-road to the court-house of any county in the United 
States which is without a mail.

Sec. 217. That the Postmaster-General may contract for м.т on naviga-. . Ύ . Ыо canals ;carrying the mail on the navigable canals ot the several 
States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or conven
ience requires it.

Sec. 218. That the Postmaster-General may contract for on ры.к-гоасп, 
carrying the mail on any plank-road iu the United States, 
when the public interest or convenience requires it.

Sec. 2lí). That the Postmaster-General may cause the inrte«mboat»: 
mail to be carried in any steamboat or other vessel used as 
a packet on any of the waters o f the United States.

Sec. 2 2 0 . That the Postmaster-General may, if he deem in »teamıUp»; 
it for the public interest, make contracts for any period not



44

exceeding one year, for carrying the mail in steamships be 
tween any of the ports of the United States, 

on̂ ny MtSSiThed Sec. ^21. That the Postmaster-General may enter into 
ΓΗ“1υ· contracts for extending the line of posts to supply mails to

post-offices not on any established route, and, as a com pen- 
therefoT.piDsWion sation for carrying the mail under such contracts, may allow 

not exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the postums
ter at such special offices.

e / Ä c f0Yney Sec. 227. That any person eoncernedin carrying the mail, 
к «  coiiiwy to who shall collect, receive, or carry any letter or packet, or 

cause or procure the same to be done, contrary to law, shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding fifty dollars.

separate car Sec. 240. That when the amount o f  mail-matter to be car-
nago of letter-mail
may b« provided ried on any mail-route is so great as to seriously retard tlie 

progress or endanger the security of the letter-mail, or ma
terially increase tlic cost o f carriage at tlie ordinary rate of 
speed, the Postmaster-General may provide for the separate 
carriage o f the letter-mail at the usual rate o f speed ; but 

other mmi not the oilier mail-matter shall not be delayed any more than 
m ccYn'iyJ u“ is absolutely necessary, having due regard to the cost o f ex

pedition and the means at his disposal for effecting the 
. same.

p г о p о и.ai и for Sec. 243. That before making any contract for carrying
c u r r y i n g  t ho e .
mull to bo udver- the mail, other than those hereinafter excepted, the Post-
tlucd bufore con- ’  . . . .  . , ,  . . .tract#arc medo; master-Geueral shall give public notice by advertising once 

a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceeding five, 
newspapers published in the State or Territory where the 
service is to be performed, one of which shall be published 
at the seat of government of such State or Territory; and 

Advertisement# such notice shall describe the route, the time at which the 
mail is to be made up, the time at which it is to he deliv
ered, and the frequency o f the service; and the Postmaster- 
General shall direct, by special order in each ease, tlienews- 

NewHpapcr#, papers in which mail-lettings, or other proposals relative to 
boweeiccn-ii, j.jie pUHjncss of his Department, shall be advertised, and no

publisher shall be paid for such advertisements without 
having been requested by the Postmaster-General to pub
lish the same.

Proponál# m ьи SEC. 244 That proposals for carrying the mail shall be 
nealed until. Xu.; delivered sealed, and so kept until the bidding is closed, and 

when and how shall then be opened and marked in the presence of the
opened. , .Postmaster-General, ami one of the Assistant Postmasters- 

General, or of two of the Assistant Postmasters-Gcneral, or 
o f any other two officers o f the Department, to lie designated 

Bidder# may by the Postmaster-General; and any bidder may withdraw
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liis bid at anytime before twenty-four hours previous to tliewlfMr#,v Uills·
and how.

time 11X141 tor t lie opening of proposals, by serving upon the 
Postmaster-General, or the Second Assistant Postmaster- 
General, notice in writing of such withdrawal.

Sec . 215. That every proposal for carrying the mail shall егорокпЫо
* *" lm vo η written

bo accompanied by a written guarantee, signed by one orF ^ m m e e  t h a t ,  

more responsible persons, and undertaking that, within such 
time after the bid is accepted as the Postmaster-General 
may prescribe, the bidder will enter into an obligation, with 
good and sufficient suret ies, to perform the service proposed ; łŴ , to 
and no proposals shall be considered unless accompanied &c· 
by such guarantee.

Sec. 2-10. That each bid for carrying the mail shall here- пж·* imvoomh 
after lun e affixed to it the oath of the bidder, taken b e f o r e &с- 
an officer qualified to administer oaths, that he has the abil
ity pecuniarily to ful lili bis obligations, and that, the bid is 
made in good faith and with the intention to enter into 
contract and perform the service, in ease his bid shall be 
accepted; and that the signatures o f his guarantors are 
genuine, and that he believes said guarantors pecuniarily 
responsible for and able to pay all damages the United 
States shall suffer by reason of the bidder’s failing to perform 
his obligations as such bidder.

Sec. 217. That any postmaster or other officer o f the Post- p,n!,,'y » ι· <* »
poetuiHKter, Ac..

Office Department- who shall affix his signature to the ecr-far «-̂ ¡ryin* »··. , · t* . naf fie Icncy oftilmåte ot sufficiency ot guarantors or sureties belore tlieĝ imutor«, ¿c.., - i i i  · befor*·, «Le.guarantee or contract is signed by the guarantors or sureties, 
or shall knowingly make any false or illusory certificate, 
shall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, 
be"punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both.

Sec. 218. That the Postmaster-General shall have re- Ai>stmct or pro-
posais for carrying

cornuti, hi а book tobe  kopt for that purpose, a true and ою ».m¡u to ь· rc- 
faithful abstract o f all proposals made to him for carrying 
the mail, giving fhe name of the party offering, the terms 
of the oiler, the sum to be paid, and the time the contract 
is to continue; and lie shall put on file and preserve the 
originals o f all such proposals.

Sec. 2 -1 Í). That all contracts for carrying the mail shall be . C°;»™C,K for. 
in the name of the United States, and shall be awarded to?.' l ,n i , i '¡1' otate*, ano uwnra-
the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees for faith- '.'1 to |owwst 1)1,1 

ful performance, without other reference to the mode of 
transportation than may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security thereof; but the Postmaster- 
General shall not be bound to consider the bid of any per-
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BUI, or „H ^son vrlio lias willfully or negligently failed to perform a for-
eon»klurecl. ГПОГ Contract.
cnrrTinff'be mnu Sec. 250. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be 
with'селйп'рсг-mode with any person who has entered, or proposed to 
“<|,|й· enter, into any combination to [irevent the making of any

bid for carrying the mail, or who has made any agreement, or 
given or performed, or promised to give or perform, any con
sideration whatever to induce any other person not to bid 
for any such contract : and if any person so offending is a 
contractor for carrying the mail, his contract may be an- 

ivnaitk·«. nulled ; and for the first offense the person so offending shall 
be disqualified to contract for carrying the mail for live years, 
and for the second offense shall be forever disqualified.

Coni roc * ta v* Sec. 251. That after am regular bidder or contractor formade with next
irtwent iiifbK'r, the transportation of the mail upon any route shall havewhet», &-C·, if &.C* failed to enter into contract, and commence the performance 

thereof as herein provided, the Postmaster-General shall 
proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder for such 
service, wlm willenter into a contractând perform the same, 
unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid too 

Regular con· high, in which case he shall rc-advertise such service. And 
iniuh in fo’rcé p'x in all cases of regular contracts hereafter inaile the contract 

may, in the discretion of the Postmaster General, be con
tinued in force beyond its express terms for a period not ex
ceeding six months, until a new contract with the same or 
other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-General. 

Ortmn con-The Postmaster-General may contract, without advertise*truet« mfulo with- . . » ,mundviTtiiiemi-nt. ment, for a period not to exceed twelve months, lof tlic car
riage o f the mail on such route during the time that shall 
necessarily elapse between the failure of either of the ac
cepted bidders to enter into a contract and the time when 
the next accepted bidder under the old or a new advertise- 

Difference in ment shall enter upon his contract ; and the diÜeroiıce be- 
кГгиШпеьшст/ tween the price proposed in the accepted bid and that paid 

for intermediate service shall be charged to the failing bid
der or bidders, and may be recovered in tlie name of the 
United States for the use of the Post-Office Department, 

Actum m roen» in an action on the case. And when the contract shall beto United .Staten. . .. ,made and concluded, tbc difference, between the accepted 
bid of the failing bidders and the amount payable under 
the contract for the service of two years shall he forthwith 
charged against the failing ladder or bidders; and an action 
for such sum iu the nature of liquidated damages shall ac
crue to the United States for the use o f the Post-Office De
partment immediately upon the execution of the final con-
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tract. And both causes of action mentioned in this section 
may be joined in one suit.

Sec. 252. That no bidder for carrying the mails shall be beB̂ ee" (.an',/1.0J® 
released from his obligation under his bid or proposal, not-£,clif llions un,il· 
withstanding an award made to a lower bidder, until a con
tract for the designated service shall have been duly exe
cuted by such lower bidder and his sureties, aud accepted, 
and the service entered upon by the contractor to the satis
faction o f the Postmaster-General.

Sec. 253. That hereafter all bidders upon everv mail-route up°ncert.iiu 
for the transportation of the mails upon t he same, where accompanied with1 ’ certified c h o c k ,
tue annual compensation for the service on such route at &c *. 
the time exceeds the sum of live thousand dollars, shall ac
company their bids with a certified check or draft, payable 
to the order of the Postmaster-General, upon some solvent 
national bank, which check or draft shall not be less than 
five per centum on the amount of the annual pay on said 
route at the time such hid is made ; and in case o f new serv- В1̂ ’1сссП8в ηΓ ne"' 
ice, not less than live per centum of the amount of one 
year's pay proposed in such bid, if the bid exceed five thou
sand dollars per annum. In case any bidder, on being 
awarded any such contract, shall fail to execute tin· same,Ac· 
with good and sufficient sureties, according to the terms on 
which such bid was made and accepted, and enter upon the 
performance of the service to the satisfaction of the Post
master-General, such bidder shall forfeit the amount s o  de
posited to the United States, and the same shall forthwith 
he paid into the Treasury for the use of the Post-office De
partment; but if such contract shall be duly executed aud tura^V&lT"* 
the service entered upon as aforesaid, such draft or check 
so deposited shall be returned to the bidder.

Sec. 251. That any person or persons bidding for flic humc™ receiv‘  ̂ ing nn award of
transportation of the mails niton any route which may be*,,,1,tr,,«t »na

. . .  i i ·  * i * wrongfully re faunu v e r t  1.SC(1 to b e  le t ,  and r e c e i v i n g  an a w a r d  of the c o n t r a r i  ing lo «»nti-r into 
• 1 · i i l l  .. n c o n tr a c t  to belor such service, who shall wrongtully reiuse or lad to enter guilty of. &c. ·. 

into contract with the Postmaster-General in due form, and 
perform the service described in bis or their bid or proposal, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, aud, on convic
tion thereof, be punished by a tine not exceeding live thou
sand dollars and by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
twelve months.

Sec. 255. That the Postmaster General, whenever lie may 
deem it consistent with the public interest, may accept new 
surety upon any contract existing or hereafter made for 
carrying (lie mails, in substitution for and release of any 
existing surety.

Penalty for.

Now u n r c t у 
may bo accepted.
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carrying tho mall 
not to be made for 
longer time tlmu,

c.

If route i* not 
advertised for reg
ular letting, н а ш е  
to be advertised, 
Sees

Noti со of chango 
of terms of ехЫ* 
log contracts.

S e c . 25G. That no contract for carrying flic mail sliall be 
made for a longer term than four years, and no contract for 
carrying the mail on the sea shall he madefor a longer term 
than two years.

Se c . 257. That whenever, by reason of any error, omis
sion, or other cause, any route which should properly he 
advertised for the regular letting is omitted, it shall he the 
duty of the Postmaster-Geueral to advertise the same as 
soon as the error or omission shall he discovered, and the 
proposals for such route sliall he opened as soon as possible 
after the other proposals in the same contract section ; and 
the contract made under such supplementary advertisement 
sliall run, as nearly as possible, from the beginning to the 
end o f the regular contract term, and, during the time nec
essarily lost by reason of such error, omission or other 
cause, the Postmaster-General shall provide for the carry
ing of the mail on such route at as low rate as possible, 
without advertising.

Se c . 258. That whenever it becomes necessary to change 
the terms of an existing contract for carrying the mail other
wise than as provided in sections two hundred and sixty and 
two hundred and sixty-one, notice thereof shall he given and 
proceedings had thereon the same as at the letting of orig 
inal contracts.

n-hi« Pi'mi¡ínrimiü Sec. 25!·. That, no person whose hid for carrying the mail 
°ntedlct Ы KXl" >-s accepted shall receive any pay until lie lias executed his 

contract according to law and the regulations of the De
partment.

tionâf»i-rvíci"ddi' ®E0* That compensation for additional service in car- 
carrying the mail shall not he in excess o f the exact pro
portion which (lie original compensation hears to the orig
inal service ; and when any such additional service is ordered 
the sum to he allowed therefor shall he expressed in the 
order, and entered upon the books of the Department; and 
no compensation shall ho paid for any additional regular 
service rendered before the issuing o f such order.

Ext™ ni ion-ane« SEC. 2 G1 . That no extra allowance shall be made for anyfor I n ere atte d, , . .нр.чч! in currying increase ot expedition in carrying the mini unless thereby 
lowed, unletM, &c. the employment of additional stock and carriers is made 

necessary, and in such case the additional compensation 
shall hear no greater proportion to the additional stock and 
carriers necessarily employed than the compensation in the 
original contract hears to the stock and carriers necessarily 
employed in its execution.

Duplicate* о r s e c . 2G2. That the Postmaster-General shall deliver tocontracts for Au·
duor- the Auditor for the Post-Olliee Department, within sixty
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days after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, 
a duplicate copy thereof.

Sec. 203. That the Postmaster-General, after advertising contract« for 
lbr proposals, may enter into contracts or make suitable i ft rotigli fore Iga 
arrangements for transporting the mail through any foreign ,oumr' '&c· 
country, between any two points in the United States, and 
such transportation shall lie by the speediest, safest, and 
most economical route; and all contracts therefor m aybe 
revoked whenever any new road or canal shall be opened 
affording a speedier, more economical, and equally safe trans
portation between the same points ; but in case of the rev- In caso of revn·

, , ,, . . . .. . , cation и lair in·ocation ot any such contract, a lair indemnity shall b e<i«uii>¡<y to ъо«ι·- . , * lowed.awarded to the contractor.
S e o . 2 (U. That the Postmaster-General may contract with Contract« wit:.

owner* of »tenni*the owner or master oí any steamboat plying· upon the wa- iwat.-. a..·, for car
tt · i £-». * . ryioffinaila;ters от the united states, or ot any steamship or other ves- 

sel plying between ports of the United States, for carrying 
the mail for any length of time less than four years, and 
without advertising for proposals therefor, whenever the 
public interest and convenience will thereby be promoted; 
but the price paid for such service shall in no case be greater rn№, 
than the average price paid under the last preceding or then 
existing regular contract on the same route.

Sec, 2(15. That the Postmaster-General may enter into 
contracts for carrying the mail, with railway companies, 
without advertising for bids therefor; and the Postmaster- 
General may allow any railroad company with whom ho 
may contract for the carrying of the United States mail, 
and who furnish railway post-olliee cars for the transporta
tion of the mail, such additional compensation beyond that Ad<m¡.maicom 

now allowed by law as lie may think fit, not exceeding,1 " a""' 
however, fifty per centum of the said rates.

Sec. 1ÍÜÜ. That the Postmaster-General may make deduc- Deduction»from 
l ions from the pay of contractors for failures to perform i.w Liur"*a\-md 
service according to contract, and impose fines upon them .̂спсюГ 'и '“ 
for other delinquencies. lie  may deduct the juice of the 
trip in all cases whore the trip is not performed ; and not 
exceeding three times the price if the failure be occasioned 
by the fault o f the contractor or carrier.

Sec. 271. That no contractor for transporting the mail cmmncis not
to lir aHbigncii.

within or between the United States and any foreign coun
try shall assign or transfer his contract, and all such assign
ments or transfers shall be null and void.

1 I' c

With railroad 
co!ii]>:uiu*g



C H A P T E R  VIII .

P  R  В V A T  E  F, X  P  12 E  S S E S .

EïtnwiBhmentnf Sec. 228. That no person shall establish any privato ex- 
i b r c a l r y f r ig S «  press for tlio conveyance of lettors or packets, or in any 
prohibited. manner cause or provido for the conveyance of the same by 

regular trips or at stated periods, over any post-route which 
is or may be established by law, or from any city, town, or 
place to any other city, town, or place between which tlm 

Penalty. mail is regularly carried ; and every person so offending, 
or aiding or assisting therein, shall, for each Offense, forfeit 
and pay one hundred and fifty dollars.

Penalty u p o n  Sec. 229. That the owner of every stage-coach, railway-
ow n en o fvehicle», . . . . . . . . . .  . .
& e , for km,w in- car, steamboat, or other velnete or vessel, winch shall, with 
iktho:. acting ns a Ню knowledge of any owner, in whole or m partkor with 
'■■mVvy;',m,v oTiet* the knowledge or connivance of the driver, conductor, was-
tere aud packe tu. , . .  , ι ,. , ,ter, or other person having charge ot the same, convey any 

person acting or employed as a private express for the con
veyance of letters or packets, and actually in possession of 
the same for the purpose of conveying them contrary to the 
spirit, true intent, and meaning of this law, shall, for every 
such offen se, forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Penalty u p o n  Sec . 230. That no person shall transmit by privato ox-
пемопя trau binit· , .  _ . .  . .  * , ,,
tiuff,Ä-<-.,ui»yi.’itr r  press or other unlawful means, or dein er to any agent ot 
witu'espn 'i 11,1 such unlawful express, or deposit, or cause to be deposited, 

at any appointed place, for the purpose of being trans
mitted, any letter or packet, and for every such offense 
the party so offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 

Penalty upon Sec. 231. That no stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
v'Yiklw for'eurry- other vehicle or vessel which regularly performs trips at 
¡n птт|Гш!шу let“ stated periods on any póstrenle, or from any city, town, 
mr, лс. or piace to any other city, town, or place between which the

mail is regularly carried, shall carry, otherwise than in the
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ranil, any letters or packets, except such as relate to some 
part of the cargo of such steamboat or other vessel, or to 
some article carried at the same time by the same stage
coach, railway-car, or other vehicle, except as provided in 
section two hundred and thirty-nine; and for every such 
offense the owner of the stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, 
or other vehicle or vessel shall forfeit and pay one hundred 
dollars; and the driver, conductor, master, or other person 
having charge thereof, and not at the time owner o f the 
whole or any part thereof, shall in like manner forfeit and 
pay for every such offense titty dollars.

SEC. 232. That no person shall carry any letter or packet Penalty for car- 
on board any vessel which carries the mail otherwise titan except in them ail, 
in such mail, except as provided in section two hundred and carries the moil, 
thirty-nine; and for every such offense the party offending 
shall forfeit and pay lifty dollars.

Sec. 233. That no vessel departing from the United States vewei* waving
, Hai Uniteci StatcB

for any foreign port shall receive on board or convey any for “ r*»r.-t-,-n ]и.«
, not to receive cer·letter or packet originating in tbe united States which bastai» ìett-r» on 

not been regularly received from the post-office at the port 
of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo ofsaid 
vessel, except as provided in section two hundred and thirty- 
nine; and every collector, or other officer of the port em
powered to grant clearances, shall require from the master 
of such vessel, as a condition of clearance, an oath or affir
mation that lie lias not received on board, has not under his 
care or control, and will not receive or convey any letter or 
packet contrary to the provisions of this section.

Sec. 231. That no vessel arriving within any port or col- V 
lection-district o f theUnited States shall he allowed to make ff·h' “ iit « ’an u· 
ent ry or break bulk until all letters on board are delivered f i n 'f.f™ 
at the nearest post-office, and the master thereof has signed141 ii,lst-°n,Cł·· 
and sworn to the following declaration, before the collector 
or other proper customs-officer :

“ I, Ä. B., master o f th e -------- , arriving from---------- , and
now lyingin the port o f --------- , do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I have, to the best o f my knowledge and belief, deliv
ered, at the post office at --------- , every letter, and every
bag, packet, or parcel or letters, which were on hoard the 
said vessel during her last voyage, or which were in my 
possession or under my power or control.”

And any master who shall break bulk before he has de
livered such letters shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for every such offense, one- 
half to the officer making the seizure, and the other to the

Sworn do cl,''.ra
tion of master.

Penalty,

use of the United States.
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Special agents, Sec. 235. That any special agent of the Post-Office Бе-
when instructed, . - ~  _an i collectors to partment, when instructed by the Postmaster-General to 
utters.VLb L ’ make examinations and seizures, and the collector or other 

customs-officer o f any port without special instructions, shall 
carefully search all vessels for letters which may he on 
board or which have been conveyed contrary to law.

Special agents Sec. 230. That any special agent o f the Post-Office De- 
bÄV&“ , 'ènrS partine» t, collector, orother customs officer, or United States 
auy'vnSei'onTus” marshal or his deputy, may at all times seize all letters and 
rnu!e· bags, packets or parcels, containing letters which are being

carried contrary to law on board any vessel or on any post- 
route, and convey the same to the nearest post-office, or 
may, by the direction of the Postmaster-General or Secre
tary of the Treasury, detain them until two months after 
the final determination o f ali suits and proceedings which 
may, at any time within six months after such seizure, he 
brought against any person for sending or carrying such let
ters.

Packages, &c„ Sec. 237. That every package or parcel seized by any spe
ri in̂ :!’ t0 b° 1 r cial agent of the Post-Office Department, collector, or other 

customs-officer, or United States marshal or his deputies, in 
which any letter is unlawfully concealed, shall be forfeited 

proceedings to to tlic United States, and the same proceedings may be had 
i I..OİÎL foriuuTc. enforce the forfeiture as are authorized in respect to 

goods, wares, and merchandise forfeited for violation of 
the revenue laws; and all laws for the benefit and protec
tion o f customs-officers making seizures for violating said 
revenue laws shall apply to officers making seizures for 
violating the postal laws.

Transmission of S e c . 2 3 8 .  That nothing herein contained shall be cou- 
LnndB̂ &bTnot strued to prohibit 1 lie conveyance or transmission of let- 
prohibited. ters or packets by private hands without compensation, or 

by special messenger employed for the particular occasion 
only.

LH».« inclosed Sec. 239. That all letters inclosed in stamped envelopes 
o,Ua&r.‘ meyi«· (tlíc postage-stamp in every case being of a denomination 
tiinuby miau" 1*0 sufficient to cover the postage that would be chargeable 

thereon if the same were sent by mail) may be sent, con
veyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, provided auch 
envelope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so that 
the letter cannot be taken therefrom without defacing the 
envelope, and the date of the letter or of the transmission 
or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon the en- 

Thb section may volopo. But tlic Postmaster-G onerai may suspend theoper- 
b. ation of this section upon any mail-route where the public

interest may require such suspension.



C H A P T E R  IX.

S E m » АЮ > S T E A M B O A T  L E T T E R S .

S e c . I C C .  That all letters conveyed by vessels not regn- Loiter* i>y v . 

lavly employed in carrying the mail shall, il' l'or delivery 
within the United States, be rated with double postage, to 'u>ub!‘ 
cover the fee paid to the vessel.

Sec. 222. That the master of any vessel o f the United μ̂ ιομοπ,ίιι·. ,iv States» v c hs oI s
States, bound from any port therein to any foreign ¡mrt, or bound ю wiru

, *■ ports to receive
from any foreign port to any port of the United States, any mails on board 
shall, before clearance, receive on board and securely con
vey all such mails as the Post-Office Department, or any 
diplomatic or consular officer of the United States abroad, 
shall oiler; and be shall promptly deliver the same, on ar
riving at the port of destination, to the proper officer, for 
which he shall receive two cents for слегу letter so deliv
ered; and upon the entry of every such vessel returning Duty of master 
from any foreign port, the master thereof shall make oath nel from foreign 

or affirmation that he has promptly delivered all the mail1" ' 
piaceli on board said vessel before clearance from the United 
States ; and if he shall fail to make such oath or affirmation, 
the said vessel shall not he entitled to the privileges of a 
vessel of the United States.

Sec. 223. That the master of any steamboat passing be- мпнюгвпытт· 
tween ports or places in the United States, and arri ving' at !lTi!nr¡rtp¿ 
any sneh port or place where there is a post-office, shall de- ̂ V hlíu«'Üui 
liver to the postmaster, within three hours after his arrival,iime· 
if in the day-time, and if at night, within two hours after 
the next sunrise, all letters and packets brought by him, 
or within his power or control and not relating to the cargo, 
addressed to or destined for such port or place, for which lie
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Sbalí recoivo two 
. ;· · ach let - ter.

Penalty.

Paym ent f o r  
parrying the mail 
to voüteli not reg
ularly employed.

shall receive from the postmaster two cents for each letter 
or packet so delivered, unless the same is carried under a 
contract for carrying the mail ; and for every failure to so 
deliver such letters and packets, the master or owner of said 
steamboat shall forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dol
lars.

Sec. 224. That the Postmaster-General may pay, to the 
master or owner of any vessel not regularly employed in 
carrying the mail, two cents for each letter carried by such 
vessel between ports or places in tUe United Slates, or 
from any foreign port to any port in the United States; but 
all such letters shall be deposited in ih post-oiiice at the 
port of arrival.



C IT A P T E R X.
3·’ O  lî. E  S ÍJ Λ' Μ Λ  5 ï , Б .

Sec. 20. That the Postmaster-General shall transmit Π PnRtmautor-ťífn· 
copy of cauli postal convention concluded with lorei g l i  g O V - o f ¡»ost.·.I rotm-n- 

ormnents to tlie Secretary o f State, who shall furnish a copy «r " 
of the same to tlie Congressional Printer, lor publication; 
and the printed proof-sheets of all such conventions shall be 
revised at the Post-Office Department.

Б е с . d d .  That the Postmaster-General may establish resi- now iom  шли· 

deut mail-agencies at the ports of Panama and Λ spin wall, шл,'\\>Уи, «■ Üi’i'. 
(New Granada,) Havana, (Cuba,) and Saint Thomas, and™,™“";&o.,u,u 
such other foreign ports at which United States mail-steam
ers touch to land and receive mails, as may in his judgment 
promote the efficiency of the foreign mail service; and may 
pay the agents employed by bini at such ports out of the 
appropriation for transportation o f the mail a reasonable prty r.ru.ivices 
compensation for their services and the necessary expenses' 
for office-rent, clerk-hire, office-furniture, and other inci
dentals, to bo allowed him at each of such agencies.

, 1113(1 CXpCQKVri.

S e c That the Postmaster-General may appoint, an мпИ-лр.т* in
1 . ,  «  1 . 1  1 HtfМ1П ГМ*>»1 routesagent in charge ol the mail on board ol each ol the mail· ι.· ; -.v san 

steamers on the routes between San Francisco, Japan, and,mdcimu. <l|ua' 
China, between San Francisco and Jlnnohilu, (Hawaiian 
Islands,) and New York t o l ’ io Janeiro, who shall be allowed gntary. 
out o f the appropiintimi for transportation of the mail an 
annual salary of two thousand dollars each.

Se c . 38. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in 
connect ion with the mail steamship service to Japan aiuli·”
China, a general postal at Shanghai, China, or at

Ornerai p*vtal 
ngcticy at

<lc., with 
bi  a u c h  iigL -cic»»

Yokohama, Japan, with such branch agencies at any other
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ports in China and Japan as he aliali deem necessary for 
the prompt and efficient management of the postal service 

гяу for service hi those countries, and he may pay the postal agents em- 
imd expense*. ployed thereat a reasonable compensation for their sendees,

in addition to the necessary expenses for rent, furniture, 
clerk hire, and incidental expenses, 

on?«·»rxciiimfj· Sec. 135. That lhe Postmaster-General shall furnish toing ť 'ivij'n nmìi» . . ,to i,« tnrijoioj the post-offices exchanging mans with foreign countries, andwith postal bal- , . i i inaos, jonoimna-to such other offices as lie may deem expedient, postal bal- 
u “ anees denominated in grams of the metric system, iifteen

grains of which shall lie the equivalent, for postal purposes, 
of one-half ounce avoirdupois, and so on in progression, 

клюя of pnMngu Sec. 105. That the rate of United States postage on niail- 
pupo1r̂ e&c.,'toWor matter sent to or received from foreign countries with which 
tries/0'd8ncoau' difierent rates have not been established by postal conven

tion or other arrangement, when forwarded by vessels regu
larly employed in transporting the mail, shall be ten cents 
for each hall'ounce or fraction thereof on letters, unless re
duced by order of the Postmaster-General ; two cents each 
on newspapers; and not exceeding two cents per each two 
ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals, books, 
and other printed matter, which postage shall be prepared 

гик, ! po tn"o [prepaid] on matter sent and collected on matter received ; 
·»*. r .u"i ' V and to a void loss to the United States in the payment of bal- 
bo. .i in coin «г anees, the Postmaster-General may collect the unpaid postageite tiquivük'iit. 7 *. , , .

on letters from foreign countries in coin or its equivalent. 
rn*tmtwt«,Gon- S e c . KIT. That for the. purpose of making better postaleral may mako . . .  . ,tiv atica ár postai arran tçcmei-its with foreign countries, or to counteract tueircouvLUtions. ' . ,adversomeasures aííecí m^our postal inter’course wit n them, 

the Postmaster-General, by and wit h the advice and consent 
of the President, may negotiate and conclude [instai treat
ies or conventions, and may reduce or increase the rates ot 
postage on mail-matter conveyed between the United States 
and foreign countries.

detta· S e o . 197. That the action of the Post-Office Department 
respecting foreign dead-letters shall he subject to conven
tional stipulations with the respective foreign administra
tions.

Transportnu on Seo. 2b7. That the Postmaster-General may, alter adver- 
of foreign mails; ţjg|n„  für proposals, cuter into contracts for the transporta

tion of the mail between tlie United States and any foreign 
country whenever the public interests will thereby be pro
moted.

To bo in »team- Sec. 208. That the mail between the United States and 
any foreign port, or between ports, of the United States 
touching at a foreign port, shall be transported in steam-

Г о reign 
lette r¿.
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ships, but tlie Postmaster-General may have such transpor
tation performed by sailing-vessels when the service can be whon ¡n™¡iinE- 
facilitated thereby. VfBsel“:

Sec·. 269. That for transporting the mail between the compensation 
United States and any foreign port, or between ports of the ,htI4’for· 
United States touching at a foreign port, the Postmaster- 
General may allow as compensation, if by a United States 
steamship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United States 
inland postage, and if by a foreign steamship or by a sail
ing-vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea postage, on the 
mail so transported.

Sec. 270. That the Postmaster-General may imitóse fines Ипя “f0“ <*“· 
on contractors for transporting the mail between the United 
States and any foreign country, for any unreasonable or 
unnecessary delay in the departure of such mail, or the per
formance o f the trip ; but the fine for any one default shall 
not exceed one-half the contract price for tin* trip.

Sec. 271. That no contractor for transporting the mail, Contract« not to
Ł lil» !1Кч1 frinii ·

within or between t lie United States and any foreign country 
shall assign or transfer his contract, and all such assign
ments or transfers shall be null and void.

S e c . 2 7 2 .  That every contract for transporting the mail May ba termi- 

between the United States and any foreign country shall Cui'src"8· 
contain, besides the usual stipulation for the right of the 
Postmaster-General to discontinue the same, the further 
stipulation that it may be terminated by Congress.

S e c . 273. That the Postmaster-General may, by and with мпшогсапаа,-»

the United States from one point in such country to any 
other point in the same, at the expense of the country 
to which the mail belongs, upon obtaining a like privilege 
for the transportation of the United States mail through 
the country to which the privilege is granted; but such 
privilege may at any time be annulled by the President or prIv¡i,.gnmriybe 
Congress from and after one month succeeding the day on шши1каьУ>&0· 
which notice of the act of the President or Congress is 
given to the chief executive, or head o f the post office de
partment of the country whose privilege is to be annulled.

Sec. 274. That every foreign mail shall, while being trans- Foreign main
polled across the territory of the United States under the 
provisions of the preceding section, be deemed and taken 
to be a mail of the United States, so far as to make any 
violation thereof, or depredation thereon, or offense in re-

when но transport* 
 ̂«-«I to b·· deemed 
Un i t e d  S t a t e n  

* inni 1st, но far at,



58

speet thereto, or any part thereof, an offense of the same 
grade, and punishable in the same manner and to the same 
extent as though the said mail was a mail of the United 
States; and in any indictment for any such offense, the said 
mail, or any part thereof, may be alleged to be, and on the 
trial of any such indictment it shall he deemed and held to 
be, a mail or part of a mail of the United States. 

¡zcdToep!5roro\"n' Sur. til Г». That the Postmaster-General or the. Secretary 
řo°r,аГ|?»оп¿cíorn oť State is hereby authorized to empower the consuls of the 
for eV; i pn г i "¿c ' · United Slates to pay the foreign postage on such letters 

destined for the United States as may be detained at the 
ports of foreign countries for the non-payment of postage, 
which postage shall he by the consul marked as paid by 
him, and the amount thereof shall he collected in the United 

cöirÏu’ifaad r' States as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and 
repaid to said consul, or credited on his account at the State 
Department.

patáim<>nman- Sko. 270. That tin1 Postmaster-General, under the diree-matter in foriugn . . .  .
v; ss u may im timi o f  the President of the United States, is hereby author-
»amo na fu cli for· ,
ci(-u ρ..Λν. rízed and empowered to charge upon, and collect from, allcharges on tnttil- .matter in Amcii-letters and other mailable matter carried to or from any
CİIU W sadu . .porto! tlio unitou States, m any loroign pack e t  slup or ot ner 

vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for American post
age which the government to which such foreign packet or 
other vessel belongs imposes upon letters and other maila
ble matter conveyed to or from such foreign country in 
American packets or other vessels as the postage o f such 
government, and at anytime to revoke the same; audit 
shall be the duty o f all custom-house ofiieers and other

Tbit provision, United States agents designated or appointed for that pnr- 
’ "‘U l '' pose to enforce or carry into effect the foregoing provision, 

and to aid or assist in the collection of such postage; and 
to that end it shall be lawful for such olhecrs and agents, 
on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine, in the presence 
ot two or more respectable persons, being citizens o f the 
United States, any package or packages supposed to con
tain mailable matter found on board such packets or other 
vessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such 
packets or other vessels from entering, breaking bulk, or 
making clearance until such letters or other mailable matter 
arc duly delivered into the United States post oflice.

Muli-matter to Sec. 277. That all letters or other mailable matter con-or from tim \ nitrii
st.it.s i>y foreign vcved to or from anv part o f the United States bv any for-
VfHStdrt,  CXCl ' pt ,  , . a /
&L·., to i,« aiibjift cign packet or ship, except..such sealed letters relating to
to posluge, If, âcc, - i i *  .said snip or vessel, orany part ol the cargo thereof as may 

be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or consignees,
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of' said ship or other vessel, shall be so subject to postage 
charge as aforesaid, whether addressed to any person in 
the United States or elsewhere, provided it is done by the 
packet or other ship of a foreign country imposing postage 
on letters or mailable matter convoyed to or from such 
country by any packet or other ship ol‘ the United States; 
and such letters or other mailable matter carried in foreign 
packet-ships or other vessels, except such unsealed letters 
relating to the ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo there- post-office, 
of, as may be directed to tbc owner or owners, consignee or 
consignees, as aforesaid, arc hereby required to be delivered 
into the United States post-office by the master or command
ers o f all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and 
to he taken from a United States post office when departing, 
and the postage paid thereon justly chargeable by this act; 
and for refusing or failing to do so, or for conveying said 
letters or any letters intended to be conveyed in any ship ur£™1,y forfaU' 
or vessel o f such foreign country over or across the United 
States, or any portion thereof, the party offending shall, on 
conviction, forfeit and pay not exceeding one thousand dol
lars for each offense.



C H A P T E R  X I .

jLETTEK-CARîLÎERS» аэш  eskaw cïï-o f f ic e s .

X TT№?y Sec. 92. That letter-carriers shall be employed for the 
of nmii-mtntcT, tofree delivery of mail-matter, as frequenti v as the public con- 

veuieuce may require, at every place containing а popula
tion o f fifty thousand within the delivery of its post-office, 
and at such other places as the Postmaster-General may 
direct.

Tbcirminjjr; Se c . 93. That the salary of letter-carriers shall be fixed 
by the Postmaster-General, and shall not exceed eight hun
dred dollars per annum 5 but on satisfactory evidence of 
diligence, fidelity, and experience, lie may increase their 
salary to any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars per 

in San Fnmci»-an наш : and in Sau Francisco, California, he may pay such
CO.

additional salaries to carriers as will secure the services of 
competent persons.

uniform  to bo S e c . 94. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe a
worn by letter- .carrier«; uiiiloriu dress to be worn by letter-carriers, and any per

son not connected with the letter-carrier branch of the 
postal service who shall wear the uniform which may be 
prescribed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 

Penally f or conviction thereof, for every such offense shall be fined not 
noui'uthoUrc" ! 11'11 more than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more than 

six mouths, or both, at the discretion of tlie court. 
Receiving-boxes S e c . 9 5 .  That the Postmaster-General may establish, in 

шпиеГ·31' “1 m‘111 places where letter-carriers are employed, and also in other 
places where, in his judgment, the public convenience re
quires it, receiving-boxes, for the deposit of mail-matter, 

tUcrcf'om.cUone aud shall cause the matter deposited therein to be collected 
as often as public convenience may require.
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Sec. AG. That any person who shall willfully and malici-fû ™n£yf0̂ ”; 
ously înjure, tear down, or destroy, any letter-box, pillar- 
box, or other receptacle established by the Postmaster-»ofmnii-matwr; 
General for the safe deposit of matter for the mail or for 
delivery, or who shall willfully and maliciously assault any 
letter-carrier, when in uniform, while engaged on his route 
in the discharge of his duty as a letter-carrier, and any per- For assaulting 
son who shall willfully aid or assist therein, shall, oil eO ll- ¡a uniform, 
vietimi thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, 
or be imprisoned not less than one nor more thau three years, 
according to the circumstances and aggravation of the 
offense.

Sec. 97. That each letter-carrier shall give bonds, with r ¿etter-carrier» 
sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster-General, for themrl'iiL·. 
safe custody and delivery of all mail-matter, and the faith
ful account and payment of all money received by him.

Sec. 98. That the Postmaster-General, when the public muncii post-of.ficesconvenience requires it, may establish within any post-office 
delivery' one or more brandi offices, for the receipt and de
livery of mail matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes; 
and lie shall prescribe the rules and regulations l'or the gov
ernment thereof. But no letter shall be sent for delivery to Letters not to bo

« « .... . .· 11 ' there fo r  de·any brandi oilice contrary to tuo request ot the party tonv. ry, if, &c. 
whom it is addressed.

S e c . 9 9 .  That the rate of postage on newspapers, except- on. newtipaperd and
ing weeklies, periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weight, periodicals, 
and circulars when the same are deposited in a letter-carrier 
office for delivery by the office or its carriers, shall be uni
form at one cent each ; but periodicals weighing more than 
two ounces shall be subject to a postage of two cents each, 
and these rates shall be prepaid by stamps.

Sec. 100. That no extra postage or carriers’ fees shall he ^<у,х1т post- 
charged or collected upon any mail-matter collected or de- ьуспт.·™. 
livered by carriers.

Sec. 101. That all expenses of letter-carriers, branch 
offices, and receiving-boxes, or incident thereto, shall be 
kept and reported in a separate account, and shall be shown 
in comparison with the proceeds Írom postage on local mail- 
matter at each office, and the Postmaster-General shall be 
guided in the expenditures for this branch of the service by 
the income derived therefrom.

S e c . 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local 
letters, delivered through the post-office or its carriers, shall 
lie charged with postage at the rate of two cents where the 
system o f free delivery is established, and one cent where 
such system is not established, for each half-ounce or frac
tion thereof.

E x i» e и я о я of letter o a rriern» brunch office»,timi recci viijg-boxee, to be keptin sopa- rato uccoüüt.4, ¿c.

Drop or local
lettera.



C H A P T E R  X I I .

М  A I  E  A  IS ¥. E  M A T  T  l í  E

P r i n  le d ,  S¿c 
matter riMiiîiinİnç 
in any  pOHt-offic»*, 
how  dinpoHed of.

Mailable matter 
divided in three скшкед.

First c I u h h .

Second dofs.

Third class.

Se c . Л9. That the Postmaster-General may provide, by 
regulations, for the disposition of printed and mailable mat
ter which may remain in any post-office, or in the Depart
ment, notealleil lor by the party addressed; lmt if the pub
lisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other 
periodical shall pay 1 lie postage due thereon, such news
paper or other periodical shall be excepted from the oper
ation of (bis section.

Sec. hit). That mailable matter shall be divided into three 
classes: first, letters; second, regular printed matter; third, 
miscellaneous matter.

S e c . 1 -> 1 . That mailable mattéról’ the first class shall em
brace all correspondence, wholly or partly in writing, except 
book-manuscripts and corrected proof-sheets passing be
tween authors and publishers.

Sec. 132. That mailable matter o f  the second class shall 
embrace all matter exclusively in print, and regularly issued 
at stated periods Crom a known oflice o f publication, with
out add ilion by writing, mark, or sign.

S e c . K İ 3 .  That mailable malter of the third class shall 
embrace all pamphlets, occasional publications, transient 
newspapers, magazines, handbills, posters, unsealed circu
lars, prospectuses, books, book-manuscripts, proof-sheets, 
corrected proof-sheets, maps, prints, engravings, blanks, 
flexible patterns, samples o f merchandise not exceeding 
twelve ounces in weight, sample cards, phonographic paper, 
letter envelopes, postal envelopes and wrappers, cards, plain 
and ornamental paper, photographic representations ofdif-
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Metals, oree, S¿c,

ferent types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and all 
other matter which may be declared mailable by law, and 
all other articles not above the weight prescribed by law, 
which are not, from their form or nature, liable to destroy, 
deface, or otherwise injure the contents of the mail-bag or 
the person of any one engaged in the postal service. All 
liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, and obscene^ certain r.rticu·.·· 
books shall be excluded from the mails. All matter of the ftam tim шащ, 
third class, excepting books and other printed matter, book- 
manuscripts, proof-sheets, and corrected proof-sheets, shall 
not exceed twelve ounces in weight, and all matter o f the 
third class shall be subject to examination and to rates of Matter of third 
postage as hereinafter provided. Samples of metals, ores, 
and mineralogical specimens shall not exceed twelve ounces wu,Bbt' 
in weight, and sitali be subject to examination and to rates 
of postage as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 134. That no package weighing more than four Packages of, moro :¡i;iu fourpounds shall be received tor conveyance by mail, except pounds*, except,i i . .. . 1 . , . , , ir., not to go bybooks published or circulated by order ot Congress. muti.
Sec. 138. That no newspapers shall be received to be Newspapers not 

conveyed by mail unless they are sufficiently dried and in -ivV !"'* '1' ,M’ 
dosed in proper wrappers.

Sec. 13!). That where packages of newspapers or other Xl>WKJ(ftpor>t 
periodicals are received at a post-office, directed to one ad- ^IjyiVh^wiv· 
(hess, and the names of the subscribers to whom they be- cr'-‘1 10 οινηοΓ3· 
long, with the postage fora  quarter in advance, is handed 
to the postmaster, be shall deliver such papers or periodi
cals to tHeir respective owners.

Нес. MI. That publishers of newspapers aud periodicals гиъилог* may1 , 1  write udarene of
may print or write, upon their publications sent to regular regular subsen·

'  brr« on paper, andsubscribers, (lie addressed the subscriber, and the date when incioeo ьпы. 
the subscription expires, and may inclose therein hills and 
receipts for subscription thereto, without subjecting such 
publications to extra postage.

Sec. l ilt. That any person who shall inclose or conceal ivmiity for m 
any letter, memorandum, or other thin 
not charged with letter-postage, or make any
memorandum thereon, and deposit, or cause the same to be 'vrWustbLreon 
deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than letter- 
postage, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay live 
dollars, and such mail-matter or inclosure shall not. be de
li venal until the postage is paid thereon at letter-rates; but No extra po*t· 
no extra postage shall be charged for a card printed or im-mn.iJr. c'1" 1 <ra 
pressed upon an envelope or wrapper.

Seo. 143. That contractors or mail-carriers may convey, мии-мгпрг* 
out of the mail, newspapers for sale or distribution to sub- pnpi-rsout of mail„ -i for.&c.senbers.

• Ί  , , «lowing letter 111in any mad-matter,:,,..i.,,,:,«.·.·
*j ·. dunged with lot.·

l i l t i n g  <)1 tc,· jmrttnge, or
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mî °r?ceV?· риск- Sec . 144. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
“p* of oew»p»· order the terms upon which route-agents may receive from 

publishers or any news agents in charge thereof, and deliver 
the same as directed, if  presented and called for at the mail- 
car or steamer, packages of newspapers and other periodi
cals not received from or intended for delivery at any post- 
office.

S e c . 148. That no obscene hook, pamphlet, picture, print, 
or other publication of a vulgar or indecent character, or 
any letter upon the envelope of which, or postal card upon 
which scurrilous epithets may have been written or printed, 
or disloyal devices printed or engraved, símil be carried in 
the mail ; and any person who shall knowingly deposit, or 
cause to be deposited, for mailing or for delivery, any such 
obscene publication, shall be deemed guilty of a misde
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, for every such 
offense, be lined not more than five hundred dollars, or im
prisoned not more than one year, or both, according to the 
circumstances and aggravation of the offense, 

circulars- for ine- Sec. 14Í). That it shall not he lawful to convey by mail, 
concerts, &■■■.. ι-ot nor to deposit in a post-office to be sent by mail any letters,
to bo curried tiy 1 1 ‘ *' 7
maii. or deposited or circulars concerning illegal lotteries, so-called gift-con-
fa office. . , ,

certs, or other similar enterprises offering prizes, or concern- 
ing schemes devised and intended to deceive and defraud 
the public for the purpose o f obtaining money under false 

Penalty. pretenses, and a penalty o f  not more than five hundred dol
lars nor less than one hundred dollars, with costs of prose
cution, is hereby imposed upon conviction, in any Federal 
court, of the violation of this section, 

postago on nil Se c . 150. That postage onall mail-matter must he pre-
ranil-umttcr must . . 1
ьг prepaid,unices, paid by stainps at tlie time of mailing, unless herein other- 

wise provided for.
Mnii-maitcr to S e c . 151. That all mail-matter deposited for mailing, on 

ono full mtu Ьан which at least one fill! rate o f postage has been paid asre- 
bec-n ]>.·ό . b y  law, shall be forwarded to its destination, charged

with the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery.
Not p r e p a i d ,  S e c , 152. That if any mail-matter, on which by law the

rendi ing i 1я clow- . *  *7
«nation, t» pay postage is required to be prepaid at the mailing office, shall
clou bin rab·». , . , ,by inadvertence reacli its destination without such prepay

ment, double the prepaid rates shall be charged and col
lected on delivery.

Not «ı. ıiver·л Sec. 153. That no mail-matter shall be delivered until theuntil postu go duo
thoceon paid. postage, due thereon has been paid.
«old"e™d4 c,Cro«y ®кс. 155. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
bo neet. regulation for transmitting unpaid and duly-certified letters

of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United 
States, to their destination.
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Sec. 150. That on all mail-matter which is wholly or partly 
iu writing, except book-manuscripts and corrected proofs ̂ cwr̂ '”s.f*ccpt, 
passing between authors and publishers, and local or drop postage, 
letters; on all printed matter which is so marked as to con
vey any other or further information than is conveyed by 
the original print, except the correction o f mere typograph
ical errors ; on all matter which is sent in violation of law 
or the regulations of the Department respecting iuclosures; 
and on all matter to which no specific rate o f postage is 
assigned, postage shall be charged at the rate of three cents 
for each half-ounce or fraction thereof.

Sec. 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local ]c:t°™p or Iocal 
letters, delivered through the post-office or its carriers, shall 
be charged with postage at the rate of two cents where the 
system of free delivery is established, and one cent where 
such system is not established, for each half-ounce or frac
tion thereof.

Sec. 103. That on mailable matter of the third class, cx-nbfe04t̂ ®t°̂ rmai0lf 
cept as herein stated, postage shall be charged at (he ratethh4!clll“a: 
of one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof. Double 0n bookB, gam. 
these rates shall be charged for books, samples of metals,p!e“' *c' 
ores, minerals, and merchandise.

S e c . 1 0 1 . That packages of woolen, cotton, or linen cloth- nackagcBof
1 . 7 7 clothing to enlist-

iug, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent od mon or ti».i t u  ·, f  - ·  , /,· · Army, postage on,through Ilio mail to any non-commissioned officer or pn- a prepuid. 
vate in the Army of the United States, if prepaid, at the 
rate of one cent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, sub
ject to such regulation as the Postmaster-General may pre
scribe.

S e c . 220. That every route-agent, postal clerk, or other Route-agonts, 
carrier ot the mail shall receive any mail-matter presented prepaid maii-mat-

.  . i i i -  . ter, ш,,1 deliverto him, it properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver the same same, &c. 
for mailing at the next post-office at which he arrives; but 
no fees shall be allowed him therefor.

5 г  c



C H A P T E R  X I I I .

İS A T  i·: S O F 1» O S T  A ii к .

Post age on n p w s - S e c . ПО. That tlíc rate of postage on newspapers, except-papers ana period· - ,
■с»!*· ing weeklies, periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weight,

and circulars when the same are deposited in a letter-car
rier office for delivery by the office or its carriers, shall be 
uniform at one cent each ; but periodicals weighing more 
than two ounces shall be subject to a postage of two cents 
each, and these rates shall be prepaid by stamps.

No extra post- Se c . 100. That no ex tra postage or carrier’s fees shall be
2?'*dcMvemi'by-charged or collected upon any mail-matter collected or de-
lettor-carrier». Ύ. Ί ,li vered by carriers,

postním to bo S k г . 150. That postage on all niail-inattor must b e  P  ГС-
II nil*»», &.C. paid by stamps at the time of mailing, unless herein other

wise provided for.
Mnii innit*r to Se c . ]f>t. That all mail-matter deposited for mailing, on

bo forwarded, if . 7
.mo run rato ini* which at least one full rate of postage lias been paid as re-
been paid ;

ijuim l by law, shall be forwarded to its destination, charged 
with the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery.

Not prepaid, Se c . 152. That if any mail-matter, on which by law the
reaching ite denti· , .
nation,io pay dou- postage ts required to be prepaid at the mailing office, shall 

by inadvertence reach its destination without such prepay
ment, double the prepaid rates sitali be eli a rged and col
lected on delivery.

Unpaid letter* 8 ec . 155. That the Postmaster-General may provide by
to »okimra, &.C., to , 4 v ,
be sent. regulation for transmitting unpaid and duly certified letters

of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service o f the United 
States, to their destination.

Man-matter Se c . 150. That on all mail-matter which is wholly or
wholly or In purt . . .  .
in writing, except, partly in writing, except book-manuscripts and corrected
Síc „  to pay letter- 1 ~ . ,  1 .  , , , ,  , ,
poBtagc. p r o o t s  p a s s i n g  b e t w e e n  a u t h o r s  a n d  p u b l i s h e r s ,  a n t i l o c a l
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or drop letters ; on all printed matter which is so marked 
as to convey any other or further information than is con
veyed by the original print, except the correction of mere 
typographical errors; on all matter which is sent in viola
tion of law or the regulations o f the Department respecting 
inclosures ; and on all matter to which no specific rate of 
postage is assigned, postage shall be charged at the rate of 
three cents for each half-ounce or fraction thereof.

Sec. 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local let° rr°p or loca] 
letters, delivered through the post-office or its carriers, shall 
be charged with postage at the rate of two eeuts where the 
system of tree delivery is established, and one cent where 
such system is not established, for each half-ounce or frac
tion thereof.

Sec. IõS. That on newspapers and other periodical pub Quamriy. . 1 про on ncw-ijin-
hcations, not exceeding tour ounces in weight, sent from a p'·̂ .&c.,tn rog«., ’ „ , hır subserÜH-iv.known office oí publication to regular subscribers, postage 
shall be charged at the following rates per quarter, namely : 
on publications issued less frequently than once a week, 
at the rate of one cent for each issue ; issued once a week, 
live cents ; and Ove cents additional for each issue more 
frequent than once a week. And an additional rate shall 
be charged for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof 
in weight.

Sec. ICO. That the Postmaster-General may provide bv small m«-*Pa- . . . - . ., . , , c t’*'1'4 1,1 |Μ'<·Ι«ιρ·*regulations for carrying small newspapers, issued less Ire- to one addi·.·»».
quently than once a week, in packages to one address, from 
a known office o f  publication to regular subscribers, at the 
rate of one cent for each four ounces or fraction thereof.

Sec. 101. That persons known as regular dealers in news- Rcpninr dealer» 
papers and periodicals may receive and transmit by mail Ar., l:ifi,- rvreive, 
such quantities oí either as they may require, and pay the ̂ ifri'İîynii'V' 1 

postage thereon as received, at the same rates, pro rata, 
as regular subscribers to such publications who pay quar
terly in advance.

Sec. 103. That on mailable matter of the third class, ex- i>o*tng<-onmidi- 
ccpt as herein stated, postage shall be charged at the rate"b!i,r,(|rlI"4"u ' rl>f 
of one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof. Double 
these rates shall be charged for books, samples of metals, pi "̂ ̂ l0k“ 
ores, minerals, and merchandise.

Sec. 1 0 1 . That packages of woolen, cotton, or lineu cloth- гж-кар.·» of. . , clothing to enlistedmg, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent men or the лnny,, . , postage on, if pro-through the mail to any non commissioned oilicer or privatepnui. 
in the Army of tlie United States, it prepaid, at the rate ol
one cent for each one ounce or traction thereof, subject to 
such regulation as the Postmaster-General may prescribe.
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К a tee of postage 
on letters, sews* 
papers, &c.

Se c . 105. That the rate of United States postage on mail- 
matter sent to or received from foreign countries with which
different rates have not been established by postal conven
tion or other arrangement, when forwarded by vessels reg
ularly employed in transporting the mail, shall be ten cents 
for each half-ounce or fraction thereof on letters, unless re
duced by order of the Postmaster-General ; two cents each 
on newspapers; and not exceeding two cents per each two 
ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals, books, 
and other printed matter, which postage shall be prepared

on letters from foreign countries in coin or its equivalent.

within the United States, be rated with double postage, to 
cover the fee paid to the vessel.

S e c . 160. That all letters conveyed by vessels not regu- 
rly employed in carrying the mail shall, if for delivery
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S E W S P A P E B S  ЛАЮ P R IN T E D  M A T T E K .

Se c . 59. That the Postmaster-General may provide, by 
regulations, for the disposition of printed and mailable mat 
ter which may remain in any post-office, or in the Depart
ment, not called for by the party addressed ; but if the pub
lisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other 
periodical shall pay the postage due thereon, such newspa
per or other periodical shall be excepted from the operation 
of this section.

Se c . 136. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe by 
regulation the maimer of wrapping and seeming for the mails 
all matter not charged with letter-postage nor lawfully 
franked, so that it may be conveniently examined by post
masters; and if not so wrapped and secured, it shall be sub
ject to letter-postage.

Se c . 137. That postmasters at the office of delivery may 
remove the wrappers and envelopes from mail-matter not 
charged with letter-postage nor lawfully franked, when it 
can be done without destroying them, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether there is upon or connected with any 
such matter anything which would authorize or require the 
charge o f a higher rate of postage thereon.

S e c . 138. That no newspapers shall be received to be con
veyed by mail unless they are sufficiently dried and inclosed 
in proper wrappers.

Se c . 139. That where packages of newspapers or other 
periodicals are received at a post-office, directed to one ad
dress, and the names of the subscribers to whom they be
long, with the postage for a quarter in advance, is handed
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to the postmaster, he shall deliver such papers or periodi
cals to their respective owners.

Notice that Sec. 140, That postmasters shall notify the publisher ofnewspaper«, Ssc., .are not taken from ап у newspaper, or other periodical, when any subscriber 
shall refuse to take the same from the office, or neglect to 
call for it for the period of one month,

publishers шву Sec. 141. That publishers o f newspapers and periodicalswrite addroßB of . . .regular subeeri- may print, or write, upon their publications sent to regular 
¿ec„ ¡mci '¡псювё subscribers, the address o f the subscriber, and the date 

when the subscription espires, and may inclose therein bills 
and receipts for subscription thereto, without subjecting 
such publications to extra postage.

penultjr for m· Sec. 142. That any person who shall inclose or conceal 
maH-mntter notauy letter, memorandum, or other thing in auy mail-matter 
ter-poatage, or not charged with letter-postage, or make any writing or 
wrmng tbereon. memoran(ium t]iereoi)j and deposit, or cause the same to be

deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than letter- 
postage, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay five 
dollars, and such mail-matter or inclosure shall not be deliv
ered until the postage is paid thereon at letter-rates; hut no 
extra postage shall be charged for a card printed or im
pressed upon an envelope or wrapper.

Maii-cnrriora Sec. 143. That contractors or mail-carriers may convey,may carry uewa· v v 7
pap.ra om of mau» out of the mail, newspapers for sale or distribution to sub-lor, «See.

sen bers.
Koute-ngonts Sec. 144. That the Postmaster-General may provide bymay receive puck- . .agia of new «pa- order the terms upon wh ich route-agents may receive from 

огГ&™'"publlih publishers or any news-agents in charge thereof, and deliver 
the same as directed, if presented and called lor at the mail- 
car or steamer, packages of newspapers and other periodi
cals not received from or intended for delivery at any post- 
office.

Quarterly post- Sec. 158. That on newspapers and other periodical puhli-
p« 8,*c„ to regu-cations, not exceeding four ounces in weight, sent from a 
ш eu em ere, ^nown office of publication to regular subscribers, postage 

shall be charged at the following rates per quarter, namely: 
on publications issued less frequently than once a week, at 
the rate of one cent for each issue; issued ouce a week, five 
cents ; and five cents additional for each issue more frequeut 
than once a week. And an additional rate shall he charged 
for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof in weight.

Sec. 159. That on newspapers and other periodicals sent 
from a known office of publication to regular subscribers, the 
postage shall be paid before delivery, for not less than one 
quarter, nor more than one year ; which payment may be 
made either at the office o f mailing or delivery, commencing

T o be paid be 
fore delivery.
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at any time ; and the postmaster shall account for said post
age in the quarter in which it is received.

Se c . 1G0. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
regulations for carrying small newspapers, issued less fre
quently than once a week, in packages to one address, from 
a known office of publication to regular subscribers, at the 
rate of one cent for each four ounces or fraction thereof.

Sec . 161. That persons known as regular dealers in news
papers and periodicals may receive and transmit by mail 
such quantities of either as they may require, and pay the 
postage thereon as received, at the same rates, pro rata, as 
regular subscribers to such publications who pay quarterly 
in advance.

Se c . 1 0 2 . That the Postmaster-General may prescribe, by 
regulation, an affidavit, in form, to be taken by the publisher, 
or by the clerk, agent, or servant of the publisher, of any 
newspaper or other periodical which may by law be sent to 
regular subscribers without prepayment o f postage at the 
mailing office, to the effect that neither he nor any other pro
prietor, clerk, agent, or employee within his knowledge will 
send, cause or permit to bo sent through the mail, without 
prepayment by postage-stamps, any copies of such news
paper or other periodical (naming it) except to bona-fide 
and regular subscribers thereto ; and if any such newspa
per or other periodical shall be thus unlawfully scut, with 
the knowledge or consent of such proprietor, or his agent, 
clerk, or servant in charge of such business, or if such affidavit 
shall, when required by the Postmaster-General or any spe
cial agent of the Post-Office Department, be refused, the 
person guilty of the offense, or refusing to make the affi
davit, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars in each case.
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C IT A P T E R X V.
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f  î i  к  к  л  a  s ł  · m  a  t  T I·; к ,

Se c . 180. That authority to frank mail-matter is conferred 
upon and limited to the following persons:

First. The President, by himself or his private secretary, 
to cover all mail-matter.

Second. The Vice President, to cover all mail-matter.
Third. The chiefs of the several Executive Departments.
Fourth. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Con

gress, and the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the 
House o f Representatives, to cover their correspondence, all 
printed matter issued by the authority of Congress, and all - 
speeches, proceedings, and debates in Congress.

Fifth. Such principal officers o f the Executive Depart
ments, being beads of Bureaus or chief clerks, as the Post- 
mastei-Geueral may by regulation prescribe, to cover official 
communications only.

Sixth. Postmasters, to cover official communications to 
other postmasters only.

Seventh. Assessors and collectors and their assistants 
and deputies, for the interchange o f official communications 
only.

And no person entitled by law to the franking privilege 
shall exercise said privilege otherwise than by his written 
autograph signature on the matter franked; and all mail- 
matter not thus franked shall be charged with the legal 
rate of postage thereon.

S e c . 181. That the franking privilege of Senators, Repre
sentatives, and Delegates in Congress, and the Secretary of 
the Senate and Clerk of the House, shall commence with the
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term for which they are elected, and expire with the first 
Monday of December following such term.

S e c . 1S2. That all books or publications which m aybem̂ Uc docu- 
procured or published by order of Congress shall be consid
ered as public documents, and may be franked as such.

Sec. 1S3. That the maximum weight for franked and free Maximumweigi*
. . r, for franked mnt-mad-matter shall be tour ounces, except petitions to Con- ter, except, &c. 

gross, congressional and executive public documents, pe
riodical publications interchanged between publishers, and 
packages of seeds, cuttings, roots, and scions, the weight of 
which latter may be fixed by regulation of the Postmaster- 
General.

S e c . 1S4. That the following mail-matter shall be allowed tof.ree meil mat 
to pass free in the mail :

First. All mail-matter sent to the President or Vice- 
President.

Second. Official communications addressed to chiefs, heads 
of bureaus, chief clerks, or franking officer o f either of the 
Executive Departments.

Third. Letters and printed matter sent to Senators, Eep- 
resentatives, or Delegates in Congress, the Secretary of the 
Senate, or the Clerk of the Douse of Representatives.

Fourth. Petitions to Congress.
Fifth. Copyright matter to the Librarian of Congress, if 

marked on the package, “ copyright matter.”
Sixth. All publications seut or received by the Smithso

nian Institution, marked on each package, “ Smithsonian 
Exchange.”

Seventh. Newspapers, periodicals, and magazines recipro
cally interchanged between publishers, and not exceeding 
sixteen ounces in weight ; to be confined to a single copy 
of each publication.

Eighth. Weekly newspapers, one copy to each actual sub
scriber within tlio county where the same is printed and 
published; but carriers shall not be required to distribute 
such papers unless postage is paid upon them at the usual 
rates.

Ninth. Notices to the publishers of the refusal or neglect 
of subscribers to take newspapers, magazines, or other peri
odicals from the post-office; to be sent under such regula
tions astlie Postmaster-General may prescribe.

Tenth. Dead-letters returned to the writers thereof.
Eleventh. Medals, certificates of thanks, or other testimo

nials, which have been, or may be, awarded, by the legisla
tures of the several States and Territories, to the soldiers 
thereof; to be sent by the adjutant-generals of said States
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and Territories, under such regulations as the Postmaster- 
General may prescribe.

&iJrţ Lancoin*0™ Sec. 185. That all mail-matter to and from Mary Lin
coln, widow of the late President Abraham Lincoln, shall be 
conveyed free during her natural life.

Man-matter not ¡Sec. 180. That all mail-matter not hereinbefore speci-
freo to be prepaid x
by atamps. ally made free must be prepaid by postage-stamps.

Lettera meina«! gEc. ]^7. That if any person, having the right to receive
ш free lettere ad- .
tireeaed to региона letters free, shall receive, inclosed to him, any letter ornot entitled, &e., ' ' / v
to b« returned, packet addressed to a person not having that right, it shall 

be bis duty to return such letter or packet to the post-office, 
marking thereon the place from whence it came, that it may 
be charged with postage.



C H A P T E R  X V I .

R E G I S T E R E D  L E T T E R S .

S e c . 12G. That for the greater security of valuable m a i l - of 
matter, the Postmaster-General may establish a uniform 
system of registration.

S e c . 127. That mail-matter shall be registered only on Provisions for 
the application of the party posting the same, and the fee™a,,c°(rraud feeB 
therefor shall not exceed twenty cents in addition to the 
regular postage, to be, in all cases, prepaid ; and all such 
fees shall be accounted for in such manner as the Post
master-General shall direct : Provided, That letters upon the corti*» officiai

lettere to bo regie·
oflìeial business of the Post-Office Department which require tored freo of

charge.registering shall be registered free of charge, and pass
through the mails free o f charge.

Se c . 128. That a receipt shall be taken upon the delivery 
of any registered mail-matter, showing to whom and when 
the same was delivered, which shall be returned to the sen
der, and be received in the courts as jtrima-facie evidence 
of such delivery.

S e c . 129. That the Post-Office Department, or its rev
enue, shall not be liable for the loss of any registered mail- 
matter.

S e c . 190. That, under such regulations as the Postmas
ter-General may prescribe, all postmasters are hereby au
thorized to register, in the manner prescribed by law, but 
without payment of any registration fee, all letters contain
ing fractional or other currency of the United States, which 
shall be by them sent by mail to the Treasurer of the United 
States for redemption ; and it shall be the duty of the post-
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master at the city of Washington, in the District of Colum
bia, to register, in like manner, without charge, all letters 
containing new currency returned for currency redeemed, 
which shall be received by him from the said Treasurer, in 
sealed packages, marked with the word u register” over the 
oilicial signature of the said Treasurer.



P O ST A G E -ST A M P S, S T A M P E »  E N V E L O P E S , N E W S P A P E R -  
W R A P P E R S , A M )  P O ST A L  C A R D S.

S e c . 1GS. That the Postmaster-General sitali prepare Ppet” estcr-Gen·
1  1 oral to prepare

postage-stamps of suitable denominations, which, when at-Poetaee“larai>s; 
taclied to mail-matter, shall be evidence of the payment of 
the postage thereon.

S e c . 1 СЭ. That the Postmaster-General shall provide suit-, To 1>готЫвЛе; 
able letter alul newspaper envelopes, with such water-marks r"v,lu|K'!,i 
or other guards against counterfeits as he may deem expe
dient, and with postage-stamps with such device and of 
such suitable denominations as he may direct, impressed 
thereon ; and the said envelopes shall be known as “ stamped 
envelopes,” and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the иои юьовом. 
cost of procuring them, with the addition of the value of 
the postage-stamps impressed thereon ; but no stamped on- Stem d envel. 
velope furnished by the Government shall contain any litli- 
ograpliing or engraving, and no printing except a printed t,Dfravia£-m'dl,,(> 
request to return the letter to the writer ; and letters and &«· 
papers inclosed in them (the postage-stamp in every case 
being of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage 
properly chargeable thereon) shall pass in the mail as pre
paid matter.

Sec. 170. That to facilitate letter correspondence and pro- 
vide for the transmission by the mails, at a reduced rate p«»1»1 и“·«3* ; 
of postage, of messages, orders, notices, and other short 
communications, either printed or written in pencil or ink, 
the Postmaster-General shall be, and lie is hereby, author
ized and directed to furnish and issue to the public, with 
postage-stamps impressed upon them, “ postal cards,” man
ufactured of good stiff paper, of such quality, form, and size

C H A P T E R  X V I I .
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as he shall deem best adapted for general use; which cards 
shall be used as a means of postal intercourse, under rules 
and regulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster-General, 
and when so used shall be transmitted through the mails 

poDtaRitborooD. aţ. a p0StagC charge of one cent each, including the cost of 
their manufacture.

poBtmneter-Gen- Sec. 171. That the Postmaster-General may, from time to 
¡'m̂ rovom-nu'ln time, adopt such improvements iu postage-stamps and 
opee. stamped envelopes as lie may deem advisable ; and when any

such improvement is adopted it shall he subject to all the 
provisions herein respecting postage-stamps or stamped en
velopes.

PostnRo-stnmps Sec. 172. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes
and stamped en-
vetopesm be fur- shall be furnished by the Postmaster-General to all post-
nisbed to postmas-
mrs, who »hnu b« masters, and shall be kept for sale at all post-offices ; and
accountable there-
for. each postmaster shall be held accountable lor all such stamps

and envelopes furnished to him.
Discount on Sec, 173. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopespo8t;ige-a tumpK σ

«nji Mumped en may be sold at a discount to certain designated agents, who 
will agree to sell again without discount, under rules to be 
prescribed by the Postmaster-General ; but the quantities

Di-oonnt not to of each sold to any one agent at one time shall not exceed
exceed, &c. ,one hundred dollars in value, and the discount shall not 

exceed live per centum on the face value o f the, stamps, nor 
the same per centum on the current price o f the envel
opes when sold in less quantities.

Postage-ätnmps, S e c . 174. That postage-stamps shall not be sold for any 
fór larger aum larger sumtlianthevalueindicatedon their face, nor stamped 

envelopes for more than is charged therefor by the Post- 
Office Department for like quantities; and any person con
nected with the postal service who shall violate this provision

Penalty, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more 
than five hundred dollars.

win u affixed to S e c . 17Õ. That postage-stamps affixed to all mail-matter
mail-mutter to be . , . . .. . . , .«io faceti ; or the stamped envelopes in which the same is inclosed,

when depositing for mailing or delivery, shall be defaced by 
the postmaster at the mailing office in such manner as the 
Postmaster-General may direct; and if any mail-matter 
shall be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being 
so defaced, the postmaster at the office o f delivery shall 
deface them, ami report the delinquent postmaster to the 
Postmaster-General.
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Se c . 17G. That any person employed in any branch of theс„Гр™у^icnri°r 
postal service who shall willfully and unlawfully remove wiiifuiiy, &c.,'re-
* moving postage·from any mail-matter any postage-stamp affixed thereto in «am ps affix, ,i to

„  _ , ,  „  . . mail-mat t„r ;payment of the postage, shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, he fined not more than one huudred dol
lars, or be imprisoned not more than six months, at the dis
cretion of the court.

Sec. 177. That any person who shall use or attempt to uP,m a»y рсг‘
L 60П for n«İDg. &C.,

use, m payment ot tue postage on any mail-matter conveyed, stamps, &c., once 
by mail or otherwise, any postage-stamp or stamped envel
ope, or auy stamp cut from any such stamped envelope, 
which has been before used for a like purpose, shall forfeit 
and pay fifty dollars. And any person who shall counter
feit the frank of any person entitled to the franking privi
lege, or willfully utter or use any counterfeit frank with the For counterfeit-1 "  ύ ing frank, with in-lllteilt to avoid the payment ot postage, shall, on conviction'»nt, &c. 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun
ished by a tine not less than fifty dollars nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not less than three 
months nor more than twelve months, or by both fine and 
imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.

Se c . 178. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit For forging,¿c., 
any postage-stamp, or any stamp printed upon any stamped &c ; 
envelope, postal card, or any die, plate, or engraving there
for ; any person who shall make, or print, or knowingly use For knowingly 
or sell, or have in possession, with intent to use or sell, any 
such forged or counterfeited postage-stamp, stamped envoi-wUh intent, ie-! 
ope, postal card, die, plate, or engraving; any person who 
shall make, or knowingly use or sell, or have in possession, 
with intent to use or sell, any paper bearing the water-mark 
of any stamped envelope, postal card, or any fraudulent 
imitation thereof; any person who shall make or print, or For milking,&o..

, i · , i . stampa withoutauthorize or procure to be made or prmted, auy postage- authority, 

stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card, o f  the kind author
ized and provided by the Post-Office Department, without 
the special authority and direction of said Department ; auy 
person who shall, after such postage-stamps, stamped envel
opes, or postal card, have been printed, and with intent to 
defraud the postal revenue, deliver the same to any p e r s o n Гсп»иг for d<··Ł 7 . , li vering stamps to
not authorized by au instrument oť writing duly executed unauthorized ¡«г-

~  1 1 1  sonH wKh ¡útónt,under the hand of the Postmaster-General and the seal of&c.; 
the Post-Office Department to receive them, every such per
son shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a felony, 
and be punished by a line not exceeding five hundred dol
lars,or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both 
line and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.
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uJůgfTonrgД Sec* 179· Tbat anJ person who shall forge or counterfeit, 
Bovi.’mmontfr iEn or knowiuSbT utter or use any forged or counterfeited post·

age-starup of any foreign government, shall be deemed guilty 
of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be puuislied by 
imprisonment o f not less than two nor more than ten years,
at the discretion of the court.

S e c . 4.3. *  *  *  *  *

J w t Ä Aml alby person intrusted by law with the sale of postage- 
ίίηιίVerat»«'«?1 íu* stamps or stamped envelopes, who shall refuse or neglect to 

account for the same, or who shall pledge or hypothecate or 
t1'™·· ° unlawfully dispose of them, for any purpose whatever, shall

be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and shall be subject to 
the same penalty and punishment as are provided in this 
section for the embezzlement of money.
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Se c . 42, Timt unclaimed money in «load-letters, lor which 
no owner can be found; all money taken from the mail by 
robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come into the hands 
of any agent or employee of lhe United States, or any other 
person whatever ; all lines and penalties imposed for any 
violation of the postal laws, except such part as may by law 
belong to tlie informer or party prosecuting for the same; 
and all money derived from the sale of waste paper or other 
public property o f the Post-Office Depart ment, shall lm de
posited in the Treasury, under the direction of the Postmas 
tcr-General, as part of the postal revenue. And the Post
master-General is hereby directed to cause to be placed to 
the credit of the Treasurer o f the United States for the ser
vice of the Post-Office Department, the net proceeds of the 
money-order business; and the receipts o f the Post-Office 
Department derived from this source during each quarter 
shall be entered by the Auditor o f the Treasury for the 
Post-Office Department, in the accounts of said Department, 
under the head of “ revenue from money-order business.” 

Seo . 188. That the Postmaster-General may direct the 
publication of the list o f поп-delivered letters at any post
onico bya written list posted in some public place, or, when 
he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the 
publication o f such list in the daily or weekly newspaper 
regularly published within the post-office delivery which 
has the largest circulation within such delivery; and where 
no daily paper is published within the post-office delivery, 

0  v c
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ι, φ!,.7 hot m'w*'such list may be published in lhe daily newspaper of any 
adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within the 
delivery of the post-office publishing the list; and in case of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the 
postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. 
Such list shall be published as frequently as the Postmas
ter-General may deem proper, but not ottener than once a 
week.

Addressed ю Sec. 189. That the list of non-deliverecl letters addressedperson» foreign-
go™ «o ьв г«ъ-to persons foreign-born m aybe published ina  newspaper 
newspaper. printed in the language most used by them, which shall be 

selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section.
:·νη Yi*,.,ΙΥΎ Seo. 191. That every postmaster shall post, in a conspic
uo p n s i t d .  & .C . nous place in his office, a copy o f each list o f lion-delivered 

letters immediately after its publication.
)пГпо1Г7оР”хс"«1 S e c . 193. That the compensation for publishing the list 
nr»· cent oaeh. ()j· non-deli vered letters shall in no case exceed one cent for 

each letter so published.
a d a n · <i и 1 1 Sec. 193. That all letters published as non-delivered shallebarge of o i k * cent 1

on a d e r ti« · '1 μ· i,e charged with one cent in addition to the regular postage, 
to be accounted for as part o f the postal revenue.

Hemm of nude- S e c . 194. That the Postmaster-General may regulate the
livored letters to , 1letter <'Ilice, period during which undelivered letters shall remain in any
nnd Iron i llienco ... ' *m writ. ! . post-office, and when they shall be returned to the dead-let

ter office; and he may make regulations for their return 
from the dead-letter office to the writers, when they cannot 
be delivered to the parties addressed.

Domo.tic ii te ™, Sec. 195. Tha t all domestic letters, deposited in any post-
6iC., except, &.C., > > A
¡nsuffiok-iiOypiiid, oflice for mailing, on which the postage is whollv unpaid 
to be sent to dead· . ° 1 °  * 1
k-tuT om«. or paid less than one full rateas required by law, except

letters lawfully free, and duly certified letters o f soldiers,
sailors, and marines in the service o f the United States,
shall be sent by the postmaster to the dead-letter office in
Washington: Provided, That in large cities and adjacent
districts of dense population having two or more post-offices
within a distance of three miles of each other, any letter
mailed at one of such offices and addressed to a locality
within the delivery of another o f sudi offices, which shall
have been inadvertently prepaid at the drop or local letter

1пгГ7 ' а1с1пс»гя ofrake ° f  postage only, may be forwarded to its destination
Ä Ä ^ t h r o u g l i  tiu· proper ofiice, charged with the amount of the

ft,r deficient postage, to be collected on delivery.
S e c . 190. That dead-letters containing valuable inclos- 

- Ä ' v S ; « « 58 shall bo registered in the dead-letter office; and when 
I" &c rt‘giitcrcdthey cannot be delivered to the party addressed nor to the
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Contants, ho w 
disposed of.

writer, the contents thereof shall be disposed of, and a care
ful account shall be kept of the amount realized in each 
case, which shall be subject to reclamation by either the 
party addressed or the sender, for four years from the reg
istry thereof; and all other letters of value or of import
ance to the party addressed or to the writer, and which 
cannot be returned to either, shall be disposed of as the 
Postmaster-General may direct.

Sec. 107. That the action ot' the Post-Office Department Fon-ign dead 
respecting foreign dead-letters shall be subject to conven
tional stipulations with the respective foreign administra
tions.

Sec. 198. That when the writer of anv letter on which the r.tter,·». if pr«-
. . . . . . . .  , . . .pa id , not calledpostage is prepaid shall indorse upon the outside tnereol r«»r. a*·.,to ь,· n.·. 

his name and address, such letter shall not be advertised, a" ' 
but after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is 
directed thirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall 
be returned to him without additional charge lor postage, 
and if not then delivered shall be treated as a dead-letter.

S e c . 100. That prepaid and free letters shall be forwarded p r<-pa¡,i. &c.. 
from one post office to another, at the request o f the party 
addressed, without additional charge for postage.

Sec. 302. That all letters, packets, or other matter which Letter,*<·.,de- 
may be seized or detained for violation of law shall be re- ‘law
turned to the owner or sender of the same, or otherwise dis- disposed of.

posed of as the Postmaster General may direct.
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C H A P T E R  X I X .

Route - agen te  
and their pay.

Railway postal 
clerks oúd their 
pay.

Route -a g e n ts  
may receive paek- 
ng«n of newspa
pers from publish
ers, Ac.

Railway postal 
derke und route-
agents to receive 
prepaid mail-mat
ter and d e l i v e r  
same.

Se c . 39. That the Postmaster-General may employ as 
many route-agents as may be neeessary for the prompt and 
safe transportation of the mail, who shall be paid out of the 
appropriation for transportation of the mail, at the rate of 
not less than nine hundred nor more than one thousand two 
hundred dollars per annum.

Se c . 40. That the Postmaster-General may appoint clerks 
for the purpose o f assorting and distributing the mail in 
railway post-offices, who shall be paid out of the appropria
tion for transportation of the mail, at the rate of not more 
than one thousand four hundred dollars per annum to the 
head clerks, nor more than one thousand two hundred dol
lars per annum to the other clerks.

S e c . 141. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
order the terms upon which route-agents may receive from 
publishers or any news agents in charge thereof, and deliver 
the same as directed, if presented and called for at the mail- 
ear or steamer, packages ot newspapers and other periodi
cals not received from or intended lor delivery at any post- 
office.

Se c . 22П. That every route-agent, postal clerk, or other 
carrier of the mail shall receive any mail-matter presented 
to him, if properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver the same 
for mailing at the next post-office at which he arrives ; but 
no fees shall be allowed him therefor.



CHA PTER XX.
s p e c i a l  л  c; i :\ t s .

Sec. 31. That the Postmaster General may employ two S|. cmi овспы• i л ,| ~  ,д - ’ . . „for Pacific constspecial agents lor tne racilie coast, ami such nimmer o íandt-r when··, 
other special agents as the good of I he service and the safety 
of the mail may require.

Sec. 32. That the salary of the special agents of the Post- тыг «darie*τι. „ , .. \ . .. , anduitiM’iî cs;Onice Department shall be at the rate ol not more than 
one thousand six hundred dollars per annum; and they 
shall lie allowed for traveling and incidental expenses, while 
actually employed in the service, a sum not exceeding live 
dollars a day.

Sec. 33. That whenever a special agent is required to Bond.irreuntn<i 
collect or disburse any public money, he shall, before cu- public money, 
tering upon such duty, give bond in such sum and form, 
and witii such security, ns the Postmaster General may ap
prove.

Sec. 34. That the Postmaster General may employ, when .wwimt e„.t. 
the service requires it, the A ssis tan t Postmastcrs-Genoral 
and superintendents in his Department as special agents ; spi4,llIllS,'u,,; 
and he may allow them therefor not exceeding the amount Aium-mic·· r.» 
expended by them as necessary traveling expenses while so 11 “ s ' *
employed.

SEC. 3Õ. That the Postmaster-General may appoint two Two «en«* ¡wKUperinteodente of
agents to superintend the railway postal service, vv lm shall railway ρη̂ ιΐ*«r-• . _ . . * . vico, their HilurloHbe paid out ot the appropriation tor the transportation of юск-хрии«··· 
the mail, at the rate o f two thousand live hundred dollars 
per annum salary, with an allowance for traveling and inci
dental expenses, while actively employed in the service, of 
not more than five dollars a day ; and the Auditor o f the 
Treasury for the Post-Oliiее Department shall charge to the
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appropriation for mail transportation the salary ami per 
diem'of the assistant superintendents of the postal railway 

Au.iiiortociuirge service ; and to the appropriation for the free-deliverv sys-
to what appropri* p i  .ation. tern, Ilio salary and por diem of the special agent detailed

for that sen ice; and the salary and per diem of the special 
agents employed in the money-order service shall be paid 
out of the proceeds o f that service.

Advances ю Sec. 48. That all payments on account o f the postal service 
i/«'.w'm.’-mÍ."¡Ui shall lie made to persons to whom the same shall be certified 
' " ' ι,,ιΓε '' to be due by the Auditor; hut advances o f necessary sums 

to defray expenses may be made by the Postmaster-General 
to agents employed to investigate mail depredations, exam
ine post-routes and offices, and on other like services, to 
be charged to them by the Auditor, and to be accounted 
for in the settlement of their accounts, 

spéciül agents, Skc. 235. That any special agent of the Post-Office Do- 
in bi-arch vessel* pnrtmcnt, when instructed by the Postmaster-General to 
i ' i.-itors,&V., ina]iC examinations and seizures, and the collector or other 

customs-officer o f any port, without special instructions,shall 
carefully search all vessels for letters which may be on board 
or which have been conveyed contrary to law.

Muy »dro ut. Sec. 230. That any special agent of the Post-Office De- 
ried contrary 1« pari ment, collector, or other customs-officer, or United 
or post*roiite. States marshal or bis deputy, may at all times seize all let

ters and bags, packets or parcels, containing letters which 
are being carried contrary to law on board any vessel or 
on any post-route, and convey the same to the nearest post- 
office, or may, by tbe direction of the Postmaster-General 
or the Secretary of the Treasury, detain them until two 
months after the linai determination of all suits and proceed
ings, which may, at any time within six months after such 
seizure, be brought against any person for sending or car
rying such letters.

Sec. 237. That every package or parcel seized by any 
foí special agent o f  tbc Post-Office Department, collector, or 

other customs-officer, or United States marshal or his dep
uties, in which any letter is unlawfully concealed, shall be 
forfeited to the United States, and the same proceedings 
may be had to enforce the forfeiture as are authorized in 

proceedings to respect to goods, wares, and merchandise forfeited forvio-i-lìforco forfeiture. л
lation of the revenue laws; and all laws for the benefit and 
protection of customs-officers making seizures for violating 
said revenue laws shall apply to officers making seizures for 

special agent., violating the postal laws, 
ninifhi’i'ie''inu'Vèr Sec. 299. That the Postmaster-General o f the United
; " l,lly ,raD*· States may empower, by a letter of authorization under his

Packages, &c., 
seized by special 
agents to be 
feited.
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barul, to be filed among the records of his Department, any 
special agent or other oilicer of the post-office establishment 
to make searches for mailable matter transported in viola
tion o f law; and that the agent or officer so authorized may 
open and search any car or vehicle passing, or lately before 
having passed, from any place at which there is a post-office 
of the United States to any other such place, and any box, 
package, or packet, being, or lately before having been, in 
such ear or vehicle, and any store or house (other than a 
dwelling house) used or occupied by any common carrier 
or transportation company in which such box, package, or 
packet may be contained, whenever said agent or officer 
has reason to believe that mailable matter, transported con
trary to law, may therein he found.

Tower o f euch 
agenta or officers.
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A D V E R T IS IN G .

Poetm«bier-Gen· Sec. IBS. That tli« Postmaster-General may direct thecrai may direct Ino *"
publication of the publication of the list o f non-delivered letters at any post-
lint« of non-dcliv* 1
«radlettere; office by η written list posted in sonic public place, or, when 

he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the 
publication of such list in the daily or weekly newspaper 
regularly published within the post-oflice delivery which 
has the largest circulation within such delivery ; and where 
no daily paper is published within the post-oflice delivery,

pnIpcT̂ hat nowe‘ such list may Vic published in lhe daily newspaper of any 
adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within the 
delivery of the post-office publishing the list ; and in ease of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the 
postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. 
Such listshall be published as frequently as the Postmas
ter-General may deem proper, but not ottener than once a 
week.

Publication о f 
list.4 o f non-dělív 
ered biten* u <1 · 
drewed to perenne 
foreign-born.

Published list of 
non-delivered let
tera to be post« <1 
in a conspicuous 
placc.
Componimi Ion for 

publishing liKts.

Proposal« for 
c o n v e y i n g  tbo 
mails t«· be udver- 
tta-d before con
tractu are made ;

Se c . 1S9. That the list of non delivered letters addressed 
to persons foreign horn may he published in a newspaper 
printed in the language most used by them, which shall be 
selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section.

Se c . 101. That every postmaster shall post, in a conspicu- 
ous place in his office, a copy of each list of nun-delivered 
letters immediately after its publication.

Se c . 190. That the compensation for publishing the list 
of noil-delivered letters shall in no ease exceed one cent for 
each letter so published.

Se c . 243. That before making any contract for carrying 
the mail, other than those hereinafter excepted, the Post-
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mašter-General shall give public notice by advertising once 
a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceeding five, 
newspapers published in the State or Territory where the 
service is to be performed, one o f  which shall be published 
at the seat of government of such State or Territory ; ami 
such notice shall describe the route, the time at which the 
mail is to be made up, the time at which it is to be deliv
ered, and the frequency of the service; and the Postmaster- 
General shall direct, by special order in each case, the news
papers in which mail-lettings, or other proposals relative to 
the business of his Department, shall be advertised, and no 
publisher shall be paid for such advertisment.s without hav
ing been requested by the Postmaster-General to publish 
the same.

Advert Ыстепи 
to Htntenimt,

Newspaper*. I ï g w

Beíveled, ¿te.
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C H A P T E R  X X I I .

postmaster-o™· Sec. 300. That the Postmaster-General may, upon ovi-
era I may forbid i be ,  . . ,, . . . , ..in.ytneiit oiA -̂ tai dence satisfactory to limi tliat any person, in ni, or corpora- 
y Z Ì ,r k :  «¡i-tton is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift- 
u'm '¡oťt’<̂r.'A'A'í enterprise, or scheme lor the distribution of money, or of 
'ind Ti-tiun ufni-any real or personal property, hy lot, eliance, or drawing of 
ofbiI A nrdèr".JUlltany bind, or in coiuluctiog any other scheme or device for 

obtaining money through the mails by means o f lidse or 
fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid 
the payment by any postmaster to any sucii person, linn, 
or corporation of any postal money-order drawn to the order 
or in favor of him or of them, and may provide by regula
tions for the return to the remitters of the sums named in 

Post m nater· fi en- such money-orders. And the l ’ostmaster-Gcneral may also,
eral may direct Ł . ,that reei-iten-dи -upon like evidence, instruct postmasters at any post-omces
lew addressed to . . . . , . . . . . . .  .ми* person*. &c., at which registered letters shall arrive directed to any such
be marked “fraud- .. , .  , ,uWni,” »uti re-person, ηπη, or corporation, to return all such registered 
пт...i "lidera·.i(.ţters the postmasters at the oflices at which they were 

originally mailed, with the word “ fraudulent” plainly writ
ten or stamped upon the outside of said letters; and all such 
letters so returned to such postmasters shall be by them re
turned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the 

.. Postmaster-General may prescribe: Provided, That nothing
jbomed io op«·« n jn this act contained shall be so construed as to authorizeletter not address-
ed to bimeeif. any postmaster or other person to open any letter not ad

dressed to biniseli'.
penalty for mi*- Sec. 301. That if any person baling devised or intendingusiog the p o s t -  . * . _

office c»t a i· nai to devise any scheme or art ilice to defraud, or be eliceteli 
co r гг spoi,d· net·, by either opening or interni mg to open correspondence or
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communication with any other person, (whether resident 4«-«иып*евио* 1 3 4 def mud, und plac-
within or outside oi' the United States,) hv means of the “ ε. , wuerein. _ , postoffice.
post omeo establishment-of the United States, or by inciting;
sucii other person to open communication with the person
so devising or intending, shall, in and for executing such
scheme or artifice, (or attempting soto do,)place any letter
or packet in any post office of the United States, or take or
receive any therefrom, such person, so misusing the post·
office establishment, shall l»c guilty of a misdemeanor, and
shall he punished with a line of not more than five hundred
dollars, with or without such imprisonment, as the court
shall direct, not exceeding eighteen calendar months. The
indictment, information, or complaint may severally charge proceedings for
offenses to the number of throe when committed within the 2“!'' cum,c,lun’
same six calendar months; but the court thereupon Shall
give a single sentence, and shall proportion the punishment
especially to the degree in which the abuse of the post-office
establishment enters as an instrument into such fraudulent
scheme and device.

Sec. 302. That all letters, packets, or other matter which better«,&c„do-
.  , .  . . , . . .  . . .  i i t  i l al nvi l  f o r  vio lu*may be seized or detained lor violation oi law shall be re-1¡.>» ot law how 

turned to the owner or sender o f the same, or otherwise dis- '' '' "b l' 
posed o f as the Postmaster-General may direct.
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CRIMES», M IS D E M E A N O R S , ΑΛΊ» P E N A L T IE S-

Penally.

no employ.· to Sec. 12. Tliat no person employed in  the Post-Office De- 
lmy "eonini’tO l'r | lil 1't IIK‘ 111 s h a l l  ЬбС О Ш С  i n t e r e s t e d  i l l  il UV C O lltV a C t ί'θΓ СПГГу- 

огait"';!1'''..Tío? ing the mai],or act as agent, with or without compensation, 
coolrm-tur, 4 c . j 0 ,. v,n y  C O lltH lC to r  ОГ p e r s o l i  o f f e r i n g  t o  heC O IllC  i l  C o n t r a c t o r ,

in any business before the Department; and any person so 
offending shall be iminediatcly dismissed from office, and 
shall be liable to pay so much money as would have beeu 
realized from said contract, to be recovered in an action of 
debt, for the use o f the I’ost-Office Department.

Penally f o r  Se c . 24. That, the Auditor for the Post-Office Department,knowingly hw» иг- . . .
ing In Rely ue to oí* t l lC  И Ш уО Г  o f  S illy  C i t y ,  İİ11Y JllStlC C  OI t l lC  pC ilC C , 01* t llCtiny cxpcudilure. .
&c. judge ot any court ot vccom may ¡ulmiinstcr oaths or allinna-

tions in relation to the examination and settlement of the 
accounts committed to the charge o f said Auditor ; and if 
any person shall knowingly swear or affirm falsely touching 
any expenditure on account of, or claim in favor of or against, 
said Department, lie shall, on conviction thereof, for every 
such ofl'ensc, forfeit and pay not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, and be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding five 
years, according to the aggravation of the offense.

Penally for «¡i- Sec. 45. That any officer, agent, postmaster, clerk, or 
dep: - и any i :.i ny other person employed in ¡inj blanch ot the* postal sonico 
th  ̂polvrivv"1 having temporary custody o f any money taken from dead- 

letters; any money derived troni the sale o f waste paper or 
other public property of the Post Office Department; or 
any money derived Írom any other source which by law is 
part of the postal revenues, w ho shall willfully neglect to 
deposit the same in the Treasury o f the United States, or 
in some other depository authorized to receive the same,
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shall be deemed guilty oi embezzlement, and be subject to 
a hue not exceeding double the sum so retained, or to impris
onment not exceeding three years, or both, at the discretion 
of the court. And any person intrusted by law with the 
sale of postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, who shall re
fuse or neglect to account l'or the same, or who shall pledge For ,,, BU.cnng. 
or hypothecate or unlawfully dispose of them, for any pur- 
pose whatever, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and "̂¡ο,,^ογ »'ı!ıûu·' 
shall be subject to the same penalty and punishment as arej'j'b disi,osil,s of 
provided in this section for the embezzlement of money.

S e c . 0 2 .  That any person who shall, without authority For profession to 

from the Postmaster-General, set up or profess to keep any «Viuoiuamíiuniy. 
office or place of business bearing the sign, name, or title 
of post-office, shall forfeit and pay, for every such offense, 
not more than live hundred dollars.

S e c . 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a rat* кте.-arin*
to quarterly nc-

sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account of a count tumm of. receipts nuil ex·postumster, to the eflect timt such account contains a trne p. miuures to bo 
statement o f the entire amount ol postage, box-rents, 
charges, and moneys collected or received at his office dur
ing the quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or 
permitted to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the 
postage was not at the time paid ; that such account ex
hibits truly and faithfully the entire receipts collected at 
Iiis office, and which, by due diligence, could have been col
lected ; and that the. credits lie claims are just and right.
And any false swearing therein shall render him liable to 
the pains and penalties of perjury.

S e c . 7 9 .  That no postmaster shall act as agent for any ívmuty forpost.
, ,  , ,  master acting яяlottery-office, or under any color ol purchase, or otherwise, а -.ш  ror lottery, 

vend lottery tickets; nor shall he receive or send any lot- * 
tery scheme, circular, or ticket free of postage; and for any 
violation of the provisions of this section the person offend
ing shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars.

Sec. 96. That any person who shall willfully and nmli-
destroy, any letter box, pillar-ciously injure, tear down, or

For willfully,Ac., 
mjiirinp, Ac., any 
resoplado lor di’-

box, or other receptacle established by tint Postmaster-Gen- }„!' 1 шш1 ‘""l 
oral for the safe deposit of matter for the mail or for deliv
ery, or who shall willfully and maliciously assault any For 11KJn„uing 
hitter-carrier, when in uniform, while engaged on his r o u t e ru!,l,[r.r,nn.r 
in the discharge of his duty as a letter-carrier, and any per
son who shall will fully aid or assist therein, shall, on con
viction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, 
or be imprisoned not less than one nor more than three
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ле!" a mom-yT-cure to bo altered, or viliin
dt r with intent to defraud.

years, according to the circumstances and aggravation of 
the offense.

For icsumg a Sec. 105. That any postmaster who shall issue a money-money-order with· . .out f» rut receiving order without bavin if previously received the money there- 
or. rL for shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on con

viction thereof, shall be lined not less than fifty nor more 
than five hundred dollars.

Penalty forfors- Sec. 116. That any person who shall, with intent to de- 
огГй:г;С' fraud, falsely make, forge, counterfeit, engrave, or print, or

cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, 
engraved, or printed, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging, counterfeiting, engraving, or printing, any 
order in imitation o f or purporting to be a money-order 
issued by the Post-Office Department, or any of its postmas
ters or agents, or any material signature or indorsement 

For falsely ni- thereon ; any person who shall falsely alter, or cause or pro
aid or assist in falsely alter

ing any such money-order; any person who shall, with 
intent to defraud, pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, 
utter, or publish, as true, any such false, forged, counter
feited, or altered money-order, knowing the same, or any 
signature or indorsement thereon, to be falsi1, forged, coun
terfeited, or altered, every such person shall be deemed 
guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof shall lie impris
oned at hard labor for not less than two nor more than ffvi 
years, and be fined not exceeding live thousand dollars. 

Penalty for mi»· Skc. 1 2 2 . That any postmaster, assistant, clerk, or otherlining, &.C., any .
m onoy-orrier person employed in or connected with the business or onerfunds, or aiding . , . . . .  . . . . .tirenin. alums ot any money-order office who shall couvert to his

own use, in any way whatever, or loan, or deposit in any 
bank, or exchange for other funds, any port ion o f the money- 
order funds, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement; and 
any such person, as well as every other person advising or 
participating therein, shall, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, be imprisoned for not less than six months nor 
more than ten years, and be fined in a sum equal to the 

Failure to pay amount embezzled ; and any failure to pay over or produce 
prinin-lllCH) ovi- any money-order funds intrusted to such person shall bedeuce of embezzle- , . . . .. . · , .. , , ,ниnt. taken to bepnma-iaaeevidence4ot embezzlement; and upon

the trial o f any indictment against any person for such eiu- 
intrini»for,«te., bozzlement, it shall be prima-faeie evidence o f  a balance 

priům· against him to produce a transcript from the money-order 
huitmcougüÍu»t.<,raccount-hooks of the Auditor lor the l’ ost-ОШсе Depart

ment. But nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
prohibit any postmaster depositing, under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General, in a national bank designated by
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the Secretary of the Treasury for that purpose, to his own 
credit as postmaster, any money-order or other funds in his 
charge, nor prevent Ids negotiating drafts or other evi
dences of debt through such bank, or through United States 
disbursing officers, or otherwise, when instructed or required 
todo so by the Postmaster-General, for the purpose of re
mitting surplus money-order funds from one post-office to 
another, to be used in payment of money-orders. That dis
bursing officers of the United States shall be required to 
issue, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks drawn by them 
in favor of any postmaster on account o f money-order or 
other public funds received by them trom some other post
master.

Sec. 142. That any person who shall inclose or conceal penalty юг ju
any letter, memorandum, or other thing in any mail-matter!»'uÍ"l-mrrUno'! 
not charged with letter-postage, or make any writing o r «r 
memorandum thereon, and deposit, or cause the same to b e "ritmff,hereou' 
deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than letter- 
postage, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay live 
dollars, and such mail-matter or 'indosure shall not lie de
livered until the postage is paid thereon at letter-rates; but 
no extra postage shall be charged lor a card printed or im
pressed upon an envelope or wrapper.

Sec. 1 lb. That any postmaster who shall unlawfully de- up°“ p. . * tersler uulawlully
tam m Ins ornee any letter or otliur mail-matter, the post İUg detaining I«-tto -

. . . .  * . .  . W i l l i  i u t e  Ut .  <&C. .
ot which is not prohibited by law, with intent to prevent 
the arrival and delivery o f the same to the person to whom 
it is addressed, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding live hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not 
exceeding six months, and he shall be lore ver thereafter in
capable of holding the office o f postmaster.

Sec. 14(i. That any person employed in any department Upoił any cm·I i i i i  ' pluvi* in ilu* pos·ot the postal service, who shall unlawlully detain, delay, nruiVr«,·, tomu·
i . i . i . *  . , lawfully detainingopen any lottin*, packet. bag, or mail ul letters intrusted tou*mu>-.\vi·. 

him, or which shall have come into his possession, and 
which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or 
delivered by any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, 
letter-carrier, or other person employed in any department 
of the postal service, or lot-warded through or delivered from 
any post-office or branch post-office established by authority 
of the Postmaster-General ; any such person who shall ror ?,cr<i¡DKor 
secrete, embezzle, or destroy any such letter, packet, bag, or £¡£2 ^ . .  îoi 
mail of letters, as aforesaid, which shall not contain any secu-com:limre'* r'; 
rity for or assurance relating to money or other thingof value, 
every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for every
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c.

such offense, forfeit and pay a penalty of not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one year, 
or both, at the discretion o f the court.

Se c . 147. That any person who shall take any letter, 
postal card, or packet which shall not contain any article 
of value or evidence thereof out o f  a post-office or branch 
post-office, or from a letter or mail carrier, or which has been 
iu any post-office or branch post-office, or in the custody 
o f any letter or mail carrier, before it shall have been deliv
ered to the person to whom it was directed, with a design 
to obstruct the correspondence, or pry into the business 
or secrets of another, or shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy 
the same, shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, 
forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
or he imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding one year, or 
both, at the discretion of the court.

Se c . 118. That no obscene book, pamphlet, picture, 
print, or other publication of a vulgar or indecent charac
ter, or any letter upon the envelope of which, or postal card 
upon which scurrilous epithets may have been written or 
printed, or disloyal devices printed or engraved, shall be car
ried in the mail ; and any person who shall knowingly de
posit, or cause to he deposited, lbr mailing or for delivery, 
any such obscene publication, sitali be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, for every 
such offense, be fined not more than live hundred dollars, 
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both, according to 
the circumstances and aggravation o f the offense.

Site. 149. That it shall not be lawful to convey by mail, 
nor to deposit in a post-office to be sent by mail, any letters 
or circulars concerning illegal lotteries, so-called gift-con
certs, or other similar enterprises offering prizes, or concern
ing schemes devised and intended to deceive and defraud the 
public for the purpose of obtaining money under false pre
tenses, and a penalty o f not more than five hundred dollars 
nor less than one hundred dollars, with costs o f prosecution, 
is hereby imposed upon conviction, in any Federal court, of 
the violation o f this section.

Slid. 1 GL\ That the Postmaster-General may prescribo, by 
regulation, an affidavit, in form, to be taken by the pub
lisher, or by the clerk, agent, or servant of the publisher, 
of any newspaper or other periodical which may by law be 
sent to regular subscribers without prepayment of postage 
at the mailing office, to the effect that neither lie nor any 
other proprietor, clerk, agent, or employee within his knowl
edge will send, cause or permit to be sent through the mail,
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without prepayment by postage-stamps, any copies of such 
newspaper or other periodical (naming it) except to hona- 
üde and regular subscribers thereto; and if any such news
paper or other periodical shall be thus unlawfully sent, with 
the knowledge or consent of such proprietor, or his agent, 
clerk, servant in charge of such business, or if such affidavit 
shall, when required by the Postmaster-General or any spe
cial agent of the Post-Office Department, be refused, the per
son guilty of the offense, or refusing to make the affidavit, 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars in each case.

S e c . 1 7 4 .  That postage-stamps shall not be sold for lUiy F«»r selling post* 
larger sum than the value indicated on their lace, nor S T 'İ S  v»iu.r 
stamped envelopes for more than is charged therefor by tn\- Л 0 

the Post-Office Department for like quantities; and a 1 1 у by oÓpartm̂ uf Г* 
person connected with the postal service who shall violate 
this provision shall be deemed guilty o f a misdemeanor, and, 
on conviction thereof, shall be tilled in any sum not less than 
ten nor more than five hundred dollars.

Sec. 17G. That any person employed in any branch of upon employ.:,.* v \ &c., for willfully,
tlie postal service who shall willfully and unlawfully remove £<·-. r e m oviti«
, 1 povtfigiï-atamps ui·írom any mail-matter any postage-stamp affixed I hereto in пхн to maiiubic 

payment of the postage, shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, be fined not more than one hundred dol
lars, or be imprisoned not more than six months, at the dis
cretion of the court.

S E C .  1 7 7 .  That any person who shall use or attempt to upon any
. Г. -, , 8011 for neillg·, Ãouse, m payment ot the postage on any mail-matter conveyed stamp. &c..

by mail or otherwise, any posi age-stamp or stamped envel
ope, or any stamp cut from any such stamped envelope, 
which lias been before used l'or a like purpose, shall forfeit 
and pay fifty dollars. And any person who shall counter- For romo-rf ¡t.

' , ' , lug frank, with fa-
feit the frank ot any person entitled to the franking privi- tc-nt, ¡
lege, or willfully utter or use any counterfeit frank with tlie 
intent to avoid the payment of postage, shall, on convic
tion thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun
ished by a line not less than fifty dollars nor more than live 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not less than three 
months nor more than twelve months, or by both fine and 
imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.

Sec. 178. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit Forforgin*.&с., 
any postage-stamp, or any stamp printed upon any stamped Le. ¡ 
envelope, postal card, or any die, plate, or engraving there- 
l'or; any person who shall make, or print, or knowingly use 
or sell, or have in possession, with intent to use or sell, any 
Mich forged or counterfeited postage-stamp, stamped envel
ope, postal card, die, plate, or engraving; any person who 

7 r c
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ror knowingly sbalí make, or knowingly use or sell, or bave in possession, 
il'in i' i Аро'ь”Гщ!оп with intent to use or sell, any paper bearing tbe water-mark 

llrn,' &c' ; of any stamped envelope, postal card, or any fraudulent im- 
Г'r making, itation thereof: anv person who shall make or print, or uu-

A:t·.. .stainpH with· 1 v » «..litauthority; t-UOTlZe ОГ prOCUrC to be HŰKIG or prmttMl, any postage-
stamp, stamped envelope, or jiostal card, of tbe kind au
thorized and provided by tbe Post-Office Department, with
out tbe special authority and direction o f said Depart- 

For delivering ment; any person who shall, after such postage-stumps, 
•r'r'iz-.i ’i.c"r''oD»stamped envelopes, or postal card, have been printed, and 
w,.h mteui, &.C.; přelit to defra ud 1 11 « ·. postal revenue, deliver tbe same 

to any person not authorized by an instrument of writing 
duly executed under the band of the Postmaster-General 
and tbe seal of tbe Post-Ollice Department to receive them, 
every such person shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed 
guilty o f a felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five 
years, or by both fine and imprisonment, in tbe discretion 
of the court.

r. r rorgmg or Sec. 17!). That any person who shall forge or counterfeit 
” la'.iî .d'forvignor knowingly utter or use any forged or counterfeited post- 
g"\ i umvut ; age-stamp of any foreign government, shall be deemed guilty 

o f a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
imprisonment of not less than two uor more than ten years, 
at the discretion of the court.

For failure of Se c . 222. That the master of any vessel o f tbe United 
unlúVsKHvsvcJ-States, bound from any port therein to any foreign port, or 
Ггц1; Tc° Га» from any foreign port to any port of tbe United States, shall. 

w4Ui?&cTibefore clearance, receive on board and securely convey all 
such mails as tbe Post-Office Department, orany diplomatic 
or consular officer o f tbe United States abroad, shall offer; 
and be shall promptly deliver the same, on arriving at the 
port of destination, to the proper officer, for which be shall 
receive two cents for every letter so delivered; and upon 
the entry of every such vessel returning from any foreign 
port, tbe master thereof shall make oath or affirmation that 
be has promptly delivered all I be mail placed on board said 
vessel before clearance from the United States; and if be 
shall fail to make such oath or affirmation, tbe said vessel 
shall not be entitled to tbe privileges of a vessel of tbe 
United States.

For failure of SEC. 223. That the master of any steamboat passing be- 
tween ports or places in the United States, and arriving at 

i“. İ7t*. < ! ò i i·.’ * ' 'u ru-1 -a 11У such port or place where, there is a post-office, shall de- 
ĉ rtiuutiió̂ &e.111 l‘vor to the postmaster, within three hours after his arrival, 

if in the day-time, and if at night, within two hours after
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the next sunrise, all letters and packets brought by him, or 
within his power or control and not relating to the cargo, 
addressed to or destined for such port, or place, for which 
he shall receive from the postmaster two cents for each let
ter or packet so delivered, unless the same is carried under 
a contract for carrying the mail ; and for every failure lo so 
deliver such letters and packets, the master or owner of 
said steamboat shall forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty 
dollars.

S e c . 1125. That any person who shall paint, print, or in Penalty fo r  

any manner place upon or attach to any steamboat or other Spon' U” и! hí
vessel, or any stage-coach or other vehicle, not actually used $а£"шГа!."Хг ' 
in carrying the mail, the words “ United States mail,” or 
any words, letters, or characters of like import; any person 
who shall give notice, by publishing in any newspaper or 
otherwise, that any steamboat or other vessel, or any stage
coach or other vehicle, is used in carrying the mail, when 
the same is not actually so used, every person so offending, 
or willfully aiding or abetting therein, shall, on conviction 
thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.

S e c . 2 2 7 .  That any person concerned in carrying the mail, For receiving, 
who shall collect, receive, or carry any letter or packet, or rontrířvJínw! 1 

cause or procure the same to be done, contrary to law, shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding fifty dollars.

Se c . 228. That no person shall establish any private ox- Forostaû bio*
' a pri«ate < ·. : .···<

press lor the conveyance of letters or packets, or in any f ·* «-nm-iup kt-
manner cause or provide for the conveyance o f the same by
regular trips or at stated periods, over any post-route which
is or may be established by law, or from any city, town, or
place to any other city, town, or place between which the
mail is regularly carried ; and every person so offending, or
aiding or assisting therein, shall, for each offense, forfeit and
pay one hundred and fifty dollars.

Sec. 2 2 9 .  That the owner o f every stage-coach, railway- n™ owner« cr 
car, steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with knonlo'gty c<·'.An
ille knowledge of any owner, in whole or in part, or with 
1 lie knowledge or connivance of the driver, conductor, mas- ,,ipn's“ r"r·Ail’·; 
ier, or other person having charge of the same, convoy any 
person.acting or employed as a private express for the con
veyance of letters or packets, and actually in possession of 
the same for the purpose of conveying them contrary to the 
spirit, true intent, and meaning of this law, shall, for every 
such, offeuse, forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars. For simung iet-

S e c . 230. That no person shall transmit by private ex- vñto c*prVe» ; pn"
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press or other unlawful means, or deliver to any agent of 
such unlawful express, or deposit, orcause to be deposited, 
at any appointed place, for the purpose of being transmit
ted, any letter or packet, and for every such offeuse the 
party so offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars.

Se c . 231. That no stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
other vehicle or vessel which regularly performs trips at 
stated periods on any post-route, or from any city, town, or 
place to any other city, town or place between which the 
mail is regularly carried, shall carry, otherwise than in 
the mail, any letters or packets, except such as relate to some 
part of the cargo of such steamboat or other vessel, or to 
some article carried at the same time by the same stage-coach, 
railway-car, or other vehicle, except as provided in section 
two hundred ami thirty-nine ; and for every such offense 
the owner of the stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
other vehicle or vessel shall forfeit and pay one hundred 
dollars; and the driver, conductor, master, or other person 
having charge thereof, and not at the time owner of the 
whole or any part thereof, shall in like manner forfeit and 
pay lor every such offeuse fifty dollars.

S e c . 232. That no person shall carry any letter or packet 
on board any vessel which carries the mail otherwise than 
in sudi mail, except as provided iu section two hundred and 
thirty-nine; and for every such offense the party offending 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars.

S e c . 231. That no vessel arriving within any port or col
lection district of the United States shall be allowed to 
make entry or break bulk until all letters on board are de
livered at the nearest post-office, and the master thereof has 
signed and sworn to the following declaration, before the 
collector or other proper customs officer:

“ I, Л. Ik, master o f the---------, arriving from --------- , and
now lying in the port o f --------- , do solemnly swear {or
affirm) that I have, to the best o f my knowledge and belief,
delivered, at the post-office a t --------- , every letter and every
bag, packet, or parcel of letters, which were on board the 
said vessel during her hist voyage, or which were in my pos
session or under my power or control.”

And any master who shall break bulk before lie lias de
livered such letters shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for every such offense, one- 
half to the officer making the seizure, and the other to the 
use o f the United States.

S e c . 241. That any person who shall knowingly and will
fully obstruct or retard the passage of the mail, or any 
carriage, horse, driver, or carrier carrying the same, shall,
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on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and 
pay not exceeding one hundred dollars.

ЙЕС. 242. That any ferryman who shall delay the passage Upon ferryman
'  '  for delaying pas·of the mail by willful neglect or refusal to transport the same rage of the maii, 

across any ferry shall, for every ten minutes such mail may 
be so delayed, forfeit and pay ten dollars.

S e c . 247. That any postmaster or other officer o f the Post- upon poeimas-
· i ter, d:c.,for certi·Office Department who shall affix his signature to the сег-гут8«иа.тек»су 

tiheate of sufficiency ot guarantors or sureties belore шеъеюго guaranty
or contract isguaranty or contract is signed by the guarantors or sure- signed,&c. 

tics, or shall knowingly make any false or illusory certifi
cate, shall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be 
deemed guilty o f a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both.

S e c . 250. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be penalty for en- 
m a de with any person who has entered, or proposed to еп-ёотшпаоп'” 0г 
ter, into any combination to prevent tlie making o f any bid 7̂ l̂irryfnp’ Vie 
lor carrying the mail, or who has made any agreement, o r“ g W¿ . m *  
given or performed, or promised to give <>r perform, any ,щ mftuiu 
consideration whatever to induce any other person not t ö b 
bül for any such contract; and if any person so offending 
is a contractor for carrying the mail, his contract maybe 
annulled; and for the lirst offense. Ihe person so offending 
shall be disqualified to contract for carrying lhe mail for 
five years, and for the second offense shall be forever dis
qualified.

Sec. 254. That any person or persons bidding for the 
transportation of the mails upon any route which may be 
advertised to be let, and reeeivingan a ward ol the contract 
lor such service, who shall wrongfully refuse or fail to enter 
into a contract with the Postmaster-General in due form, 
and perform the service described in bis or their bid or pro
posal. shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding five 
thousand dollars and by imprisonment lor a term not ex
ceeding twelve months.

Sec. 277. That all letters or other mailable matter con
veyed to or from any part of Ihc United States by any for
eign packet or ship, except such sealed letters relating to 
said ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo t hereof as may 
be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or consignees, 
of said sliip or other vessel, shall he so .subject to postage 
charge as aforesaid, whether addressed to any person in the 
United States or elsewhere, provided it is done by the 
packet or other ship o f a foreign country imposing postage

Upon bidder* 
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contract lifter re
ceiving award of 
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tera by foreign 
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on letters or mailable matter conveyed to or from such 
country by any packet or other skip of the United States; 
and such lelters or other mailable matter carried in foreign 
packet-ships or other vessels, except such unsealed letters 
relating to the ship or vessel, orany part of the cargo there
of, as may be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or 
consignees, as aforesaid, are hereby required to be delivered 
into the United States post-office by the master or comman
ders of all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and 
to he taken from a United States post-office when depart
ing, and the postage paid thereon justly chargeable by this 
act; and for refusing or failing to do so, or for conveying 
said letters or any letters intended to be conveyed in any ship 
or vessel o f such foreign country over or across the United 
States, or any portion thereof, ilio party offending shall, ou 
conviction, forfeit and pay not exceeding one thousand dol
lars for each offense.

S e c . 2 7 8 .  That any person who shall wilfully or malici
ously injure, deface, or destroy any mail-matter, deposited 
in any letter-box, pillar-box, or other receptacle established 
by authority of the Postmaster-General for the safe deposit 
o f matter for the mail or for delivery, or who shall willfully 
aid or assist iu injuring such mail-matter, shall, on convic
tion thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not more 
than live hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than 
three years, at the discretion o f the court.

SEC. 270. That any person employed in any department 
of the postal service who shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy 
any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters intrusted to him, 
or which shall come iuto his possession, and which was in
tended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or delivered by 
any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, letter-carrier, 
or other person employed in any department of the postal 
service, or forwarded through or delivered from any post- 
office or branch post-office established by authority of the 
Postmaster-General, and which shall contain any note, 
boiul, draft, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, 
stamped envelope, postal card, money-order, certificate of 
stock, or other pecuniary obligation or security o f  the gov
ernment, or of any officer or fiscal agent thereof, of any 
description whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill 
of exchange, or note of assignment of stock in the funds; 
any letter of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, 
selling stock in the funds, or collecting the interest thereof; 
any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant, draft, bill, promis
sory note, covenant, contract, or agreement, whatsoever, for
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or relating to the payment of money, or the delivery of
any article of value, or the performance of any act, matter,
or thing j any receipt, release, acquittance, or discharge of
or from any debt, covenant, or demand, or any part thereof;
any copy of the record of any judgment or decree in any
court of lav or ohaucery, or any execution which may have
issued thereon; any copy of any other record, or any other
article of value, or writing representing the same; any such For taking.&c,
person who shall steal or take any of the things aforesaid “uf0r «"o'
out o f any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters which shall
have come into his possession, either in the regular course
of his official duties, or in any other manner whatever, and
provided the same shall not have been delivered to the
party to whom it is directed, every such person shall, on
conviction thereof, for every such offense, he imprisoned at
hard labor not less than one nor more than live years.

Stic. 280. That the fact that any letter, packet, hag, or τι..· .i<-p.»itm„·
.. . .  i n i  i t . . . #*.» euch letter in anymail ol letters shall have been deposited in any post-office onu<\ „v. t » i'· 

or branch post-office established by authority of the lh>st-и'ГЛтГ-и.М1.»ьТ 
master-General, orili any other authorized depository p)rtu,l' -'"n > ш‘ - 
mail-matter, or in charge of any postmaster, assistant, clerk, 
carrier, agent, or messenger employed in any department 
of the postal service,shall be taken and held lobe evidence 
that the same was “  intended to be conv eyed by mail” within 
the meaning of this statute.

Sl£C. 281. That any person who shall steal the mail, or rcnnity про» 
steal or take from or out of any mail, or post-office, brauch рь б̂Гш'е'· »ΐ- 
post-oilice, or other authorized depository for mail-matter, tVmmiiUoraúyb-t" 
any letter or packet; any person who shall take the luail,tťrfrom ,Ц1" “ш1· 
orany letter or packet therefrom, or from any post-office, 
branch post-office, or other authorized depository for mail- 
matter, with or without the consent of the person having 
custody thereof, and open, embezzle or destroy, any such For opening, 
mail, letter, or package which shall contain any note, fi Vi"“' ' V .V/ 
bond, dratt, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, "Γν'.'ΐπί·? ιΓ' " ’’ 
stamped envelope, money-order, certificate of stock, or 
other pecuniary obligation or security of the. government, 
or of any officer or lisca! agent thereof, of any description 
whatever; any bank-note, hank post-hill, bill of exchange, 
or note of assignment of stock in the funds; any letter of 
attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, selling stock in 
the funds, or collecting the interest thereof; any letter of 
credit, note, bond, warraut, draft, hill, promissory note, 
covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoever for or relating 
to the payment or the delivery of any article of value, or 
the performance of any act, matter, or thing; any receipt,
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release, acquittance, or discharge of or from any debt, 
covenant, or demand, or any part thereof; any copy of the 
record of any judgment or decree in any court of law or 
chancery, orany execution which may have issued thereon; 
any copy of any other record, or any other article of value, 
or any writing representing the same ; any person who shall,

kutr*, &c- by fraud or deception, obtain from any person having cus
tody thereof any such mail, letter or packet containing 
any such article of value aforesaid, every such person, not 
being employed in any department of the postal service, 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, be im
prisoned at hard labor not less than one nor more than live 
years.

enmity for bo. Sec. 282. That anv person who shall be accessory after
me occorso ry Ilf- 1 1
t. i tut-fact to пну the fact to the offense o f stealing or taking any letter, pos-• tfcвне »gainst i Le σ  . .
pustot u»-«. tal card, or other mail-matter, or any i nel osare therein, or 

to any other offense against the postal laws, shall, on con
viction thereof, forfeit and pay not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, and he imprisoned not exceeding five years; and 
any such accessory after the fact m aybe tried, convicted, 
and punished in the district in which his offense was com
mitted, though the principal offense may have been cominit-

Froceedîng* «*ted in another district; and such trial, conviction, and pun- 
ishment may he before that of the principal offender, when 
such principal offender has fled from justice er cannot be 
arrested to be put on trial.

Fcnnity for SEC. 283. That any person who shall buy, receive, or con-
k n o w ia g ly  rece lv · e t e
¡»g. &<·., any ш-п ceal, or aidin buving, receiving, or concealing any note,
from tin- шип. ur bond, draft, cheek, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp,
auliug therein. . .stamped envelope, postal card, money-order, certi heute of 

stock, or other pecuniary obligation or security of tlie gov
ernment, or o f any oflicer or fiscal agent thereof, o f any de
scription whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill of 
exchange, or note of assignment of stock in the funds; any 
letter of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, sell
ing stock in the funds, or collecting the interest thereof; 
any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant, draft, bill, promis
sory note, covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoever, lor 
or relating to the payment o f money or the delivery o f any 
article of value, or the performance of any act, matter, or 
thing; any receipt, release, acquittance, or discharge of or from 
any debt, covenant, or demand or any part thereof; any copy 
of the record of any judgment or decree in any court o f law 
or chancery, or any execution which may have issued 
thereon ; any copy of any other record, or any other article 
of value or writing representing the same, knowing any
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such artide or tiling to have been stolen or embezzled from 
the mail, or out of any post-office, branch post-office, or other 
authorized depository for mail-matter, or from any person 
having custody thereof, every such person shall, on convic
tion thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not ex
ceeding two thousand dollars, and be confined at hard labor 
not exceeding five years; and such offender may be tried , Receiver m a у 
convicted, and punished without the principal offender being !ыёГ ' ‘кГиГ1" ы 
first tried, when said principal offender has lied from jus
tice, or cannot be found to be put on trial.

S e c . 284. That any person employed in any department Penalty for đe- 

of the postal service who shall improperly detain, delay, em - ly nr destroying, 
bezzle, or destroy any newspaper, or permit any other per- paper. Si c. ; 
son to detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy the same, or open, 
or permit any other person to open, any mail or package o f 
newspapers not directed to the office where ho is employed, 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit 
and pay not exceeding fifty dollars. And if anv other per- For οροηΐιιρ. &c.

_ * any mail or pju k·
sou shall open, embezzle, or destroy any mail or раекаде o f»po<>i

1 7 ,  . 7 ,  1 1 1 . not atlUreMttl.fcc.;newspapers not being directed to lnm, and not being au
thorized to open or receive the same, every such person 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offeuse, forfeit 
and pay not exceeding twenty dollars. And anv person- \ iit'WnpHpcTK from
who shall take or steal any mail or package of newspapersn»y m»¡i . riiost-

n , - office,írom any post-office, or írom any person having custody 
thereof, every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, be imprisoned at hard labor not exceed
ing three months.

S e c . 2 8 5 .  That any person who shall rob any carrier, гоггоьы припу 

agent, or other person intrusted with the mail, of such mail, 
or any part thereof, shall, on conviction thereof, lie impris-tlKri"1; 
oned at hard labor not less than five nor more than ten years; 
and if convicted a second time of a like offense, or if, in semmi «mvu- 
efieeting such robbery the first time, the robber shall wound '¿è",'ť °g' 
the person havingcustody of the mail, or put his life in jeop
ardy by the use o f dangerous weapons, such offender shall 
he imprisoned, at hard labor, for the term of his natural life.

Sec. 2 SG. That any person who shall be accessory after For beine «cros
tile fact to any robbery of the carrier, agent, or other per- ï."rr.ãa.VoJ'«*-"r- 
son intrusted with the mail, of such mail, or any part thereof, ri,'r' Лс· 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit 
and pay not exceeding two thousand dollars, and be impris
oned at hard labor not exceeding ten years; and such ac
cessory after the fact may be tried, convicted, and pun
ished without the principal offender being first tried, when 
said principal offender has lied from justice, or cannot be 
found to be put on trial.
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F o r  attempting 
to rob tłu· umil by 
iu»auhuj£, <kc. ;

Upon any per* 
нон who bus charge 
o f th<* ineli, fur vol
untarily «(Milling it 
before o· lí wry at 
pout oftice, A l c .

Latt e for depre
dations <>n mails to 
extend to ludían 
couutrv.

Penalty for steal
ing. Aie., liny prop
erty bel·miring t'» 
tin· PoHt-ОШсе 1 )e- 
purtnient, or aid- 
iug therein ;

If value of prop
erty Ы or 
more :

If leus than $2Γι

Sec. 2S7. That any person who shall attempt to rob the 
mail by assaulting the person having custody thereof, shoot
ing at him or his horse, or threatening him with dangerous 
weapons, and shall not ellhet such robbery, shall, on convic
tion thereof, be imprisoned at hard labor not less than two 
nor more than ten years.

Sue. 288. That any person who shall have taken charge 
of the mail and shall voluntarily quit or desert the same 
before lie has delivered it into the post-office at the termi
nation of the route, or to some known mail carrier, messen
ger, agent, or other employee of the Post-Office Depart
ment authorized to receive the same, shall, on conviction 
thereof, for every such ollbnse, forfeit and pay not exceed
ing live hundred dollars, and he imprisoned not less than 
three mouths nor more than one year.

S e c . 289. That all laws defining punishment for depreda
tions committed upon the mail shall extend to and have lull 
force in the Indian country.

Sec. 290. That any person who shall steal, purloin, or 
embezzle any mail-bag or other property in use by or be
longing to the Post-Office Department, or who shall, hn
aný lucre, gain, or convenience, appropriate any such prop
erty to his own or any other than its proper use, or who 
shall, l'or any lucre or gain, convey away any such property 
to the İnildenince or detriment of the public service; every 
such person, his aiders, abettors, and counselors, shall, if 
tlie value of the property be twenty-live dollars or more, be 
deemed guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof, lor every 
such cifense, shall bo imprisoned not exceeding three years; 
and if the value of the property be less than twenty-five 
dollars, the party oilending shall be imprisoned, not more 
than one year, or be lined not less than ten nor more than 
two hundred dollars.

r·»-injuring. Sec. 291. That any person who shall tear, cut, or other- 
Wise injure any mail-bag, pouch, or other thing used or de- 

шш1, лс.';4 8tunl sigued for use in tlie conveyance of the mail, or who shall 
draw or break any staple, or loosen any part o f any lock, 
chain, or strap attached thereto, with intent to rob or steal 
any such mail, or to render the same insecure, shall, on con
viction thereof, l'or every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than live hundred dollars, 
or be imprisoned at hard labor not less than one nor more 
than three years, at the discretion of the court.

Fonu mi ing. SEO. 292. That any person who shall steal, purloin, eui-
muii-Ck ¡п',уии.·! bezzle, or obtain by any false pretense, or shall aid or assist 
or aiding t h e r e i n ; g f e a j j „g. } purloining, embezzling, or obtaining by any
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false pretense, any key suited to any loek adopted by the 
I’ost-Oflice Department, and in use on any of the mails or
bags thereof; any person who shall knowiuely and unlaw- tor forging
fully malte, forge, or counterfeit, or cause to be unlawfully "
made, forged, or counterfeited, or knowingly aid or assist For hi»«* mich- ' kry in poeiţetî i-m
in making, forging, or counterfeiting, any such key ; any wf-u unlawful ¡n.
person who sitali have in his possession any such mail lock
or key, with the intent unlawfully or improperly to use,
sell, or otherwise dispose of the same, or to cause the same For delivering
to be unlawfully or improperly used, sold, or otherwise dis- pl'glnÌuuauìb'“
posed of; any person engaged as contractor or otherwise in recwve
the manufacture of any such mail locks or keys who shall
deliver, or canse to be delivered, any finished or unfinished
lock or key used or designed for use by said Department,
or the interior part of any such lock, to any person not duly
authorized, under the hand of the Postmaster-General and
the seal of the Post-ОШсе Department, to receive the same,
(unless the person receiving is the contractor for furnishing 
the same, or engaged in the manufacture thereof in the 
manner authorized by the contract, or the agent for such 
manufacturer,) every such person shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding ten years.

Sec . 293. That any person who shall forcibly break into, Fl ,r f „ r i . ¡ u y  

ον attempt to break into, any post-office, or any building used ¡!п™птсг'’'\Г,''и 
in whole or in part as a post-office, with intent to colimi it Vòmptìu'̂ 'ti So 
therein larceny or other depredation, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than one thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned at hard labor not more than five years, accord
ing to the circumstances and aggravation of the case, in the 
discretion of the court.

Sec. 201. That if any person or persons shall falsely make, rnrf0reill)rA. 
alter, forgo, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely ¡„g"1;,!’,"! ■"> 
made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or U a t t 0 ;  
assist in the false making, altering, forging, or counter
feiting, any bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, security, official 
bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing for the pur
pose of defrauding the United States; or shall utter or Гог klm„ lnBiy 
publish as true, or cause tobe uttered or published as true, ! ' 11

any such false, forged, altered or counterfeited bond, bid, 
proposal, guarantee, security, official bond, public record, 
affidavit, or other writing, for the purpose of defrauding 
the United States, knowing the same to be false, forged, 
altered, or counterfeited ; or shall transmit to, or present 
at, or cause to procure to be transmitted to, or presented 
at, the office of any officer o f the United States any such
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For attempting S e c . 287. That any person who shall attempt to rob the
iióia’uiuue, ; ’’’ mail by assaulting the person having custody t hereof, shoot

ing at him or his horse, or threatening him with dangerous 
weapons, and shall uot effect such robbery, shall, on convic
tion thereof, be imprisoned at hard labor not less than two 
nor more than ten years.

upon any pi-г- S e c . 288. That any person who shall have taken charge
eomvbobffs charge t *
oftii-mrii,rorv.,1- o f the mail and shall voluntarily quit or desert the same
uutnrily quitting it ,before đi-liv post-office, бес.r y  at before he has delivered it into the post-oilice at the termi

nation of the route, or to some known mail carrier, messen
ger, agent, or other employee of the Post-Oflico Depart
ment authorized to receive the same, shall, ou conviction 
thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not exceed
ing five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not less than 
three months noi more than one year.

Laws for (lepre- S e c . 28b. That all laws defining punishment for depreda-din ioutt on mail* to . . . . . . . .  . , ..<х№ш1 to indiaa tions committed upon the mail shall extend to and have lull 
force in the Indian country.

Penalty r«· noni- S e c . 290. That any person who shall steal, purloin, or 
mýibobwtinsTo embezzle any mail-bag or other property in use by or be- 
purtmïnt.''«/»ur Ion gi ug to the Post-üllicc Department, or who shall, lur 
incthorom; auy lucre, gain, or convenience, appropriate any such prop

erty to his own or any other than its proper use, or who 
shall, lbr any lucre or gain, convey away any such property 
to the himlerance or detriment of the public service ; every 

u value of prop- such person, his aiders, abettors, and counselors, shall, if 
Im.rt·;’' or the value of the property be twenty-five dollars or more, be 

deemed guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, shall be imprisoned not exceeding three years; 

ifUsutbaates: and if the value of the property be less than twenty-live 
dollars, the party offending shall be imprisoned not more 
than one year, or he fined not less than ten nor more than 
two hundred dollars.

roriiijurinr, Sec. 291. That any person who shall tear, cut, or otlier- 
"ise injure any mail-bag, pouch, or other thing used or dt · 

matiVic.';0 “tolU signed for usciti the conveyance of the mail, or who shall 
draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of any lock, 
chain, or strap attached thereto, with intent to rob or steal 
any such mail, or to render the same insecure, shall, on con
viction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, 
or be imprisoned at hard labor not less than one nor more 
than three years, at the discretion of the court.

For »t c at ing. Sec. 292. That any person who shall steal, purloin, etu- 
mttii-ioi’k M  bezzlc, or obtain by any false pretense, or shall aid or assist 
or »¡ding therein ¡ i(i 8ţL,.(|jn^ purloining, embezzling, or obtaining by any
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fiilse pretense, any key suited to any lock adopted by tbc 
Post-Office Department, and in use on any of the mails or 
bags thereof; any person who shall knowingly and unlaw- For forging 
fully make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause to be unlawfully A " "Ul kl>' 
made, forged, or counterfeited, or knowingly aid or assist For having «ш-ь

. . . ,  , 4 k r y  in pOBUtiSsJOUm muking, forging, or counterfeiting, any such key; any with uuiawtui m
person wlio shall have in his possession any such mail lock
or key, with the intent unlawfully or improperly to use,
sell, or otherwise dispose of the same, or to cause the same ¡-or deiivcm*
to be unlawfully or improperly used, sold, or otherwise die-
posed of; any person engaged as contractor or otherwise in . t0 ruci'lve
the manufacture of any such mail locks or keys who shall
deliver, or cause to be delivered, any finished or unfinished
lock or key used or designed for use by said Department,
or the interior partot'any such lock, to any person not duly
authorized, under the hand of the Postmaster General and

(unless the person receiving is the contractor for furnishing 
the same, or engaged in the manufacture thereof in the 
manner authorized by the contract, or the agent for such 
manufacturer,) every such person shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding ten years.

Sec. 293. That any person who shall forcibly break into, к,.г forcibly 
or attempt to break into, any post-office, orany building used ¡!"Xu'«ncv",nw"h 
in whole orin part as a post-office, with intent to commit 
therein larceny or other depredation, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than one thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned at hard labor not more than five years, accord
ing to the circumstances and aggravation of the ease, in the 
discretion of the court.

Sec. 291. That if any person or persons shall falsely make, iorforg¡oK.&. , 
alter, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to lie falsely "'πιίη̂ 'Λναϊ!' ¡IT 
made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid oru-n“ <><mr»ud; 
assist in the false making, altering, forging, or counter
feiting, any bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, security, official 
bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing for the pur
pose of defrauding the United States; or shall utter or For kuo,ving|y 
publish as true, or cause tobe uttered or published as true, to'rgedwrniDg' 15 

any such false, forged, altered or counterfeited bond, bid, 
proposal, guarantee, security, official bond, public record, 
affidavit, or other writing, for the purpose of defrauding 
the United States, knowing the same to be false, forged, 
altered, or counterfeited ; or shall transmit to, or present 
at, or cause to procure to be transmitted to, or presented 
at, the office of any officer o f the United States any such
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false, forged, altered, or counterfeited bond, bid, proposal, 
guarantee, security, official bond, public record, affidavit, 
or other writing, knowing the same to be false, forged, 
altered, or counterfeited, for the purpose of defrauding the 
United States, every such person shall be deemed and ad
judged guilty of felony, and, being thereof duly convicted, 
shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept at hard labor, 
for a period not exceeding ten years, or be fined not exceed
ing one thousand dollars, or both of said punishments, in 
the discretion of the court.

offense« com- Sec. 295. That if any offense shall be committed in any 
uń!ier ťi'! 'juris" place which has been, or shall hereafter be, ceded to and 
ènUàstate«.aud under the jurisdiction of the United States, which offense
punishable by the -
lawn " "  1 °o?the siau·! is not prohibited, or the punishment thereof is not speci- 
tdhilod “ у uny’ ally provided for by any law of the United States, such 
ь<Гиет8*ьеСв|?ы offense shall, upon conviction in any court of the United 
i.nd ptmitthed. states having cognizance thereof, he liable to, and receive 

the same punishment as the laws of the State in which such 
place is or may be situated, now in force, provided for the 
like offense when committed within the jurisdiction of such 

Subsequent re. State ; шк1 no subsequent repeal of any such State law
jn .il, iC5«”uuon° shall affect any prosecution for such offense in any of theaflVet prosec

courts of the United States.
Penalty for .ie- S e c . 29G . That if any postmaster, or other person author· 

í™!",lilng*có"h!í ized by (he Postmaster-General to receive the postage of 
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any rate of 
postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than is provided by this 
act. for the posiagc o f letters or packets, on conviction ( here
of, he shall forfeit, for every such offense, one hundred dol
lars.

p e n a lty  upon S e c . 297. That if any person employed iu any department 
J Z Ä v lC c t o f  the post-office establishment of the United States shall, 
.k“ preı*ymo°Î!?f willfully and knowingly, use, oreause to be used, in prepay.

ment of postage any postage-stamp, postal card, or stamped 
«о ш-cd ; envelope issued, or which may hereafter be issued, by au

thority of any act of Congress or o f the Postmaster-Gen
eral, which has already been once used for a like purpose,

For removincor shall remove, or attempt to remove, the canceling or de- 
cofm Tump«" îţi! facing marks from any such postage-stamp, or stamped en- 
w ab  intent, &C. ; ve]0 pe? o r  p0gtal card, with iutoiit to use, or cause the use 

o f the same, a second time, or to sell, or offer to sell, the 
same, or shall remove from letters or other mail-matter de- 
posited in or received ata post-office the stamps attached to 
the same in payment of postage, with intent to use the samo 
a second time for a like purpose, or to sell, or offer to sell, 
the same, every such offender shall, upon conviction thereof,



109

be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be imprisoned for not 
less than one year nor more than three years.

Sec. 298. That if any person not employed in any de- upon poloni“  - n o t  employed in
partment of the post-office establishment of the Uniteti <iiu postai '«crvu·«

for like otTeused ;
States shall commit any of the offenses described in the 
preceding section, every such person shall, on conviction 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun
ished by imprisonment for not less than six months nor 
more than one year, or by a line of not less than one hun
dred dollars nor more than live hundred dollars, for each 
offense, or by both such line and imprisouuieut, in the dis
cretion of the court.

Sec. 301. That if any person having devised or intending Formisroin*the 
to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or he effected 
by either opening or intending to open correspondence or Kpoudcncc with in- 
communication with any other person, (whether resident ‘il 
within or outside of the United States,) by means of the ¡1̂ ™ iu μυη1υ' 
post-otlice establishment of the United States, or by inciting 
such other person to open communication with the person 
so devising or intending, shall, in and for executing such 
scheme or aitilicc, (or attempting so to do,) place any letter 
or packet in any post-office of the United States, or take 
or receive any therefrom, such person so misusing the post- 
office establishment, shall bo guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall he punished with a tine of not more than five hundred 
dollars, with or without such imprisonment, as the court 
shall direct, not exceeding eighteen calendar months. The 
indictment, information, or complaint fnay severally charge Procerdins* for

7 , trial, couvicuou,
offenses to the number of three when committed within tlie&c- 
same six calendar months ; but the court thereupon shall 
give a. single sentence, and shall proportion the punishment 
especially to the degree in which the abuse of the post-office 
establishment enters as an instrument into such fraudulent 
scheme and device.

Sec. 827. That the following acts and parts of acts and s«v¡DBcion«, 
resolutions and parts of resolutions are hereby repealed, but 
such repeal shall not be construed to affect or extend to any 
dimes or offenses heretofore committed, and which arc pun
ishable under any law hereby repealed; but all suoli crimes 
and offenses shall be prosecuted, determined, and punished 
according to the said laws, the same as if this act had not 
passed ; nor shall sucii repeal be construed to affect any ap
pointment to office, or any contract, debt, or demand under 
or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appointments, 
contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force and 
effect, the same as if this act hail not passed. That the refer
ences to the said acts hereby repealed are to the same as
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contained in the edition of the Statutes at Large, published 
by Little, Brown and Company, under and by virtue o f the 
resolution o f March three, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
and the continuation thereof.



C H A P T E R  X X I V .
S U T S .

Seo. 1 2 . That no person employed in the Post-Office De
partment'shall become interested in any contract l'or car
rying the mail, or act as agent, with or without compensa
tion, for any contractor or person offering to become a con
tractor, in any business before the Department; and any 
person so offending shall be immediately dismissed from 
office, and shall be liable to pay so much money as would 
have been realized from said contract, to be recovered in an 
action of debt, for the use of the Post-Office Department.

SEC. 50. That in all cases were money lias been paid out 
of the funds of the Post-Office Department under the pre
tense that service has been performed therefor, when, in 
fact, such service has not been performed, or as additional 
allowance for increased service actually rendered, when the 
additional allowance exceeds the sum which, according to 
law, might rightfully have been allowed therefor, and in all 
other cases where money of the Department has been paid 
to any person in consequence of fraudulent representations, 
or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct o f any officer or 
other employee in the postal service, the Postmaster-General 
shall cause suit to be brought to recover such wrong or 
fraudulent payment or excess, with interest thereon.

¡Sec. 07. That if  on tlie settlement of the account of any 
postmaster it shall appear that lie is indebted to the United 
¡States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted within three 
years after the close of such account, the sureties on his 
bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness.

No employee to 
be iııten-Kİrd in 
liny contract for 
carrying the mail, 
or act as agent for 
contractor, &c.

Penalty.

Suits to ho 
brought to recover 
mouey paal by 
the Department, 
by mistake or 
through traud.

Ruit for indebt
edness m ust bo 
brought within, 
¿ir.. *>r enroll«** on 
homi reietti ed.
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Peuahy for neg- Sec. 74. That if any postmaster shall neglect to rentier
lect to render n c -. . „  . _count for one Ins accounts, for one mouth after the time, and m the form 
time, &c. ; lhe and manner prescribed by law and the regulations o f the 

Postmaster-General, such postmaster and his sureties shall 
forfeit and pay double the amount o f the gross receipts at 
said office during any previous or subsequent equal period 

if no account of time : and if, at the time of trial, no account shall have 
w time of trial, been rendered, they shall forfeit and pay such sum as the 

court and jury shall estimate to be.equivalent thereto, to be 
recovered in an action o f debt on the borni, 

suit to im Sec. 251. That after any regular bidder or contractor for 
ü i Ä n ™ t h e  transportation of the mail upon any route shall have 
failing bidder,tc°[ faded to enter into contract, ami commence the performance 

thereof as herein provided, the Postmaster-General shall 
proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder for such 
service, who will enter into a contract and perform the 
same, unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid 
too high, in which case lie shall re-advertise such service. 
And in all cases of regular contracts hereafter made, the 
contract may, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, 
be continued in force, beyond its express terms, for a period 
not exceeding six months, until a new contract with the 
same or other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster- 
General. The Postmaster-General may contract, without 
advertisement, for a period not to exceed twelve months, 
for the carriage of the mail on such route, during the time 
that shall necessarily elapse between the failure of either of 
the accepted bidders to enter into a contract and the time 
when the next accepted bidder under the old ora new adver
tisement shall enter upon his contract; and the difference 
between the price proposed in the accepted bid and that 
paid for intermediate service shall be charged to the failing 
bidder or bidders, and may be recovered in the name of 
the United States for the use o f the Post-Office Department, 
in an action on the case. And when the contract shall be 
made and concluded, the difference between the accepted 
bid of the failing bidders aud the amount payable under the 
contrast for the service of two years, shall be forthwith 

Action to «ernie charged against the failing bidder or bidders; and an action 
sta·.'*1.''" L b i 1  for such sum in the nature of liquidated damages shall ac

crue to the United States for the use o f the Post-Office De
partment immediately upon the execution o f the final con
tract. And both causes of action mentioned in this section 
may be joined in one suit.

Suits under Sec. 303. That all suits arising under the postal laws, or 
i r t ü r z x .  the regulations o f the Postmaster-General pursuant thereto, 
Sive pu'òrity* t0 aliali be instituted in the name of the United States of
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America, and the demands in such suits shall have all the 
privileges and priorities in adjudication and payment secured 
by law to other claims of the United States.

Sec. 304. That all causes o f action arising under the Suita and proso-. - CUIİ011S to bť inpostal laws may bo sued, and all ofteiulers against tbc samet*· circuit nnddi*· 
may be prosecuted, before the circuit or district courts o f 'a c,'l,r’ ’ 
the United States.

Sec. 305. That all causes of action arising under the Ami before locai 
postal laws may be sued, and all offenders against the same 
may be prosecuted, before the justices of the peace, mag
istrates, or other judicial courts of the several States and*
Territories having competent jurisdiction by the laws there
of, to the trial of claims and demands of as great value, 
and o f prosecutions where the punishments are o f as great 
extent; and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary shall 
take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and exe
cution as in other cases.

Sec. 306. That in all suits or causes arising under the seit*,*c.,under. > 1 1 1  i · ι  i 1 * 1  postal laws to bepostal laws the court shall proceed to trial and render judg- carried to ju<ie-
ment the first term after commencement of suit; but when-term; “1 "r,t
ever service o f process shall not be made at least twenty
days previous to tbc return-day o f such term, the defendant
shall be entitled to one continuance, if on his statement the
court shall deem it expedient ; and if said defendant shall Defendant «ш-. , , . . , tied to nm· eoutiu·make affidavit that he lias a claim against the Post-Officeinuice,ifp&c. 
Department, which has been submitted to and disallowed 
by the Auditor for said Department, and shall specify such 
claim in his affidavit, and that he could not be prepared 
for trial at such term for want of evidence, the court, being 
satisfied in these respects, may grant a continuance until 
the next succeeding term.

Sec. 307. That no claim for a credit shall be allowed upon upon trini» or
. . .  . , . Bilit* UguillHt pOUt·the trial ol any suit for delinquency against a postmaster, шаи̂ гк. &c.. for

. 1  , T. , delinquency, nocontractor, or other oflicer, agent, or employee ot the l ost-cinim for cintato
Tł , . . i ii i i _  be allowed uniemi.Office Department, unless the same shall have been pre-&c. 

sen ted to the Auditor for said Department and by him dis
allowed, in whole or in part, unless it sbalí be proved, to 
the satisfaction of the court, that the defendant is, at the 
time of trial, in possession of vouchers not before in his 
power to procure, and that he was prevented from exhibit
ing to the said Auditor a claim for such credit by some 
unavoidable accident.

S e c . 308. That in all suits for balances due the Post-Office 1,1 snU.9 [nr ,ι:ι1 

Department, interest thereon shall he recovered from the «»tu» be recovered, 
time of the default until payment at the rate of six per 
centum per annum.

8  г  C
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united statee Sec. 309. That in the prosecution o f any suit for money 
c ^ r ^ T r d u e  the Post-Office Department, the United States attorney 
VMt'offiće0 о«'., shall obey the directions which m aybe given him by the 

'dire°ct?c.Da, Departmeut of Justice; and immediately after the end ofwhat ami dr» what every term of any court in which any suit lias been pend
ing, said attorney shall forward to the Department of Jus
tice a statement of any judgment or order made, or step 
taken in the same, during such term, accompanied by a cer
tificate o f the clerk, showing the parties to. and amount of 
every such judgment, with such other information as the 
Department of Justrče may require. And the said attorney 
shall direct speedy and effectual execution upon said judg
ment, and the United States marshal to whom the same is 
directed shall make returns of the proceedings thereon to 
the Department o f Justice at such times as it may direct, 

whon proceed- Sec. 310. That when proceedings at law for money due the 
looney' .iu'.·,'' Post-Ollice Department shall be fruitless, the said Depart 
пГсы.шч-г.у may ment of Justice may direct the institution of a suit in 
be mimtiiu-d, *c. cpancery in any United States district or circuit court, to set 

aside fraudulent conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due 
the defendant, or obtain any other proper exercise of the 
powers of equity to have satisfaction of any judgment 
against such defendant.

in units against Sec. 311. That in case of delinquency of any postmaster,
p o H im o H t r r # .  & .C .,  ' ,  .certified copie» of contractor, or otlicr oílic*er, agent, or employee ot tne 1  ost* 
Ал!" bt ”Ul1, Office Department, in which suit may be brought, the Aud

itor for said Department shall forward to the Department 
of Justice certified copies of all papers in his office tending 
to sustain the claim.

copie* of rpmr S e o . 312. That coiiies of the quarterly returns of postmas-terly rotum» of . . _ .poHtmaeterH, &c.. ters, find ot any papers pertaining to tnc accounts, in tlie 
peal, to be evidence office o f the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, and 

transcripts from the money-order account-books of said 
office, when certified by the Auditor under the seal of his 
office, shall be admitted as evidence in the courts of the 
United States both in criminal and civil cases, 

in unit« to re- Sec. 313. That in all suits for the recovery of balances 
duo from delin- due from postmasters, a copy, duly certified under the seal 
« Г «  of the Auditor for the l ’ost-Office Department, of the stute- 
nm’nd. f ft de ment of any postmaster, special agent, or other person em

ployed by the Postmaster-General or the Auditor lor tiiat
purpose, that he has mailed a letter to such delinquent pots 
master at the post-office where tlie indebtedness accrued, 
or at his last usual place of abode; that a sufficient time lias 
elapsed for said letter to have reached its destination in the 
ordinary course of the mail; and that payment of such bal-
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ance has not heen received within the time designated in his 
instructions, shall he received as sufficient evidence in the 
courts o f the United States, or other courts, that a demand 
has been made upon the delinquent postmaster; but when Farther demand 
the account of a late postmaster has been once adjusted and n pt necewary, 
settled, and a demand lias been made for the balance ap " Ra’ 1 

pearing to be due, and afterward allowances are made or 
credits entered, it shall not be necessary to make a further 
demand for the new balance found to be due.

Sec. 314. That the Postmaster-General may discharge Poor debtor*
p  . . . . . . . .  . ,  may be dischargedírom imprisonment any person confined injailon anyjud g -  from jail in civil

ment in a civil case, obtained in behalf o f the Department, ifcu 1и
it be made to appear that the defendant has no property of
any description ; but such release shall notbar a subsequent
execution against the property of the defendant on the same
judgment.

Sec. 315. That in all cases where a judgment shall have JndgmeDts not
* collectable iu fullbeen obtained fora debt or damages due 1 lie Post-Office may be compro.

т-w , milled with writ-Department, and it shall satisfactorily appear that such teu constat of, &c. 

judgment, or so much thereof as remains unpaid, cannot be 
collected by due process o f law, the Auditor for the said 
Department may, with the written consent of the Postmas
ter-General, compromise such judgment, and accept in satis
faction less than the full amount thereof.

Sec. 310. That in all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or Рюа.· may 
disability, or alleged liability for any sum of money by way ou«,ыuV!'V'.i·а"‘! 
of damages or otherwise, under any provision of law in re- jit' ы1" 
lation to the officers, employees, operations, or business of 
the postal service, the Postmaster-General may prescribe 
such general rules and modes of proceeding as shall appear 
to he expedient, for the government o f the Auditor for the 
Post-Office Department, in ascertaining the fact in each case 
in which said Auditor shall certify to him that the interests 
of the Department probably require the exercise of the 
power conferred by this and the preceding section; and upon 
the fact being ascertained, said Auditor may, with the writ
ten consent of the Postmaster General, mitigate or remit 
such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, remove such disability, or 
compromise, release, or discharge such claim for such sum 
of money and damages, and on such terms, as the said Aud
itor shall deem just and expedient.

Sec. 317. That one-half o f all pecuniary penalties and for- one-imtfofpcn·
. . . . . .  ,, \  . . . .  . illtics, &o.. lo g"feitures incurred for the violation ot any law in relation tot» mt пшт, ¡md 

the postal service shall he lor the use ot the person inform· united siet«,ex
ing and prosecuting for the same, and the other for the use0 1 '1 4
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of the United States, except where other disposition thereof 
is specially provided.

in cases of debts Sec. 318. That in all cases where debts are due from de- 
quem postmasters, faulting or delinquent postmasters, contractors, or other 

officers, agents, or employees of the Post-Office Depart- 
mi.yusJ1;'01" '1' ment, a warrant of attachment may issue against all real 

and personal property and legal and equitable rights be
longing to such officer, agent, or employee, and his sure
ties, or either of them, in the following cases: 

i f  they ere nou- First. When such officer, agent, or employee, and his 
sureties, or either of them, is a non-resident of the dis
trict where such officer, agent, or employee was appointed, 
or has departed from such district for the purpose of per
manently residing out of the same, or o f defrauding the 
United States, or of avoiding the service of civil process, 

or have can- Second. When such officer, agent, or employee, and his
vi'yed away,or nre
ai..,ut to convoy, sureties, or either o f them, has conveyed awav, or is about
tbvir property. e  .to convey away, Ins property, or any part thereof, or has 

removed, or is about: to remove, the same, or any part 
thereof, from the district wherein it is situated, with intent 
to defraud the United States.

property may And when any such property has been removed, ccrti- 
fied copies of the warrant may be sent to the marshal of 
the district into which the same has been removed, under 
which certified copies he may seize said property and con
vey it to some convenient point within the jurisdiction 
of the court from which the warrant originally issued. And 
alias warrants may he issued in such cases upon due appli
cation, and the validity of the warrant first issued shall con
tinue until the return-day thereof.

Application г-г Sec. 31!>. That application for such warrant of attach
ment may b e  made b y  any district or assistant district attor
ney, or by any other person authorized by tlie Postmaster- 
(lenenti, before the judge, or, in his absence, before the 
clerk of any court of the United States having original 
jurisdiction o f the cause of action. And such application 
shall be made upon an affidavit of the applicant, or some 
other credible person, stating the existence of either of the 
grounds of attachment enumerated in the preceding sec
tion, and upon production of legal evidence of the debt, 

warr. »t to isme Sec. 320. That upon any such application, and upon due 
order o f any judge of the court, or, in his absence, with
out such order, the clerk shall issue a warrant for the attach
ment of all the property of auy kind belonging to the per
son specified in the affidavit, which warrant shall be exe
cuted with all possible dispatch by the marshal, who shall

!><■ prized in tin· 
district whither rc 
ujo veil ifce.

Alias warrant«.

warrant ..f attach-
ment,
whom
made.

by Dud to 1 
and how

application.
and how to be 
eceted
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take tlíc property attached, if personal, into his custody, 
and hold the same subject to alt interlocutory or final orders 
of the court.

Sec. 321. That anytime within twenty days before the Remedy of pnev 
return-day o f such warrant, the party whose property isiVaci«!!!"1'1' " 
attached may, on siring notice to the district attorney of 
his intention, tile a pica in abatement, traversing the allega- р ь -н. in ь t, 

tions o f the affidavit, or denying the ownership of the 
property attached to be in the defendants, or either of them, 
in which case the court may, upon application o f either 
party, order an immediate trial by jury of the issues raised issues r a,·.! 
by the affidavit and plea; but the parties may, by consent, 
waive a trial by jury, in which case the court shall decide 
the issues raised. Any party claiming ownership of the 
property attached, and a specific return thereof, shall he eon- ' '."{
lined to the remedy herein afforded, but his right to an IV1‘:'"1·'
action of trespass, or other action for damages, shall not he 
impaired hereby.

Sec. 322. That when the property attached shall he sold г™ ,. ь r
. Ί  , ,  1 · i  I I  ì propert v jf «θΙ«1, ΟΙ-ОП an interlocutory order or tue court, or when it suali be income i.< «· to i.· 

producing any revenue, the money arising from such sale or : 
revenue shall be invested in securities o f the United States, 
under the order o f the court, and all accretions shall be held 
subject to the orders of the same.

Sec. 323. That immediately upon the execution of any Publican « ofi , _ warrant of attach-sucli warrant ot attachment, 1 lie marshal shall cause due ment ·«. · - -r 
publication thereof to be made, in case o f absconding debtors "гГ; '"l‘"b 1 ’ 
for two months, and of non-residents for four months. The 
publication shall be made in some newspaper published i» «imt »ew»· 

in the district where the property is situate, and the details1" 1" 
thereof shall he regulated by the order under which the 
warrant is issued.

Sec. 324. That after the first publication of such notice After роьш.-,·
, . _ - i i i  t!on notice ofol attachment as required by law, every person indebted to, intacimi. i t per 

or having possession of any property belonging to, the said imving pm-ny 
defendants, or either of them, and having knowledge of account there lor 

such notice, shall account and answer for the amount o f ,Vc' 
such debt, and the value o f such property; and any disposal 
or attempt to dispose of any such property, to the injury 
of the United States, shall he illegal and void. And when personal nonce 
the person indebted to, or baring possession of the property bi'ri'ı"
of, such defendants, or either of them, shall he known t o er,y' 
th(‘ district attorney or marshal, such officer shall see that 
personal notice of the attachment is served upon such per
son; hut the want of such notice shall not invalidate the 
attachment.
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Sec. 325. That upon application of the party whose prop
erty has been attached, the court, or any judge thereof, 
may discharge the warrant of attachment as to the property 
of the applicant, provided such applicant shall execute to the 
United States a good and sufficient penal bond, in double 
the value of the property attached, to lie approved by 
a judge of the court, and with condition for the return of said 
property, or to answer any judgment which may be rendered 
by the court in the premises.

S ec. 320. That nothing herein contained shall be con
strued to limit or abridge, in any manner, such rights of 
the United States as have accrued or been allowed in any 
district under the former practice of, or the adoption of 
State laws by, the United States courts.

S e c . 327. That the following acts and parts of acts and 
resolutions and parts o f resolutions are hereby repealed, but 
such repeal shall not be construed to affect or extend to any 
crimes or offenses heretofore committed, and which are pun
ishable under any law hereby repealed, but all such crimes 
and offenses shall be prosecuted, determined, and punished 
according to the said laws the same as if this act had not 
passed; norshall such repeal be construed to affect any 
appointment to office, or any contract, debt, or demand un
der or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appointments, 
contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force aud 
effect, the same as if this act hail not passed. That the 
references to the said acts hereby repealed are to the same 
as contained in the edition of the Statutes at Large, pub
lished by Little, Brown and Company, under and by virtue 
of the resolution o f March three, eighteen hundred and forty- 
live, and the continuation thereof.



CHAPT ER X X V .
M ISC E L L A N E O U S.

Se c . 11. That all persons employed in any branch of the 
postal service shall be exempt from militia duty, and from 
serving on juries, or from any penalty for neglect thereof.

Se c . 12. That no person employed in the Post-Office De
partment shall become interested in any contract for carry
ing the mail, or act as agent, with or without compensation, 
for any contractor or person offering to become a contract
or, in any business before the Department; and any person 
so offending shall bo immediately dismissed from office, and 
shall be liable to pay so much money as would have been 
realized írom said contract, to be recovered in an action of 
debt, for the use of the Post-Office Department.

Se c . 13. That all bonds taken and contracts entered into 
by the Post-Office Department shall honiadé to and with 
the United States of America.

Se c . 14. That no person employed in the postal service 
shall receive any fees or perquisites on account of the duties 
to be performed by virtue of bis appointment.

Sec. 15. That before entering upon the duties, and before 
they shall receive any salary, the Postmaster-General and 
all persons employed in the postal service shall respectively 
tuke and subscribe, before some magistrate or other compe
tent officer, the following oath or affirmation : “  I, Л. B., do 
solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will 
faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and abstain 
from everything forbidden by the laws in relation to the es
tablishment o f post-offices and post-roads within the United 
States; and that 1 will honestly and truly account for and 
pay over any money belonging to the said United States

Em ployé»  in 
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which may come into my possession or control : So help ine, 
God.” And this oath or affirmation may be taken before 
any officer, civil or military, holding a commission under 
the United States, and such officer is hereby authorized to 
administer and certify such oath or affirmation.

Se c . 1 0 . That every person employed in the postal service 
shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and forfeitures 
for violation of the laws relating to such service, whether 
he has taken the oath or affirmation prescribed in the pre
ceding section or not.

Se c . 18. That every order, entry, or memorandum what
ever, on which any action is to be based, allowance made, 
or money paid, and every contract, paper, or obligation 
made by or with the Post-Office Department, shall have its 
true date affixed to it ; and every paper relating to con
tracts or allowances tiled in the Department shall have the 
date when it was tiled indorsed upon it.



C H A P T E R  X X V I .

D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  O F  T H E  A U D I T O R .

Sec. 21. That there shall be appointed by the President, Auditor of ею
. . . .  i ,  . ,  / » i * ' ,  ,  Treamiry for theby and with the advice and consent ot the Senate, an And-Post-office dc· 

itor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department.
Sec. 2 2 . That the said Auditor shall receive all accounts in* powers au<i 

arising in the Post-Office Department, or relative thereto, 
with the vouchers necessary to a correct adjustment thereof, 
and shall audit and settle the same, and certify the balances 
thereon to the Postinaster-General, lie  shall keep and pre
serve all accounts and vouchers after settlement. He shall 
close the accounts o f the Department quarterly, and trans
mit to the Secretary of the Treasury quarterly statements 
of its receipts and expenditures. Ho shall report to the 
Postmaster-General, when required to do so, the manner 
and form of keeping and stating the accounts of the Depart
ment, and the official forms of paper to be used in connection 
with its receipts and expenditures. lie  shall report to the 
Postmaster-General all delinquencies o f postmasters in ren
dering their accounts and returns, or in paying over money- 
order l’tmds and other receipts at their offices. He shall 
register, charge, and countersign all warrants upon the 
Treasury for receipts and payments issued by the Post
master-General, when warranted by law. And be shall 
perform such other duties in relation to the financial con
cerns of the Department as may be assigned to him by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and make to said Secretary, or 
to the Postmaster-General, such reports respecting the same 
as either of them may require.

S e c . 23. That the said Auditor shall superintend the col-пю °c "ιΊ*«οΡιΓ "1 
lection of all debts due the Department, and all penalties«ndbrrJui^ 1·03
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and forfeitures imposed for any violation of the postal laws, 
and take all such other measures as may be authorized 
by law to enforce tlie payment of such debts and the recov
ery of such penalties and forfeitures. He shall also super
intend the collection of all penalties and forfeitures arising 
under other statutes, where such penalties and forfeitures 
are the consequence o f unlawful acts affecting the revenues 
or property o f the Post-Office Department, 

мяу administer Sec. 24. That the said Auditor, or I he mayor of any city,
outbs. .any justice o f the peace, or the judge o f any court of record, 

may administer oalhs or affirmations in relation to the ex
amination and settlement of the accouuts committed to the 
charge of said Auditor; and if any person shall knowingly 
swear or affirm falsely touching any expenditure on account 
of, or claim in favor of or against, said Department, lie shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and 
pay not exceeding two thousand dollars, and be imprisoned 
at hard labor not exceeding five years, according to the 
aggravation o f the offense.

Appelli fm,» Sec. 25. ThatifeithertlıePostmasfer-Generalortheper- 
сотрйоп’егогиш son whose accounts have been settled shall be dissatisfied 
dı ctnion .b:ı] I bu with the settlement of said Auditor, he may, within twelve 

months, appeal to the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
whose decision shall be final and conclusive, 

екгкч ami em- Бес. 20. That the Secretary of the Treasury may appoint 
office*'uAudltor'1 i11 the oflice of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department 

one chief clerk, nine clerks of class four, forty-four clerks of 
class three, sixty-four clerks of class two, thirty-seven clerks 
o f class one, one messenger, one assistant messenger, and
eleven laborers.

Annual maiimé« Sec. 27. That the annual salaries o f the Auditor for the
of A tuli tur umi
cicik«. Post-Office Department, and the clerks, messengers, and

laborers in his office, shall be as follows:
Of the Auditor, three thousand dollars;
Of the chief clerk, two thousand dollars ;

• Of the clerks of class four, one thousand eight hundred
dollars each ; and two hundred dollars additional to one of 
said clerks as disbursing clerk ;

Of the clerks of class three, one thousand six hundred 
dollars each ;

Of the clerks o f class two, one thousand four hundred dol
lars each ;

Of the clerks o f class one, one thousand two hundred dol
lars each ;

Of the messenger, eight hundred and forty dollars; 
Of the assistant messenger, seven hundred dollars; 
Of the laborers, six hundred dollars each.
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Se c . 29. That all orders and regulations of the Postmas· ли orđors, &с., 
ter-General which may originate a  claim, or m  any manner ccnerui original 
affect the accounts of the postal service, shall be certified i"Vt ce’máed'ö 
to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. Aaditor·

Se c . 3j . That the Postmaster-General may appoint two Auditor to 
agents to superintend the railway postal-service, who shall fip̂ 'riåtinu»«!“ 
be paid out of the appropriation for the transportation ofuiíí,7 оГ"с\пит 
the mail, at the rate of two thousand five hundred dollars "peC1111 ilBellta· 
per annum salary, with an allowance for traveling and in
cidental expenses, while actively employed in the service, 
of not more than live dollars a day ; and the Auditor of the
Treasury for the Post-Office Department shall charge to the 
appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per 
diem of the assistant superintendents of the postal-railway 
service; and to the appropriation for the tree-delivery sys
tem, the salary and per diem of the special agent detailed 
for ihat service; and the salary and per diem of the special 
agents .employed in the money-order service shall be paid
out of the proceeds o f that service.

Se c . 41. That the accounts of the postal service shall be Accounts or
1 postili меr v ic«  to

kept in such a manner as to exhibit the amount of revenues ьу «·> lu-w us to1 show u i t l o t ! nr of
derived respectively from “ letter-postage ; ” “ book, news- r.',uui- ,ΐ πν.-а 
paper, and pamphlet postage; ” “  registered letters : ” “  box- «»««·.-. ami -·χ·
1 1 7 7 1 1  ”  ’  0  7 pcniVuiitvK forcer-rClltS and branch-offices; ”  “  postage-stamps and envelopes ; 7 1 uu objects, 
“ deail-letters;” “ fines and penalties;” “ revenue from 
money-order business;” and “ miscellaneous;” and the 
amount of expenditures for each of the following objects, 
namely: “ Transportation of the mail;” “ compensation of 
postmasters “  compensation of letter-carriers ;” “  compen
sation of clerks for post-offices;” “ compensation of blank- 
agents and assistants;”  “ mail-depredations and special 
agents;” “ postage-stamps and envelopes;” “ ship, steam
boat, and way letters;” “ dead-letters;” “ mailbags;” “ mail- 
locks and keys;” and “ postmarking and canceling stamps;”
“  wrapping-paper;” “ twine;” “ letter-balances;” “ office-fur
niture;” “ advertising;” “ balances to foreign countries;”
“ rent, light, and fuel tor post-offices;” and “ stationery,”
and “  miscellaneous.”

Se c . 42. That unclaimed money in dead-letters for which 
no owner can be found; all money taken from the mail by 
robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come into the hands 
of any agent or employee of the United States, or any other 
person whatever; all fines and penalties imposed for any 
violation of the postal-laws, except such part as may bylaw 
belong, to the informer or party prosecuting for tho same ; 
and all money derived from the sale of waste-paper or other
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quarterly tbc net 
revenue 
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public property of the Post-Office Department, shall be de
posited in the Treasury, under the direction of the Postmas
ter-General. as part of the postal revenue. And the Post
master-General is hereby directed to cause to be placed to 
the credit of the Treasurer o f  the United States, for the serv
ice o f the Post-Office Department, the net proceeds of the 
money-order business ; and the receipts of the Post-Office 
Department derived from this source during each quarter 

Amator locator shall be entered by the Auditor of the Treasury for the 
"¿ο Post-Office Department in the accounts of said Department, 

under the head o f “  revenue from money-order business.” 
го««**, box- Sec. 43. That all postages, box-rents, and other receipts 

a” at post-offices shall be accounted for as part o f the postal 
onueef&T“1 ruT' revenues ; aud any part thereof which the postmaster has 

neglected to collect, he shall he charged with and held ac
countable for tin“ same as it lie had collected it.

Auditor to comi- Sec. 47. That payments of money out of the Treasury on 
ter̂ u'u ‘ «o.muit» account of tli© postal service shall be in pursuance of appro- 
ftccouu?' of1 роши p ri at ion s made by law, by warrants of the Postmaster-Geu- 
sorvico. erai registered and countersigned by the Auditor for the

Post-Office Department, and expressing on their face the 
appropriation to which they should be charged.

Poym utsonar- Sec. 48. That all payments on account of the postal serv- 
Ä Ä Ä i c e  shall he made to persons to whom the same shall he 
Kmo^hSiulí certified tobe due by the Auditor ; but advances of neces- 
Auditor toScduo! sary sums to defray expenses may be made by the Postmas

ter-General to agents employed to investigate mail depreda
tions, examine post-routes and offices, and on other like serv
ices, to be charged to them by the Auditor, and to be 
accounted for in the settlement of their accounts.

Auditor to orr- Sec. 52. That the Auditor for the Post-Olliee Department 
tlic i'o-tmiutter- shall state and certify quarterly to the I’ostmaster-General 
igii'ut in Β;,,ιΐ№ on [an] account of I he money paid by postmasters out of the 
atiòur!&rl.’l'r,|,,‘" receipts of their offices, and pursuant to appropriations, on 

account of the expenses o f the postal service, designating 
the heads under which such payments were made.

Amount*' nm* Sec. 53. That upon the certified quarterly statement by 
itor toi!o Credited the Auditor for the Post-Office Department of the payment* 
to pontai revenut?«, postmasters on account of the postal service, the Post

master-General shall issue his warrant to the Treasurer to 
carry the amount to the credit of the postal revenues and to 
the debit of the proper appropriations upon the hooks o f the 
Auditor.

Auditor to conn- Sec. 55. That all deposits on account of the postal service 
raujfbriuRiogd«" shall be brought iuto the Treasury by warrants of the Post- 
Tiuuury.110 ",umaster-General, countersigned by the Auditor; and no



credit shall be allowed for any deposit until such warrant 
has been issued.

Sec. CO. That when any postmaster shall be required to Auditormnyap- 
execute a new bond, all payments made by him after the 
execution o f such new bond may, if the Postmaster-General 
or the Auditor shall deem it just, be applied first to dis
charge any balance which may be due from said postmaster 
under his old bond.

Sec. 01. Tha t the Postmaster-General shall establish Established post- 
post-offices at all such places on post-roads established by pn.mpîiy J-rtin’d 
law as he may deem expedient, and he shall promptly cer-t0IlK Αι“1""1, 
tily such establishment to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department.

Sec. 03. That postmasters of the fourth and fifth class ли appoint-
,  i- . i . . —- meats and remo*shall be appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster- vats tobe prompt 

General, and all others shall be appointed and may be re-Auditor, 
moved by the President, by and with the advice and con
sent of the Senate, and shall hold their offices for four years, 
unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and 
all appointments and removals shall be notified to the 
Auditor for the Post-Office Department.

Se c . 05. That every postmaster, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 
security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General 
shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or 
the rules and regulations of the Department ; and wherean 
office shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond 
of the postmaster shall contain an additional condition for 
the faithful performance o f all duties and obligations in con
nection with the money-order business. On the death, résig- wh™ bond n, 
nat ion, or removal o f a postmaster, his bond shall be dcliv- S.uv"rûa V-'ahVi 
ered to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. The"or' 
bond of any married woman who may he appointed post
master shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and she 
shall be liable for misconduct in office as if she were sole.

S e c . GO. That when any <>f the sureties of a postmaster Sureties upon 

shall notify the Postmaster-General o f their desire to bo re- ,vi"n ’to 
leased from their suretyship, or when the Postmaster-Gen-ЪуГ|11Вяи1,&1 
eral deems a new houd necessary, he shall require the post
master to execute such new bond, with security, which, 
when accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be as valid 
as the bond given upon the original appointment of such 
postmaster, and the sureties in the prior bond shall be re
leased from responsibility for all acts or defaults o f such 
postmaster which may be done or committed subsequent
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Sworn «tatemo»t 
may be required.

to the last day of the quarter iu which such new bond shall 
be executed and accepted.

Sureties reinsert Sec. 67. That if on the settlement of the account of any
from liability if . . - . - i , - . ,  r r  . . -,
-nit not brought postmaster' it snail appear that lie is indebted to the united 
iái e r v r  ciosu i « States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted within three 
ilítoir™"'r,0bt years after the close o f such account, the sureties on his 

bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness.
A c c o u n t »  «r Se c . 72. That each postmaster shall render to the Post- 

¡luuncr- niastcr-General, under oath, and in such form as the latter 
shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all moneys received 
or charged by him or at his otliee, for postage, rent of boxes 
or other receptacles for mail-matter, or by reason of keeping 
a branch-office, or for the delivery of mail-matter in any 
manner whatever.

Se c . 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a 
sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account of a 
postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true 
statement of the entire amount o f postage, box-rents, 
charges, and moneys collected or received at his office dur
ing tlic quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or 
permitted to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the 
postage was not at· the. time paid; that such account ex
hibits truly and faithfully the entire receipts collected at 
his office, and which by due diligence could have been col
lected ; and that the credits be claims are just and right. 
And any false-swearing therein shall render him liable to 
the pains and penalties of perjury.

penalty upon Sec. 74, That if any postmaster shall neglect to render
pOfetmnHter for fail - _ . „  , .  л  . ,  ,  . ..
¡□r to render qnnr. Ins accounts, for o ne mon tu after the time, ami m the lorm
t. "y “ccuunt, &c. ,nanuer prescribed bylaw  and the regulations of the 

Postmaster-General, such postmaster and bis sureties shall 
forfeit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at 
said office during any previous or subsequent equal period 
of time ; and if, at tho time of trial, no account shall have 
been rendered, they shall forfeit and pay such sum as the 
court and jury shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, tobe 
recovered in an action of debt on the bond, 

order»assigning Sec. 84. That the Postmaster-General shall make all 
Halam·» of pi,«, orders assigning or changing the salaries ot postmasters in 
«-‘riifleď to th!· writing, and record them in his journal, and notify the 

change to the Auditor; and any change made in such sala
ries shall not take effect until the first day of the quarter 
next following such order: Provided, That in cases of an 
extraordinary increase or decrease in the business of any 
post-office, the Postmaster-General may adjust the salary 
of the postmaster at"such post-office, to take effect from the
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first day of tlie quarter or period the returns for which form 
basis of re adjustment.

Seo. St). That vouchers forali deductions made by a post
master ont of the receipts of his office, on account of the 
expenses of the postal service, shall be submitted for exam
ination and settlement to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department, and no such deduction shall be valid unless 
found to be in conformity with law.

S ec . 91. That the Postmaster-General may discontinue 
any post-office where the safety and security of the postal 
service and revenues arc endangered from any cause what
ever, or where the efficiency of the service shall require such 
discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discon 
tinnauce to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department.

Se c . İ1İ0. That the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart
ment shall keep the accounts o f the money-order business 
separately, and in such manner as to show the number and 
amount of money-orders issued at each office, the number 
and amount paid, the amount of fees received, and all the 
expenses of the money-order business.

Sec . .'ll 1. That in case of delinquency of any postmaster, 
contractor, or other officer, agent, or employee of the Post- 
Office Department, in which suit may be brought, the Aud
itor for said Department shall forward to the Department ol 
Justice certified copies of all papers in his office tending to 
sustain the claim.

Vouchers for ail 
deductions made 
by a postmaster 
out ofreceiptSj&c., 
to bo submitted to 
An itor, Ac.

Disconiiuunucp 
o f post-office» to 
be certified to the 
Auditor.

Auditor to keep 
the accounts o f the 
money-order busi
ness separately, 
and in aneli man
ner to show, Ac.

Auditor to for
ward to Depart
ment o f Justice 
certified cop ies . 
Ac., in cases of 
d e l in q u e n c y  of 
un y  postmaster. 
Ac.
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C H A P T E R  X X V I I ,  .
R E P E A L I N G  A C T .

S e c . 3 2 7 . That the following acts and parts of acts and 
resolutions and parts of resolutions are hereby repealed, 
but such repeal shall not be construed to affect or extend to 
any crimes or offenses heretofore committed, and which are 
punishable under any law hereby repealed, but all such 
crimes and offenses shall be prosecuted, determined, and 
punished according to the said laws, the same as if this act 
had not passed ; nor shall such repeal be construed to affect 
any appointment to oflice, or any contract, debt, or demand 
under or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appoint
ments, contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force 
and effect, the same as if this act had not passed. That the 
references to the said acts hereby repealed are to the same 
as contained in the edition of the Statutes at Large, pub
lished by Little, Brown and Company, under and by vir
tue o f the resolution of March three, eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, and the continuation thereof:

Act o f March 3, 1701, chapter 23, volume 1, page 218, in 
part, namely, section 2.

May 8, 1794, chapter 23, volume 1, page 301. in part, 
namely, sections 2,3, 1, 5, fi, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
11, 13,1«, 17,18,19, ‘20, 21,22, 23,24,25,2G, 27, and 
28.

March 3, 1707. chapter 10, volume l.page 509, in 
part, namely, sections 4, 3,0, 7,8, and 0.

June 22.1708, chapter 50, volume 1, page 500.
March 2, 1700. chapter 43, volume 1, page 733.



m
Act of December 15,1800, chapter 1, volume 2, page 88, iu 

part, namely, sectious 1 aud 2.
February 18,1802, chapter 5, volume 2, page 130, in 

part, uamely, so much as relates to franking aud 
free mail-matter of Delegates.

May3, 1802, chapter48, volume 2, page 189, in part, 
namely, sections 3,4,5, 0, and 7.

March 20, 1804, chapter 34, volume 2, page 275, in 
part, namely, sections 3 and 4.

March 3, 1807, chapter 43, volume 2, page 444, in 
part, namely, section 1.

April 30,1810, chapter 37, volume 2, page 592.
January 17, 1811, chapter 4, volume 2, page 015.
January 14,1813, chapter 9, volume 2, page 790.
February 27,1813, chapter 34, volume 2, page 805.
July 13 ,1813, chapter 9, volume 3, page 4.
April 18,1814, chapter 75, volume 3, page 130, in 

part, namely, sectious 3 and 4.
February 27, 1815, chapter 05, volume 3, page 220.
April 9, 1810, chapter 43, volume 3, page 204.
March 3, 1819, chapter 107, volume 3, page 530.
March 13, 1820, chapter 23, volume 3, page 548.
December 19, 1821, chapter 1, volume 3, page 049.
May 8, 1822, chapter 127, volume 3, page 702, in 

part, namely, section 3.
March 3, 1823, chapter 33, volume 3, page 704, iu 

part, namely, section 3.
March 3, 1825, chapter 40, volume 4, page 95, iu 

part, namely, sections 2, 3, and 4.
March 3,1825, chapter 04, volume 4, page 102.
March 2, 1827, chapter 01, volume 4, page 238.
March 2, 1827, chapter 02, volume 4, page 239.
May 24,1828, chapter 99, volume 4, page 303, in part, 

namely, so much of section 1 as authorizes the 
employment of additional clerks and fixes their 
salaries.

May 9, 1830, chapter 59, volume 5, page 17, in part, 
namely, so much of section 1 as relates to the du
ties of the Postmaster General.

July 2, 1830, chapter 270, volume 5, page 80.
July 7, 1838, chapter 172, volume 5, page 271, in 

part, namely, section 2.
January 25, 1839, chapter 4, volume 5, page 314.
July 30, 1842, chapter 107, volume 5, page 498, in 

part, namely, section 1, aud so much of section 3 
as authorizes the employment of additional clerks.

9 v c
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Act of August 20, 1842, chapter 255, volume 5, page 538, 
in part, namely, section 1.

February 15, 1843, chapter 31, volume 5, [inge GOO.
March 3, 1845, chapter 43, volume 5, page 732.
March 3, 1845, chapter GO, volume 5, page 748.
March 3, 1845, chapter 71, volume 5, page 752, in 

part, namely, section 8.
March 1, 1847, chapter 33, volume 0, page 147.
March 2. 1847, chapter 37, \ olume 9, page 152, in 

part, namely, the several provisos in section 5, 
relating to the compensation of deputy postmas
ters and the franking privilege to the same, and 
authorizing the employment of the Assistant 
Postmasters-General as special agenta, and allow
ing them compensation therefor, and all of sec
tion 3.

March 3, 18-17, chapter 63, volume 9, page 188, in 
part, namely, sections 8, 19, 11, 12, 13, and 14.

May 17, 1848, chapter 43, volume 9, page'230.
May 27, 1848, chapter 47, volume 9, page 231, in 

part, namely, section 4.
June 27, 1848, chapter 79, volume 9, page 241.
August 14, 1848, chapter 175, volume 9, page 30G, 

in part, namely, section 3.
March 2, 1849, chapter 89, volume 9, page 353.
May 15, 1850, chapter 10, volume 9, page 423, in 

part, namely, section 2.
September 27, 1850, chapter 75, volume 9, page 473, 

in part, namely, section 2.
March 3, 1851, chapter 20, volume 9, page 587.
March 3, 1851, chapter 21, volume 9, page 591, in 

part, namely, sections 2, 3, and 4.
March 3, 1851, chapter 48, volume 9, page 637, in 

part, namely, section 2.
August 30, 1852, chapter 98, volume 10, page 38.
August 31, 1852, chapter 111, volume 10, page 110, 

in part, namely, sections 2 and 3.
August 31, 1852, chapter 113, volume 10, page 121, 

in part, namely, sections 3, 4, 5, G, 7, S, 9, and 10.
March 3, 1853, chapter 97, volume 10, page 189, in 

part, namely, so much of section 3 as relates to 
clerks in the Post-Office Department.

March 3, 1853, chapter 103, volume 10, page 225, in 
part, namely, sections 3, 4, and 5.

March 3,1853, chapter 140, volume 10, page 249, in 
part, namely, sections 3, 4, 5, G, 7, and 8.
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Act of February 2, 1854, chapter 8, volume 10, page 266.
April 22, 1854, chapter 52, volume 10, page 276, in 

part, namely, so much of sections 1, 2, and 3 as re
lates to the salaries of clerks and officers of the 
Post-Office Department.

May 31, 1864, chapter 60, volume 10, page 200, in 
part, namely, section 4.

June22, 1854, chapter 61, volume 10, page 208.
July 27, 1854, chapter 100, volume 10, page 312,
August 4, 1854, chapter 242, volume 10, page 546, in 

part, namely, so much of section 6 as provides for 
additional clerks to the Postmaster-General and 
the Sixth Auditor.

August 5, 1854, chapter 270, volume 10, page 588, 
in part, namely, section 4.

March 3, 1855, chapter 173, volume 10, page 641.
March 3, 1855, chapter 201, volume 10, page 683, in 

part, namely, sections 1,2,4, and 5.
August 18, 1856, chapter 120, volume 11, page 81, 

in part, namely, section 4.
•January 2, 1857, chapter 2, volume 11, page 153.
May 24, 1858, chapter 46, volume 11, page 293.
June 12, 1858, chapter 154, volume 11, page 310, in 

part, namely, section 12.
June 14, 1858, chapter 162, volume 11, page 337, in 

part, namely, section 2.
June 14, 1858, chapter 164, volume 11, page 364, in 

part, namely, sections 4 and 5.
April 3, 1860, chapter 11, volume 12, page 11.
April 6, 1860, chapter 13, volume 12, page 11.
June 15, 1860, chapter 131, volume 12, page 37, in 

part, namely, the several provisos of section 1, ami 
all o f sections 2 and 4.

February 27,1861, chapter 57, volume 12, page 151, 
in part, namely, sections 2 ,3 ,4 ,5 ,6 , 7,8,0,10,11, 
12,13, and 14, and so much of section 16 as relates 
to the rate of postage on printed matter between 
the States and Territories east of the Rocky Mount
ains and the States and Territories on the Pacific.

February 28, 1861, chapter 61, volume 12, page 177.
March 2, 1861, chapter 73, volume 12, page 204, in 

part, namely, sections 2, 4, and 5.
July 24, 1861, chapter 12, volume 12, page 272.
January 21, 1862, chapter 0, volume 12, page 332.
April 16, 1862, chapter 56, volume 12, page 379.
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Act of April 17, 18G2, chapter 58, volume 12, page 381, in 
part, namely, section 4.

June 2, 18G2, chapter 95, volume 12, page 413, in 
part, namely, sections 2 and 3.

July 1G, 18G2, chapter 18S, volume 12, page 5S8.
Marcii 3,'l863, chapter 71, volume 12, page 701.
January 22, 18G4, chapter 4, volume 13, page 2.
March 1G, 18G4, chapter 35, volume 13, page 30.
March 25, 18G4, chapter 40, volume 13, page 3G, in 

part, namely, sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 0, and 7.
June 1, 18G4, chapter 102, volume 13, page 95.
June 25, 1SG4, chapter 155, volume 13, page 184, in 

part, namely, section G.
July 1, 18G4, chapter 197, volume 13, page 335.
July 4 ,18G4, chapter 241, volume 13, page 382.
January 20, 1865, chapter 1G, volume 13, page 421.
February 23, 18G5, chapter 47, volume 13, page 432.
March 3, 18G5, chapter 89, volume 13, page 504.
March 3, 18G5, chapter 9G, volume 13, page 515.
March 3, 18G5, chapter 97, volume 13, page 515, in 

part, namely, sections 1, 2, and 5.
February io, 18GG, chapter 9, volume 14, page 3.
February 1G, 18GG, chapter 10, volume 14, page 3.
May 18, 18GG, chapter 85, volume 14, page 48, in 

part, namely, sections 3 and 4.
June 12, 18GG, chapter 114, volume 14, page 59.
July 13, 18GG, chapter 184, volume 14, page 98, in 

part, namely, section 05.
July 28, 18GG, chapter 297, volume 14, page 324, in 

part, namely, the proviso in section 1, relating to 
the pay of female folders in the dead letter office.

January 22, 18G7, chapter 11, volume 14, page 378.
February 18, 18G7, chapter 41, volume 14, page 393, 

in part, namely, section 3.
February 18, 18G7, chapter 43, volume 14, page 395, 

in part, namely, section 2.
March 9, 18GS, chapter 22, volume 15, page 40, in 

part, namely, so much as relates to the printin 
of postal conventions, and confers the frankın 
privilege on the Congressional Printer.

July Ü7, 1SGS, chapter 24G, volume 15, page 194.
Resolution of April 3,1828, number 1, volume 4, page 320.

January 13, 1831, number 1, volume 4, page 
495.

October 12, 1837, number 1, volume 5, page 
207.

iß iß
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Resolution of June lő, 1844, number 14, volume 5, page 
718.

February 20, 1845, number 4, volume 3, page 
790.

July 12, 1852, number 14, volume 10, page 
174, in part, namely, section 1.

August 0, 1852, number 10, volume 10, page 
147.

March 3, 1803, number 33, volume 12, page 
830.

June 0, 1800, number 45, volume 14, page 
357.

March 2, 1808, number 14, volume 15, page 
248.

Act of March 3, 1871, chapter 121, volume 16, page 572, iu 
part, namely, section 4.

April 27, 1872, relating to proposals and contracts 
for transportation of the mails, and for other pur
poses.

Approved, June 8, 1872.



C H A P T E R X X V I I I .
L A W S  PASSEI» FK O M  JUNE S, 1Я7У, T O  .HAICLII » , IS73.

AN ACT to amend thé one hundred and thirty-third section of an act approved June 
eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, entitled ‘ ‘A 11 act to revise, consolidate, 
and amend the statutes relating to the Post-Office Department.”

Be it enacted by the ticnate and Лонж o f Representatives o f  the United 
States o f America in Congress assembled, That section one hundred and 
thirty-three of the act entitled “ Ли act to revise, consolidate, and 
amend the statutes relating to the Post-Office Department,” approved 
June eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, be so amended as to 
authorize the transmission by mail o f packages of seeds, cuttings, bulbs, 
roots, and scions of any weight, lor each of such packages, not exceeding 
four pounds, at a rate of postage of one cent for each two ounces òr 
fractions of an ounce of such package or packages: Provided, That all 
mail-matter o f the third class must be prepaid in full in postage-stamps 
at the office o f mailing.

Approved January Í), 1873.

AX ACT to abolish tho franking privilege.
Ik· it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f  the United 

States o f  America in Congress assembled, That the franking privilege be, 
and the same hereby is, abolished from and after the lirst day of July, 
anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy three, and that thenceforth 
all official correspondence, of whatever nature, and other mailable matter 
sent from or addressed to any officer of the Government or person now 
authorized to frank such matter, shall be chargeable with the same rates 
of postage as may be lawfully imposed upon like matter sent by or ad
dressed to other persons: Provided, That no compensation or allowance 
shall now or hereafter be made to Senators, Members, and Delegates of 
the House of Representatives on uecouut of postage.

Approved January 31, 1873.
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AN ACT making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the 
year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred und seventy-four.

Be it enacted by the Senate and JIou.se o f  Representatives o f the United
States o f  America in Congress assembled, * * * *
# #  * · #  * # * * * *
and that, commencing with the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three, letter-carriers may he employed lor the tree delivery of 
mail-matter, as frequently as the public convenience may require, at 
every place containing a population of not less than twenty thousand
within the delivery of its post-ollico: 
# # # * # # * * * * *
Provided, That the Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to re adjust the compensation hereafter to be paid for the 
transportation of mails on railroad routes upon the conditions and at the 
rates hereinafter mentioned, to wit : That the mails shall be conveyed 
with due frequency and speed; that sufficient and suitable room, fixtures, 
and furniture, in a car or apartment properly lighted and warmed, shall 
be provided for route-agents to accompany and distribute the mails; and 
that the pay per mile per annum shall not exceed the following rates, 
namely : On routes carrying their whole length an average weight of mails 
per day of two hundred pounds, fifty dollars; five hundred pounds, sev
enty-live dollars; one thousand pounds, one hundred dollars; one thou
sand live hundred pounds,one hundred and twenty live dollars; two thou
sand pounds, one hundred and fifty dollars ; three thousand live hundred 
]munds, one hundred and seventy-five dollars; live thousand pounds, two 
hundred dollars, and twenty-five dollars additional for every additional 
two thousand pounds, the average weight to be ascertained, in every case, 
by the actual weighing of the mails for such a number of successive work
ing days, not less than thirty, at such times, after June thirtieth, eight- 
teen hundred and seventy-three, and not less frequently than once 
İn every four years, and the result to be stated and verified in such 
form and manner, as the Postmaster-General may direct: Provided 
also, That in case any railroad company now furnishing railway 
post-office cars shall refuse to provide such cars, such company shall 
not be entitled to any increase o f compensation under any provis
ion of this act: Provided further, That additional pay may be allowed 
for every line comprising a daily trip each way of railway post office 
cars, at a rate not exceeding twenty-live dollars per mile per annum for 
ears forty feet in length; and thirty dollars per mile per annum for 
forty-live feet ears;' and forty dollars perniile per annum for fifty-feet 
ears; and fifty dollars per mile per annum for fifty five to sixty feet 
ears: And provided also, That the length of cars required for such post 
office railway-car service shall he determined by the Post-Office Depart
ment, and all such cars shall be. properly fitted up, furnished, warmed, 
and lighted for the accommodation of clerks to accompany and distribute 
the mails: And provided further, That so much of section two hundred 
and sixty-five of the act approved Juue eighth, eighteen hundred and
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seventy-two, entitled ‘ ‘An act to revise, consolidate, and amend tbe 
statutes relating to the Post-Office Department,” as provides that “ the 
Postmaster-General may allow any railroad company with whom lie may 
contract for the carrying of the United States mail, and who furnish 
railway post-office cars for the transportation of the mail, such addi
tional compensation beyond that now allowed by law as he may think 
lit, not exceeding, however, lifty per centum of the said rates,” be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed.

S e c  3 * # * * * * = *  
Provided, That all laws and parts o f laws permitting the transmission 
by mail of any free matter whatever, be, and the same arc hereby, re- 
l>ealed from aud after June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three.

Approved March 3, 1873.

AN ACT to authorize certain postmasters to ilc])Osit public moneys in national banks.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Наине of Representatives o f the United 
States o f  America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage 
of this act it shall be lawful for any postmaster, having public money 
belonging to the Government, where there are no designated deposi
taries, treasurers of mints, or treasurer or assistant treasurers of the 
United States, within the county, to deposit the same, at his own risk 
andin his official capacity,'in any national bank in the town, city, or 
county where the said postmaster resides; butno authority or permis
sion is or shall be given for the demand or receipt by the postmaster, 
orany other person, o f interest, directly or indirectly, on any deposit 
made as herein described; and it shall be the duty of all postmasters 
who have made any such deposit to report quarterly to the Postmaster- 
General the name of the bank where such deposits have been made, and 
also state the amount which may stand at the time to their credit.

Approved March 3, 1873.

AN ACT for I be suppression of trade in and circulation of obscene literature and
articles of humorul use.

He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives o f the United 
States of Anímica in Congress assembled, *

Six:. 2. That section one hundred and torty-eight of the act to revise, 
consolidate, and amend the statutes relating to the Post-Office Depart
ment, approved June eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, be 
amended to read as follows:

“  Sec. 148. That no obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, 
paper, print, or other publication of an indecent character, or any article 
or thing designed or intended for the prevention of conception, or procur
ing of abortion, nor any article or thing intended or adapted for any inde
cent or immoral use or nature, nor any written or printed card, circular,



137

book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice o f any bind, giving information, 
directly or indirectly, where, or how, or of whom, or by what means either 
of the things before mentioned may be obtained or made, nor any 
letter upon the envelope of which, or postal card upon which, indecent 
or scurrilous epithets may be written or printed, shall be carried in the 
mail. And any person who shall knowingly deposit, or cause to be de
posited, for mailing or delivery, any of the hereinbefore mentioned 
articles or things, or any notice, or paper containing any advertisement 
relating to the aforesaid articles or things, and any person who, in pur
suance of, any plan or scheme for disposing of any of the hereinbefore 
mentioned articles or things, shall take, or cause to be taken, from the 
mail any such let ter or package, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction thereof, shall, for every offense, be lined not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than live thousand dollars, or imprisoned 
at hard labor not less than one year nor more than ten years, or. both,
in the discretion of the judge.”

* * * * # # #
Sec. 5. That any judge of any district or circuit court of the United 

States, within the proper district, before whom complaint in writing of 
any violation of this act shall be made, to the satisfaction of such judge, 
and founded on knowledge or belief, and, if upon belief, setting forth 
the grounds of such belief, and supported by oath or affirmation of the 
complainant, may issue, conformably to the Constitution, a warrant 
directed to the marshal, or any deputy marshal, in the proper district, 
directing him to search for, seize, and take possession of any such article 
or thing hereinbefore mentioned, and to make due ami immediate return 
thereof, to the end that the same may be condemned and destroyed by 
proceedings, which shall he conducted in the same manner as other 
proceedings in case of municipal seizure, and with the same right of 
appeal or writ o f error: Provided, That nothing in this section shall be 
construed as repealing the one hundred and forty-eighth section of the act 
of which this act is amendatory, or to affect any indictments heretofore 
found for offenses against the same, but the said indictments maybe 
prosecuted to judgment as if this section had not been enacted.

Approved March 3, 1873.

EXECUTIVE OUDER.

Pij the President o f the United States :
Whereas it lias been brought to the notice of the President of the 

United States that many persons holding civil office by appointment 
from him, or otherwise, under the Constitution and laws o f the United 
States, while holding such Federal positions, accept offices under the 
authority of the States and Territories in which they reside, or o f mil-
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ıiicipal corporations, under the charters and ordinances of such corpo
rations, thereby assuming the duties o f the State, Territorial, or muni
cipal oflice at the same time that they are charged with the duties of 
the civil office held under Federal authority ; and

Whereas it is believed that, with few exceptions, the holding of two 
such offices by the same person is incompatible with a due and faithful 
discharge o f the duties of either office; that it frequently gives rise to 
great inconvenience, and often results in detriment to the public service, 
and moreover is not in harmony with the genius of the Government :

In view of the premises, therefore, the President has deemed it proper 
thus and hereby to give public notice that, from and after the 4th day 
of March, A . D. 1873, except as herein specilied, persons holding any 
Federal civil office by appointment under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States will be expected, while holding such office, not to 
accept or hold any office under any State or Territorial government, or 
under the charter or ordinances of any municipal corporation ; and, fur
ther, that the acceptance of continued holding of any such State, Ter
ritorial, or municipal office, whether elective or by appointment, by any 
person holding civil office, as aforesaid, under the Government of the 
United States, other than judicial offices under the Constitution of the 
United States, will be deemed a vacation of tlie Federal office held by 
such person, and will be taken to be, and will be, treated as a resigna
tion by such Federal officer of Ids commission or appointment in the 
service of the United States.

The offices of justices of the peace, of notaries public, and of com
missioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds, of bail, or to admin
ister oaths, shall not be deemed within tbc purview of this order, and 
are excepted from its operation, and may be held by Federal officers. 
The appointment of deputy marshal of the United States may be con
ferred upon sheriffs or deputy sheriffs; and deputy postmasters, tlu* 
emoluments of whose office do not exceed $GU0 per annum, are also ex
cepted from the operations ot this order, and may accept and hold 
appointments under State, Territorial, or municipal authority, provided 
the same be found not to iuterlere with the discharge of their duties as 
postmaster. Heads of Departments and other officers o f the Govern
ment who have the appointment of subordinate officers are required to 
take notice o f this order, and to see to the enforcement of its provisions 
and terms within the sphere o f their respective departments or offices, 
and as relates to the several persons holding appointments under them 
respectively.

By order of the President :
HAMILTON FISH,

Secretary of /State.
W a s h i n g t o n , Januari/17 ,1S73.
N o t e .—The President h a s  modified the above order so a s  not to a p p l y  

to post-offices the salary of which is less than $1,000.
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[Official.]

WHO ARE ENTITLED TO HOLD STATE AND MUNICIPAL OFFICES UNDER 
THE RECENT ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e , 
Washington, 1). C., January 28, 1878.

Inquiries having beeu made from various quarters as to the applica
tion of the Executive order issued ou the 17th of January, relating to the 
holding of State and municipal offices by persons holding civil offices 
under the Federal Government, the President directs the following 
reply to be made :

It has been asked whether the order prohibits a Federal officer from 
holding also the office of an alderman, or of a common councilman in-a 
city, or of a town councilman of a town or village, or o f appointment 
under city, town, or village governments. By some it has been sug
gested that there may be distinction made in case the office beheld with 
or without salary or compensation.

The city or town officers of the description referred to, by whatever 
names they may be locally known, whether held by election or by ap
pointment, and whether with or without salary or compensation, are of 
the class which the Executive order intends not to be held by persons 
holding Federal offices.

It has been asked whether the order prohibits Federal officers from 
holding positions on boards of education, school committees, public 
libraries, religious or eleemosynary institutions, incorporated or estab
lished or sustained by State or municipal authority.

Positions and service on such boards or committees and professor
ships in colleges are not regarded as “ offices” within the contemplation 
of the Executive order, but as employments or service in which all good 
citizens may be engaged without incompatibility, and in many cases 
without necessary interference with any position which they may hold 
under the Federal Government. Officers o f the Federal Government 
may, therefore, engage in such service, provided the attention required 
by such employment does not interfere with the regular and official dis
charge of the duties of their office under the Federal Government. 
The head of the Department under whom the Federal office is held 
will in all cases be the sole judge whether or not the employment does 
thus interfere.

The question has also been asked with regard to the officers of the 
State militia.

Congress having exercised the power conferred by the Constitution 
to provide for organizing the militia, which is liable to be called forth 
to be employed in the service of the United States, and is thus in some 
sense under the control of the General Government, and is, moreover, 
of the greatest value to the public, the Executive order of 17th January 
is not considered as prohibiting Federal officers from being officers of the 
militia in the States and Territories.
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It has been asked whether the order prohibits persons holding oftice 
under the Federal Government being members of local or municipal 
fire departments; also, whether it applies to mechanics employed by 
the day in the, armories, arsenals, and navy-yards, &e., of the United 
States.

Unpaid service in local or municipal úre departments is not regarded 
as an office within the intent of the Executive order, and may he per
formed by Federal officers, provided it does not interfere with the regu
lar and efficient discharge o f the duties of the Federal office, of which 
the head of the Department under which the office is held will in each 
case be the judge.

Employment by the day as mechanics or laborers in the armories, arse
nals, navy-yards, &c., does not constitute an office of any kind, and those 
thus employed art; not within the contemplation of the Executive order. 
Master-workmen and others who hold appointments from the Govern
ment or trom any Department, whether for a fixed time or at the pleas
ure of the appointing power, are embraced within the operation of the 
order.

By order of the President :
HAMILTON FISH,

Secretary of Stale.
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P ost-Of f ic e  ])e p a b t m e n t ,
April 5, 1873.

The regulations herein contained are issued by my authority, and 
have my official sanction.

Posh)) abler- Genera I.



S P I M I  A L N O T I C E .

All instructions and regulations promulgated by the Postmaster-Gen
eral, conformably to law, for tlie guidance of persons employed by the 
Department, are entitled to the same respect and obedience as acts o f 
Congress. Any disregard or disobedience o f such regulations entails 
upon posi masters, contractors, and other employés of the Post-Office 
Department the same liabilities and penalties as a violation o f any 
specific law of Congress. The following regulations and instructions 
are made for the purpose o f organizing the business o f the Department, 
and all official acts of the officers of the Department must be done and 
performed in strict conformity thereto. Every deviation from these in
structions and regulations will be followed by appropriate penalties or 
punishment.

Ignorance o f  the hues anil regulations cannot be accepted as a valid excuse 
for  any violation or neglect o ft  hem.

When any officer of the Department, whether postmaster, special 
agent, railway postal clerk, route-agent or mail-route messenger, is in 
doubt as to any portion of his duty, he can obtain full information by 
addressing tlie proper officer of the Department.

It is expected that every person connected with the postal service 
will feel such an interest in its efficiency and improvement as to induce 
him to give careful attention to every duty heroin prescribed.





S U G G E S T I O N S  T O  T H E  P U B L I C ·

Facilities are given to the post-office officials in the discharge of their 
daily duties, and greater security afforded to the public, by careful at
tention to the following recommendations:

1. To mail all letters, &c., as early as practicable, especially when 
sent in large numbers, as is frequently the case with newspapers and 
circulars. The trouble of the office is much diminished if letters, when 
mailed in large numbers, are tied in bundles, with the addresses all in 
one direction.

2. To make the address legible and complete, giving the name, of the 
post-office, county, and State. The name of the street and number of 
the house should also be given on letters addressed to cities where 
letter-carriers are employed: while the letter will eventually reach its 
destination without a number, the omission is often a cause of hesita
tion and delay. In the case o f letters for places in foreign countries, 
the name of the country as well as the post-office should be given in lull. 
Letters addressed, for instance, merely to “ London,”  without adding 
“ England,” are frequently sent to Canada, and vice versa, thereby caus
ing delay, and often serious loss.

3. To see that every letter, newspaper, or other packet sent by mail 
is securely folded and fastened. Avoid using, as much as possible, 
cheap envelopes, made of thin paper, especially where more than one 
sheetof paper, or any other article than paper, is inclosed. Being often 
handled, and even in the mail-bags subject to pressure, such envelopes 
not unfrequently split open, often giving cause o f complaint against 
officials who are entirely innocent in the matter.

•1. Never to send money or any other article of value through the 
mail, except either by means o f a money-order or in a registered letter. 
Any person who sends money or jewelry in an unregistered letter, not 
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only runs a risk of losing his property, but exposes to temptation every 
one through whose hands his letter passes, and may he the means of 
ultimately bringing some clerk or letter-carrier to ruin.

5. To provide, in cities where letter-carriers are employed, letter-boxes 
at the offices or private residences, thereby saving much delay iu the 
delivery of mail-matter.

G. To see that every letter contains the full name ami pout-office address 
o f the writer, munti/, and State, in order to secure the return of the let
ter, if the person to whom it is directed cannot he found. A  much 
larger portion of the undelivered letters could he returned if the names 
and addresses of the senders were always either fully and plainly writ
ten inside or embossed on the envelopes.

7. When dropping a letter, newspaper, &c., into a letter-box, always 
see that the packet falls into the box and does not stick in its passage.

8. When complaint is made of letters lost, miscarried, or delayed, fur
nish information as precise as possible regarding all the facts in the 
case, and inclose whatever documents may throw light upon it. The 
day and hour at which the letter was posted, as well as the office at 
which and the person by whom this was done, should always be stated; 
and, when possible, the cover in an entire state should be sent, in order 
that the place of delay may be ascertained by an examination of the 
stamps. Cases frequently occur in which complaint is made against 
the post-office, and redress expected, although little or no means of 
tracing the error, and of guarding against a repetition of it, are supplied 
by those who alone are able to do so.

0. A frequent error is to assume that the postmaster lias any control 
relative to charges made on letters from abroad. Such charges, except 
the 10 cents rate on letters received from countries with which the 
Uniteli States have no postal convention, and which do not pass through 
a country with which the United States have postal convention, are 
made by the foreign offices, and the postmaster has no alternative but 
to collect such charges. In cases o f manifest error, the Department 
will, however, make reclamation of the charge from the foreign office, 
and refund the same.

10. P o s t a g e -s t a m p s  s h o u l d  h e  p l a c e d  on  t h e  u p p e r  RIGH'r-
nAND CORNER OF TIIE ADDRESS SIDE OF ALL MAIL-MATTER.

i



C H A P T E R  I.

O R G A N IZ A T IO N  OF T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .

S e c t i o n  1. The direction and management of the Post-Office Depart
ment are assigned by the Constitution and laws to the Postmaster- 
General. That its business may be the more conveniently arranged and 
prepared for his final action, it is distributed among several bureaus, 
as follows:

Sec. 2. THE APPOINTMENT OFFICE, including the divisions of 
appointments, bonds, salaries and allowances, free delivery, and blank- 
agency, in charge of the First Assistant Postmaster-General.

Appointment Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of pre
paring all cases for the establishment, discontinuance, and change of 
name or site of post offices, and for the appointment of all postmasters, 
special, route, and local agents, railway postal clerks, mail-route mes
sengers, and departmental employés, and attending to all correspondence 
consequent thereto.

Bond Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of receiving 
and recording appointments; sending out papers for postmasters and 
their assistants to qualify ; receiving, entering, and filing their honds 
and oaths; and issuing the commissions for postmasters.

Salar;/ and Allowance Division.—To this division is assigned the duty 
of re-adjusting the salaries o f postmasters, and the consideration of 
allowances for rent, fuel, and lights, clerk-hire, and miscellaneous ex
penditures.

Free Delivery.—To this division is assigned the duty of preparing 
cases for the inauguration of the system in cities, the appointment of 
letter-carriers, the regulation of allowances for incidental expenses, 
and the general supervision of the system throughout the United 
States.

Blank-Agency Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of 
sending out the blanks, wrapping-paper and twine, letter-balances and

I
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canceling-stamps, to offices entitled to the same, as enumerated in 
Chapter V.

SEC. li. THE CONTRACT OFFICE, including the divisions of con
tracts, inspection, mail equipments, special agents and mail depreda
tions, and the topographical division, in charge of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General.

Contract Division.—To this division is assigned the business of ar
ranging the mail service of the United States, and placing the same 
under contract, embracing all correspondence and proceedings respect
ing the frequency o f trips, mode of conveyance, and times of departures 
and arrivals on all the routes; the course o f the mails between the dif
ferent sections of the country, the points o f mail distribution, and the 
regulations for the government of the domestic mail service of the United 
States. It· prepares the advertisements for mail proposals, receives the 
bids, and has charge of the annual and occasional mail lettings, and the 
adjustment and execution of the contracts. All applications for the 
establishment or alteration of mail arrangements, and for mail mes
sengers, should be sent to this Office. All claims should be submitted 
to it for transportation service not under contract. From this office all 
postmasters at the ends o f routes receive the statement o f mail arrange
ments prescribed for the respective routes. It reports weekly to the 
Auditor all contracts executed, and all orders affecting the accounts for 
mail transportation ; prepares the statistical exhibits of the mail serv
ice, and the reports to Congress of the mail lettings, giving a statement 
of each bid; also, of the contracts made, the new service originated, the 
curtailments ordered, and the additional allowances granted within the 
year.

Inspection Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of receiv
ing and examining the registers of the arrivals and departures of the 
mails, certificates of the service o f route-agents, and reports o f mail 
failures; noting the delinquencies of contractors, and preparing cases 
thereon for the action of the Postmaster-General; furnishing blanks for 
mail registers, reports of mail failures, and other duties which may be 
necessary to secure a faithful and exact performance of all mail contraéis 
arul service.

Mail-Equipment Division.—To this division is assigned the issuing of 
mail locks and keys, mail pouches and sacks, and the construction of 
mail-bag catchers.

Division of Special Agents and Mail Depredations.—All eases o f mail 
depredation, or violation of law by private expresses, or by the forg
ing or illegal use of postage-stamps, are under the supervision o f this 
division, and should be reported to it. Special agents o f the Depart
ment make their reports to this division, and all accounts of special 
agents for salary, per diem, and expenses are also transmitted to the 
chief o f this division for examination and presentation for allowance to 
the Postmaster-General.
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Topographical Division.—This division is charged with the prepa
ration of the post-route maps ami diagrams, and with the keeping up of 
the geographical information requisite for the various branches of the 
postal service.

SEC. 4. THE FINANCE OFFICE, including the divisions of finance, 
postage-stamps and stamped envelopes, registered letters, ami dead 
letters, in charge of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.

Division o f Finance.—To this division is assigned the duty of issu
ing drafts and warrants in payment o f balances reported by the Auditor 
to be due to mail-contractors or other persons; the superintendence of 
the collection of revenue at depository, draft, and depositing otlices, and 
the accounts between the Department and the Treasurer and Assistant 
Treasurers and special designated depositories of the United States. 
This division receives all accounts, monthly or quarterly, of the deposi
tory and draft offices, and eertiticates of deposit from depositing offices.

Division of Postage-Stamps and Stamped Envelopes.—To this divi
sion is assigned the issuing of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards ; also, the supplying of post
masters with envelopes for their official use and registered package 
envelopes and seals.

Division of Iiegistered Letters.—To this division is assigned the 
duty of preparing instructions for the guidance of postmasters rela
tive to registered letters, and all correspondence connected therewith; 
also, the compilation of statistics as to the transactions of the business.

Division of Dead Letters.—To this division is assigned the exami
nation and return to the writers of dead letters, and all correspondence 
relating thereto.

Sec. 5. THE MONEY-ORDER OFFICE, in charge of the superin
tendent of the money-order system.—To t his office is assigned the general 
supervision and control of the postal money-order system throughout 
the United States, and the supervision of the international money- 
order correspondence with foreign countries.

Sec. G. THE OFFICE OF FOREIGN MAILS, in charge of a superin
tendent.—To this office is assigned all foreign postal arrangements, and 
the supervision of the ocean mail-steamship service.

Sec. 7. THE AUDITOR OF THE TREASURY FOR THE POST
OFFICE DEPARTMENT.—This isa  bureau of the Treasury Depart
ment, which, for convenience, is located in the General Post-Office 
building. To this officer is assigned the duty of auditing the accounts 
of the Post-Office Department. All communications relating to the 
accounts of postmasters, mail contractors, and other agents of the De- 
l*irtment should be addressed to this officer.

Sec. 8. In addressing communications to the Department, care must 
be exercised that they not only bear the address of the officer in charge 
of the, bureau to which the business relates, but also the division to 
which it specially belongs.



A P P O I N T M E N T S .

C H A P T E R  I I .

Sec. Í). ЛИ appointments of postmasters and other agents and em
ployés o f  the Post-Office Department are issued, by direction of the 
Postmaster-General, from the office o f the First Assistant Postmaster- 
General.

Site. 10. Átall post-offices, the salary attached to which is one thous
and dollars and upward, postmasters are appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent o f the Senate, and can be removed 
by the President only. At all other offices the Postmaster-General has 
the sole power of appointment and removal.

Sec. 11. Upon the appointment of a postmaster, lie is furnished with 
a letter o f appointment and a blank bond. The person designated for 
appointment will execute the bond as directed, take the prescribed oath 
o f office, and transmit the bond and oatli to the First Assistant Post
master-General. A  commission will then be issued, upon the receipt of 
which, and not before, the new appointee is authorized to take charge of 
the office.

Sec. 12. The bond must be signed, in the presence of suitable wit
nesses, by himself and at least two sureties, the sufficiency of each of 
whom, for the payment of the sum inserted therein, must bo shown by 
the certificate of the magistrate who administers the oath.

Sec. 13. No person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally 
execute a bond and take the prescribed oath of office. Minors are, by 
law, incapable of holding the office of postmaster; but the postal law 
(See. (iõ) provides that married women may be appointed postmasters, 
and bonds executed by them, as such officers, are declared to be valid.

Sec. 14. All postmasters, contractors, special agents, postal-railway 
clerks, route-agents, and other persons employed either in the General 
Post Office or elsewhere by the Postmaster-General, and all persons 
intrusted with the care, custody, or conveyance of the mails, are obliged,
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before entering upon their duties, and before they can receive any com
pensation, to take the following oath:

I,  ----------- , being appointed*--------- - a t ---------, in the county
o f --------- , and State of --------- , do swear--------- that I will faithfully
perform all the duties required of me, and abstain from everything for
bidden by the laws in relation to the establishment of post-offices and 
post-roads within the United States; and that I will honestly and truly 
account forami pay over any moneys belonging to the said United States 
which may come into my possession or control. And I do further 
solemnly swear that Г will support and defend the Constitution of thé 
United States against all enemies, foreign or domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; that 1 take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which l am 
about to enter : So help me God.

Sworn before the subscriber, a --------- for the county o f ---------- , this
------day of ---------- , A. D. 187— ; and I also certify that the person
above named is above the age of sixteen years, to the best of my knowl
edge and belief.

N. B,—The person who takes the oath should sigu his name above the magis
trate's certificate.

Sec. lő. In case of the death, removal from the State, insolvency, or 
any other disability of one or both of the sureties, the postmaster must 
report the fact to the Department, in order that a new bond m aybe 
executed.

Sec. Ili. It is forbidden that any person be employed as assistant or 
clerk in any post-office, or as mail-carrier, who shall be, at the time when 
lie subscribes the required oath of office, less than sixteen years old.

Se c . 17. X o  person can hold the office of postmaster who does not 
reside in the city or town wherein the post-office is situated, or within 
the delivery of the office.

Sec. 18. Justices of the peace, unless excluded by their own State 
laws, may serve as postmasters.

Sec. lb. The office of postmaster is oneof trust and responsibility, and 
the appointment proceeds from a confidence reposed in him personally by 
the appointing power. For this reason he cannot be permitted to trans
ter the charge of bis office and the performance of its dut ies to another, 
thus creating a sinecure, and virtually substituting in his stead, as 
postmaster, a person unknown to the Department.

Sec. 20. The duties of the office must be performed by the postmaster, 
personally, or by a sworn assistant or assistants, whom he may employ 
to aid him when necessary; but the Department will hold the postmas
ter responsible for the acts of his assistants.

‘ Insert postmaster, or assistant postmaster, (as the case may lie;) alm I he name of 
oßce, county, und ¿State.
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Sec. 21. Special agents, postal-railway clerks, route-agents, local 
agents, letter-carriers, and other agents and employés of the Department, 
are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General.

Sec. 22. Special agents, when directed to collect or disburse money, 
are required, before entering upon such duty, to give bond in such sum 
and form, and with such security, as the Postmaster-General may ap
prove.

Sec. 23. Appointments of letter-carriers are made by the Postmaster- 
General, upon the recommendation of the postmaster of the office where 
they are to be employed, and are required to give bond before entering 
upon the discharge of their duties.

Sec. 24. Clerks in post-offices are appointed by the postmaster without 
consultation with or interference by the Department; but the post
master is held responsible for the faithful performance of their duties, 
as heretofore stated.



D U T IE S  OE P O S T M A S T E R S  AXD T H E I R  S U R E T IE S .

Sec. 23. On taking charge of the post-office, the postmaster will make, 
in duplicate, inventories of the public property belonging to it, as follows :

1. Of all postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and 
postal-cards.

2. Of all letters, packets, newspapers, pamphlets, and other mail- 
matter, stating the amount of unpaid postage thereon.

3. Of all laws, regulations, lists of post-offices, circulars, orders, rating- 
stamps, &e.

4. Of all desks, cases, and other furniture or· fixtures, books, maps, 
blanks, and stationery allowed or furnished by the Department.

5. Of all locks, keys, and mail-bags.
Sec. 20. lie  will deliver one of these duplicates, with his receipt 

thereon, to his predecessor, and transmit the other as follows: Nos. 1 
and 2 to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department; 
Nos. 3 and 4 to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, appointment 
division; and No. 5 to the Second Assistant Postmaster General, 
division of mail equipments.

Sec. 27. The postmaster, on taking charge of his office, will not receive 
from his predecessor any money belonging to the Department, unless 
specially instructed so to do. When the accounts of the outgoing post
master have been finally settled, he will be notified by the Auditor, and 
directed in what manner and to whom the balance due the Department 
shall he paid.

Sec. 28. Precaution should be taken by the postmaster to appoint 
an assistant, to prevent the office from being left without a duly qualified 
person to perform its duties in case of the necessary absence, the sick
ness, resignation, or death of the postmaster.

Sec. 2'J. The postmaster will forward the oaths of his assistant, clerks,

C H A P T E R  I I I .
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and other employés of the office to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen
eral, appointment division, before they euter upon their duties. The 
special agents of the Department will report promptly all instances of 
non-compliance with this regulation.

Sec. 30. A postmaster will suffer no person whatever, except his duly 
sworn assistant, clerks, letter-carriers, and special agents, to have 
access to the letters, newspapers, and packets in his office, or whatever 
constitutes a part of the mail, or to the mail locks or keys. This pro
hibition extends to letter-carriers and all other persons who may be 
employed on other duties than handling the mails.

Sec. 31. Mails must not be opened or made up by the postmaster or 
bis assistants within the reach of persons not authorized to handle them. 
The postmaster will, therefore, while discharging these duties, if a room 
be appropriated to the use of his office, exclude from it all persons ex
cept bis assistants regularly employed and sworn.

Sec. 32. The postmaster, or one of his assistants, before the office is 
swept or cleared, should collect and examine the waste paper which has 
accumulated therein, in order to guard against the possibility of loss o f 
letters or other mail-matter, which may have fallen on the floor, or have 
been intermingled with such waste paper during the transaction of busi
ness. The observance of this rule is strictly enjoined upon all postmasters. 
Postín.asters should be; careful to use, in mailing letters or packets, all 
wrapping-paper fit to be used again.

Sec. 33. For the safe keeping o f letters and packets at post-offices 
where the business is not so extensive as to require the appropriation 
of a room to that use, a cheap, plain desk or case, with a good lock, will 
be provided by the Department. This allowance will not, however, be 
made unless the net proceeds of the office exceed five dollars per quarter, 
and the postmaster, before purchasing, must make an application to the 
Auditor’s office for directions.

Sec. 34. No post-office shall be located in a bar-room, or in any room 
directly connected therewith; nor must any mail be opened, or any 
mail-matter delivered, in any room in which liquor is sold at retail.

Sec. 35. Postmasters must not allow their offices to become resorts 
for loungers or disorderly persons, and are required to keep their offices 
in such clean and orderly condition that they may be visited by women, 
children, and others without impropriety or embarrassment.

Sec. 3<i. The postmaster will keep his office open for the dispatch of 
business every day except Sunday, during the usual hours of business 
in the place; and attend at such other hours as m aybe necessary to 
receive and dispatch mails. When the mail arrives on Sunday, he will 
keep his office open for one hour or more, after the arrival and assort
ment thereof, if the public convenience requires it. If it be received 
during the time of public worship, the opening o f the office will be de
layed until services have closed.

Se c . 37. A  postmaster is responsible for the discharge, by himself,
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or his sworn assistant, of all the duties of the office until his successor 
shall have been appointed and qualified, although the term for which 
he may have been appointed has expired.

Sec. 38. Whether the appointment be from the President or the Post
master-General, in the event of death, the responsibility o f the sureties 
will continue l'or the fidelity of the person left in charge of the ofiice 
until a successor is appointed and qualified.

Sec. 39. It is lawful for the sureties, or any one of them, to perform 
the duties of postmaster until his successor is appointed. The person 
performing such duties must, before entering on the discharge thereof, 
take the required oath.

SEc. 40. When a postmaster executes a new bond, the liability of the 
sureties upon such bond begins with the first day of the next succeeding 
quarter, the sureties upon the old bond being liable until the last day 
of the quarter in which the new bond is executed.

Sec. 41. The liability of the sureties of a postmaster does not cease 
until three years after the final settlement, by the Auditor, of the post
master’s accounts.

Sec. 42. When one or all of the sureties upon the bond of a post
master may desire to be released from their liability as such sureties, they 
must address a letter to the First Assistant Postmaster General, stating 
their wish to be released. The First Assistant Postmaster General will 
at once require the postmaster to execute a new bond, and upon the 
receipt and acceptance of the same by tbc Department, the sureties on 
the prior bond will be released from all responsibility for all acts or de
faults of such postmaster subsequent to the last day of the quarter in 
which sudi new bond shall be executed.

Sec. 43. All instructions, circulars, and orders received by a post
master from any officer of the Department are to be tiled in tue ofiice, 
and turned over to his successor. In like manner, he will turn over to 
his successor, or, in the event of the discontinuance of the office, deliver 
to the postmaster designated by tbc First Assistant Postmaster General, 
as pul/tic property, all desks, cases, and other furniture and fixtures, and 
all books, maps, blanks, stationery, and other articles, which have either 
been furnished to him as postmaster, or have been charged and 
allowed at any time, and which may remain on hand when the vacancy 
or discontinuance occurs.

Sec. 44. Whenever mails are not received or delivered at any post- 
office, the postmaster at the nearest office on the same route will report 
the fact to the Department, and open the mails addressed to such office, 
deliver the letters and papers to the persons entitled to them, and 
account for the postages in the quarterly returns of his own office.

Sei,'. 45. When the Postmaster General shall change the name of a 
post-office without a change of postmaster, the postmaster will be re
quired to execute a new bond, and will be recommissioned. The order 
changing the name will take effect on the first day of the quarter next
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succeeding the date of such new bond; but if а change is made both in 
the postmaster and the name of the office, the name designated by the 
Postmaster-General will be used from the date upon which the new 
postmaster enters upon the discharge of his duties.

Sec. 40. Every postmaster, in addressing the Department, should write 
the name of his office, county, and State at the head of his letter, and 
a v o id  w ritin g  u pon  m o re  than one .subject in  the sa m e letter. Letters must 
be plainly addressed to the proper bureau and division, as required by 
Section S.

Sec. 47. Whenever application is made for allowance for extra services 
on account of the presence of military or naval forces in the vicinity of 
a post-office, (under Section 90 of the Code,) such application must show 
bow much extra service was required by reason of the presence of such 
force, the magnitude o f the force, how long present there, the increase 
of the business resulting therefrom, and any other facts which may be 
called for by the Department.

Sec. 48. Whenever a postmaster is in doubt as to any provision of 
the law or regulations, he should, before making a decision or taking 
any action, address the proper bureau o f the Department for instruc
tions; and no expenditure of any kind must be made without the con
sent of the Department has been first obtained.

Sec. 49. Postmasters are required to give the same attention to in
structions contained in printed circulars sent from the different bureaus 
o f the Department as to official manuscript letters.

Sec. 50. The importance o f promptly rendering the quarterly account- 
current at the close of each quarter must at all times be borne in mind 
by postmasters. No salary can be allowed by the Auditor except upon 
the rendering of the quarterly account upon the printed blanks furnished 
by the Department; and a failure to do so not only deprives the post
master of his compensation, but also compels the Auditor’s office to 
charge to him, as unaccounted for, all stamps and stamped envelopes in 
his hands at the rendering of his last returns, and also those sent during 
the quarter, whether they have been sold or not. A  fa i lu r e  to ren d er the 
q u a rterly  retu rn  p r o m p tly  w ill be rega rd ed  a s sufficient cause f o r  rem ova l.

Sec. 51. It is impracticable to detail in one chapter all the duties de
volving upon postmasters. Λ  thorough kn ow ledge o f  such d u ties can on ly  

be obta in ed  b y  a ca refu l rea d in g  o f  e v e r y  chap ter o f  these regu la tion s. 
I g n o r a n c e  oe t h e  l a w  a n d  r e g u l a t io n s  cann ot  b e  a c c epte d

AS AN EXCUSE FOR THEIR VIOLATION.
S e c . 5 2 .  When letters or packages from a  foreign country are received 

at any post-office, and the postmaster has reason to believe that such 
letters or packages contain articles subject to duty, he shall immediatelv 
notify the customs officer of the district in which his office is located of 
the receipt o f such letters or packages, and the names of the persons to 
whom the same are addressed. The letters or packages must be retained 
a reasonable time, for the purpose of allowing the customs officer to
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examine them. Packages, when seized by an officer o f the customs, 
will be opened by such oflicer in the presence of the postmaster and of 
the parties addressed; but letters, registered or ordinary, can only be 
opened by the parties addressed, who should be notified by the customs 
officer to appear at the post-office and open tho same. Postmasters are 
expected to extend to custom-house officers all proper facilities to pro
tect the customs revenue from frauds practiced through the mails.



S A L A R IE S  O F P O S T M A S T E R S  A.\D E X P E N D Í T U R E S  A T
P O S T -O F F IC E S .

SEC. 53. Under the law (Section 82) the salaries of postmasters are 
re adjusted once in two years, and in special cases as much ottener as 
the Postmaster-General may deem expedient. Applications for special 
re-adjustment of salary must be made to the First Assistant Postmaster- 
General, and must state fully the facts upon which such application is 
based. The statement thus made will be compared with the quarterly 
account-current rendered to the Auditor, and if found to come within 
the rule prescribed by the law, an order will be made re adjusting the 
salary of the postmaster.

Sec. 54. The change in the salary of a postmaster does not take effect 
until the first day of the quarter next following the date of the order, 
except in cases of an extraordinary increase or decrease in the business 
o f  a post (-fiice, as provided in Section 84 of the law.

Sec. 55. "When an office is newly established, the salary of. the post
master will be temporarily fixed at a nominal sum until the returns of 
the office shall enable tbc Postmaster-General to properly adjust tlie 
same.

Sec. 50. Salaries of postmasters are graded as follows :
New York City....................................................  $0,000
First-class offices............................................... $3, 000 to $4, 000
Second-class offices............................................. $2,000 and under $3, 000
Third-class offices............................................... 81,000 and under $2,000
Fourth-class offices............................................. $200 and under $1,000
Fifth class offices................................................  $1 and under $200

Sec. 57. Expenditures for clerk hire, rent, fuel, and light, in the ease 
of the post-office at New' York City, and of offices of the first and second 
classes, will be fixed by an order on the receipt of an estimate from the 
postmasters of such offices, and shall remain for one year, or until 
otherwise ordered; and other items o f expense for furniture, stationery,

C H A P T E R  I V .
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&c., under this section, in the case of the same class of offices, must be 
made only under special authority from the Postmaster-General, and 
applications must be made to him for such authority, accompanied with 
estimates, previous to incurring such expense.

Sec. 5S. Allowances for expenses are made out of the surplus reve
nue of a post-office, that is to say, the excess of box rents and com
missions over and above the salary assigned to the office. And in no 
case will an allowance be made in excess of such surplus revenue.

S e c . 59. A  reasonable allowance for clerk-hire at offices at the inter
section of routes, called separating offices, may be made by the Post
master General, upon application to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen
eral. Such allowance must not be understood as an increase of the 
salary of the postmaster, but as a compensation for clerical services 
arising from the duties of separating the mails for other offices. The 
amount o f such clerk-hire will not be allowed by the Auditor unless the 
receipt of the person employed as such clerk shall accompany the quar
terly account-current.

Sec. GO. Postmasters will furnish proper vouchers for all expenses 
incurred at their offices, which vouchers must accompany their quar
terly account-current.

S e c . 01. In all cases where the quarterly expenses of an office exceed 
the amounts authorized by the Department, the surplus will be sus
pended by the Auditor until the end of the iiseal year, (June 30,) at 
which time it will be allowed, provided the total amount does not exceed 
the amount allowed for the annual expenses of the office.

S e c . 02. Rent·, clerk-hire, lights, fuel, and stationery are allowed only 
in offices of the first and second classes.



O F F IC E  B L A N K S, R A T IN G  S T A ÍIP S , AND O T H E R  S I P -  
P E IE S —B Y  W H O M  F U R N IS H E D .

S e c . 63. In ordering supplies of blanks, &c., postmasters must con
sult the following lists, ami make their orders on the proper bureau and 
division, giving a full description of the articles and quantity they need.

Se c . 04. The following-named blanks and other supplies are furnished 
by the F ie s t  A ssist a n t  P o st m a st e r -Ge n e r a l  :

BLANK AGENCY.

C H A P T E R  V .
i

Clerks’ pay-rolls.
Carriers’ pay-rolls.
Carriers’ delivery-bill.
Carriers’ monthly report.
Carriers’ quarterly report.
Report o f stamps sold.
Requisition for stamps from retail clerk.
Notice of box-rent due.
Circular to postmaster, 4i No return bill received for registered letter.” 
Circular to postmaster, “  No return bill received for registered 

stamps.”
Cirwlar to Third Assistant Postmaster-General, reportinglost stamps. 
Circular to Third Assistant Postmaster-General, reporting no return- 

bill for stamps.
Circular to special agent, reporting lost stamps.
Circular to Third Assistant Postmaster-General, reporting stamps 

found.
Circular to special agent, reporting stamps found.
Circular for tracing lost stamps.
Circular to postmaster concerning lost letter.
Circular reply of postmaster to same.
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Circular reply to person inquiring for lost letter.
Affidavit in reference to lost letter.
Reply to request to forward letters.
Application to Third Assistant Postmaster-General for dead letter. 
List of unmailable letters.
1 lead letter bill.
Notice to apply for dead letter.
Notice to apply for registered letter.
Voucher.
Requisition for payment of draft.
Notice to publisher to discontinue sending publication.
Record-books of registered matter for postal-clerks and route-agents. 
Request to return mail-bags.
Receipt for mail-bags.
Receipt for postage, in advance, for newspaper sent.
Receipt for letter returned to writer.
Account of ship and steamboat letters received.
Substitute’s certificate.
Notice to clerk or carrier in reference to advance list o f advertised 

letters.
Ship-letter receipts.
Requisition for blanks.
Oath of postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk.
Report o f lost letters.
Detailed statement of stamps and envelopes.
Receipt for box-rent.
Canada post-bills.
Notice o f a package too large to be delivered by the carrier.
Circular for tracing lost registered packages.
Order to the Department for postage-stamps.
Order to the Department for request envelopes.
Sheets post-bills, 10 on a sheet.
Sheets mails received.
Sheets account of newspapers.
Sheets aecounts-curreut, 1 on each sheet.
Sheets account of prepaid printed matter.
Sheets signature post-bills, 16 on each sheet.
Sheets account of registered letters received.
Sheets account of registered letters sent.
Sheets blank receipts for registered letters.
Sheets registered letter-bills, and return registered letter-bills.
Sheets distribution signature registered letter-bills.
Sheets receipts for registered letters delivered.
Sheets record o f registered matter in transit.
Sheets receipts for registered packages.
Sheets emolument-accounts.

11 p c
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Wrapping-paper.
Small twine.
Coarse hemp twine.
Marking and rating stamps.
Letter-balances.

S e c . G5. Offices the gross receipts per annum of which are less than 
$50 are not furnished with circular office-stamps, letter-balances, wrap
ping-paper, or twine.

S e c . GO. When the gross receipts o f an office exceeds $50 per annum, 
marking-stamps of wood will be furnished.

S e c . G7. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $75 per annum, 
an 8-ounce letter-balance will be furnished in addition to a wooden 
marking-stamp.

Se c . 68. W hen the gross receipts o f an office exceed $100 per annum, 
wrapping-paper and twine will be furnished, in addition to wooden 
marking-stamp and 8-ounce letter-balance, and also post-bills with the 
postmaster’s name printed thereon.

Se c . GO. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $500 per annum 
an iron marking-stamp will be furnished, in addition to wrapping-paper, 
twine, and an 8-ounee letter-balance.

S e c . 70. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $1,000 per an
num, a lirst-class steel stamp and cancelei· combined will be furnished, 
in addition to wrapping-paper, twine, an 8 ounce letter-balance, and 
post-bills with postmaster’s name printed thereon.

Se c . 71. Offices the gryss receipts of which exceed $2,000 per annum, 
will be furnished with a 4-pouml letter balance, wrapping-paper, twine, 
and post-bills with the name of the postmaster printed thereon.

S e c . 72. Postmasters will not be furnished with ink and pad for mark
ing-stamp nor sealing-wax.

S e c . 78. The following-named blanks and other supplies tire furnished 
b y  t h e  S e c o n d  A s s i s t a n t  P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l :

CONTRACT DIVISION.

Oaths for mail-contractors and mail carriers.
Through mail post-bill cards.
Weekly and monthly record of arrival of through mails.

IN S P E C T IO N  D IV IS IO N .

Monthly registers ol’ arrival and departure of mails.
Registers of arrival and departure of postal-clerks and route-agents.
Local agents’ mail-bills.

DIVISION OP MALL EQUIPMENTS.

Mail-bags, locks and keys.
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Se c . 74. The following named bln uke and supplies are furnished by 
the T h i r d  A s s i s t a n t  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l  :

DIVISION OF FINANCE.

Monthly and quarterly statements of cash account.
Certificates of deposit.

STAMP DIVISION.

Vouchers for sale of stamps and stamped envelopes.
Envelopes for official use of postmasters.
Registered package envelopes and seals.

S e c . 75. The following is a list of the books, forms, and marking- 
stamps required for the business of a money-order office, for which ap
plication must be made to the S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  M o n e y - 
o r d e r  S y s t e m  :

Book of instructions.
List o f money-order offices.
Register o f money-orders issued.
Register o f money-orders paid.
Register o f advices received.
Cash-book.
Weekly statement sheets.
Blank orders, with corresponding forms of advice attached.
Second advice, for use when duplicate or corrected advices are re

quired.
Application for money-order. (Form No. 1.)
Notice of overdrafts upon second-class offices. (Form No. 4.)
Special advice of repayment. (Form No. 5.)
Applications l'or the renewal of lost and invalid orders. (Forms N is.

7. 8, and Sn.)
Notification of transfer o f funds. (Form No. 9.)
Notification of want o f funds. (Form No. 10.)
Application for renewal of credit. (Form No. 14.)
1’rinted letters in which to forward remittances. (Forra No. 18.) 
Printed letters to postmasters inquiring for missing advices, &c.

■ Forms Nos. 21, 22, 23, and 24.)
List o f advices on hand less than two weeks.
Certificates of deposit, for use at offices of the first class only. 
Hliee-stamp, to he used on money orders and advices.

Envelopes of “  letter size” and of “ extra official size.”
Memorandums of remittances. (Form No. 19.)
Inquiry sent by postmasters drawn on, in cases o f discrepancy be

tween order and advice as to amount.
Form for second advice.
List of orders presented ami not paid.
Money-order handbill.
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BRITISH INTERNATIONAL BLANKS.
Weekly statement sheets.
Application for money-order. (Form No. 1 B.)
Notice to payee o f receipt of money-order. (Form No. 2 ] ’».)
Inquiry sent by the postmaster at the office of payment, in eases of 

discrepancy between particulars of British international order, and 
statement of applicant for payment, (Form No. 3 B.)

Form of application for repayment of British international order, to 
be addressed to the Post-Office Department, Washington. (Form No. 
4 B.)

Form for repayment. (No. 7 B.)
Notice to remitter to apply for repayment of British international 

money-order. (Form No. Я В.)
Handbill.

SWITZERLAND INTERNATIONAL.

Weekly statement sheets.
Application for money-order.
Notice to payee of receipt of money-order.

GERMAN INTERNATIONAL.

Weekly statement sheets.
Application for German international money-order. (Form No. 1 G.)
Notice to payee o f receipt of money-order. (Form No. 2 G.)
Inquiry sent by the postmaster at the office of payment, in cases of 

discrepancy between (»articulais of German international order and 
statement of applicant for payment.. (Form No. 3 G.)

Form of application for repayment of German international order, 
to he addressed to the Post-Office Department, Washington. (Form 
No. 4 G.)

Form for repayment. (No. 7 G.)
Notice to remitter to apply for repayment of German international 

money-order. (No. S G.)
Handbill.
S e c . 7<i. The following blanks arc furnished by the Su p e r in t e n d e n t  

o f  Fo r e ig n  M a i l s :
Letter-bills, and acknowledgments o f receipt for the correspondence 

between the. United States and the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, empire of Germany, kingdom of Belgium, kingdom of ltnh 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and France“.

Registered letter bills and receipts.

S e c . 77. The following blanks are furnished by tlie* A u d it o r  of  
t h e  T r e a s u r y  f o r  t h e  P o st-Of f ic e  De p a r t m e n t :

Mail-messenger receipts.
Special mail-carriers’ receipts.
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Local mail-agents’ receipts.
Mail-route messengers? receipts.
Railway postal-clerks’ receipts.
Route-agents’ receipts.
Envelopes for return of letter-carriers’ accounts.
Envelopes for return o f accounts of postal-railway clerks and route- 

agents.
Blanks for general account.
Labels for quarterly accounts of presidential offices.

Se c . 7S. The name of the post office, county, and State, without 
abbreviation, must be plainly written at the head of all orders.

S e c . 79. P o s t m a s t e r s  a r e  s p e c ia l l y  d ir e c t e d  n o t  t o  in c l u d e

IN ONE ORDER BLANKS AND SUPPLIES FURNISHED BY DIFFERENT 
BUREAUS.



C H A P T E R  VI .
MAILA It LU M A T T E R .

SEC. 80. Mailable matter is divided into three classes, viz :
1. Letters.
2. Regular printed matter.
8. Miscellaneous matter.
Sec. 81. First doss.—This class embraces all correspondence, wholly 

or partly in writing, except /wo/,■ manuscripts and corrected proof-sheets 
passing between authors and publishers.

Second class.—This class (unbraces all matter exclusively in priut, 
and regularly issued at stated periods from a Known oflice o f publica
tion, without addition by writing, mark, or sign.

Third class.—This class embraces all pamphlets, occasional publica
tions, transient newspapers, magazines, handbills, posters, unsealed 
circulars, prospectuses, books, book-manuscripts, proof-sheets, corrected 
proof-sheets, maps, prints, engravings, blanks, flexible patterns, sam
ples of merchandise not exceeding twelve ounces in weight, sample- 
cards, phonographic paper, letter envelopes, postal envelopes and 
wrappers, cards, planı and ornamental paper, photographic representa
tions of dillerenf types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and all 
other matter which may be declared mailable by law, and all other 
articles not above the weight prescribed bylaw, which are not, from 
their form or nature, liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise injure the 
contents of the mail-hag, or the person of any one engaged in the 
postal service.

Sec. 82. All packages o f matter of the third class must be so wrapped 
or envelo]ted, with open sides or ends, that their contents may be read 
ily and thoroughly examined by postmasters without destroying the 
wrappers; lmt seeds, and other articles liable, from their form or na
ture, to loss or damage unless specially protected, may be inclosed in
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unsealed bags or boxes which can readily be opened for examination of 
the contents and reclosed ; or sealed bags, made of material sufficiently 
transparent to show the contents clearly, without opening, may be used 
for such matter.

Sec. 85. No writing will be permitted upon articles of this class, or 
their wrappers or envelopes, except the address of destination. Any 
other writing in or upon any package or article of this class will subject 
it to letter rates of postage.

Sec. S4. The weight of packages of matter of this class, except books 
and other printed matter, and seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions, 
is limited to twelve ounces ; and all such packages exceeding that weight 
are chargeable with letter rates of postage.

Sec. 85. Matter of the third class inclosed in sealed envelopes notched 
at the ends or side, or with the corners cut oil', cannot be mailed except 
at letter-postage rates.

Sec. SO. Matter o f the second and third classes, containing any writ
ing whatever, except the address, will be charged with lettel· postage.

Sec. 87. Packages containing liquids, poisons, glass, explosive chemi
cals, or any other matter liable to deface or destroy tiie contents of the 
mail, or injure the person of any one connected with the service, must 
be rigidly excluded from lhe mails. If such matter be found in any 
post-office, or in any mail pouch or sack, it must be retained by the post
master, and tiie Department (Third Assistant Postmaster-General) noti- 
lied of the fact, when instructions will be given as to its disposition. If 
found by a postal clerk or route-agent, it must be delivered to the post- 
office at the end of the route, where it will be treated as above directed.

Sec . 88. All books, pamphlets, circulars, prints, Ac., of an obscene, 
vulgar, or indecent character $ all letters or circulars concerning illegal 
lotteries,* so-called gift concerts, or other similar enterprise offering 
prizes, or concerning schemes devised and intended to deceive and de
fraud the public for the purpose of obtaining money under false pre
tenses, must be withdrawn from the mails by postmasters at either the 
office of mailing or the office of delivery. Postmasters will promptly 
notice violations of this section, and when the party by whom such mat
ter is mailed is known with any degree of certainty, the attention of the 
United States attorney for the district must be called to the ease, and 
the evidence necessary for conviction, including the matter in question, 
placed in his hands. (See Sections 148 and 149 of the law.) The case 
must also be reported to the special agent of the Department for the 
district, and all the facts at once communicated to the Department, 
(Second Assistant Postmaster General, Division of Mail Depredations 
and Special Agents.) Should the party by whom the matter is mailed 
not be known, it must be sent to the Third Assistant Postmaster-Gen
eral, in a securely sealed package, and a letter advising him of the trans
mission of the package sent by the same mail, but in a separate envelope.

* Lottery schemes, sanctioned by enactments of State legislatures, are held to be legal, 
and letters and circulars concerning such will be allowed to pass through the mails.
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Se c . 89. All letters upo« tbe envelope of which, or postal card upon 
which scurrilous epithets have been written or printed, or disloyal devices 
printed or engraved, must also be rigidly excluded Írom the mails. Such 
matter must be forwarded to the Dead-Letter Office, marked as “  unmail
able.”

Se c . 90. Ao package weighing more than four pounds shall be received 
for conveyance by mail, except books published or circulated by order 
of Congress.

Sec. 91. To in close  or conceal a letter, o r  oth er th in g , (except bills and 
receipts for subscription,) in , or to write or print anything, after its pub
lication, u pon , any newspaper, pamphlet, magazine, or other printed 
matter, is illegal, and subjects such printed matter, and the entire pack
age of which it. is a part, to letter  p osta ge, and also subjects the offender 
to a fine o f  Jive d olla rs  for every such offense; and in such cases, if the 
person addressed refuse to pay such letter postage, the package must be 
returned to the office at which it w as mailed, in order that the postmaster 
may cause the offender to be prosecuted for the penalty.

Se c . 92. A  business card printed or impressed on the wrapper or en
velope of any printed matter, or a simple mark designed to call attention 
to any article in sudi printed matter, does not subject it to letter postage.



C H A P T E R  VII .
R A T E S  ОГ P O S T A O S  OA »O W E S T IC  ÍIA IL -Я А Т Т Е В .

Se c . 93. Tlu· following ařo tbc ratos of postage chargeable on d o m e s  
tic mail-matter of the different classes.

SEC. 94. The mode of computing the rates upon inland letters, (/. e., 
lexers from one office within the United States or Territories to another,) 
is as follows, to wit: Single rate if not exceeding halfan ounce; double 
rate if exceeding halfan ounce, but not exceeding an ounce; treble rate 
if exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding an ounce and a half; and so 
on. charging an additional rate for every additional halt ounce or frac- 
non of half an ounce.

Sec . 9o. A  single rate of three cents is uniformly established on do
mestic letters.

Sec . 96. At the post office where letters brought by vessels or steam
boats not employed in carrying the mail from any domestic or foreign 
port are deposited, they will be charged with double rates of postage, to 
be collected at the office of delivery—that is to say, six cents for the sin
gle weight if mailed, and four cents the single weight if delivered at the 
office; but if such letter has been prepaid by United States stamps 
at such double rate of postage, no additional charge will be made. If 
only partly prepaid by stamps, the unpaid balance will be charged and 
collected on delivery.

Se c . 97. If such letter is addressed to any point in a foreign country, 
no fee will lie allowed thereon by the postmaster to the carrier.

S e c . 98. If articles chargeable wit h different rates of postage are sent 
together in one package, the higher rate must be prepaid on the entire 
package ; but two or more different articles, chargeable with the same 
rate of postage, may be sent together at that rate, provided the package 
is to but one adu 'ess, and does not exceed the weight prescribed for the 
class of matter to which the articles belong.
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KATES OF POSTAGE ON FIRST-CLASS MATTER.

Se c . 99. On letters, sealed packages, mail-matter wholly or partly in 
writing, except book manuscripts ami corrected proofs passing between 
authors and publishers, and except local or drop letters ; all printed 
matter so marked as to convey any other or further information than is 
conveyed by the original print, except the correction of mere typograph
ical errors; all matter not otherwise chargeable with letter-postage, but 
which is so wrapped or secured that it cannot be conveniently examined 

• by postmasters without destroying the wrapper or envelope; all pack 
ages containing matter not in itself chargeable with letter-postage, but 
in which is inclosed or concealed any letter, memorandum, or other 
thing chargeable with letter-postage, or upon which is any writing or 
memorandum; and manuscripts lor publication in newspapers, maga
zines, or periodicals, tin·«*« cen ts tor  e a c h  !t :i l f  ou n ce os· fraction  
th ereof. W e ig h t o f  p a c k a g e s  lim ited  to font· pou n d s.

Se c . 100. On local or drop letters, at ofliees where free delivery by 
carriers is established, tw o  cen ts for ea c h  h a l f  o u n ce  or fraction  
«h ereof. W e ig h t  o f  p a c k a g e s  lim ited  to tour p ou n d s.

SEC. 101. On locator drop letters, at otlie.es where tree delivery by 
earners is not established, ««»<· cen t fo r  e a c h  h a lf  o u n ce  or fr a c 
tion  th ereof. W eight o f  p a c k a g e s  lim ited  to foni· p ou n d s.

BATES OF POSTAGE ON SECOND-CLASS MATTER.

Se c . 102. Mailable matter of this class embraces nil newspapers, mag 
azines, and periodicals, exclusively in print, and regularly issued at. 
stated periods from a known office of publication, without addition by 
writing, mark, or sign, and addressed to regular subscribers.

Se c . 103. A  regular subscriber is a person who has actually paid, or 
undertaken to pay, a subscription price for a newspaper, magazine, or 
other periodical, or for whom such payment has been made or under 
taken to be made by some other person. But, in the latter ease, such 
payment must have been made or undertaken with the previous consent 
or at the previous request o f the person to whom such newspaper, mag
azine, or periodical is sent, and the subscription must be for not less 
than three months. A  person to whom any such publication is sent 
without his consent or request, is not a “  regular subscriber” within the 
meaning of the law, and double transient rates of postage must be 
charged and collected on such publications before delivery.

Se c . 104. Persons known as regular dealers in newspapers and peri
odicals may receive and transmit by mail such quantities o f either as 
they may require, and pay the postage thereon as received, at the 
same rates, p r o  ra ia , as regular subscribers to such publications who 
pay quarterly in advance.

Se c . 10Õ. The following are the quarterly rates of p .stage, when paid 
quarterly or yearly in advance, on newspapers and periodicals issued
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once a week or more frequently, ami seat to actual subscribers from a 
known office of publication :
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Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. Centi.

Newspapers ami periodicals, each :
Not exceeding 4  ounces in weight, si nt to any part o f the United States 5 10 15 :i0
Exceeding 4 ounces and not exceeding t* ounces........................................... 1(1 ‘20 30 60
Exceeding 8 ounces aud not exceeding 1*2 ounces ....................................... 15 :to 45 90 1 05
Exceeding 1*2 ounces and not exceeding 10 ou n ces..................................... 20 40 GO 1 20 1 «0

Se c . ioti. Newspapers o f small size, issued less frequently than once 
a week, may be sent in packages to one address at the rate of one cent 
for each package not exceeding four ounces in weight, and an additional 
charge of one cent for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof, 
the postage to be paid quarterly or yearly in advance.

Se c . 107. The following are the quarterly rates of postage, when paid 
quarterly or yearly in advance, on newspapers and periodicals issued 
less frequently than once a week, and sent to actual subscribers from a 
known office o f publication :

Semi
monthly. Monthly. quarterly

Newspapers, magazines, and other periodical publications, sent to any 
part o f  tin-United States, each, when not exceeding 4 ounces in

Cents per 
{fuarter.

Cents ]>ri quarter. Cents per quarter.

weight ................................................................................................................ G 1

Exceeding 4 ounces and not exceeding 8 ounces..............................  ......... 1*2 '* . 2
Exceeding 8 ounces and not exceeding 12 ounces............ ......................... 18 !l 3
Exceeding 12 ounces and not exceeding 16 ou n ce s ....................................... ‘24 12 4

Exceeding 16 ounces anil not exceeding *20 ounces...................................... 30 15 5

BATES OF POSTAGE ON THIRD-CLASS MATTER.

Se o . 108. On pamphlets and occasional publications: transient news
papers, magazines, and periodicals; hand-bills, posters, sheet-music, 
unsealed circulars, prospectuses, book manuscripts, proof-sheets, cor 
rected proof -sheets, printed cards and blanks, maps, lithographs, prints, 
chromo lithographs, engravings, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions, 
on«* ceni l'or «‘itela Iw o o u n ces or Traction th ereof. W e ig h t o f  
p a c k a g e s  liniile«! to lo u r  p«»ini«ls.

Se c . 10!). On flexible1 patterns ; samples of ores, metals, minerals, aud 
merchandise; sample cards, photographic paper, letter-envelopes, postal- 
envelopes and wrappers, imprinted cards, plain and ornamental paper,
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card board, or other flexible material ; and on all other matter of the 
third class for which other rates of postage are not prescribed, tw o  
cen ts fo r  e a c h  tw o  o u n ces or fraeteou th ereof. W e ig h t  o f  p a c k 
a g e s  Situated to  tw elv e  oueiecs.

ÖEO. 110. On books, tw o  coats fo r  eaeø» tw o  o u n ce s o r  fra c tio n  
th ereof. W e ig h t  o f  p a c k a g e s  látnia«·«! to lotti- p ou n d s.

Sec. 111. On packages of woolen, cotton, or linen clothing, addressed 
to any non-commissioned officer or private in the Army of the United 

.States, otte cen t fo r  e a c h  o u n ce  or fra c tio n  th ereof. W e ig h t  o f  
p a c k a g e s  lim ited  to tw o  p ou n d s.

POSTAL-CARDS.

Sec. 112. The postage of one cent each is paid by the stamp impressed 
on these cards, and no further payment is required.

Sec. 113. The rate o f postage on newspapers, periodicals not exceed
ing two ounces in weight, and circulars, when the same are deposited 
in a letter-carrier office l'or delivery by the office or ita carriers, shall be 
uniform at one cent each ; but periodicals weighing more than two ounces 
shall be subject to a postage of two cents each, and these rates shall be 
prepaid by stamps.

Sec. 114. Mo extra postage will be charged for a card printed or 
impressed upon an envelope or wrapper.

Se c . 1 lő. Publications issued without disclosing the office of publica
tion, or containing a fictitious statement thereof, must not be forwarded 
by postmasters unless prepaid at the mailing-office at the rates of tran
sient printed matter.

Sec. 11(1. Publications borrowing the name, having the form and 
some of the characteristics of a newspaper, printed for gratuitous circu
lation, and depending on their advertisements for support, cannot be 
sent by mail gratuitously to persons not actual ami bonafide subscribers 
upon the footing of newspapers “·· sent from the office of publication to 
actual and bona-fide subscribers.”

Sec. 117. Where packages of newspapers or periodicals are received 
at any post-office directed to one address, and the names of the club to 
which they belong, with the postage fora quarter in advance, shall be 
handed to the postmaster, he shall deliver the same to their respective 
owners.

Sec. 118. A newspaper is defined to be any printed publication issued 
ш numbers, and published at short intervals of not more than a month, 
conveying intelligence of passing events. It generally consists of a 
sheet, bat may be composed of two or more sheets of paper.

SEC. 119. A pamphlet is a printed but unbound publication, relating 
solely to some subject of local, ephemeral, or temporary interest or import
ance, or, if upon a subject of general interest or importance, called forth, 
like a lecture or an address, by or l'or some local event, or as appropriate 
to some particular occasion. Hence, with the exception o f those not con-
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taming more than sixteen octavo pages each, no publication, although 
folded and unbound, can be permitted to pass in t he mail as a “ pam
phlet” instead of a “  book,” unless its scope and subject are such as to 
bring it fairly within the distinctive definition above given.

Sec. 120. Regular publications not issued as often as once a week 
must also have a known office of publication, and be regularly sent to 
subscribers; otherwise, they must be prepaid at transient rates at the 
mailing office. Small newspapers not issued as often as once a week, 
devoted to the use o f Sunday-schools, to religion, to temperance, to edu
cation, or to agriculture, may be sent in packages to one address at 
the nite of one cent for a package not weighing over four ounces, 
andan additional charge of one cent for each additional four ounces 
or fraction ‘thereof. Thus, a package of such papers weighing only four 
ounces, published once a month, and regularly sent to a subscriber, 
would be subject to charge, when paid quarterly in advance, of three 
cents per quarter; if published twice a month, or weighing over four and 
not exceeding eight ounces, double these sums, and so on. Each copy o f 
a magazine is rated in like manner. In cases of doubt whether such 
newspapers are entitled to be rated by the package, postmasters will 
apply to the Department for instructions, inclosing a copy of the 
paper in question. If the postage forat least one quarter is not prepaid 
on such papers and magazines, the postage must be collected on delivery 
of each package or number, at the rate o f two cents for each four ounces 
or fraction thereof.

S e c . 121. Publishers max inclose in their publications sent to regular 
subscribers the bills for subscription thereto, without any additional 
charge l'or postage, and may write or print upon their publications, or 
upon the wrappers thereof, the name and address o f the subscribers 
thereto, and the date when the subscription will expire; but any other 
inclosure or addition in writing or in print shall subject the same to 
letter postage, which shall be collected before delivery thereof.

Sec. 122. It is the duty o f the postmaster at the mailing office, as well 
as at the office of delivery, carefully to examine all printed matter, in 
order to see that it is charged with the proper rate of postage, and to 
detect fraud.

Sec. 122. If postmasters cannot make this examination without de
stroying the wrapper, they will rate the package with letter postage, 
and collect the same on delivery.

Sec. 124. Postmasters will charge and collect postage, at the. rate of 
three cents for each half ounce, on any newspaper or periodical so marked 
or written upon as to give any other information than that contained 
in the print. The same charge will be made where it is so inclosed that 
it cannot be examined without destroying the wrapper. The same rule 
applies to any other matter which may be sent at less than letter 
postage.

Sec. 125. The Postmaster-General will from time to time provide by
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order the rates aud terms upon which route-agents may receive and 
deliver at the mail-car or steamer packages of newspapers and periodicals 
delivered to them forthat purpose by the publishers, or any news-agent 
in'charge thereof, and not received from, nor designed for delivery at, 
any post-office; and postmasters in cities and large towns will particu
larly observe the provisions of this regulation. Large additions to the 
postal revenue may be made by securing to the mail-car the daily trans
portation of newspapers and periodicals now carried by expressmen. 
Ample power is conferred by law to secure this result.

Seo. 12G. Route-agents will receive and deliver such packages with 
care and promptitude whenever notified that arrangements have been 
made by the postmaster. Postmasters in cities from which such pack
ages are sent will inquire and report to the Department whether publish
ers and news-agents will not transfer such packages to the care of the 
route-agents, and at what rates, reporting the facts, with their recom
mendation, to the Postmaster-General. Route-agents will use every 
exertion in aid of this purpose.

Sec. 127. Newspapers and periodicals regularly mailed to bona-fide 
subscribers are not “  transient printed matter,” and may, therefore, be 
mailed by agents, as well as publishers, iu the same manner, and with 
the same privileges, as if they were mailed to such subscribers directly 
from the office of publication, provided the agent makes and flies in the 
mailing office a statement, signed by him, showing the names o f the 
papers or periodicals which he thus mails, the offices, respectively, to 
which they are directed, and the number of such subscribers to each, 
with the dates to which their respective subscriptions extend, at each 
office to which said papers or periodicals are directed.

Sec. 12S. Publishers o f newspapers may, without subjecting them to 
extra postage, fold within their regular issues a supplement. But in all 
such cases the added matter must be a genuine supplement or append
age to the newspaper in question, and of the same essential character, 
conveying intelligence of passing events of general interest. Publishers 
of newspapers cannot send specimen numbers of their papers to post
masters and others, without prepaying postage thereon. Prospectuses 
o f newspapers, whether accompanying the same or sent separately, are 
to be charged as circulars, and postage required in advance.

SEC. 129. Corrected proof-sheets will be charged with postage at the 
rates prescribed for third class matter, in case the corrections be those 
only of typographical errors; but if new matter be introduced by the 
corrections, or any notations made by which information is asked or 
conveyed, or instructions given in writing, the sheets are subject to let
ter postage.
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Sec. 130. All domestic mail-matter, except newspapers, magazines, 
and periodicals sent to actual subscribers from a known ollice o f publi
cation, and letters sent by soldiers, sailors, and mariues in the service of 
the United States, duly certified, must be prepaid by postage-stamps 
affixed thereto.

S e c . 131. Fractional parts of postage stamps cannot be recognized in 
prepayment of postage. For example : a letter or package to which one 
two-eent stamp and the half of another two-cent stamp are affixed, can
not be considered as having been prepaid three cents, but only two 
cents; and a letter or package on which eighteen cents postage is charge
able, cannot be prepaid in full by affixing a six-cent stamp and the half 
of a twenty-four cent stamp, &c.

S e c . 132. Letters written by commissioned officers in the military or 
naval service cannot be certified as soldiers’ or naval letters.

S e c . 133. Letters written by non-commissioned officers and privates 
in the military, naval, or marine service, on which postage is not pre
paid by stamps, must be plainly marked on the outside, over the 
address, “ soldier’s letter,” or “ naval letter,” (as the case may be,) and 
this certificate signed with his official designation'by a field or stali offi
cer of the regiment to which the soldier belongs, or by the officer in 
command of his detachment or post, or by a chaplain or surgeon at a 
hospital. In the Navy or Marine Corps the certificate must be signed 
by the officer in command of the vessel, or by a chaplain or surgeon 
on board, or by the officer commanding a detachment of marines on 
shore. Such letters must be plainly marked, with the amount of post
age due, which must be collected on delivery.

Sec. 134. All matter on which one full rate o f postage is so prepaid, 
but ou which additional postage is chargeable, must be forwarded to its 
destination, charged with the amount of deficient postage.
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Sec. 135. All wholly unpaid matter on which postage is chargeable, 
must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office. When, however, such wholly 
unpaid matter, or matter on which one full rate of postage is not pre
paid, reaches the office of destination by inadvertence, double rates of 
postage must be charged thereon, and collected before delivery, deduct
ing any amount lesu than a full rate which may have been prepaid thereon.

Sec. 136. In large cities and adjacent districts o f dense population, 
having two or more post-offices within a distance of three miles o f each 
other, any letter mailed atone o f such offices and addressed to a locality 
within the delivery of another of such offices, and which shall have been 
inadvertently prepaid at the drop or local letter rate of postage only, 
may be forwarded to its destination, charged with the amount of the 
deficient postage, to be collected on delivery.

Sec. 137. Postmasters are not allowed to give credit for postage, nor 
to deliver any mail-matter until all postage chargeable thereon has been 
paid.

Sec. 138. The postage on second-class matter must be prepaid in 
money for not less than one quarter (three months) nor more than one 
year, commencing at any time, and the payment may be made either at 
the office of mailing or at the office of delivery.

Sec. J3l>, The postmaster receiving such payment must account for 
it in the official quarter in which it is received ; but he must state dis
tinctly in Ids newspaper transcript whether such prepayment is for a 
year or for a quarter.

Sec. 11Ü. When such prepayment is made at the office o f mailing, the 
publisher must prepare and hand to the postmaster, ready for signature, 
a receipt for each post-office to which the publications are to be sent for 
delivery, stating the number of copies to be sent to such post-office, and 
the amount to be paid thereon, and the name of each subscriber.

Sec. 141. Λ transcript o f such items, for each quarter, must accom
pany the quarterly accounts of such postmasters.

Sec. 142. Upon the payment of the postage, these receipts must be 
signed by the postmaster, and transmitted to the postmasters at the 
offices of delivery, by whom t hey will be received as evidence that the 
postage has been duly paid, and the publications mentioned in such 
receipts will be delivered to the subscribers named therein without 
further charge for postage.

Sec. 143. Publishers may write or print upon their publications, sent 
to regular subscribers, in addition to the address, the dates when the 
subscriptions expire, and may also inclose therein bills and receipts for 
subscriptions, without extra charge for postage.

Sec. 144. All mail-matter of the third class must be fully prepaid by 
postage-stamps at the office o f mailing; when not so prepaid, it must be 
held for postage and sent to the Dead Letter Office.

SEC. 145. Prepaid letters must be forwarded from one post-office to 
another at the request of the party addressed, without additional charge
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for postage; but letters having been delivered according to their address, 
require postage at prepaid rates, when returned to the office for remail
ing.

S e c . 14G. The following is the form of oath prescribed to be taken by 
publishers as to the transmission of printed mail-matter to other than 
bona-fide subscribers:
State o f --------- , County o f --------- .·

The undersigned-------------------, publisher o f --------- , in the city o f ----------,
county o f --------- , ¡átate o f --------- , does swear (or affirm) that he, as pub
lisher, has not seut, nor permitted to be sent, by any clerk, agent, or em
ployé, within his knowledge, any copies of (he--------- without prepay
ment of postage by postage-stamps, except the same were sent to bona- 
fide and regular subscribers.

Sworn and subscribed to before me, a --------- ,this------ day o f -----—-.
Se c . 147. It is the duty o f a postmaster to receive and deliver to 

subscribers newspapers, magazines, and periodicals which come in the 
mail, and to put the address on such publications sent to clubs, or to 
deliver them from a list of subscribers, provided such list is furnished, 
and the postage on the whole packet paid for one quarter in advance.

Se c . 148. Postmasters and special agents will report all cases where 
papers or periodicals are sent without prepayment to other than regular 
subscribers.

Se c . 149. No newspaper or magazine, not prepaid at the mailing office, 
can be delivered until the postage has been paid for at least one quarter, 
unless the party addressed shall pay on every such paper or magazine 
the rate required on transient matter. Not more than one year’s postage 
can be collected in advance.

S ec . 150. Letters mailed in the cars can be prepaid only by using 
postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, and, when not thus prepaid, it 
is the duty of postmasters to treat all such letters as unpaid, although 
marked “ paid;” no route-agent being permitted to receive prepayment 
in money.

Se c . 151. Steamboats and sailing-vessels, railroads, express companies, 
stage and omnibus lines, arc permitted to carry and deliver letters when 
covered by G o v e r n m e n t  st a m p e d  e n v e l o p e s  of the denomination 
sufficient for the postage collectable thereon : Provided, “ That such 
envelope shall be duly7 directed and properly sealed, so that the letter 
cannot be taken therefrom without defacing the envelope; and the date 
of the letter, or of the transmission or receipt thereof, shall be written 
or stamped upon the envelope.”

Se c . 152. Only letters relating solely to the car g o  or  a r t ic l e s  a t  
t h e  s a m e  t im e  c o n v e y e d  a s  f r e ig h t  by such steamboat, sailing- 
vessel, railroad, express company, stage or omnibus line traveling over a 
mail-route, may be lawfully carried not so inclosed. U n p a id  l e t t e r s  
FOR DELIVERY, and those PREPAID BY POSTAGE-STAMPS, CANNOT l)C
carried outside the mails by any of these conveyances without subject- 
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IIJg the captain, owner, driver, or other employé to a penalty of from 
$00 to 8100.

Sec. 153. Postmasters and special agents of this Department will see 
that the law is obeyed.

S e c . 154. Postmasters, in rendering their quarterly returns, must fur
nish a transcript of all newspaper postage and postage on transient 
matter collected for the quarter. Blanks for the purpose are furnished 
by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency; and a failure 
to render such transcripts will be regarded as a neglect of official duty, 
and will subject the postmaster to an estimated charge for newspaper 
postage in the settlement by the Auditor of his quarterly account-cur
rent.
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Sec. 155. The persons entitled to letters received by mail are those 
whose names are in the address.

Sec. 15(5. The delivery should be either to the person addressed, or 
according to his or her order. The order is in some cases implied, as 
where a person is in the habit o f receiving his letters through his son, 
clerk, or servant, and of recognizing the delivery to him. Letters ad
dressed to a firm may be delivered to any member of the firm, and, if 
addressed to several persons, may be handed to any one o f them.

S e c . 157. Letters and packages addressed to fictitious persons or firms, 
to initials, or to no particular person or firm, unless directed to be 
delivered at a designated place, or to the care of a certain person or 
linn, within the delivery of the office to which they are addressed, must 
be returned al the end o f each month to the Dead-Letter Office.

Sec. 15S. If a letter appear to be of value, it will be safest to require 
a written order for its delivery to the person calling, if lie be not the 
person addressed.

Sec. 159. If there be two or more persons o f the same name, and a 
letter intended for one is delivered to another, the postmaster will reseal 
the letter in the presence of the person who opened it, and request him 
to write upon it the words “  Opened bp me through m is ta k eand sign his 
name ; he will then replace the letter in the office.

S e c . 1(50. Postmasters cannot deliver letters which may be addressed 
to and deliverable from other offices, except in cases of letters addressed 
to a discontinued office nearest llicollice where such letters arc held for 
delivery.

Sec. 161. It is not proper to deliver a letter from the Pension-Office 
to any one other than the person addressed, or to a member of his or 
her family, or to a legal guardian of the pensioner, and under no cir
cumstances to deliver such letters to an attorney, claim-agent, or broker.

CHA PT ER TX.
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Sec. 1G2. Λ  letter addressed to any officer of a public corporation 
should be delivered according to the official designation contained in 
the address, the right to receive such a letter being in the officer named 
rather than the individual.

Sec. 1G3. In all ordinary cases, letters should be delivered in accord
ance with the address, but in the case of minor children residing 
with their parents, and dependent upon them for maintenance and sup
port, as their natural guardians, such parents are entitled to control the 
correspondence of the aforesaid minors.

Sec. 1G1. Letters addressed to a party deceased can only be delivered 
to his legal representatives.

Sec. 16Л. "When a firm places its business in the hands of assignees, 
all letters addressed to the firm should be delivered to the assignees.

Sec. 1GG. Letters addressed to a firm, bank, or company which lias 
ceased to exist, must be delivered to the legal representatives.

S e c . 1G7. When a firm or company dissolves partnership, and conten
tion arises as to whom the mail-matter addressed to the former business 
linn or company, or its officials, shall be delivered, a postmaster, being 
forbidden by one party to deliver to another, should require the appoint
ment of a receiver, retaining all mail-matter until said receiver is 
appointed.

Se c . 1G8. In the case o f a dissolved firm, where there is no indication 
of the existence of any arrangement for closing up the business by either 
or any of its members or other parties, the only safe course, in the 
absence of legal interference, is to deliver their mail to any member of 
such firm who may first ask for it after its receipt at the post-office.

Sec. 1G9. The delivery of a letter to the person addressed, or to an 
authorized agent of the person to whom it is addressed, terminates the 
connection of the post-office with it.

Sec. 170. To prevent fraud, tlie postmaster must not return any letter 
put into his office for transmission by mail, to any person except the 
writer thereof; and the utmost care must be taken to ascertain that the 
person applying for such letter is. really the writer.

S e c . 171. To enable him to know that the person applying for the 
return of a letter is the writer, lie may require him, or his messenger, 
to exhibit to him the same superscription and seal that are upon the 
letter. And if the postmaster is satisfied that the handwriting and seal 
are the same, he will return the letter, taking a receipt, and preserving 
it with the paper containing the superscription, and the order, if one 
were scut.

Sec. 172. After a letter has passed from the mailing office, the delivery 
of it cannot be prevented or delayed by tbc alleged writer.



SO LD IER S’ АДГ В) SAILO R S’ L E T T E R S .

S e c . 173. Under the law authorizing the transmission of unpaid let
ters of soldiers, sailors, and marines, letters written by commissioned 
officers in the military or naval service cannot be certified as soldiers’ or 
naval letters.

Sec. 174. Letters written by non-commissioned officers and privates 
in the military service, or in the naval service, (embracing the Marine 
Corps.) on which the postage is not prepaid, must be plainly marked on 
the outside, over the address, “ soldier’s letter” or “ naval letter,” (as 
the case may be,) and this certificate signed with, his official designation 
by a field or stall'officer o f the regiment to which the soldier belongs, 
or by the officer in command of his detachment, or o f the post, or by a 
surgeon or chaplain a ta  hospital. In the Navy or Marine Corps the 
certificate must be signed by the officer in command o f the vessel, or by 
a chaplain or surgeon on board, or by the officer commanding a detach
ment of marines on shore.

Sec. 175. If any military or naval letters not thus duly certified shall 
be deposited at any post-office for mailing, they shall nevertheless be 
mailed, but rated up with postage, to be collected on delivery.

S e c . 170. All domestic letters prepaid one fall rate, and soldiers’ and 
sailors’ letters duly certified, must be forwarded to their destination, 
charged with the amounts of postage due, at prepaid rates only, to be 
collected on delivery.

C H A P T E R  X .
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Se c . 177. The terms ship Idlers ami packets embrace the letters and 
packets brought into the United States from foreign countries, or carried 
from one port in the United States to another, in any private ship or 
vessel, before such letters have been mailed.

Sec. 17S. The masters of steamboats under contract with the Depart
ment will deliver into the post-offices, (or to the local agent of the 
Department, if there be any,) at the places at which they arrive, all 
letters received by them, or by any person employed on their boats, at 
any point along the route.

Sec. 179. Masters or managers of all other steamboats arc required 
by law, under a penalty of one hundred and fifty dollars, to deliver all 
letters brought by them, or within their care or power, addressed to or 
destined for the places at which they arrive, to the postmasters at such 
places, except letters relating to some part o f the cargo, and left unsealed. 
All letters not addressed to persons to whom the cargo, or any part of 
it, is consigned, are therefore to be delivered into the post-office, to be 
charged with postage.

Sec. ISO. Every master of a vessel from a foreign port is bound, im
mediately on his arrival at a port,and before he can report,make entry, or 
break bulk, under a penalty not to exceed one hundred and lifty dollars, 
to deliver into the post-office all letters brought in his vessel, directed 
to any person in the United States, or the Territories thereof, which 
are under his cave or within his power, except such letters as relate to 
the cargo or some part thereof.

Sec. 181. The rates of postage are not to be increased on letters and 
packets carried in a private ship or vessel, from one port in the United 
States to another, though a part of the voyage be over a water declared 
to be a post-road. Thus, the Mississippi River, from New Orleans to 
the mouth, is a post-road; yet letters carried by ship between New Orleans
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and any other port in the United States are subject to the usual ship- 
letter postage. But if the whole of the water between any two ports be 
a post-road by law, then inland postage will be charged.

Sec. 182. It is the special duty of the postmaster at a port where 
vessels may enter to see that this law is strictly observed and enforced.

S e c . 183. Every such postmasterwill obtain from the master of the ship 
or vessel a certificate specifying the number of letters, with the name 
of the ship or vessel, and place from which she last sailed; and upon 
each letter which has not been before mailed, and which shall be de
livered into his oihce for mailing, he shall pay to the said master or 
owner two cents, and take his receipt therefor.

S e c . 184. If the letters be delivered into the post-office by a pas
senger or sailor, and not in behalf of the master, nothing is to be paid 
for them : they are, nevertheless, to be charged with ship-letter postage, 
and the number entered in the account of ship-letters, with the name of 
the vessel in which they were brought.

S e c . 185. Upon letters and packets received from the masters, clerks, 
or other employes of steamboats on waters declared post-roads, the 
persons addressed will be charged, on delivery, the same postage as if 
the letters and packets had been' conveyed in the mail overland, 
although not conveyed under an arrangement with the Department.

S e c . 180. Letters brought by steamboats should be marked “ <SYcim- 

hoatv at the time of receiving them.
Six’. 1ST. All letters placed on a mail steamboat, on which the mails 

are in charge of a route-agent, should go into the hands of such agent; 
and on these letters the master of the vessel is not entitled to receive 
any compensation. None but prepaid letters should be received ou such 
steamboat, and these should be duly mailed. But should any chance 
to be unpaid, (hey should be deposited by the route-agent in the post- 
office at or nearest the point at which they are received, where the 
postmaster will treat them in all respects as other unpaid letters.

Se c . 188. Persons desirous to send their letters by steamboats can 
most readily accomplish their object by inclosing such letters iu the 
stamped envelopes issued by the Department, inasmuch as letters 
so inclosed may be com eyed out of the mail without a violation of 
law, and need not be delivered to the postmaster on the arrival of the 
vessel.

S e c . 1 8 9 .  The account of steamboat letters received, stating (lie sums 
paid for them and the postage chargeable thereon, is to be kept iu the 
account of fillip und steamboat letters received.

Sec. 190. No fees will be allowed to any vessel or to any person on 
board any vessel which carries the mail, nor to any mail-carrier on any 
mail-route by land or water.

S e c . lili. Post masted arc authorized to pay, for each letter brought 
by vessel not regularly carrying the mail from a foreign port, and ad
dressed to any point within the United States, two cents ; and for each
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letter brought by similar vessel on inland waters, or coastwise between 
domestic ports, one cent; but to entitle the carrier to such payment, 
the letters must be promptly delivered to the post-office upon arrival.

Sec. 102. A t the post-office where deposited they will be charged 
with double rates of postage, to be collected at the office of delivery ; 
that is to say, six cents for the single weight if mailed, and four cents 
the single weight if delivered at the oflicc; but if such letter has been 
prepaid by United States stamps at such double rate of postage, no 
additional charge will be made. If only partly prepaid by stamps, the 
unpaid balance will be charged and collected on delivery.

S e c . 10u. lí such letter is addressed to any point in a foreign country, 
no fee will be allowed thereon by the postmaster to the carrier. Such 
letters should all be marked “ Skip.”

t



L E T T E R -B O X E S  IM P O S T -O F F IC E S .

S e c . 194. The Post-Office Department neither owns, erects, nor re
pairs letter-boxes in post-offices, except where the building is owned by 
the United States.

Sec. 195. The salaries of postmasters are established upon the basis 
of a l l  t h e  r e v e n u e s  of their offices during the last six months o f the 
calendar year preceding the biennial adjustment o f salaries. Box-rents 
are included in these revenues. Every postmaster receives in the form 
of salary as much compensation as he formerly received from commis
sions and box-rents.

S e c . 190. Any postmaster may put up boxes in his office. These 
boxes arc his private property, but the revenues thereof must be paid 
over to the Department.

Sec. 197. Where the justice o f the case demands, the Postmaster- 
General has authority to re-adjust salaries oftener than once in two 
years; and under this provision o f law all inaccuracies and inadequate 
or excessive allowances o f salary can be readily corrected ; so that 
where there is an extraordinary increase or decrease o f  box-rents within 
the two years, the salary may be re adjusted so as to meet the require
ments contemplated by the law.

Sec. 19S. Each post-office box or drawer, in all post-offices, is restricted 
to the use of one family, firm, or company, and the rent therefor must 
be paid at least one quarter in advance.

Sec. 199. Each postmaster must keep a list of all box-holders, with 
the number of the box assigned to each, and the time during which he 
has used it. This list will bo examined by special agents, and be deliv
ered to his successor in office. The postmaster must state in his quar
terly returns the amount of box-rents collected in or on account of each 
quarter.
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Sec. 200. The salaries of postmasters are based upon a sworn state
ment of the operations of their offices for six mouths, furnished to the 
First Assistant Postmaster-General ; and in adjusting the salary o f each 
office, the whole amount o f box-rent reported in this sworn statement is 
allowed the postmaster, as part of his salary. When, therefore, the 
postmaster fails to make any report, or reports a less amount than that 
included in his salary, he is charged in the adjustment of his quarterly 
return, by the Auditor, with the full amount of box-rents included in 
his quarterly salary.

S e c . 201. A  person renting a post-office box is entitled to bave the 
letters of his family, firm, or company put into it- Letters addressed 
to his friends stopping temporarily with him may also be placed in the 
box, if directed to bis care or to the number of the box. But letters ad
dressed to other persons residing in the same place, and living and 
doing business separate and apart from a box-holder, should not be 
placed in the box.

Sec. 202. When an individual holds a receipt from the late postmas
ter for box-rent paid, it is the duty of the present postmaster to furnish 
a box for the time specified in the receipt.

Sec. 203. Postmasters may rent the boxes and drawers in their offices 
quarterly or yearly, in advance, as the patron may elect; but the box- 
rent should be reported quarterly only.

Sec. 204. When a postmaster retires from office lie must leave in 
tlie hands of Iris successor a record of receipts given for payment of 
box-rents. In the absence of this record, the postmaster will require 
the parties claiming to have paid their box-rents to show their receipts, 
or produce other satisfactory evidence of such payment.

Sec. 205. Box-rents must be collected and accounted for as a part of 
the revenues of the Department, and no box shall be assigned to the 
use of any person until the rent thereof has been paid for one quarter.

Sec. 200. So long as persons who own boxes in post-offices permit 
them to remain, it is the duty of the postmaster to collect rent for those 
that are used.
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Se c . 207. Application for the establishment of the carrier system, or 
for additional carriers, must be made to the First Assistant Postmaster- 
General, with the reasons therefor.

Se c . 208. Letter-carriers are appointed by the Postmaster-General, on 
the nomination and recommendation of the local postmaster.

Sec. 200. Persons nominated for appointment as letter-carriers must 
be over twenty-one years o f age and under forty-five. They musjt be 
intelligent, temperate, and physically fitted for the service, and must be 
able to read and write and understand the fundamental rules of arith
metic.

Se c . 210. Applications for the appointment of carriers roust state the 
name in lull, (plainly written,) age, previous occupation, proposed time 
of commencing service, and the qualifications required in the preceding 
section.

S e c . 211. The salaries of letter carriers are fixed by the Postmaster- 
General at the time of their appointment. Increased pay is granted to 
carriers, from time to time, when the appropriation will justify it, on 
application of the postmaster to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen
eral, setting forth the diligence, fidelity, and experience of the carrier 
in whose behalf the application is made.

S e c . 212. Blank oaths and bonds sent with the letter of appointment 
of carriers must: be promptly and correctly executed, and returned to the 
First Assistant Postmaster-General.

SEC. 213. Substitute letter-carriers are appointed when postmasters 
so advise, at a nominal salary of one dollar a year, and receive the pro 
rata pay of the carrier whose route they way he called upon to serve, with
out regard to the cause of the absence of the regular carrier or his 
salary. Substitutes appointed by the Department arc paid out of the 
salary o f the absent carrier.
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Sec. 214. Street letter-boxes, and locks and keys for the same, blank 
books, blank forms, and carriers’ satchels, will be furnished on applica
tion to the First Assistant Postmaster-General.

Sec. 215. The Postmaster-General, under Section 04 of the law, pre
scribes the following uniform dress, to be invariably worn while on duty, 
viz :

FOK WINTER WEAR.

First. A  single-breasted sack-coat o f “  cadet gray,” or, technically, 
11 blue mixed cadet cloth,” terminating two-thirds the distance from the 
top of the hip-bone to the knee, with a pocket at each side, and one on 
left breast—all outside—with flaps two and three-fourths to three inches 
Avide, with length to suit, say six and a half to seven inches; 'coat to be 
bound entirely around with good plain black alpaca binding one inch 
wide, to be put half over edges, with five brass buttons, with the design of 
the seal of this Department, (post-rider, with mail bag across the saddle, 
with the letters P. O. D. beneath,) down the front, to button up to the 
neck, and one-half ineli black braid round the sleeves two and a half 
inches from the bottom.

Second. Pants o f same material and color, with line black broadcloth 
stripe oue inch wide down the outside seam.

Third. A  single-breasted vest of the same material and color, with 
seven oval brass buttons, (vest size,) with the letters P. O. upon the 
face.

Fourth. Cap of the same material and color, navy pattern, bound 
round with a line black-cloth baud one and one-lialf inches wide, with 
small size buttons at the sides, of the same material and design as those 
on the vest, and glazed cover for wet weather.

Fifth. A  reversible cape, (detached from the coat,) reaching to the 
cuff of the coat-sleeve when the arm is extended, of the same material 
and color on one side, and gutta-percha cloth on the other side, with 
live buttons, the same as on the coat, down the front, and bound entirely 
round with plain black alpaca binding one inch wide, put half over 
edges ; or an overcoat of the same material and color, trimmed to cor
respond with the coat, with live brass buttons, of the same size and de
sign as the coat button, down the front. It shall not be obligatory on 
the carriers to wear either, but whenever additional covering is needed, 
the postmaster of each city will decide, in accordance with the wishes 
o f a majority of the carriers, which they shall wear, as both must not 
be worn in the same city.

FOR SUMMER WEAR.

First. Coat, single-breasted skeleton sack, of gray flannel, terminat
ing two-thirds the distance from the top of the hip-bone to the knee ; 
with lapels (medium roll) made to button over the breast ; three pockets, 
outside, without flaps, oue on each side, and one on left breast. Coat
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to be bound entirely round with plain black alpaca binding one inch 
wide, put half over edges, and three buttons of present regulation style 
down front-

Secoiid. Pants, same material and color, with stripe of black alpaca 
binding one inch wide down the outside seam.

Third. Vest, same material and color, bound same as coat, with collar 
cut to roll same height as coat, and five regulation buttons down front.

Fourth. Panama hat.
S e c . 210. Letter-carriers must procure the uniforms at their own ex

pense, but the postmaster is expected to give his personal attention to 
the matter, and afford the “  trade” an opportunity to furnish them at 
the least expense to the carriers, consistent with a proper execution of 
the requirements of the above section.

S e c . 217. Cities must be so districted as to secure the full, equal, and 
most advantageous employment of the carriers, and the earliest practi
cable delivery and collection of the mails.

S e c . 2 1 S . Vacancies occurring by death, illness, or other unavoidable 
causes, may be tilled temporarily by postmasters, when the exigencies 
of the service demand it ; but a full statement of the facts must be im
mediately forwarded to the First Assistant Postmaster-General. Car
riers must, however, in every instance, take the oath of office before 
entering on duty.

SEC. 219. Additional letter-carriers must not be employed until post
masters are notified of their appointment, aud they have qualified by 
executing the oath and bond required by law.

Se c . 220. Carriers must be employed in flic delivery and collection of 
mail-matter, or, during the intervals between the delivery and collection 
trips, in such maimer as the postmaster may direct.

S e c . 221. Postmasters may grant leave of absence to carriers with 
pay in cases o f illness, disability received in the service, or other urgent 
necessity, to continue only during the urgency of the case, provided it 
shall in no instance exceed fourteen days. F ora  longer time, applica
tion, setting forth all the circumstances, must be made to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General.

S e c . 222. A  carrier absenting himself without leave will forfeit his 
pay during the time of such absence, and will be reprimanded by the 
postmaster, or reported to the First Assistant Postmaster-General for 
removal, as the circumstances may require.

Se c . 223. Carriers must invariably appear on duty in their uniforms, 
and must wear their satchels while on their rounds. They must be 
civil, prompt, and faithful in the discharge of their duties.

S e c . 221. The mails must be assorted aud the carriers started on 
tlieir first daily trip as early as practicable.

Se c . 22Õ. Mail-matter directed to box-uumbers must be delivered 
through the boxes. Mail-matter directed to street and number must 
be delivered by carriers, unless otherwise directed. Mail-matter di-
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rccted neither to a box-liolder nor to a street and number, must be deliv
ered by carrier if its address is known or can be ascertained ; otherwise, 
at the general delivery.

Sec. 220. Carriers are required, while on their rounds, to receive all 
letters prepaid by postage-stamps that may be handed to them for mail
ing, but are strictly forbidden to delay their deliveries by waiting tor 
such letters. ·

Sec. 227. Postage due in excess of the single rate, or on foreign let
ters, must be plainly stamped on the face of the letter in such manner as 
not to mar the address, and must he collected by the carrier on delivery; 
but carriers are forbidden to charge any fee for the delivery or collec
tion of mail-matter, or to deliver such matter with uncanceled stamps 
attached.

Sec. 22S. Carriers are forbidden to deliver any mailable matter which 
has not passed through the office or station with which they arc con
nected, or to exhibit any mail-matter intrusted to them (except on the 
order of the postmaster or some one authorized to act for him) to per
sons other than those addressed, or to deviate from their respective 
routes, or to carry letters in their pockets, or to engage in any business 
not connected with this service.

Sec. 220. Every letter that cannot bo delivered shall be returned to 
the office or station by the carrier, who shall write upon it the reason 
for its non-delivery, the initials of his name, and the number of his 
district.

Sec. 230. The windows in connection with the carriers’ department 
must be opened for the delivery of mail matter during office-hours on 
Sundays, holidays, and in the evening after the last street delivery.

Sec. 231. Letters addressed to persons, firms, or companies not being 
box-holders, whose residences or places' o f business in the city arc 
known to the carriers, or can be ascertained from tbe city directory, or 
by other practicable means, must bo delivered accordingly.

Sec. 232. The delivery and collection of mail-matter must be tested 
nt frequent and irregular intervals, and carriers must be held to a strict 
accountability for any omission or neglect in these particulars.

Sec. 233. The number of daily delivery and collection trips by car
riers must not be reduced without the authorization of the Depart
ment.

Sec. 234. Letters must be frequently and promptly delivered by tbe 
carriers, so that citizens may bave no inducement to call at the office. 
Citizens supplied by carriers should be induced to provide letter-boxes 
at their houses and places of business.

Sec. 233. Postmasters must not require nor permit carriers to sell 
postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, except in limited quantities; but 
tinder no circumstances must they delay their deliveries or collections 
to make change.

Sec. 230. Application for the establishment of branch offices or postal
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stations must be made tr the First Assistant Postmaster-General, set
ting forth in full the necessity and expense thereof.

S e c . 237. Persons calling at the stations for their mails must be re
quested to leave their address, and informed that their letters will be 
promptly sent to them by carrier, free o f  charge, lint as instances may 
occur in which this rule might work great inconvenience, the superin
tendent, or, in his absence, the officer in charge, may in such cases deliver 
letters to the party calling.

S e c . 23S. The mails from the office to the stations, and return, must 
be conveyed with the greatest practicable dispatch, and by the most 
expeditious routes.

S e c . 239. The advertised list of letters must designate those remaining 
at the office, and those remaining at each station. Such letters must be 
delivered when called for, and the party informed that, if they will leave 
their address, their letters will in future be promptly sent to them by 
carrier, free of charge.

S e c . 240. Letter-boxes must be kept in repair, and in a neat condition, 
and firmly fastened to the post. A  list must be kept in the office of 
their number and locations.

S e c . 241. After the last daily delivery, the carriers must return their 
satchels, keys, and all the mail-matter they cannot deliver to the office 
or station with which they are connected.

S e c . 242. The stations must be frequently visited by the postmaster, 
or by some one designated by 1dm, who shall see that these regulations 
are enforced, and that proper order and discipline are maintained.

S e c . 243. Carriers must be held to the strictest accountability for the 
keys to the letter-boxes intrusted to them, the loss of which will be re
garded as a grave offense, and render them liable to removal.

S e c . 244. Carriers are forbidden, under any circumstances, to return 
to any person whatever letters deposited in the street letter-boxes.

S e c . 245. Blank books furnished for this branch of the service must 
be correctly and neatly kept according to their design, and be at all 
times subject to examination by the special agents of this Department.

S E C . 240. Postmasters will see that the superintendents of carriers’ 
stations, and the carriers and clerks connected witli this service, are 
informed of the highly responsible character o f  the duties required of 
I hem.

S e c . 217. They will issue, from time to time, such orders and instruc
tions as may be found necessary to carry out these regulations and to 
maintain proper order. The carrier disobeying such orders will be 
reprimanded by the postmaster, or reported for removal to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, as the case may require.

S E C . 248. Postmasters will hand to the letter-carriers, for delivery, 
all registered letters, (excepting those addressed to box holders,) requir
ing them first to sign their names in the last column of the sheet of 
“ receipts for registered letters delivered.” The carriers will, on the
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delivery of every such, letter, require the person receiving it to sign the 
“  return registered-letter receipt,” and also a receipt for the same in a 
book furnished for that purpose. Carriers must exercise the utmost 
caution in the delivery of these letters to the party addressed, or to 
some responsible person whom they hnow to be authorized to receive 
them.

Seo. 24!). Postmasters must forward a report of tbc operations of the 
carrier system, as required by Section 101 of the law, as early after the 
close of each month as practicable, to the First Assistant Postmaster- 
General. The blanks furnished for this purpose must be used.

Se c . 2,10. Postmasters will report quarterly to the Auditor of the De
partment, and monthly to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, on 
blanks furnished by the Department, the several items of expense 
enumerated in Section 101 of the law. The pay-roll of letter-carriers, 
and the account of incidental expenses of the system, must be promptly 
transmitted to the Auditor at the close of each quarter, accompanied by 
a voucher for each bill paid, together with an affidavit that the expendi
tures were necessary, and the prices paid reasonable. The carriers’ 
pay-roll must state the names of the substitute carriers, (other than 
those appointed by the Department,) or carriers employed temporarily, 
for whom and how long they served, the necessity for their employment, 
and the amount paid them, with a voucher for each payment.

Sec. 251. Postmasters will arrange with the police authorities of their 
several cities for the arrest o f all persons in citizens’ dress found tam
pering with or collecting from the street letter-boxes ; also, of all persons 
wearing the carriers’ uniform, (including the carriers,) found tampering 
with or collecting from the boxes at other than the usual and regular 
collection rounds, of which they must be kept informed.

S e c . 252. Carriers will report to the postmaster the commission of any 
of the offenses provided against in Section 90 o f the law which may come 
to their knowledge, who, if he deems it o f sufficient importance, will 
confer with the United States attorney and take such steps as he may 
advise.

Se c . 253. All letters relating to this branch of the service must be 
addressed t o the First Assistant Postmaster-General.
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Se c . 254. Post-roads aro—
1. Those roads o f the country which are declared post roads by various 

acts of Congress.
2. The navigable canals of the several States for the time during which 

the mail may be carried thereon.
3. A 11 railroads in the United States.
4. Those roads on which the Postmaster-General causes the mail to 

bo carried from the nearest post-offices on legally declared post-roads to 
court-houses not otherwise provided with the mail.

5. All roads to special offices.
G. Such as are established by the Postmaster-General as post-routes, 

under Section 205 o f the postal law.
S ec . 255. The United States is divided into four contract sections. Λ 

letting for one of these sections occurs every year, and contracts are made 
at such lettings for four consecutive years, commencing on the first day 
of July. The sections and their current contract terms are—

1. Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, and New York; current term to end June 30, 1877.

2. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, District o f Col
umbia, and Ohio; current term to end June 30, 1S7G.

3. Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas; current 
ferm to end June 30, 1875.

4. Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, California, Minnesota, Oregon, New Mexico, Utah, Wash- 
iugton, Nebraska, Kansas, Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Dakota, 
and Wyoming; current term to end June 30, 1874.

S ec . 250. Each contractor is required to execute, with his sureties, 
contracts in duplicate, both to be returned to the Second Assistant 
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Postmaster General. A  copy will be furnished to the contractor if 
requested.

S e c . 257. The carriers on special routes, namely, those on which the 
mail-pay is limited to two-thirds of the amount of the salary of the post
masters at the offices supplied, are not required to execute a contract. 
Quarterly settlements are made with them by the postmasters they sup
ply. Post-offices of this class are not entitled to a supply by a public 
route also.

S e c . 258. During the continuance of a contract for supplying an 
office, the postmaster can only pay according to instructions, or in con
formity with the contract; aud he must forward to the Auditor the 
receipt of the contractor for each payment immediately upon the close 
of the quarter.

Se c . 259. When any contractor fails to commence the service stipu
lated in his contract, or abandons the same, it is the duty of the post
master at the head of the route to employ temporary service, at the 
lowest rate possible, and report the facts to the Second Assistant Post
master (renerai immediately.

Sec. 2Ü0. After the expiration of a contract, and until the Postmaster- 
General has decided upon a new contract, or upon the expediency of 
discontinuing the office, postmasters cannot make any payment unless 
expressly authorized to do so by the Postmaster-General.

S e c . 201. Contractors are required, in all cases, to carry the entire 
mail, and are not permitted to leave bags of newspapers and pamphlets 
on their routes. They must give due attention to the preservation of 
mail-bags, and must not allow them to be dragged about or otherwise 
injured.

Sec . 202. No contract for the transportation of the mail will be made 
with any person who shall have entered into any combination, or pro
posed to enter into any combination, to prevent the making of any bid 
tor a mail-contract by any other person or persons, or who shall have 
made any agreement, or shall have given or performed, or promised to 
give or perform, any consideration to do or not to do anything what
ever in order to induce any other person or persons not to bid lor a mail- 
contract.

Sec. 263. The Postmaster General may order an increase or extension 
of service on a route, by allowing therefor apro rato increase on the con
tract pay. He may change schedules of departures and arrivals in all 
cases, and particularly to make them conform to connections with rail
roads, without increase of pay, provided the running time be not abridged. 
He may also order an increase of speed, allowing, within the restrictions 
of the law, apro rata increase of pay for the additional stock or carriers, 
if any. The contractor may, however, in the case of increase of speed, 
relinquish the contract, by giving prompt notice to the Department that 
lie prefers doing so to carrying the order into effect. The Postmaster- 
General may also discontinue or curtail the service, in whole or in part, in
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order to place on the route a greater degree of service, or whenever the 
public interests, in his judgment, shall require such discontinuance or 
curtailment for any other cause; lie allowing as a full indemnity to the 
contractor one month’s extra pay on the amount of service dispensed with, 
and a pro rata compensation for the amount of service retained and 
continued.

Se c . 2G4. Payments will be made by collections from or drafts on 
postmasters, or otherwise, after the expiration o f each quarter—say in 
May, Angust, November, and February.

Se c . 2GÕ. The distances stated in the advertisements for mail propo
sals are given according to the best information ; but no increased pay 
will be allowed should they be greater than advertised, if the points to 
be supplied are correctly stated. Bidders must inform themselves on 
this point, and also in reference to the weight of the· mail, the condition 
of roads, hills, streams, Ac., and all toll bridges, ferries, or obstructions 
of any kind by which expense may be incurred. No claim for additional 
pay, based on such grounds, can be considered ; nor for alleged mistakes 
or misapprehension as to the degree of service; nor for bridges destroyed, 
ferries discontinued, or other obstructions increasing distance, occurring 
during the contract term. Ollices established during a contract term 
are to be visited without extra pay, if the distance be not increased, 
and at pro rata pay for any increase of distance.

Se c . 2GG. Bids received after the time named in an advertisement will 
not be considered in competition with a bid of reasonable amount re
ceived in time. Neither can bids be considered which are without the 
guarantee required by law, and a certificate of the sufficiency of such 
guarantee.

Se c . 2G7. Bidders should first propose for service strictly according to 
the advertisement, and then, if they desire, separately for different ser
vice; and if the regular bid be the lowest offered for the advertised ser
vice, the other propositions may be considered.

S e c . 208. There should be but one route bid for in a proposal. Con
solidated or combination bids (“ proposing one sum for two or more 
routes” ) are forbidden by law, and cannot be considered.

S e c . 2GÍ). The route, the service, the yearly pay, the name and resi
dence of the bidder, (that is, his usual post-office address,) and those of 
each member o f  a firm where a company offers, should be distinctly 
stated.

Se c . 270. Bidders arc requested to use, as far as practicable, the 
printed proposals furnished by the Department, to write out in full the 
sum of their bids, and to retain copies of them.

Se c . 271. Altered bids should not be submitted; nor should bids once 
submitted be withdrawn. No withdrawal of a bidder or guarantor will 
la; allowed unless the withdrawal is received twenty-four hours previous 
to the time fixed for the opening o f proposals.

Se c . 272. Each bid must be guaranteed by two responsible persons,
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whose sufficiency must be certified by a postmaster, and must also 
have affixed to it the oath of the bidder that the bid is made iu good 
faith, and that he has the ability to fulfill his obligation. The bid and 
guarantee should be signed plainly with the full name of each person.

Sec. 273. The Department reserves the right to reject any bid which 
may be deemed extravagant, and also to disregard the tuds of failing 
contractors and bidders.

Sec. 274. Transfers of contracts, or of interest iu contracts, are for
bidden by law, and consequently cannot be allowed. Bidders will there
fore take notice that they will be expected to perform the service ac
cepted through the whole term of the contract.

Sec. 275. The law provides that contracts for the transportation of 
the mail shall be^awarded to the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guar
antees for faithful performance, without other reference to the mode of 
such transportation than may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security thereof. Under the law, bids that pro
pose to transport the mails with u celerity, certainty, and security,” hav
ing been decided to be the only legal bids, are construed as providing for  the 
entire mail, however large, and whatever may be the mode o f conveyance 
necessary to insure its “  celerity, certainty, and securityand have the pref
erence over all others, and no others are considered.

Sec. 27G. A  modification of a bid in any of its essential terms is 
tantamount to a new bid, and cannot be received, so as to interfere with 
regular competition, after the last hour set for receiving bids. Making 
a new bid, with guarantee and certificate, is the only way to modify a 
previous bid.

Sec. 277. Postmasters are to be careful not to certify the sufficiency 
of guarantors or sureties without knowing that they are persons of 
sufficient responsibility: a disregard o f this instruction by postmasters isa 
violation o f their oath o f office, subjecting them to immediate removal. All 
bidders, guarantors, and sureties are distinctly notified that, on a failure 
to enter into or perform tbc contracts for the service proposed for in the 
accepted bids, their legal liabilities will be enforced against them.



SCH ED U LE .CHANGES·

Sec. 278. An application for schedule change cannot bo granted—
1. Without the assent of the postmasters at the ends of the route, 

except in case of manifest necessity.
2. Unless agreed to by the contractor, except in cases where the pro

priety of the change is clearly shown.
3. I f  more running-time is asked than is given in the contract sched

ules.
4. I f  it breaks connection with any other route.
Õ. If it puts the mail on a wrong day for the· newspapers circulated 

over the route.
G. I f i t  prevents or lessens any other special accommodation to the 

public.
7. If it fails to show a good reason for the change.

C H A P T E R  X V .



F A IL U R E S  OF M AILS.—F IX E S  AND DEDUCTION'S.

C H A P T E R  X V I .

Sec. 279. Failures of mails to arrive at the ends of routes and other 
points within contract time cannot but be known in all cases to con
tractors or their agents. No notice, therefore, is necessary to be given 
to contractors of failures to arrive at any post-office in contract time, 
as reported by postmasters to the Department; but when the failure is 
caused by the neglect of a carrier employed by the contractor, the post
master will notify the contractor of the failure, and require him to take 
measures to prevent its recurrence.

Sec. 280. Should a mail at any time fail to arrive at the end of a route, 
or at any intermediate post-office, where the time o f arrival is fixed, 
within the time specified in the contract or schedule, it will be expected 
of every contractor immediately, by himself or agent, to send his ex
cuse to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, inspection division, 
setting forth, particularly, the cause of the failure; and if, after waiting 
a reasonable time, no specific and satisfactory excuse be received, the 
case will be reported to the Postmaster-General for fine.

Sec. 281. A specific excuse is required for each delinquency of a con
tractor, and general allegations will not be admitted. If bad roads be 
alleged, a specific report must be made o f what portion of the road was 
eo bad as to obstruct the mails, and what was its peculiar condition ; if 
high waters, it must be shown what water-courses were impassable; 
and so of all other excuses. If part of the trip only was performed, 
the report must show what part, and give the distance traveled.

Sec. 282. In all cases there will be a forfeiture of the pay of the trip 
when the trip is not run :—of not more than three times the pay o f the 
trip when the trip is not run and no sufficient excuse for the failure is 
furnished, and a forfeiture of at least one-fourth part of it when the 
running or arrival is so far behind time as to lose the connection with 
a depending mail. These forfeitures may be increased into penalties of



higher amount, according to the nature or frequency of the failures and 
the importance o f the mail.

Sec. 283. Whenever it shall be satisfactorily shown that the contract
ors, their carriers or agents, have, for the accommodation of passengers, 
left or put aside the mail, or any portion of it, or have failed to deliver 
a mail at a post-office immediately upon arrival, they shall forfeit not 
exceeding a quarter’s pay.

Sec. 28-1. Fines will be imposed, unless the delinquency be satisfac
torily explained in due time, for each of the following causes: Failing 
to take from or deliver at a post-office the mail or any part o f it; for 
suffering it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroyed ; for conveying it in a 
place or manner that exposes it to depredation, loss, or injury ; for re
fusing, after demand, to convey a mail by any coach, railroad, car, or 
steamboat, which the contractor regularly runs, or is concerned in run
ning, on the route, beyond the specified number o f tripsin the contract; 
for not arriving at the time fixed by the schedule ; and for setting up or 
running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in advance of 
the mail, a penalty will be exacted equal to a quarter’s pay.
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. M AK IN G  I P  T H E  M AILS.

Sec. 285. Letters received to be sent by mail should be carefully 
marked with the name of the post-office at which they are received, and 
the abbreviated name of the State or Territory, the day of the month 
on which they are forwarded in the mail, and the stamp or stamps.thereon 
canceled. The name and date may be either written or stamped.

Sec. 280. Letters must bear the postmark and the date on which the 
mail containing them is actually sent off, although they may have been 
made up on a previous day.

Sec. 287. Post-bills are used oidy for unpaid and registered letters. Mu 
entry need be made in the right-hand column of the post-bill if the let
ters received correspond with the statement of the mailing postmaster. 
Unpaid letters sent to a distributing office for distribution should not be 
post-billed. Λ post-bill is required only when mailing direct for delivery.

Sec. 288. Postmasters will carefully assort the letters deposited in 
their offices for mailing, and will mail them as follows, to wit: Every post
master whose office is situated on a route upon which postal-car service 
is established will mail direct to the cars; but upon all other routes 
the postmaster will mail direct to the place addressed, first, all letters 
for his own State or Territory ; second, all letters for post-offices in other 
States and Territories which would not pass a distributing office on 
their proper route to the office of delivery.

Sec. 289. Letters not required by the foregoing provisions to be 
mailed direct must bo mailed to the distributing office through which 
they will last pass on the proper route to the place of their destination, 
unless the mailing office he a distributing office.

Sec. 290. All letters received at a distributing office for distribution, 
or deposited therein for mailing, and which aro addressed to any other 
distributing office, or to places within the State or Territory where such

C H A P T E R  X V I I .
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distributing office is situated, or which would not pass through a distrib
uting office on the proper route to the office of delivery, shall be mailed 
direct;  but if the letters should properly pass through one or more dis
tributing offices, they shall be mailed to the last distributing office 
through which they are to pass on their route to the office of delivery.

Sec. 291. Each package of letters mailed direct must be securely 
tied with tw ine, with a letter bearing the name of the office, plainly 
written, faced out on both sides.

Sec. 292. Packages containing letters sent to a distributing office must 
be plainly directed on the outside, with the addition of the letters “ D. 
P. O.”  after the name of the office.

Sec. 293. Every postmaster, special agent, or other officer of the De
partment, will report to the Postmaster General each case which may 
come to his knowledge in which any postmaster shall have so mailed 
letters as to subject them to more distributions than are authorized by 
the foregoing instructions.

Sec. 291. The post-bill being completed, its contents are to be entered 
in the account o f  mails sent, stating the name of the office and State to 
which the mail is sent. Letters for distribution and letters for delivery 
should be made up in separate packets.

Sec. 295. The mails for all the offices to which there are any letters 
addressed being in this manner complete, they are to be put into the 
bag or bags destined to receive them, which must be locked and de
livered to the carrier.

Sec. 290. Only such letters as there is good reason to believe were 
written after the usual hour for closing the mail at the local post-office, 
and such as could not, with due diligence, have been placed in the office 
in due time to be dispatched in the outgoing mail, may be received by the 
agent and mailed in the cars, excepting railway post-offices, which are 
required to receive letters up to the last moment prior to the moving of 
the train.



R E C E IV IN G  ΛΝΟ D ISP A T C H IN G  M AILS.

Se c . 207. A  postmaster will always be in readiness, in person or by 
bis assistants, to receive the mail when it arrives, and dispatch it with 
all possible expedition.

S e c . 298. I f no special order upon the subject lias been made in re
gard to his ollice, lie is allowed seven minutes only to change the mail.

S e c . 200. Way-offices on railroads will be supplied by tbe exchanging 
of pouches as the cars pass, without waiting lor time to change the 
mail, and postmasters at such offices must have the mails ready when 
the cars arrive.

Se c . 300. I f  the mail be carried in a stage, coach, or sulky, it will be 
the duty of the driver to deliver it as near the door o f the post-office as 
he can come with his vehicle, but not to leave his horses; and he should 
not be permitted to throw the mail on the ground.

S e c . 301. The postmaster will never detain a mail beyond the time 
lixed for its departure, except in pursuance of special instructions re
ceived from the Department.

Se c . 302. When the mail is to remain but a few minutes at his office, 
his mail must bo made up and ready to bo put into the mail-bag be
fore (he time when it usually arrives.

S e c . 303. lly  will stop all packets which lie finds going in the wrong 
and put them in the right direction.

Se c . 304. In case of a failure o f the mail, he will forward all the 
packets by tbe next trip.

S e c . 305. It is inadmissible to send letters in a canvas bag without a 
lock, unless they arc inclosed in a locked bag.

Se c . 300. Hę will never deliver the mail-bag to the carrier without 
being certain that it is locked.

Se c . 307. Letters should, in all cases, be sent by the most expeditious 
routes, unless otherwise ordered by the persons sending the same.

C H A P T E R  X V I I I .
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Sec. 30S. Postmasters will not wrap packages of letters in paper, but 
only securely tie them with twine, except as mentioned in Section 202. 
When post-offices are supplied in whole or in part by railway post-offices, 
the postmasters will be governed by special instructions from the super
intendent of the railway mail-service.



»

C H A P T E R  XI X .
Ο Ρ Ε λ Ί λ ϋ  A M )  G LO Sm Ci ill A S LS.

Sec. 309. Seven minutes are allowed for opening and closing the 
mails at all offices where no particular time is specified; hut on railroad 
and steamboat routes there is to be no more delay than is necessary to 
deliver and receive the mails.

Sec. 310. Upon the arrival of the mail at any post-office, the packets 
addressed to that office, and none other, should be opened.

Sec. 311. Every postmaster will then look over the letters thus re
ceived, to see if the postages be properly paid on them, and correct the 
rates on the letters, where he finds mistakes, noting the amount corrected 
on his account of mails received, as undercharged or overcharged.

Sec. 312. If a postmaster finds any letters that are not for his delivery, 
and are missent to his ottico, he will put them in the proper place to be 
forwarded, and writing on the letters the words “  Mlftsent and forwarded 
with the date. They should be forwarded by the first mail.

Sec. 313. Λ postmaster will not suffer any package to be opened which 
is not addressed to his office, nor any addressed to his ottico to be opened 
by persons not duly authorized ; and in no case may a postmaster open 
a letter arriving at his office not addressed to himself.

S e c . 314. Upon making up the mail, it is the duty of every postmaster, 
when lie finds a letter bearing what purports to be a frank, to treat the 
same as other unpaid letters.

Sec. 315. Every postmaster will enter the amount of unpaid letters 
as it is charged in the bill, whether the charge be correct or erroneous. 
If erroneous, it falls either under the denomination of undercharged or 
overcharged, and by an entry of the sum undercharged or overcharged 
in the proper column, that error is balanced.

Sec. 31G. When a postmaster opens the mail-bag, he should be careful 
to leave no packets of letters or newspapers addressed to his office in
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it; and if Lis office be at a connecting point of the mails, from which 
other mails branch, he will carefully examine the packets in the bag, 
Uike out all such as are addressed to offices supplied by the branch 
mails, and give them their proper direction by the earliest conveyance. 
When this is neglected, it is expected that the first postmaster who 
discovers the neglect will return the misscut packets, and promptly 
report the fact to the Department.

S e c . 317. The great mails are to be closed at all distributing offices 
not more than one hour before the time fixed for their departure; and 
all other mails at those offices, and all mails at all other oilices, not 
more than half an hour bofore that time, unless the departure is between 
9 o’clock p. in. and 5 a. m., in which case the mail is to be closed at 
9 p. ш.



A T T E N T I O N  T O  T H E  M A N N E K  O F  C A R R Y I N G  T R E  M A I E .

Seo. 318. Kvery postmaster will consider himself the agent of the 
Department in regard to its affairs in his immediate vicinity, so far as 
to observe carefully and report promptly everything tending to affect 
its interests, efficiency, and utility, and" especially to keep a vigilant 
eye upon the manner in which the mails are carried to and from his 
office.

Sec. 310. Every instance in which the mail is brought to a post-office 
by a person under the age o f sixteen years, or by a person who lias not 
been duly sworn, must be reported to the Second Assistant Postmaster- 
General.

Sec. 320. If a mail-carrier, having the mail in charge, become intox
icated, the postmaster will instantly dismiss him, employ another at 
the expense of the contractor, and report the facts to the Second 
Assistant Postmaster-General.

S e c . 321. The postmaster will promptly report all irregularities of 
mail-carriers, from whatever cause.

Sec. 322. If the mail arrive without a lock, he will ascertain where 
the fault is, and report it to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

S e c . 323. lie  will also carefully observe bow mails arc carried by any 
steamers landing near bis office, and will report every case in which lie 
finds them exposed on deck, or not secured in some proper place under 
lock and key; and in all cases he will see that the mails, by whatever 
inode of conveyance they are sent from or received at his office, are 
properly protected from the weather.

Sec. 321. When the mail stops over night where there isa post office, 
it must be kept in the office.

C H A P T E R  X X .



R E P O R T S  OF A R R IV A L S  AND D E P A R T U R E S  OF M AILS.

Sec. 325. The postmasters at the termini of each mail route are fur
nished with blank registers from the office of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General, inspection division. Applications for such blanks 
must be made accordingly, and not to other bureaus.

Se c . 326. Postmasters at the ends of every mail route, and at such 
other offices as the Postmaster-General may direct, arc required to keep 
registers of the arrival and departure of all mails which are opened at 
their offices, respectively, setting forth the actual time of each arrival 
and departure, whether the same he in conformi/!/ with the contract or not, 
and (jiving the reasons for every delinquency, if known to them, or if the 
same can be ascertained on proper inquiry.

Se c . 327. Particular care must be exercised in making out the registers 
o f arrivals and departures o f the mails. The blanks at the head of each 
should be properly filled, giving the name o f  the office, county, and State ; 
the number o f  the route, the names of the places where it terminates, and 
the schedule days and hours of arrival and departure.

Se c . 328. All registers should be fully dated, showing the day of the 
week, the month, and the year. When there is a failure to arrive or depart, 
write opposite to its date “  F a il u r e  f  when the arrival is after the 
schedule hoar, failing to connect with other routes, write “ F a il e d  to 
conn ect  and when the arrival is after the schedule time, causing 
complaint, write “ COMPLAINT.”

Se c . 32!). The cause of failure must be noted upon the register; also 
whether the carrier makes every proper effort to arrive and depart 
according to the schedule.

Se c . 330. Whenever the mail is carried by any other person than the 
contractor or his authorized agent or carrier, the fact is to be noted on the 
register.

Se c . 331. In addition to the above, special reports are to be made by any

C H A P T E R  X X I .
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postmaster, whether at terminal or intermediate offices, when mails are re
ceived wet or in otherwise bad condition ; also of extraordinary failures, 
interruptions, or abandonment of routes ;  and, from time to time, o f all such 
information as may aid the Department in enforcing the strictest perform
ance of duty on the part of contractors, and securing for the community 
the greatest possible regularity, safety, and efficiency in the mail service. 
These special reports should state the number, or, if the number is not 
known, the termini of the route.

S e c . 332. The registers and special reports must be forwarded to the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General, inspection division. In no case 
are they to be sent with the quarterly returns. A  copy of each register 
sent to the Department should be kept by the postmaster, that a dupli
cate may be promptly furnished if called for. Neglect to forward regis
ters or duplicates thereof, promptly, will be considered sufficient cause 
for the removal o f a postmaster, as such neglect prevents the prompt 
payment o f contractors, and obstructs the business of the Department.



D IS T R IB U T IN G  O FFICES.

Sec. 333. Distributing offices are established to insure certainty and 
regularity in the transmission of letters and packets between remote 
points ; and to this end, besides the usual business of a post-office, certain 
peculiar duties are performed therein. Offices of this character will be 
designated from time to time by the Postmaster General, and the allow
ance for extra service fixed as the-exigencies of the service may require.

Se c . 334. A ll letters and packets received for distribution are to be 
distributed and remailed before the departure of the next mail, if prac
ticable.

Sec. 335. A postmaster at a distributing office will not open and dis
tribute a mail which is addressed to another office.

Sec. 33G. I f letters be sent by any postmaster to a distributing office, 
when they should have been mailed direct to the offices to which they 
are addressed, the postmaster at such distributing office will request 
the postmaster so sending to correct his practice; and if continued, will 
report him, for such violation of instructions, to the First Assistant 
Postmaster-General, appointment division.

S e c . 337. The following is a list of the distributing offices on the 1st of 
December, 1872:

C Η Α Ρ Τ Ε  Е X X I I .

Oftice. State. Oftice. State.

Boston...................... Massachusetts. Baltimore................ Maryland.

Hartford. ..................
Now Y ork ................

Buffalo............. .....
Philadelphia_______ Pennsylvania. Indianapolis............ Indiana.
Pittsburgh............... Pennsylvania. Chicago.................... Illinois.

14 P C
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Office.
■ 1 

State. Office. State.

St. Louis................ Missouri. [ New Orleans............. Louisiana.
Kentucky.
California.Sau Francisco......... 1 Savannah ................ Georgia.

Nashville.................. Tennessee.
Richmond.............. Virgi nia. Memphis.................. Tennessee.

West Virginia. 
North Carolina.Raleigh.................. Í Galveston.... ............ Texas.

Montgomery........... Alabama.

S e c . 338. Postmasters at distributing and separating offices are re
quired to keep in their offices records of packages of postage-stamps and 
stamped envelopes passing through their offices respectively. (For 
form of sucii record see Sec. 409, Chapter XXVI.)



C II Λ P T E R X X I I I
P R I V A T E  E X P R E S S E S  ΛΧΙ> U N L A W F U L  C A R R Y I N G  OF

M A IL A  R L E  M A T T E R .

S e c . 339. The law, Section 228, imposes ;i fine of $150 for each offense 
upon the person who may establish an express for the transmission of 
mailable matter out of the mails, and upon each person acting as such 
express, or aiding and assisting therein. It imposes the same fine upon 
the owner o f any stage-coach, railroad-car, steamboat, or other vehicle 
or vessel making regular trips at stated periods, and carrying, with 
the knowledge or consent o f such owner, or of the captain, conductor, 
or other person in charge of such vehicle or vessel, any person acting 
or employed as such express. It prohibits the conveyance of mailable 
matter otherwise than in the mails, by the owners, managers, conduct
ors, crews, or servants of any vehicle or vessel making stated trips as 
aforesaid, under a penalty of $100 to be paid by the owner, and $50 to 
be paid by the captain, conductor, driver, or other person having 
charge of such vehicle or vessel, for each offense.

S e c . 310. Mail-carriers, contractors, or stage-drivers cannot lawfully 
carry out o f the mail any letter or packet unless the same has been 
prepaid by a stamped enretoge of suitable denomination, and provided 
that the envelope is properly addressed and sealed, so that the letter 
cannot be taken therefrom without defacing the envelope, and the date 
of the letter, or of the transmission or receipt thereof, shall be written 
or stamped upon the envelope. The Postmaster-General may suspend 
the operation o f this section upon any mail-route where the public inter
est may require such suspension.

Sec. 311. No person can lawfully carry or transport any letter, packet, 
newspaper, printed circular, or price-current, on board any packet in 
which the United States mail is regularly carried to or from foreign 
countries, with the exception of letters sealed and addressed and pre
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paid by stamped envelopes, of the proper denomination, and newspapers 
in use, and not intended for circulation in the country to which the ves
sel may be bound, or done up in packages as merchandise, and directed 
to some bona-fide dealer.

S e c . 342. Stage-coaches, railroad-cars, steamboats, packet-boats, and 
all other vehicles or vessels performing regular trips at stated periods, 
on a post-route between two or more cities, towns, or places, from one 
to the other, on which the United States mail is regularly conveyed 
under the authority o f the Post-Office Department, are prohibited 
from transporting or conveying, otherwise than in the mail, any letter, 
packet or packets of letters, (except those sealed and addressed and 
prepaid by stamped envelopes o f suitable denominations,) or other 
mailable matter whatsoever, except such as may have relation to some 
part of the cargo of such steamboat, packet-boat, or other, vessel, or to 
some article at the same time conveyed by such stage, railroad-car, ves
sel, or vehicle, and excepting also newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, 
and periodicals. Letters prepaid by stamps cannot be lawfully carried 
out o f  the mails.

S e c . 343. Congress having authorized the seizure and detention of all 
letters, or packages containing letters, which shall have been sent or 
conveyed contrary to law on board any ship or vessel, or on or over any 
post-route of the United States, it is the duty of postmasters and other 
agents of this Department to cause this provision of the law to be en
forced.

S e c . 344. Whenever a postmaster receives information, or has good 
reason to believe, that letters are illegally brought to or sent from any 
city, town, landing, station, or place near his office, whether by steam
boat, railroad, or any other mode of conveyance, he will give imme- 
(Jlate notice of such violation of law to the collector of the district, or 
to some other officer of the customs, if such letters are on board a ship 
or other vessel, or to a special agent of this Department, or a marshal 
or deputy marshal o f the United States, if the same have been sent or 
conveyed either by sea or land ;  and it will be the duty of such collector, 
custom-house officer, special agent, marshal, or deputy marshal to search 
fo r  and seize all such letters and convey them to the nearest post-office, 
or detain them until after the trial of any suit which may grow out of 
such seizure, as the Postmaster-General and the Secretary o f the Treas 
ury may direct; and one-half of any penalties that may be recovered fo r  
illegal sending, carrying, or transporting any such letters shall be pa id to 
the officer so seizing.

S e c . 345 . In every ease where a postmaster has reason to believe 
that the law in relation to the conveying mail-matter out of the mails 
is violated near his office, and no officer authorized to seize letters ille
gally carried resides in the vicinity, he will apply to the Postmaster- 
General for an appointment as special agent for the purpose, stating



fu lly  tb o  facts w h ich , in b is  ju d g m e n t , render such app oin tm en t n eces
sary .

S e c . 340 . C on tractors an d  m ail-carriers m ay carry new spap ers out o f  
th e  m a ils , for sale or d istrib u tion  a m o n g  regu lar su b scrib ers ; b u t w hen  
such papers are p laced  in a post-office for d elivery , p osta g e  m u st be 
ch arged  and collected . C on tractors an d  other p erson s m ay  also convey  
b o o k s, p am p h lets , m a g a zin e s , and n ew spap ers, (n ot in tend ed  for im m e
d iate  distribu tion ,) d on e up in  p a c k a g e s  as m erch an d ise , an d  addressed  
to  som e bona-fide a gen t or dealer.

S e c . 347 . N o  p art o f  any p en a lty  accrues to th e prosecutor, except  
in cases w here th e  act p rescrib in g  th e p e n a lty  so p rovid es.

Se c . 34S. L ette rs  or p ack ets  m a y  be con veyed  by  p rivate h an d s, with
out compensation, or b y  a special m essenger em p loyed  tor the particular  
occasion only.
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IVI A IL -IVI E SS E R O E  R  S A \ D  L O C A L  A G E N T S .

Sko. 349. In connection with railroad and steamboat routes, mail- 
messengers are appointed to carry the mail to and from post-offices, 
when such offices are more than eighty rods írom the steamboat-land
ing or railroad-station. The following regulations apply to mail-mes
senger service :

1. Mail-messengers are not required to execute a contract, and are 
not appointed for a definite period.

2. Railroad and steamboat contractors arc to have the service per
formed at all offices within a quarter of a mile o f their depots, stations, 
or landings, as well as at the terminal offices o f their routes.

3. Λ postmaster cannot be allowed any compensation for this service 
performed by himself.

4. A  mail-messenger cannot be employed without express authority 
from the Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

5. lie  must be paid in full before any payment is made to the con
tractor, or before making deposit.

G. He should be paid promptly at the close of every quarter out of 
any funds in the hands of the postmaster belonging to the United 
States, except money-order funds.

7. If not paid, the reason should be stated by the postmaster. If 
paid, the receipt should be transmitted at once to the Auditor,

8. If the original has been sent and lost, the postmaster should for
ward the duplicate, retaining an exact copy.

9. The payments must be made and the receipts taken to correspond 
with the regular quarters, which end on the 31st of March, the 30th of 
June, the 30th of September, and the 31st of December.

10. Two receipts must be taken, (“ original” and “ duplicate.” ) The 
original must be sent by the first mail to the “ Auditor of the Treasury 
for the Post-Office Department.” The duplicate should be retained 
until sent for.

C H A P T E R  X X I V .
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11. These receipts must be signed by the appointed mail-messenger 
himself, not by an agent.

12. If signed by a mark, they must be witnessed ; if illegibly signed, 
the name must be plainly written underneath.

13. Deductions must be made for lost trips, and noted on the face of 
the receipt.

14. The postmaster’s name, not the assistant’s, should be written in 
the body of the receipt.

15. Altered receipts will not be credited. Blank receipts will be sup
plied by the Auditor.

1G. The receipt must never be inclosed with the quarterly returns or 
with other papers. It should be sent iu an envelope by itself.

17. The name of the postmaster and of the post-office must be writ
ten plainly.

IS. Beceipts must not be sent for amounts not actually paid.
19. If the postmaster lias not sufficient funds to pay the whole 

amount due, lie must pay what he lias, send on the receipt for the 
amount paid, state the balance claimed to be due, and apply for a draft 
on some other office to pay it.

20. In making application for a draft, a blank form must be used, 
which will be furnished by the Auditor if requested.

21. Drafts are not sent until applied for, nor for very small balances, 
except to close an account.

22. Advances made for this service will be refunded on application.
23. Payments for this service must be charged in the “ general ac

count,” and not iu the “  quarterly account-current.”
Sec. 350. Local agents are employed to superintend the transfer and 

delivery of mails at offices in large cities, and are paid in the same 
manner as mail-messengers.

SEC. 351. Mail-messengers and local agents must take the usual oath 
o f office, and transmit it to the Second Assistant Postmaster-Gen 
eral, inspection division.
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Se c . 352. No moneys are to be paid directly into the Department, 
neither are any paid out directly by it. The proceeds of postage, or 
moneys received for postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper- 
wrappers, or postal-cards sold, will, therefore, never be remitted 
by postmasters to the Department, nor be paid to any of its officers or 
agents, without due authority from the Postmaster-General. When 
money is sent to the Department in violation o f this regulation, it icill be 
returned at the risk  o f the person so sending it.

Sec. 353. For convenience in collecting and disbursing the revenues 
of the Post-Office Department, post offices are designated and classed 
as follows, viz:

1. S p e c ia l  o f f ic e s .—Those offices not located on a regular mail 
route, but which arc supplied by a special carrier, whose compensation 
is fixed at two-thirds of the salary of the postmaster.

2. D e p o sit in g  o f f ic e s .—Such as are directed to deposit, at some 
designated point, their surplus funds, quarterly or oftener.

3. D e p o sit o r y  an d  d r a f t  o f f ic e s .—Those which are directed to 
retain their own funds, the surplus funds o f depositing offices, and funds 
received by collection-drafts in hand to meet drafts drawn by the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, and countersigned by the Auditor.

4. Co l le c tio n  o f f ic e s .—Those which are required to pay over their- 
net proceeds quarterly to the mail contractor named in their special in 
struetions, upon the production by him, from time to time, of the proper 
orders and receipts sent to him by the Department. No receipts other 
than the printed forms furnished to contractors by the Department will 
be recognized. A l l  manuscript receipts arc illegal. Upon the presenta
tion of the order to the postmaster by the contractor, or his agent 
named in the order, the postmaster must pay over a l l  m o n e y  in his 
hands due to the United States for that quarter, fr o m  w h a t e v e r
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SOURCE DERIVED, (EXCEPT MONEY-ORDER FUNDS,) whether for drafts 
collected from postmasters and others, postage-stamps, stamped envel
opes, newspaper-wrappers, postal-cards, waste-paper, box-rents, or other 
emoluments of the oftice. Т п е  a m o u n t  d u e  t h e  m a il -m e ss e n g e r , 
IF e m p l o y e d , is also  e x c e p t e d  f r o m  t r is  r e g u l a t io n .

S e c . 354 . Offices are tran sferred , from  tim e  to tim e, from  one to  
another o f  th ese  c lasses, to  m eet th e n ecessities o f  th e service. W h e n  
such ch an ges are m ade p ostm asters w ill be d u ly  notified.

S e c . 355 . When a postmaster has been directed to deposit quarterly, 
he Will, as soon as practicable after the close of a quarter, no t  d e l a y 
in g  m o r e  THAN ONE m o n t h , deposit the whole amount due by him to 
the Department (as shown by his general aeeount) in sucii funds as are 
receivable by law, taking an original and duplicate certificate for the 
same. The original must he transmitted in a letter addressed to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, and the duplicate retained as a voucher. If 
it be not convenient for him to attend to it in person, it is expected 
that he will embrace the first safe opportunity for transferring the funds 
by private hands to the point designated, w it h o u t  in c u r r in g  e x 
p e n se  or  r is k  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

S e c . 35 0 . Postmasters at depositing offices who pay mail messengers 
or special mail-carriers will report the amount so paid each quarter to 
the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, and deposit the balance, if 
any, at the point designated.

S e c . 357. Postmasters at offices specified by Section 355, failing to de
posit within a month after the close of a quarter, must report the cause 
of failure to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, or they will be 
treated as delinquent.

Sec. 35S. Want of funds will not be accepted as an excuse for failing 
to pay or to deposit. The postmaster is not permitted to give credit for 
postages, which are regarded as cash in his hands. In like manner, he 
is prohibited from using, loaning, investing, or exchanging moneys 
received for postages, on pain of criminal prosecution.

S e c . 359 . A  p ostm aster can n ot refu se to  p ay  a  d raft or collection - 
order b ecau se the contractor is in d eb ted  to h im , nor because there is an  
u n settled  p riv ate  accou n t betw een th e m , n or upon any other p r e te x t ; 
and such refusal is m ade b y  th e la w prima-facie  evidence o f  em b ezzle 
m en t, su b jectin g  h im  to p un ish m ent.

S e c . 3G0. A  failure either to deposit according to instructions, or to 
pay a draft when presented, or to pay over to a contractor upon the 
production of the proper collection orders and receipts, will bo followed 
by the removal of the delinquent postmaster from office, unless satis
factory explanation is made to the Postmaster-General.

S e c . 301. Postmasters at collection offices must be ready to pay over 
at the end of each quarter, and will transmit the contractor’s receipt by 
the very first mail after payment is made. Such payments must include 
the whole amount of money on hand, (except money-order funds,) whether
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arising from the postages o f the quarter or any preceding quarters, from 
sales o f postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or 
postal-cards, or from moneys collected by or deposited with the postmaster. 
The absence o f the postmaster from bis office when the contractor pre
sents the collection-order will not be accepted as a good reason for non
payment. The receipts must never be put up with the quarterly returns, 
but should be sent in a separate envelope, addressed to the Auditor for 
the Post-Office Department.

S e c . 362. Every postmaster of a “  special office” will report to the 
Postmaster-General, at the end of each quarter, the balance in his 
bands over and above the sums due the contractor for supplying bis 
office with the mail, in order that the Department may make a proper 
disposition о ;such balance.

S e c . 3G3. Postmasters at “ special offices,” when under orders to pay 
their respective contractors, will not only pay promptly, but lose no 
time in transmitting to the Auditor lor the Post-Office Department the 
receipts taken for their quarterly payments.

S e c . 304. All payments to the Department, whether upon drafts or 
otherwise, must he in specie, United States Treasury notes, or notes of 
the national banks; and postmasters, in receiving payment of postages 
or other dues to the Department, should always hear in mind that they 
are bound to pay them over in the legal currency of the United States.

S e c . 3UÕ. К о  allowance will be made to any postmaster for expenses 
incurred in paying over moneys due by him to the Department; neither 
will any allowance he made for expenses incurred in collecting moneys 
due the Department.

Sec. 3CG. Postmasters receiving counterfeit money will be required 
to replace the same with genuine current funds.

Sec. 3G7. Postmasters are not required by law to redeem, or accept 
in payment of post-office dues, money-orders, stamps, or stamped envel
opes, any currency which may he so mutilated as to be uncurrent ;  nor is it 
any part of their duty to receive and transmit to the Treasury, for re
demption, mutilated curreucy belonging to individuals, except as regu
lar mail-matter, forwarded in the usual manner at the risk o f the owner. 
Sudi packages, if addressed and registered to the Treasurer o f  the 
United States, Washington, D. C., will he scut free of the registry fee.

S e c . 3 0 8 .  The necessities o f the postal service are such that all funds 
received by postmasters must be kept in current and passable money, so 
as to be immediately available fur paying the drafts of the Department, 
money-orders, and expenses o f the service.
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S e c . 3G9. To facilitate the prepayment of postages upon mail-matter, 
postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrapper’s, and postal- 
cards are provided and furnished by the Postmaster-General, pursuant 
to acts o f Congress on these subjects.

Sec.370. Stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal- 
cards are furnished only to postmasters for sale. Postmasters who fail 
to supply themselves from the Department must purchase temporary 
supplies from the nearest offices. They are not required to render to 
the Department an account of such purchases.

S e c . 371. Requisitions for postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, news
paper-wrappers, and postal-cards are required to be made upon printed 
forms furnished by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank 
agency. Care must he taken to iill out the blank form with the name 
of the post-office, county, and State, the date of the order, the number 
and amount of each of the several descriptions wanted, the number and 
amount of each on hand, together with the average monthly sales. 
The requisition must be signed by the postmaster himself, unless he he 
sick or necessarily absent, when it may be signed by the assistant or 
deputy, who will write the postmaster’s name above his own. Requisi
tions, when thus completed, must he forwarded to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General.

S e c . 3 7 2 .  Postmasters are expected in each ease to order such quan
tities of the various kind of stamps, envelopes, wrappers, and cards as, 
upon a careful estimate, may he deemed a sufficient supply for three 
months from the date of the order. Postmasters are not required to 
make their requisitions at any particular period during the quarter, hut 
may order whenever their supplies become exhausted.
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Sec. 373. Postmasters who have failed to duly render their quarterly 
returns to the Auditor will not be supplied with postage-stamps, stamped 
envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards until the delinquency 
has been corrected.

Sec. 371. Stamped envelopes bearing a request for the return of un
claimed letters, with the name and post-office address o f parties printed 
in full, will be furnished by the Department without extra charge for such 
printing. These are officially designated as “  special-request envelopes.” 
ΪΓο order is to be taken on credit, except at the postmaster’s own risk, 
and in no case for less than 500 of any specified denomination to bear 
the same printing.

S e c . 37 5 . R eq u isition s for special-request envelop es m u st b e  m ad e b y  
p ostm asters im m ed iately  upon receiv in g  orders from  p arties w an tin g  th em , 
a t w h atever tim e in th e quarter it m ay be, and i f  p ossib le  sh ou ld  a lw a y s  
be accom panied by  a  p rin ted  card sh ow in g  tho m atter desired  to  be  
printed.

S e c . 370. Blank forms for ordering special-request envelopes will be 
supplied upon application to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, 
blank agency.

Se c . 377. Upon receiving supplies of postage-stamps, stamped envel
opes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards, postmasters are required to 
ojien and count them in the presence of a disinterested witness, to date 
and sign the receipt, and transmit the same to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General. In case of any deficiency, the affidavit of the post
master and that of the witness, stating the amount o f such deficiency, 
with all the facts in the case, will be necessary in order to obtain credit 
therefor. Receipts must be signed in the same manner as requisitions.

Se c . 378. If any portion of a parcel be damaged, the postmaster will 
sign the receipt for the whole amount of the parcel, and having written 
across the face of the receipt the number and amount o f stamps, envel
opes, wrappers, or cards unfit for use, he will return the same, together 
with the receipt, to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, who will 
give credit for the amount returned. But if the damage be total, the 
entire number should be returned, with the receipt not signed, in order 
that others may be sent in their place. The package must be registered, 
and the postmaster must also be able to prove the act of mailing by a 
disinterested witness. Postmasters failing to register such packages will 
not receive credit for the amount alleged to have been returned, in case 
the same fails to reach the Department.

Se c . 379. Every postmaster receiving stamps, stamped envelopes, news- 
paper-wrappers, or postal-cards for sale, directly from the Department, 
will, at the end of each quarter, charge himself in his quarterly account- 
current with any amount of such articles he may have received from his 
predecessor, or which remained on hand at the close of the preceding 
quarter, adding thereto the amounts received from the Department during 
the quarter just ended, and crediting himself with the amount then
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remaining on hand. The balance of the account, thus stated will repre
sent the amount sold, which must be added on the debit side of his quar
terly account-current to the amount due on the regular return of post
ages for the quarter.

Se c . 3S0. Infuturo u special-request en velop es ’''' w ill he accou n ted  f o r  in  
the sa m e m a n n er  as o r d in a r y  sta m p ed  en velop es.

Sec. 381. Postmasters receiving postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards from the Department lor sale, 
will pay over the money by them received for such as may be sold, at 
the same time and in the same manner as their special instructions 
require them to pay over the quarterly balances due for postage.

Sec. 3S2. In c lo s in g  m on ey  to the D e p a r tm en t to p a y  f o r  sta m p s , sta m p ed  
en velop es , n ew sp a p er -w ra p p ers , a n d  p o sta l-ca rd s , is  p roh ib ited .

Sec. 383. Postal-cards are issued ex cl usively by the Department. They 
are intended for the transmission through the mails, at a reduced rate 
of postage, (one cent each,) of messages, orders, notices, and other short 
written or printed communications.

Sec. 384. Cards issued by private parties, which contain any written 
matter whatever, other than the address, cannot be passed through the 
mails at less than letter-postage rates, as they are not “  p o s t a l -c a r d s ”  
within the meaning of the law.

Sec. 385. Postal-cards deposited in any post-office for mailing must 
be treated by postmasters in all respects the same as letters. They are 
not to be distributed through the newspaper sacks.

Sec. 38G. Postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third classes 
are required to make monthly reports to the Third Assistant Postmaster- 
General of the amounts o f postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, news
paper-wrappers, and postal-cards received from the Department, the 
amount sold, and that remaining on hand at the close of the mouth. 
Blanks for this purpose w ill be supplied by the First Assistant Post
master-General, blank agency.

Sec. 387. Upon surrendering a post-office to his successor, the late 
postmaster, or his representative, will turn over to such successor ¡dl the 
stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards then 
on hand, take duplicate receipts for the same, and transmit the original 
forthwith to the Auditor, that the account of the late postmaster may 
be credited accordingly. These stamps, envelopes, wrappers, and cards 
must not be sent to the Department, but should be retained for sale by 
the postmaster, who will charge himself with the amount in the quarterly 
account-current.

Se c . 3S8. I f a post-office be discontinued, the postmaster will deliver 
all stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards to 
the postmaster to whom he is directed to deliver the other post-office 
property, and will take duplicate receipts, one of which he will trans
mit to the Auditor as above.
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Sec. 380. The law allows no compensation to postmasters f o r  the sede 
o f  p osta g e -sta m p s, sta m p ed  en velop es, n ew sp a p er-w ra p p ers, o r  p osta l-ca rd s.

S e c . 390. Stamps, envelopes, wrappers, anil cards are to be sold only 
f o r  cash  at the prices stated in the receipt which is sent with them to 
each office. In making sales of envelopes and wrappers postmasters 
are expected to evince a due spirit of accommodation, but they are not 
required to lose the fraction o f a centin selling small quantities; and 
if a postmaster cannot readily make change, the purchaser must tender 
the exact amount for the number wanted.

S e c . 391. All persons connected with the postal service are prohibited, 
under a penalty of from ten to five hundred dollars for each offense, 
from selling postage-stamps and postal-cards for any larger sum than 
that indicated upon their face, and stamped envelopes and newspaper- 
wrappers for more than charged therefor by the Post-Office Department.

S e c . 392. Postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, 
and postal-cards must not be sold at a discount, excep t in  a  fe u - o f  the larger  
c ities , where postmasters will be authorized to sell in limited amounts, 
at an abatement of two per cent., to certain designated local agents 
living at points remote from the post-office. In these cases authority 
for such sales must be obtained s p e c i a l l y  from the Postmaster- 
General.

Не с . 393. Postmasters not specially authorized, as mentioned in the 
preceding section, are forbidden from selling postage-stamps and postal- 
cards at less than their face value, and stamped envelopes and news
paper-wrappers for less than the Department rates.

Sec. 394. Section 45 of the law provides that any person intrusted by 
law with the sale of postage-stamps and stamped envelopes, who shall 
neglect to account for the same, or who shall pledge or hypothecate or 
unlawfully dispose o f them, for any purpose whatever, shall be deemed 
guilty o f embezzlement, and shall be subject to a fine not exceeding 
double the amount involved, or to an imprisonment not exceeding three 
years, or both, at the discretion of the court. Violations of this pro
vision will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.

Se c . 395. Whenever a postmaster claims credit for postage-stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards alleged to have 
been lost in the mails, burnt, or otherwise destroyed, his o w n  affidavit, 
sta tin g  the circu m stan ces a n d  a m ou n t o f  loss, together w ith  a ll the other  

p r o o f  w h ich  in  the p a r tic u la r  case h e can  p r o d u c e , is required to be for
warded to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. Upon the receipt of 
such affidavit and additional testimony, w hich sh ou ld  he sen t w ith  the 
lea st p o ss ib le  d ela y, the claim will be submitted to the Postmaster-General.

Se c . 390. Credit will not be allowed in cases where offices have been 
rob b ed  of stamps or stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal- 
cards. In an opinion of a former Attorney-General the following occurs: 
“  I f  the stamps should be stolen or lost, and get into the hands of those 
who may use them, and thus deprive the Government o f so much
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revenue, the postmaster should he held for them. One who has the 
custody of public money or property, and is paid for taking care of it, 
cannot get rid of bis responsibility by showing a theft or accidental loss. 
He is an insurer of its safety against all perils o f that kind.”

S e c . 397. The exchange of postage-stamps for those of other denom
inations to accommodate private parties is prohibited. Postmasters 
will not be permitted to return to the Department unserviceable stamps 
that may be acquired in this way.

Se c . 398. The postage on stamped envelopes and newspaper-wrappers 
spoiled in directing may be refunded in stamps by a postmaster if satis
fied that they have never been used, and that the misdirection occurred 
at the. place where the redemption is claimed ; also, provided that such 
envelopes and wrappers shall be presented in a whole condition. In 
no case is an envelope or wrapper to be redeemed at the post-office to 
which it is directed.

Se c . 399. Postmasters are forbidden to redeem postal-cards under 
any circumstances whatever.

Se c . 400. Stamped envelopes and newspaper-wrappers redeemedunder 
Section398must be sent, with a special letter, to tbc Third Assistant Post
master-General, stating the number and amount. The package must be 
registered, and the postmaster must be able to prove the act of mailing 
by a disinterested witness. Postmasters failing to register such packages 
will not receive credit for the amount alleged to have been returned, in 
case the same fails to reach the Department. A postmaster need not 
return spoiled envelopes or wrappers to the Department ofteuer than 
once in each quarter.

Se c . 401. A letter bearing a stamp, cut or separated from a stamped 
envelope, newspaper-wrapper, or postal-card, cannot be sent through 
the mail as a prepaid letter. Stamps so cut or separated lose their legal 
value.

Se c . 102. Fractional parts o f postage-stamps cannot bo recognized in 
prepayment of postage. For example, a letter or package to which one 
two cent stamp and the half of another two cent stampare affixed can
not be considered as having been prepaid three cents, but only two cents; 
and a letter or package on which eighteen cents postage is chargeable 
cannot be prepaid in full by affixing a six-cent stamp and the half of a 
twenty-four-cent stamp, Ac., &c.

Sec . 403. The law provides a penalty of fine and imprisonment against 
any person who shall remove from a letter which has been duly posted 
any postage-stamp placed thereon as evidence o f prepayment. Post
masters are required to report to the Department all offenses of this 
nature, with the evidence relied upon to prove the charge.

Se c . 104. Postage-stamps affixed to letters, packets, or parcels, of 
any description, and all stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and 
postal-cards, must be immediately and effectually canceled in the office 
in which they may be deposited for transmission or delivery. The can-
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celiatimi must be effected by the use of black printing-ink, wherever 
that material can be obtained ; and w here it cannot, the operation 
should be performed by making several heavy crosses or parallel lines 
upon each stamp, with a pen dipped in good black writing-ink.

Sec . 405. If the canceling has been omitted on the mailing of the 
letter, packet, or parcel, or if the cancellation be incomplete, the post
master at the office o f delivery will cancel the stamp in the manner di
rected, and forthwith report the delinquent postmaster to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General.

S e c . 400. The use of the office rating or postmarking stamp as a can
celing instrument is positively prohibited, inasmuch as the postmark, 
when impressed on the postage-stamp, is usually indistinct, and the 
cancellation effected thereby is imperfect. The postage-stamp must, 
therefore, be effectually canceled with a separate instrument, as directed 
by Section 404.

S e c . 407 . The law provides if any person shall use, or attempt to use, 
for the conveyance of any letter or other mailable matter or thing over 
any post-road of the United States, either by mail or otherwise, any 
stamp or stamped letter envelope which has been before used for a 
like purpose, such person shall be liable to a penalty of $ 5 0 , to be recov
ered in the name o f the United States in any court having competent 
jurisdiction. (Sec. 177 of the law.)

Se c . 408. When a letter bearing a canceled stamp is posted by a per
son known to the postmaster, or whenever he shall ascertain the name 
of the person who has posted such letter with fraudulent intent, he will 
immediately present the case, by a written statement thereof, to the 
attorney for the United States in the district where his office is situated.

Se c . 409. For greater security in the transmission o f postage-stamps 
and stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards, and to 
facilitate the tracing of them when they fail to reach their destination 
in due course of mail, it is required that in each distributing and separat
ing office a record shall be kept of all packages of stamps, newspaper- 
wrappers, and postal-cards, and boxes of stamped envelopes, passing 
through to other offices, and of the pouches in which they were sent. 
The record is to be kept in the following form :
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Х О ТЕ ,— 1This arrangement of keeping a special record of the stamps and stamped envelopes is not in
tended to supersede at distributing offices the present system of registration, but is лшнтшллг. thereto. 
The boxes and packages are to be registered ami treated precisely as if they were registered letters. 
(See Chapter X X X V II i.»



Se c . 410. When a registered package of stamps, envelopes, news
paper-wrappers, or postal-cards has been forwarded from a distributing 
office, and no “  correct” return-bill therefor has been received by duo 
course of mail, a “  tracer” (blank form will bo furnished by the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency) will be sent to ascertain 
whether the package reached its destination in safety, or at what point 
and through whose fault it disappeared or was tampered with. If, 
through tliis means, it should be ascertained that the package reached 
its destination in good order, the tracer may be retained at the distribu
ting office ; but if it appears that the package was received in bad con
dition, or was lost or stolen in transit, the tracer must then be forwarded 
to tbe Third Assistant Postmaster-General. Should the tracer not bo 
returned to the distributing office in due season, a duplicate must be 
sent, and repeated until the package is accounted for.

S e c . 411. Postmasters, postal-clerks, route-agents, and all other per
sons engaged in handling the mails, will be held to a strict accounta
bility forali packages o f postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper- 
wrappers, and postal-cards passing through their hands; and the valuó 
of any package that may he lost or stolen while in transit will be charged 
to the postmaster, postal-clerk, route-agent, or other duly authorized 
person through whose fault the loss or robbery occurred.

S e c . 41 2 . T h e  original registered  num ber o f  each p ack a g e  o f  sta m p s, 
sta m p e d  e n v elo p es, n ew sp ap er-w rap p ers, or p osta l-ca rd s, w hen such  
p ack a g es are re-w rap p ed  a t a  d istr ib u tin g  office, m u st in variab ly  bo  
p laced  on th e outer w rapper.

15 P О
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C JI A PT К 11 X X V I I .
I W E L A E W E D  L E T T E R S ,  G E A R  L E T T E R S ,  A.\I> A D V E R T I S 

ING O F  L E T T E R S .

S e c . 413. Dead letters are such as have been advertised and have re
mained unclaimed one mouth after the date of advertisement, or have 
been refused, or for any reason have not reached the party addressed.

S e c . 414. Dead letters are divided into six classes, viz: “  unclaimed,* 
“  unmailable,” “  held for postage,” “  refused,” u hotel,” and “  fictitious” 
letters.

1. Uncinimeli letters are those which, having arrived at their destina
tion, are not called for by the party addressed within the time specified 
by the Postmaster-General.

2. Unmailable letters are those which cannot be forwarded to their 
destination by reason of illegible or unintelligible superscription, or the 
omission of the whole or any essential part of the address ; those which 
contain obscene or profane matter on the outside or cover; and those 
which exceed four pounds in weight.

3. Jichi forpostage letters are those upon which less than one full rate 
of postage has been prepaid ; those bearing stamps previously used, or 
cut from stamped envelopes or newspaper-wrappers. This class also 
includes packages of printed or miscellaneous matter (third class) which 
for any reason is subject to letter postage and is not prepaid at least 
one full rate. It also includes matter of the third class which is not 
fully prepaid.

4. Refused letters are those which for any reason the party addressed 
refuses to take from the office.

3. Hotel letters are those which, having been addressed to and deliv
ered at a hotel, and not received by the party addressed, are returned 
to the post-office.

0. Fictitious letters are those which are addressed to assumed or fic
titious names, or to initials.
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S e c . 415. A t  the post-office ut New York City ami offices of the first, 

second, third, and fourth classes, letters unclaimed and undelivered aro 
to be advertised w e e k l y  ; and at offices of the fifth class m o n t h l y .

Se c . 410. Unclaimed-letter lists are to be advertised in newspapers 
when it can be done without charge to the Department. In cases where 
publishers are not willing to do the work gratuitously, the list must be 
prepared in manuscript and posted conspicuously about the office. 
AVliere more than one paper desires to publish the list without charge, 
each of them must have facilities for procuring copies simultaneously. 
In no case will any allowance of pay be made for  advertising any such lists 
without special instructions from the Third Assistant Fost master-Generai.

Se c . 417. Where offices are specially authorized to pay for adver
tising lists of undelivered letters, the publication must be made in the 
paper having the largest bona-fide circulation within the delivery of the 
office at which the letters are undelivered.

Se c . 41S. In case of question or dispute as to the circulation of any 
paper claiming the advertisement of the undelivered letters, it shall be 
the duty of the postmaster, on the first Monday of January in each 
year hereafter, to receive evidence and decide upon the fact; such de
cision shall remain one year, unless for good cause the Postmaster-Gen
eral shall otherwise order, or the paper to which the award was made 
shall refuse to continue the publication at the price allowed by law ; and 
the evidence upon which the postmaster decides to give the printing to 
a particular paper shall always be open to inspection. In all such cases 
the postmaster shall, at least one week prior to the day of receiving 
such evidence, fix and define the limits and boundaries of the territory 
deemed by him to be embraced within the range o f the delivery of his 
office, by a plain and intelligible written statement, to be signed by 
him and filed in his office, and of which every person claiming the 
advertisement shall be entitled to take a copy. Such-postmaster shall 
require, as a part o f the evidence on which he is to make his decision, 
an affidavit of the proprietor or printer of such newspaper for which 
the advertisement is claimed, or of the clerk or foreman in the office of 
such paper, showing his means of knowledge in respect to the circula
tion of such newspaper within the limits o f the district so embraced in 
the range of the delivery of such office, and stating the average, actual, 
ordinary, and bona-fide circulation of each regular issue o f such paper 
within such district for the four weeks ending on the Saturday next 
prior to the day on which such evidence is received; and that such cir
culation has not, during said four weeks, been increased by any gratui
tous circulation, by a reduction in price below the ordinary and usual 
price of such paper, or by any other extraordinary means for the pur
pose, in whole or in part, of obtaining any list or lists of undelivered 
letters for publication ; and such average, actual, ordinary, and bona-fide 
circulation of each regular issue o f snch paper for such four weeks, as 
established by such affidavit, and the other evidence submitted to such
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postmaster, shall he deemed the circulation on which the question of 
the greater circulation shall be determined. Other evidence, in addition 
to such affidavit, in corroboration thereof, or in contradiction of the 
same, may be submitted by any party interested in the decision.

Sec . 419. Undelivered foreigu letters may be advertised, under tlm 
restrictions set forth in Section 41G, in a paper printed in the language 
most used by the parties to whom the letters are addressed.

Sec . 420. In cases where the Department agrees to pay for this work, 
the price is limited to one cent for each name published, and this amount 
must be added to the postage due on the letters aud collected on delivery, 
and charged by the postmaster to himself in the account-current; but 
where the list is published by the papers gratuitously, or is posted in 
manuscript, no charge whatever for advertising is to be made upon the 
delivery of the letter.

Sec. 421. The following classes of letters are not to be advertised, viz:
1. S p ecia l-req u est letters, i. <?., letters bearing request to be returned 

to the writer if unclaimed, or to he retained a specified time.
2. Letters intended for persons who reg u la rly  call at or send to the 

post-office.
3. Local or drop letters.
4. Letters returned to the writer from the Dead-Letter Office.
5. Letters directed to persons at hotels, and returned from thence to 

the post-office.
G. Letters which the parties addressed refuse to receive.
7. Letters addressed to persons k n o w n  to be deceased, and which are 

not claimed by the legal representatives.
8. Letters addressed to parties who have rem o v ed  to places unknown.
9. Letters addressed to parties who have removed, but whose post-office 

address is known.
10. Official letters from any department or bureau o f the Government.
11. Circulars and other printed matter.
12. Letters at sea-port towns intended for persons on board of certain 

designated vessels exp ected  to arrive.
13. Letters bearing f ic t i t io u s  or assumed a d d resses, or addressed simply 

to in itia ls.

Sec. 422. When a postmaster has sp ecia l reason to believe any letter 
can be delivered to the person addressed by holding it more than one 
month, he may write or stamp upon such letter tlm words, “  S p ecia lly  

held f o r  d e liv e r y ,”  and hold it not exceeding three months from the date 
o f its receipt at his office.

Sec. 423. Letters addressed to parties who regularly call at or send 
to the office may be retained for delivery ; also where a sp ec ia l requ est to 
th a t cfi'ect is made by the party addressed; but the period of such reten
tion must not exceed three months from the date of the receipt at the 
office, and they must be indorsed as required by the preceding section.

Sec. 424. Letters sp ec ia lly  held f o r  d e liv e r y  under the two preceding
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sections may be advertised at the expiration of the time during which 
they have been held.

Sec. 42o. All marks or memoranda upon an unclaimed letter must be 
carefully examined before it is advertised, and when published the 
word “ Advertised," with the date of advertisement, must bo plainly 
written or stamped upon its face.

Se c . 426. All unclaimed advertised letters at offices of the first, second, 
third, and fourth classes must be returned to the Dead-Letter Office at 
the expiration o f four weeks after the date of advertisement ; and at 
offices o f the fifth class one month after advertisement. In this way 
offices that advertise weekly will make a return of dead letters to the 
Department weekly, and at offices where the advertisement is done 
monthly, the return will be made monthly.

Se c . 427. If there should be no letters to send to the Dead-Letter Office 
at the proper time, a bill with that fact stated thereon must be trans
mitted to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.

S e c . 42$. In addition to the date of advertising written or stamped 
on the face of each dead letter, the reason for its non-delivery must bo 
marked thereon, as “  U nclaim ed “  Removed,” u Deceased f  “  Refusedf 
&c.; and on the reverse or sealed side must be written or stamped the 
name of the office and the date of its return to the Dead-Letter Office.

S e c . 429. If the seal of a dead letter bo. broken by accident, or by 
having been delivered to the wrong person, the fact must be noted 
upon it, and the letter rescaled previous to forwarding the same to the 
Dead.Letter Office.

Se c . 430. In making a return of dead letters to the Department, each 
class of letters—viz : fully paid domestic letters, fully paid foreign letters, 
domestic letters on which any postage is due, foreign letters on which 
postage is due, local or drop letters, return letters, refused letters—with
out regard to the reasons for non-delivery, must be put into separate 
parcels or packages, with the contents plainly marked on the outside. 
The whole must be inclosed in one package and addressed to the Third 
Assistant Dost master-General, Dead-Letter Office, Washington, D. C., and 
indorsed on the upper left-hand corner of the wrapper, “  Weekly or 
monthly (as the case may be) return o f  dead letters fro m ---------.”

Se c . 431. Each return of dead letters must be accompanied by a bill 
made on the priu ted form specially provided for the purpose. The name 
of the office, (county and State,) the date of return, and the date of 
the advertisement of the letters, must be plainly given on the face of the 
bill, and the date of return to the Dead-Letter Office indorsed on the 
back, in the proper spaces provided therefor. (These bills are furnished 
by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency.)

Sec. 432. Each return must be accompanied by a duplicate of the 
advertised list, whether printed or in manuscript, which must be so 
marked that the letters that have been delivered can be distinguished 
from those sent to the Dead-Letter Office. This should be done by
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drawing a heavy pencil-line across the names of those that have been 
delivered.

Sec. 433. Duplicate lists of all dead letters sent to the Department 
must bo preserved by the postmaster in his oilice for reference.

Sec. 434. Whenever the number of letters, of any description, to bo 
returned, materially exceeds one hundred, they must be put in two or 
more packages, and each securely enveloped and tied ; and particular 
care must then be taken to number consecutively the several packages 
o f letters, beginning with No. 1, and to place the bill in the highest 
numbered package, marking the same “  Bill and also to mark on the 
outside of each package the description of letters contained therein. 
The dead-letter bill must he folded and secured from injury by placing it 
under the first letter o f the package. The whole return must then be 
wrapped in one package, as provided by Section 430.

Se c . 43Õ. If the number of packages of dead letters embraced in oue 
return is so great that they cannot bo conveniently enveloped in one 
liar cel, they must be placed in a locked pouch, to which must be attached 
a wooden or leather label-tag, addressed on one side, “  Dead-Letter
Office, Washington, D. θ'.,” and on the reverse u Dead letters fr o m --------- fi
giving the name of the office and date of mailing. It is o f the utmost 
importance to guard against the separation o f the several packages 
embraced in the same return.

Se c . 430. From the duplicate dead-letter bills retained by the post
master he will, at the end of each quarter, make an aggregate bill, 
showing the whole number of letters o f each class sent to the depart
ment during the quarter, with the amount of charges due thereon, 
giving the respective rates. This aggregate bill will be attached to the 
quarterly account-current, and the amount of charges carried to article 
No. 1) of the same. Th e  c o r r e c tn e ss  oe t h e  h il l  m u st  b e  v e r i 
f ie d  BY Ills AFFIDAVIT.

Sec. 437. Letters originating in any of the departments of the Gov
ernment at Washington which are unclaimed at the expiration of the 
specified time must be enveloped and addressed to the department in 
w hich they originated, care being taken to mark on each the reason of 
non-deli very, as well as the date o f receipt at the office, and the date of 
return. A list of all so returned must be filed in the office, and a copy 
of the same, showing the date of return to the office from which they 
originated, must be sent with the regular monthly or weekly return to 
the Dead Letter Office. These letters must never be sent to the Dead-Letter 
Office.

Sec. 438. Eegistered letters unclaimed one month after advertisement 
must be returned to the office from which originally received, to be de
livered to the writers thereof. (See regulations respecting the regis
tration of letters, Section 4i)G.) If the names of the writers do not appear 
upon registered letters, and they remain unclaimed one month after 
advertisement, they must be carefully enveloped in one package, accom-
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pa η ied by two lists showing the registered number, office of mailiug, 
and full address o f the letter, (one of which will bo verified at the De
partment and returned to the postmaster,) and addressed to the “ Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D. C.,” indorsed “  Dead 
registered letters from --------- ,” and mailed in conformity with the regu
lations respecting registered letters, Section 497. In no case must dead 
registered letters be sent in the same parcel with the return of ordinary 
dead letters.

S e c . ‘139. From offices of the second, third, fourth, and fifth classes 
the “  гпнпаИаЫе”  and “ hotel” letters and letters held fo r  postage are to 
be'returned to the Dead-Letter Office once in each week, separate from  
the return o f regular dead letters. The package must be plainly indorsed 
“  Uumailable letters” “  Held lor postage,” or “  Hotel letters,” as the 
case may be, and must contain a list giving the full address of each letter 
contained therein.

From the office at New York City, and offices of the first class, this 
return must be made daily.

Se c . 440. Unclaimed prepaid letters which bear special request for 
their return w ithin a specified number of days must be promptly re
turned by the postmaster at the expiration of the time mentioned, and 
if no time is given for such return they must be returned at the expira
tion of thirty days from the date of receipt at the office.

S e c . 441. Prepaid letters bearing the name and address or the busi
ness card of the w riter must also be returned to the office of mailing for 
delivery to the writer at the expiration of thirty days, if unclaimed. In 
no case must letters indorsed with the name and address or business 
card of the writers, whether bearing a special request or not, be sent to 
the Dead Letter Office.

Se c . 442. Letters named in the two preceding sections must not bo 
returned to the writers unless the full amount o f postage originalii/ duo 
thereon was prepaid.

SEC. 443. Letters bearing “  hotel ” cards should, il' not claimed by the 
party addressed, be returned to the mailing office, and by the postmas
ter there presented to the hotel named, the proprietors or clerks of 
which can at once say if such letters originated with them or are on their 
business; if not, then the postmaster should so mark and return them 
to the Dead Letter Office. It is not proper to deliver them simply accord
ing to the card, because in a majority of cases they will prove to have 
been written by some transient guest, or some one who has used their 
envelope, but is not in any way connected with the establishment.

Se c . 444. Postmasters must sec that proprietors of hotels do not re
tain letters addressed to their care longer than thirty days.

Se c . 443. Requests printed on circulars or newspapers are not to bo 
regarded. ^

Se c . 440. The dates of receiving letters bearing special request 
must be carefully written or stamped upon them, and also the dates of*
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remailing them to the writers; and when so remailed, the words “  Re
turned to writer” should be plainly written or stamped across the face of 
each, and the whole original address erased.

S e c . 417. If, after their return to the writers, such letters are not de
livered within one month, they must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office 
with other unclaimed letters.

Se c . 448. Λ  statement of the whole number of such letters sent back 
to the writers during each quarter must be sent by special letter to the 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. Such statement must never be in
cluded in the quarterly returns.

S e c . 449. When dead letters containing money are forwarded to a 
postmaster for delivery to the owners thereof, every effort must be made 
to discover the proper party to whom they may be delivered, and to 
this end these letters are inclosed to the postmaster open, that he may 
be enabled to properly identify the owner or claimant. I f it becomes 
necessary to read the letter to discover the writer or owner thereof, 
the strictest secrecy must be maintained as to the contents, and under no cir
cumstances whatever can a postmaster, or any other person through 
whoso hands such letters pass, be allowed to make any exchange for 
other funds of the money originally contained therein. A  violation o f  
this regulation will subject the offender to immediate dismissal from office.

Se c . 450. When such letters cannot be delivered by the postmaster, 
after holding thirty days from date of receipt, the reason for non delivery 
must be indorsed on the circular which accompanies each letter, when 
they must be carefully enveloped, sealed, and addressed to the “ Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, Dead-Letter Office, Washington, D. C.,” 
properly registered. I f a postmaster neglects to register packages con
taining valuable dead letters when returning them to the Department, 
and they are lost, lie will be held responsible for the amount of money 
in each.

Se c . 451. Dead letters containing money or other inclosures, sent from 
the Department for delivery to the owners, must never be forwarded to 
another office, bnt must be returned to the Department with all the in
formation obtainable as to the present whereabouts of the writer or owner; 
nor must they be retained by the postmaster longer than one month, 
unless he lias been specially authorized by thcDepartment to hold them 
for a longer period. .

Se c . 452. Letters containing articles of value, other Ilian money, are 
not tobe registered when returned to the Department, (unless they were 
received registered;) hut they must be inclosed in one sealed envelope 
or package and addressed to the uThird Assistant Postmaster-General, 
Dead-Letter Office, Washington, D. C.n other kind of letters must be 
sent in the same package.

S e c . 453. “ Return letters,” i. e., dead letters without any inclosure, 
may be forwarded to another office when necessary to deliver the same 
to the writer.
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Sec. 454. The date of receipt must be written or stamped upon every 
“  return letter.” and if refused, or, from any other cause, not delivered, 
such letters must be included in the next weekly or monthly return o f 
dead letters thereafter, postmarked on the sealed side, and with the 
reason for non delivery specified on each letter.

Sec. 455. Unclaimed domestic circulars, newspapers, and periodical 
publications are not to be returned to the Dead-Letter Otlice, but must 
be sold at the expiration of each quarter (after due notification to the 
publishers) as waste paper for tbc highest price obtainable, which must 
beentered in Article Xo. 1G of the quarterly account-current and accounted 
for as other postal funds. If the publisher of any periodical or news
paper shall send to the postmaster a request for the return of any of his 
unclaimed publications, with a sufficient sum to pay the postage due 
thereon and for the return thereof, such matter shall be returned to 
him.

Sec. 450. Books, pamphlets, and all foreign printed matter, when 
unclaimed the usual time, must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office as part 
o f the regular weekly or monthly return, but no entry thereof need be 
made on the bill.

Sec. 457. When any newspaper or magazine, regularly sent through 
the mails, has been refused by a subscriber thereto, or not called for by 
him for one month, the postmaster will write a statement of the facts 
to the publisher of the same, under cover to the postmaster where such 
publication is mailed, to be by him delivered to the publisher.

Sec . 458. Obscene books or other matter deposited in a post-office, 
when the party depositing the same is unknown to the postmaster, 
must be sent to the Third Assistant Postmaster- Gener al, in a sealed 
package, and at the same time a letter must be forwarded containing 
all particulars in reference to such package.

Sec . 459. Fictitious letters, i. c., those addressed to fictitious or as
sumed names, or to initials, must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office from 
the offices at Xew York City and offices o f the first, second, and third 
classes each week, and from offices o f the fourth and fifth classes each 
month. They must be accompanied by a bill showing the number of 
letters to each address, and each letter must be plainly marked on its 
face, ‘1 Fict ilio us.”

Sec. 4G0. Postmasters, or others, in making application to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster General for the return of a dead letter, must give 
the address on the letter in full, the name and address o f the writer, 
and where and when it was mailed, the contents, (whether money, 
drafts, or other articles of value,) the date it was advertised or de
tained as “ unmailable,” or “ held for postage,” and when it was sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office. I f  the letter was registered, the registered 
number must be given.

Sec. 4G1. No record whatever is kept in the Dead-Letter Office of 
letters which do not contain articles of value; and it is therefore use
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less to apply for the return of such letters. Whenever it is possible 
they are returned to the writers, and if not so returned are destroyed.

Se c . 402. Foreign letters are not retained in the Dead-Letter Office, 
but are at once returned, unopened, to the countries in which they orig
inated.



CHA P T E R X X V I I I .
R E G IS T R A T IO N  ОГ L E T T E R S .

Se c . 403. Only letters, or other mail-matter on which letter rate of 
postage is fully prepaid, can be registered.

Se c . 401. The fee for registering a domestic letter, i. e., a letter mailed 
at any post-office in the United States or Territories, and addressed to 
any other office in the United States or Territories, is fixed at fifteen 
cents, in addition to the regular letter rate o f postage.

S e c . 4Ö5. Letters and other correspondence can be registered to the 
following foreign countries and places, on prepayment o f a fee of eight 
(8) cents in addition to the established rates of postage, (see table of 
postages, chapter of foreign mails,) viz: Belgium, Germany, Great 
Britain and Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, The Netherlands, Panama, Shanghai, 
Switzerland, Yokohama, (Japan;) and to the following countries, on 
prepayment of a lee of ten (10) cents in addition to the established 
rates o f postage, viz : Brazil, Denmark, Faroe Islands, Greenland, Ice
land, New Zealand, (via San Francisco.)

Se c . 400. Letters and other correspondence can be registered, via 
England, to any of the following-named countries and places, on pre
payment of a fee of sixteen (lfi) cents in addition to the established 
rates o f postage, viz: Australia, Azores Islands, Borneo,Cape of Good 
Hope, Cape de Verde Islands, East India, Falkland Islands, Fernando 
Po, Gambia, Gibraltar, Gobi Coast, Java, Lagos, (Africa,) Liberia, 
Madeira, Malta, Mauritius, Natal, New Zealand, Philippine Islands, 
Portugal, Sierra Leone, St. Helena.

Se c . 407. Letters ONLY can be registered, via British Packet Agencies 
at St. Thomas, Havana, or Panama, to any of the following places on 
prepayment of a fee of eight (8) cents in addition to the established 
rates of postage, viz: Belize, Bolivia, Chili, Graytown, Guiana, Peru, 
Turks Island, V est Indies.



236

Se c . 4GS. Letters o n l y  can be registered, via Germany, to any of the 
following countries and places, on prepayment of a fee of eight (8) 
cents in addition to the established rates of postage, viz: Constantino
ple, Egypt, (Lower and Middle,) Greece, Heligoland, Jerusalem, Molda
via, Norway, Roumania, Russia, Servia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Walla
ch ia.

S e c . 409. Letters ONLY can be registered, on prepayment of a fee of 
five (5) cents in addition to the established rates of postage, to Canada, 
Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland.

Se c . 470. The following-named blanks are required for use in the 
registration of letters, and are furnished on application to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, viz :

Registered.letter bill and return registered-letter bili.
Registered-letter receipts. (Receipt for a registered letter, with cor

responding marginal entry, and return registered-letter receipt.)
Account of registered letters received.
Account o f registered letters seat.
Receipts for registered letters delivered.
Record of registered matter in transit.
Receipt for registered packages.
Record-books for postal-clerks and route-agents.
Se c . 471. Registered-package envelopes and seals, and ordinary en

velopes for official use in the registration of letters, arc furnished, on 
application, by the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.

Se c . 472. Postmasters must not allow their supply o f registered- 
package envelopes and seals, or any o f the blanks used, to become 
exhausted. Being without these articles will not be accepted by the 
Department as an excuse for refusing to register.

S e c . 473. In case the supply o f these envelopes at any post-office 
shall become exhausted before the new supply ordered has been 
received, ìlio postmaster will obtain from the nearest post-office such 
number as can be conveniently spared, being careful to return an equal 
number when the new supply arrives. This practice o f borrowing, 
however, must not become habitual, and a postmaster will not be 
considered excusable for allowing his supply of “  registered-package 
envelopes” to become exhausted a second time.

Se c . 474. When a letter is presented for registration at any post- 
office, the postmaster must require that the name and post-office address 
o f the writer thereof be indorsed on its face; he must see that the 
postage, as well as the “  fee” for registering, is fully  prepaid by postage- 
stamps affixed to such letter; he will then lill out the “ receipt fo ra  
registered letter,” entering the registered number of the letter, the date 
and name of his office, the name and address of the writer, and the 
address of the letter, sign and deliver it to the person presenting the 
letter, after filling up the corresponding marginal stub in the same 
manner. (The marginal entry or stub is to be retained by the postmaster.)
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The letter will tlieu be plainly numbered to correspond with the receipt 
given to the sender, and postmarked, and the stamp thereon canceled. 
The “ return registered-letter receipt” is next to be filled out with the 
same items as have been inserted in the marginal stub ; this receipt 
must be attached to the letter in such manner that it can be readily 
removed at the office at which the letter is to be delivered.

S e c . -175. The postmaster will then enter in a “ registered-letter bill,” 
on the first line in the heading, the name o f his office ; on the second 
line, the date o f mailing; and on the third line, the name of the office 
to which the same is to be sent lie  will next enter in the proper col
umns in the body of the bill the name of the party to whom the letter 
is addressed, and that of the office o f destination; also the number o f 
the letter, and the number of the registered-package envelope in which 
it is to be inclosed. Then record the letter on “ account of registered 
letters sent,”  copying thereon the items given in “ registered-letter bill.”  
The “ return registered-letter bill,” which must be separated from the 
“ registered-letter bill,” will then be filled up the same as the “ regis
tered-letter bill,” except that the name of the office to which it is to be 
sent must be inserted on the first line in the heading, the second line 
left blank for date of receipt at the office to which it is to be sent, and 
the third line in the heading must contain the name of the mailing 
office, together with the time of mailing. When the time approaches for 
closing the mail, he will inclose the letter, together with the “ registered- 
letter bill,” in the “ registered-package envelope,” which must be se
curely sealed, plainly postmarked, with the date o f mailing, numbered, 
addressed to the postmaster at the office to which it is sent, and placed 
in the proper pouch, or delivered into the hands of the route-agent 
or postal-railway clerk authorized to receive the same. The “ return 
registered-letter bill” must be inclosed in an envelope, (furnished by the 
Department for the purpose,) and forwarded (unregistered) by the same 
mail to the postmaster to whom the registered package envelope is ad
dressed.

Se c . 470. If there be a distributing office located on the route be
tween the mailing office and the office of destination of the letter, the 
postmaster must, in filling up the “  registered-letter bill” and return 
bill, enter under the proper heading the name of such distributing post- 
office, adding the initials “  J). Г . O .,” and in the body of the bills give 
the office of destination, and the registered-package envelope must be 
addres'sed to the postmaster at such distributing office. Should there 
be more than one distributing office on the route between the mailing 
office and office of destination, the letter must be billed and enveloped 
to the LAST of such distributing offices.

Se c . 477. Postmasters at distributing offices must be careful to re
tain in their accounts of registered letters, and on the registered-letter 
bills, the o r ig in a l  n u m b e r  of the letters.

Se c . 47S. In case a package too large to be inclosed in a “ registered-
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package envelope” is presented for registration at any post-office, it 
should be securely wrapped, and a “ registered-package envelope,” 
properly directed and numbered, secured to the wrapper by paste, 
twine, or otherwise, in such a manner that it will not become displaced 
before reaching its destination. The weight of a package, however, 
must not exceed four pounds, the limit fixed by law.

Se c . 479. If the letter is destined for a foreign country, no “  return 
registered letter receipt ” is required to be used. The registered-letter 
bill and return registered-letter bill must be prepared for mailing to the 
proper exchange office, and the registered-package envelope addressed to 
such office. The list of exchange offices is given in Chapter XLII.

S e c . 4 8 0 .  Registered letters must never be sent except inclosed in 
one of the “ registered package envelopes” furnished by the Department 
for that purpose to all post-offices.

S e c . 4 S I .  Registered-package envelopes, when mailed, must never be 
wrapped in paper or tied in a package witli letters or other matter. 
The postmaster, his deputy, or a duly qualified clerk, must be prepared 
at any time to make affidavit that any particular “  registered-package 
envelope” left the mailing office inclosed in a pouch properly locked and 
labeled, and was forwarded by the proper route; and in all cases where 
it is practicable, tiro persons should be present at the mailing of a reg
istered-package envelope, and be prepared to testify as above, in case it 
should be required.

S e c . 482. The numbering of registered letters must commence anew 
each quarter; the first one received being No. 1, the second Xo. 2, and 
so on to the end o f the quarter. The registered-package envelopes must 
also be numbered anew each quarter, commencing with Xo. 1.

S e c . 4 8 3 .  If a. registered-package envelope is to be transmitted over 
a route on which there is a route-agent or postal-railway clerk, the 
postmaster will lill up a “  receipt for registered packages,” which, with 
the packages, he will deliver to such agent or clerk, who will, if possible, 
immediately sign and return him the receipt; but if it is to be trans
mitted over a route on which there is nó route-agent or postal-railway 
clerk, the postmaster will, after tilling up the receipt, attach it to the 
registered-package envelope in such manner that it can be easily re
moved, and place it in the pouch. The postmaster at the office where 
the pouch is next opened will detach, sign, and return the receipt by 
mail to the postmaster by whom sent.

S e c . 484. The postmaster opening a pouch as provided for in the 
preceding section, after signing and returning the receipt, will affix to 
the envelope a similar receipt, which in turn will be detached at the 
next office, signed, and returned to him. This process will be repeated 
by every postmaster opening the pouch until it reaches its destination, 
thus forming a chain of receipts.

S e c . 485. Every postmaster, route-agent, or railway clerk through 
whose bauds a “ registered-package envelope” shall pass in transmission
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through the mail, is required to make a record of the number, postmark, 
and direction of the same, in the book or blank sheet provided for that 
purpose, together with its condition when received by him.

S e c . 480. Postmasters at separating offices, and postmasters at all 
offices where pouches are opened containing mail-matter for other offices 
on the same route, will make upon the sheets of “ record of registered 
matter in transit” a note of every registered package o f letters, stamps, 
or envelopes which may pass through their offices, entering the number, 
date, postmark, and direction of each such package, and the condition 
thereof. They will be at all times prepared to make prompt reply to 
any inquiry from a special agent or postmaster concerning any such 
package. The “ registered-package envelopes” are of so conspicuous 
an appearance that their presence among the contents of any opened 
mail-pouch cannot fail to bo observed, and an omission to make the 
note required will not be excused. The sheets upon which these entries 
are made must be carefully preserved by tbc postmaster, kept in good 
order, and be at all times open to the inspection of special agents.

Se c . 487. In no case sballa postmaster, route-agent, or postal-clerk 
give a receipt for a registered letter without carefully examining it and 
indorsing a statement of its condition across the face of the receipt, 
and also in the blank printed for the purpose on flic envelope, together 
with bis name and that of bis office or route, and the date of receipt. 
In case the length of time the mail conveyance stops at a station will 
not permit of the careful examination of the registered package pre
sented by the postmaster for receipt and transmission, the agent or 
clerk will examine the same at the earliest possible moment, and return 
the receipt by mail to the postmaster from whom lie received the package.

Se c . 4SS. Registered matter that is to pass from a route-agent or 
postal-clerk into the bauds of another railway postal-clerk or route- 
agent, on a connecting or intersecting route leading from or past a way 
office on lí is route at which he delivers mail, for which bo cannot at the 
time obtain a receipt of such clerk or agent, lie will send with a receipt, 
the same as above directed in case of registered matter for delivery 
from such way office, and the postmaster at .such way office is required 
to sign and return such receipt by the next mail to the address o f the 
postal-clerk or route-agent leaving the same, and to take a receipt of 
the postal-clerk or agent to whom he may deliver such registered 
matter. When this receipt is returned properly signed, lie will make 
a note of the fact on his book of record opposite the description o f the 
registered package, and iile away the receipt for future reference.

Se c . 480. W hen a head clerk or route-agent lias registered matter 
that is to pass through the hands of another railway postal-clerk or 
route-agent, on a connecting or intersecting route leading from or past 
iıiş terminal office, and he cannot at the time obtain a receipt of such 
clerk or agent, (as positive safety to registered matter is o f  m o r e  importance 
than expedition, and as there is no positive safety icithout a perfect chain of
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receipts,) lie will take such registered matter into his terminal office, and 
take a receipt for the same upon his book of record the same as for 
registered matter left there for delivery.

Sec. 490. All registered packages, including stamps, stamped envel
opes and postal-cards, mast, when practicable, be conveyed by route- 
agents or postal-clerks in a leather pouch separate from all other mail- 
matter. They must be receipted for by route-agents or postal-clerks 
personally, and delivered by them personally to the proper officers, except 
iu case a package is destined for a way office on a route, when the same 
will be placed in the pouch for that office, with a receipt attached, which 
the postmaster receiving will sign and return by the next mail.

Sec. 491. All registered matter must be kept separate from the ordi
nary mail, and in that part of the office most secure from accident or 
theft.

Sec. 492. On the arrival of a mail at any office, the pouch shall be 
opened only by the postmaster, his deputy, or a sworn clerk; and if a 
“ registered-package envelope” addressed to the postmaster be found, 
search shall be made among the ordinary letters received by the same 
mail for the envelope addressed to the postmaster containing the “ return 
bill,” which should have been sent at the same time. The “ registered- 
package envelope” will then be opened, (by cutting the end thereof,) 
and retained on fi le, and the registered numbers and addresses of the 
registered letters contained therein compared with the entries which 
appear on the registered and return bills, i f  these are found to cor
respond, the date on which the letter or letters are received must be 
entered on the return bill, and the word “  Correct” indorsed thereon, 
with the signature of the postmaster, and the “ return bill” forwarded 
by next mail to the postmaster of the office from which it was received. 
The number, name of person addressed, and postmark (with date) on 
each letter, are then to be entered on the sheet of “ receipts for reg
istered letters delivered,”  each item in its proper column, and the appro
priate entries, copied from the registered-letter bill, made in the accouut 
of “ registered letters received.”

Sec. 493. When a registered package is received at an office for de
livery, the postmaster will require the person receiving it to sign his or 
her name iu the last column of the sheet o f “ receipts for registered 
letters delivered,” and also sign the “  return registered letter receipt.” 
The date o f delivery must then be entered in the column headed “ date 
of delivery” on the sheet of receipts, and the postmark of the office of 
delivery must be affixed to the return receipt, which will be detached 
from the letter and immediately forwarded, in one of (he envelopes fu r- 
nishedby the Department, to the postmaster at the office where the letter 
was originally mailed, who will deliver the return receipt to the person who 
sent the letter. (It will be noted that the return bill is always to be re
turned to the postmaster at the office from which the registered-letfcr 
bill was received, whether it be a distributing office or the office of origi-
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nal mailing ; but the return receipt is iu all eases to be returned to the 
office from which the letter was originali!/ sent.) Registered letters must 
never be delivered to any person but the one to whom they are addressed, 
or to a person whom the postmaster knows to be authorized to receive 
them. A  receipt for each registered letter delivered must always appear 
on the sheet provided for that purpose.

Sec. 494. Upon the receipt o f a registered letter for delivery, the 
postmaster must ascertain whether the full postage atul registry fee are 
prepaid thereon, as required by law ; and if any part o f the postage re
mains unpaid, it must be collected from the receiver, and stamps to the 
amount affixed to the letter and canceled before delivery.

Sec. 49Õ. When a registered letter arrives addressed to a person who 
has removed, or who for any other cause wishes it forwarded to him at 
another office, it may be done at his written request. A  memorandum of 
the order to forward should be entered on the account of registered 
letters received, opposite the name of the person making the request. 
The letter should then be sent forward as a registered letter, in the same 
manner as if originally mailed as one, but no additional registry fee nor 
postage is to be charged on it. The order for forwarding must be filed 
by the postmaster as his voucher.

Sec. 49(5. If a registered letter or package received at an oflice for de
livery is not delivered within the specified time, će., thirty days or such 
time as may be named in a request indorsed on the tace o f the letter, 
the postmaster must, if within that period he has been unable to deliver 
it, return it to the postmaster at the mailing office, duly registered, with
out additional charge for registry or postage, provided the letter bears 
the name of the writer on its face. But if the name o f the writer does 
not appear, it must be forwarded to the Dead-Letter Office, as provided 
in Section 438, chapter on dead letters.

S e c . 497. On receipt of a “ returned”  registered letter, the post
master will deliver it to the writer, taking a receipt therefor ; but if, 
after reasonable and diligent effort, it cannot be so delivered, the post
master will, at the expiration of thirty days from its receipt, forward it 
to the Dead-Letter Office.

S e c . 498. If, on the opening o f a pouch arriving at any post office, a 
return bill be found addressed to the postmaster, and no corresponding 
registered package envelope nor registered letters be found or received 
within a few days, the postmaster will indorse the same “ Mot received,” 
and forward it by mail to the postmaster at the office from which it was 
sent, and also report all the facts by letter to the Second Assistant 
Postmaster General, depredation division, Washington, 1). C.; also to 
the nearest resident special agent of the Department, in order that the 
case may be investigated. Iu case the missing letters should after
ward be received, the postmaster will at once notify the above men
tioned officers of the fact. If, on the arrival of a “ registered-pack
age envelope ” at any post-office, no return bill has been received, the 
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postmaster will, after opening the “  registered-package envelope,” fill up 
from the numbers, addresses, &c., of the registered letters, a return bill, 
and send it to the postmaster at the office from which the u registered- 
package envelope” was sent, indorsing upon the same as follows: “ No 
bill r e ce iv ed which will be considered an acknowledgment of the receipt 
o f the letters. If the bill should afterward arrive, it should be indorsed 

Correct,” and forwarded according to instructions above.
S eo . 4ü9. Registered-package envelopes which have been received at 

an office, and the contents properly delivered, returned, or forwarded to 
the Dead-Letter Office, must be kept on file for a period o f twelve 
months from date o f receipt, when they will be forwarded to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General.

S e c . 500. At the expiration of each quarter, postmasters must for
ward to the Department (Third Assistant Postmaster-General) a report, 
showing, separately, the number of domestic registered letters sent and 
fees thereon ; number of foreign registered letters aud fees thereon ; and 
registered-package envelopes used, of each class.

Se c . 501. Postmasters receiving registered letters from foreign coun
tries, with “  return registered-letter receipts” attached, will be careful to 
have the same properly signed, &c., by the persou addressed, and im
mediately returned to the United States exchange offices from which 
such letters and receipts were received—New York, Philadelphia, Bos
ton, or Chicago, as the case may be.

Se c . 502. Postmasters, special agents, and all others in the service 
are particularly enjoined to report promptly any neglect or violation o f 
these regulations which may come to their knowledge; and upon satis
factory proof thereof being presented to the Department, the post
master, route-agent, or other officer in fault tvill be liable to immediate 
removal from office. A  disregard o f the regulations can easily be dis
covered, and the delinquent officer brought to account for his miscon
duct. But it is expected that all connected with the service will feel 
such an interest in its efficiency and improvement as to induce them, 
from that motive alone, to give careful attention to every duty pre
scribed.

S e c . 503. Registered matter passing between distributing post-offices, 
after being billed and enveloped in accordance with Sections 474 and 475, 
must be inclosed in a pouch, secured by a lock furnished by the Depart
ment for the purpose, with a label affixed thereto bearing the name of 
the office of destination o f such pouch, and also the postmark of the 
mailing office. The pouch will then be delivered into the hands of the 
proper route-agent or postal clerk, who will receipt for and otherwise 
treat the same as though it were a registered package.

[N o t e .—The Department has not, as yet, determined upon the lock 
to be used, as provided in the preceding section ; but upon the adoption 
of a lock, the proper offices will be furnished with the same, together 
with full instructions as to its use.J
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Sec. 504. rostmasters will band to the letter-carriers, for delivery, all 
registered letters, (except those addressed to box-holders.) first requir
ing them to sign their names in the last column of the sheet for “  re
ceipts for registered letters delivered.” The carrier will, on the deliv
ery of every such letter, require the person receiving it to sign the 
“  return registered-letter receipt,” and also a receipt for the same in a 
book furnished for that purpose.

Sec. 505. Under Section 190 of the law, it is the duty of post
masters to register, without fee, all letters containing fractional or other 
currency of the United States sent to the Treasurer o f the United 
States for redemption, and delivered to them for mailing.

In every such case they will be governed by the following regula
tions :

First. They will require the contents of every such letter or package 
to be exhibited to them, with a descriptive list o f the contents, giving 
an accurate and detailed description of the money to be remitted. In 
the case of fractional currency, the number and denomination of pieces 
will be sufficient ; but o f currency of denomination of one dollar and 
upward, the letter, number or series, and date of each note, as well as 
the denomination, must be given.

Second. This list must be carefully examined and compared with the 
money to be remitted, and when found to be correct will be filed in the 
office, to be subject at all times to the inspection of proper agents of this 
Department.

Third. The money will then be inclosed and the package sealed in 
presence of the postmaster, who will then give the usual registered- 
letter receipt therefor.

Fourth. The letter or package will then be disposed of in the same 
manner as is provided for other registered letters; but for the sake of 
further security, the postmaster must be ready to prove beyond question, 
in every case, by a disinterested witness, that such letter or package was 
duly mailed in the mode prescribed for registered letters ; otherwise, 
should the letter or package be lost, he will be held responsible 
therefor.

Sec. 50G. Under the above-mentioned section (190) of the law, the 
postmaster at Washington will register, in like manner, without fee, all 
letters mailed by the Treasurer of the United States marked with the 
word “  register.”

Sec. 507. While the Department does not claim to hold postmasters 
responsible under their official bond for registered packages, yet, in 
order as far as possible to protect the public, they and all other agents 
of the Department handling the said packages, and failing to account 
for the same, will Ire held responsible for the value of their contents.



C H  A  P T  E R X X I X .

O F F IC E  OF T H E  VI D ÍT O K  OF T H E  T R E A S U R Y  F O K  T H E  
P O S T -O F F IC  E H E P  A R T  MEM T .

S e c . Õ0S, To this office, which is not a bureau o f the Post-Office De
partment, but an office of the Treasury Department, established for the 
adjustment and preservation o f the accounts of the former, are assigned 
the duties of examining the returns of postmasters, aud of notifying 
them of errors found therein; of adjusting their accounts; of designa
ting the post-offices from which contractors shall make collections, and 
of furnishing them the blank orders and receipts necessary for that pur
pose; aud, upon receipt of such collection-orders, together with the 
acknowledgments of collections and of certificates from the inspection- 
office of the performance of service, of adjusting their quarterly com
pensation, and of transmitting to them the drafts issued in payment of 
the balances found due ; of adjusting the accounts for all blanks 
furnished to post-offices, for advertising, mail-bags, mail locks and keys, 
stamps, special agents, and all other demands properly arising under 
the laws, contracts, regulations, or orders of the Department ; of closing 
the accounts of the Department quarterly, and of reporting the amounts 
paid by postmasters pursuant to appropriations made by law ; and of 
registering, charging, aud countersigning all warrants upon the Treas
ury for receipts aud payments when warranted by law, as well as all 
drafts issued in payment or collection of debts.

S e c . 509. To the Auditor is also assigned the duty of adjusting and 
settling the money-order accounts of postmasters, aud attending to all 
correspondence relating thereto.

S e c . 510. It is the duty o f the Auditor to report to the Postmaster- 
General all delinquencies on the part o f postmasters in paying over the 
moneys in their hands, all failures of postmasters to render their quar-



tei'ly returns according to law, and all failures of appointees to 
qualify.

Se c . 511. To the Auditor is also assigned the duty of collecting from 
late postmasters balances due the United States upon their general 
postal and money-order accounts; and in cases o f failure to collect such 
balances by drafts in favor o f postmasters or other authorized agents 
of the Department, to prepare and transmit to the Department of Jus
tice certified copies of all accounts and papers necessary for the insti
tution of legal proceedings against such late postmasters and their 
sureties.

Se c . öli’. To the Auditor should be transmitted all quarterly and 
general accounts; all vouchers and letters relating thereto; all receipts 
of postmasters for money and stamps turned over to them by their pre
decessors or other postmasters; all acknowledgments o f drafts issued 
in payment of balances; all receipts of mail contractors for, and their 
acknowledgment of, the collections from postmasters; all letters admit
ting or contesting balances due on the general accounts of postmasters 
and mail contractors ; all receipts for drafts issued in collecting such 
balances; all letters returning such drafts, or reporting the non-payment 
thereof; and all letters in relation to the settlement of the money-order 
accounts of postmasters.
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C H A P T E R  X X X .
T H E  Q l'A K T F J tL Y  K E  I U  К  Λ'.

S e c . 513. At the dose of every quarter, which is on the last day of 
March, June, September, and December, every postmaster must make 
up his accounts and forward transcripts of them to the Auditor. The 
originais must be retained by the postmaster, subject to inspection. 
Q u a r t e r l y  r e t u r n s  m u st  no t  r e  a d d r e s se d  to  t h e  T h ir d  A s
s is t a n t  F o s t m a s t e r -Ge n e r a l .

S e c . 514. The quarterly return is composed of the following accounts 
and papers:

1. A  transcript of the account o f  money received during the quarter on 
mails sent from the oilice where it is impossible to procure stamps at 
the time the letters are mailed. The entries in this account must, of 
course, be made every post day, before the mail is sent from the office.

2. A  transcript of the account o f  unpaid postages on mails received at 
the office for the quarter. At all large offices the entries in this ac
count should be made daily, and it should be transcribed daily, so as to 
prevent any delay in making it out at the close of the quarter.

3. A  transcript of the account o f regular neicspapers and pamphlets re
ceived at the office during the quarter, to which is to be added the 
amount of the miscellaneous account.

4. From the post-offices where such accounts should be kept, a tran
script of the account o f  ship and steamboat letters received in the quarter, 
and the moneys paid for them.

5. A  transcript of the account o f  letters sent by sea from the offices at 
seaports.

<». Accounts and receipts fo r  contingent expenses.
7. The account o f dead letters upon which postages remain unpaid, 

and a bill o f them.
S. The account-current.
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Sec. 515. Postmasters are .strictly required to üli the blanks in. the 

account-current, as also those at the head o f each paye of their accounts 
of mails received and sent, and carefully to add each aud every column 
o f said accounts. They will then recapitulate the amount o f each col
umn on a blank page, so as to enable the Auditor to report quarterly 
the aggregate amount of such columns.

Sec. 51G. The expense account and the box.-rent account, with the 
vouchers belonging to them, must also accompany the quarterly account 
of all postmasters whose duty it is to render such accounts. A  recapit
ulation of the expense account must also accompany the quarterly 
return.

Sec. 517. To insure a correct and expeditious settlement of the quar
terly accounts of postmasters, it is indispensable that each return 
should arrive at the Department in one perfect, unbroken bundle or 
packet. Each postmaster, therefore, should observe the following 
directions in packing up his returns for transmission in the mail:

►Se c . 518. Put up each part o f the return, if large, in a separate par
cel, with strong paper, tying it with twine, and writing on each parcel 
its proper contents, and the name of the office, county, and State. 
Then pack up all the parcels constituting the entire quarterly return in 
one compact bundle or packet, and kuřiny postmarked it, direct it 
plainly to the “ A u d it o r  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y  f o r  t h e  P o s t -Of f ic e  
D epartm ent.” The words, “ Quarterly returns,” should be plainly 
written on the package.

S e c . 51!>. N o l e t t e r , r e c e i p t , p a p e r , o r  o t h e r  t h in g - w h a t 
e v e r , NOT STRICTLY' RELONGING TO THE QUARTERLY RETURN, AS 
ENUMERATED AND DESCRIBED IN THIS CHAPTER, SHOULD BE PUT UP 
IN IT.

S e c . 520. Kcicspaper account.— Every postmaster will keep an account 
in which he will enter at the beginning of the quarter, or on first re
ceiving any particular paper, all newspapers by name that are to come 
regularly to his office, and in the proper column, opposite each paper, 
the amount of postage thereon for the quarter. The postage is to be 
collected in advance. In the same account, and in the same manner, 
he w ill enter all periodicals regularly received, and which have not 
been prepaid at the mailing office. A t the end of the quarter ho will 
correct this account, first, by adding to it all the extras, supplements, 
and duplicates of said papers which have been received ; and second, 
by deducting the amount he may have refunded for papers w hich failed 
to arrive.

Sec. 521. An account, in the form prescribed by tlie Department, 
must be kept by every postmaster of all printed matter received at his 
office other than that embraced in the above account, and on which the 
postage was payable at bis office. This account will therefore include 
the amount o f postage on each and every transient newspaper, unsealed 
circular, handbill, engraving, pamphlet, periodical, magazine, book, and
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every other description of printed matter received at his office, except 
newspapers for actual and bona-fide subscribers, and periodicals pub
lished at intervals of not more than three months. It will also include 
the postage on any such matter deliverable at his office, which, through 
inattention of the postmaster, or otherwise, may not have been prepaid 
at the mailing office, and the postage on every description o f printed 
matter mailed or received at his office to or from foreign countries.

Sec. 522. Where a postmaster collects from regular subscribers the 
postage on printed matter for more than a quarter iu advance, he must 
account in each quarterly return for that portion only which has been 
collected for that particular quarter.

Sec. 523. Jn case of a change of postmasters, the late postmaster 
should turn over to his successor all postages collected in advance of 
the quarter in which he surrenders the office.

Sec. 521. The postmaster must forward with his quarterly return a 
complete transcript ofhis newspaper account, both regular and transient. 
In case of a failure to do so, the Auditor will charge, in the settlement 
of the quarterly return, the full amount of quarterly newspaper postages 
reported in the sworn statement upon which the salary of the office was 
based.

Sec. 525. Postmasters should never send an account-current without the 
transcripts from which it is made up ; and never neglect to send with the 
transcripts an account-current. The postmaster’s signature should be 
attached to each paper.

Sec. 52(1. Quarterly returns most be made upon the regular blanks 
furnished by the First Assistant Postmaster-General. Written accounts 
will not be audited.

Sec. 527. A quarterly return must not include more than the business 
of one quarter.

Sec. 528. Postmasters at otlices of the first, second, and third classes 
will be furnished by the Auditor, on application, with printed labels, 
which they arc required to paste upon the package containing their 
quarterly returns. The use of these labels in transmitting to the Auditor 
the quarterly returns enables the receiving clerks to distinguish these 
returns from those of fourth and fifth class offices, and very greatly 
expedites the settlement of the. accounts.

Sec. 52Í). Postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third classes 
are required to transmit with their quarterly returns, upon the printed 
blank furnished them for that purpose, a detailed statement of stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards received 
during the quarter.

Sec. 530. Where a change of postmaster occurs, the outgoing post
master will render an account to and including the day upon which the 
office is delivered to his successor ; and the successor will render an 
account for the remainder of the quarter, unless, by agreement between 
the parties, the late postmaster or his successor renders the account for 
the entire quarter.
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Se c . 531. In casc of the death of a postmaster, the assistant, deputy, 
or the sureties may render the account to and including the day upon 
which the new postmaster enters upon the discharge of his duties. Such 
account Avill be duly audited, compensation allowed in the settlement of 
the same, and credited to the account o f the deceased postmaster.

Sec. 532. The execution of a new bond by a postmaster does not in 
any way change the manner of rendering the quarterly return ; as the 
sureties upon the former bond are held responsible until the last day of 
the quarter in which the new bond is executed.

Sec. 533. Many postmasters are in the habit of forwarding to the. 
Department, contrary to regulation, their original accounts, keeping no 
duplicate or copy. This violation of rule cannot be permitted or over
looked. Transcripts or copies only must be sent, and the original accounts 
must be carefully preserved for inspection by any agent o f the Depart
ment who may require it.

Sec. 534. The quarterly account current and all other official papers 
must be signed by the postmaster himself, unless necessarily absent or 
sick, in which case it may be signed as follows:

A --------- В--------- , Г. Μ.,
By C---------D---------- , Assistant Г. Μ.

The blank heading of the account-current must be filled up with the 
name o f the office, its county and State.

Sec. 535. The accounts of all postmasters arc examined and adjusted 
by the Auditor as they arc received, and the errors, if there be any, are 
carefully corrected, and the postmasters at offices of the first, second, 
and third classes are notified o f the corrections made. Postmasters at 
all other offices are notified of errors which increase by as much as fifty 
cents the balance due to the United States. Postmasters, therefore, 
will understand that any alteration in the balances of their accounts is 
occasioned either by the correction of some numerical error, or by some 
deviation on their part, from a strict conformity to the law and the 
instructions.

Se c . 530. Postmasters are required to forward, with their quarterly 
accounts, a sworn statement that such quarterly accounts exhibit truly 
and faithfully the entire receipts collected at their respective offices 
and the entire sum which could have been by due diligence collected 
thereat, and that the credits claimed are just and true, as they verily 
believe. The following is a form for such statement :

“  I , --------------------. postmaster o f --------- , do swear (or affirm, as the case
may be) that the accounts which I have rendered to the Post-Office 
Department for the quarter ended-------- , I S — , exhibit truly and faith
fully the entire receipts of my office which have been collected thereat, 
and the entire sum which could have been, by due diligence, collected 
thereat during the period above stated, and that the credits claimed in 
the said accounts are just and true, as I verily believe; and further
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more, that during the said period I have not knowingly delivered or 
permitted to be delivered to any person any mail-matter on which the 
postage had not been paid at the time of such delivery.

“ -------------------- , Postmaster.

“  Sworn and subscribed before the undersigned (a magistrate or justice
of the peace) for th e -------------------- o f ---------- , th is------ day o f ---------- ,
A. D. 18—.

i . ___________________v

Se c . 537. Every postmaster shall keep in a book, separate from his 
other accounts, a record—

1. Of all postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, 
and postal cards received by him.

1’. Of all postal books, blanks, or other property turned over by his 
predecessor, or received from the Post Office Department, or from any 
o f its agents, during his term of office.

3. Of all payments of postages in money.
4. Of all box-rents. (The entry of money received for box-rents should 

show the number of the box and the period for which the payment was 
made.)

5. Of all other rents, emoluments, and moneys received by him as 
postmaster, or as custodian o f the building in which the post-office is 
located.

Sec. 538. Every postmaster will keep the above accounts separately, 
and charge himself with all receipts thereon, lie  will make quarterly 
returns thereof to the Auditor, and turn over his records to his sue 
cessor.

Se c . 539. I f any postmaster shall neglect to render his quarterly re
turns within one month after the expiration of the quarter, and in the 
form and manner prescribed by law and by the Postmaster-General’s 
instructions, he shall forfeit the amount of his quarterly salary, and will 
he charged on his general account with all stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards which were in his hands at the timo 
o f rendering his last returns, and also all that may have been sent him 
during the quarter for which his returns are delinquent.

Se c . 540. The postmaster, though he may have mailed his returns, 
will not be considered as discharged from the penalty mentioned in the 
foregoing section, unless, after being notified that they have not been 
received at the Department, he transmits forthwith duplicate transcripts 
from the original accounts retaiaed in his possession.
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T H E  « ί Γ Λ Ι Ι Τ Κ Κ Ι . Ι  A C C O U J V T -C V R K E IV T .

Sec. 541. The quarterly aecoimt-curreut is numbered to consist of 
twenty·six articles, and full instructions with reference to making out 
such accounts are given below:

In Article 1, every postmaster will make .himself debtor for the whole 
amount o f postage on the unpaid letters, if any, which remained on 
hand at the close of the preceding quarter.

In Article 2, every postmaster will make himself debtor for the whole 
amount o f the postage on all unpaid letters.

In Article 3, every postmaster will debit himself with amount of postage 
undercharged on letters from other oflices. (For instructions on this 
point see note at bottom of sheets o f “ mails received.”)

In Articles -1 and 5, every postmaster will debit himself with the num
ber and amount of ship» and steamboat letters received for delivery.

In Article 0, every postmaster will debit himself with the whole amount 
lie has paid during the quarter for advertising letters in newspapers, 
aud credited as contingent expenses. He will mark the cost of adver
tising on each letter advertised. Upon every letter delivered lie will 
collect this cost, in addition to the postage, and upon those remaining, 
sent as dead letters to the Department, he will also charge it. (Post- 
m asiera arc not allowed to pay fo r  advertising lists o f  nondelivercd letters 
unless by special authority from the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.)

In Article 7, every postmaster will credit himself with amount of 
postage on unpaid letters which have been missent to and forwarded 
from his office, and the amount overcharged on letters received at his 
office.

In Article 8, every postmaster will credit himself with the amount of 
postage on unpaid dead letters, if any, remaining in his office at the end 
of the quarter, and on letters refused, or which could not be delivered,
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and sent to the Department as dead. This credit will include the cost 
of advertising any letters returned, and its amount will be the aggregate 
amount o f the bill then to be made out. This bill is to be prepared 
from the duplicates which the postmaster must keep of the bills sent 
during the quarter to the Dead-Letter Office.

In Article 0, the amount of postage of unpaid letters, if any on hand 
at the close of the quarter, is now to be entered to his credit. This is 
a temporary credit, given because the postmaster is already charged 
with the amount in Article 2 of this account. The exact sum of this 
temporary credit must be entered to his debit in the first article of his 
next quarterly account.

Having added together the sums of the first six mentioned articles, 
and placed the amount at the foot of the column, and at the foot o f the 
column in the same line opposite, he will then deduct the sum of 
Articles 7, 8, and 9 from this amount, and the balance will be the 
amount of the letter postage collected by him during the quarter.

The balance which has been placed on the credit side of the account 
as Article 10 is now to be entered to bis debit as Article 11.

In Article 12, the postmaster will debit himself with the whole amount 
of unpaid postage on circulars, books, newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, 
and other printed matter received at his office during the quarter; also, 
(13) the amount o f postage paid in money on such matter sent from his 
office during the quarter.

In Article 14, the postmaster will deduct, if entered in the account, 
the amount of postage on such newspapers as have continued during 
the quarter to come to tlic office after he has given the publishers one 
month’s notice that they are not taken out. He will sell such news
papers, and, in Article 13, he will charge himself with the amount 
received therefor.

In Article 10, the postmaster will debit himself with the amount 
received for waste paper and twine sold during the quarter.

In Article 17, the postmaster will charge himself with tiie amount of 
box-rents collected for the quarter.

In Article 18, the postmaster will charge himself with amount of 
postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal- 
cards received from the Department or his predecessor in office, and on 
hand at the close of the last quarter, to which he will add (Article 19) 
the amount of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, 
and postal-cards received from the Department during the present 
quarter. From this gross amount he will deduct (Article 20) the amount 
of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal- 
cards on hand at the close of the quarter, showing the amount (Article 
21) sold during the quarter. Credit for damaged stamps and stamped 
envelopes returned to the Department must be entered in the general 
account upon receipt of the notice from the Third Assistant Postmaster-
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General. Sucn c r e d i t  m u s t  n o t  b e  t a k e n  i n  t u e  q u a r t e r l y

A C C O U N T -C U R R E N T .
In Article 22, the postmaster will credit himself with the amount of 

his compensation fo r  the quarter.
In Article 23, the postmaster will set down the number of ship and 

steamboat letters which he has paid for this quarter, and enter the 
amount of such payment.

In Article 24, it now remains for the postmaster to enter the amount 
o f contingent expenses, which consist o f advertising of letters and 
repairs o f mail bags, for which proper vouchers must be furnished.

In Article 25, postmasters at offices o f first and second classes will 
credit themselves with the amount of ordinary expenses for conducting 
their offices, such as rent, light, fuel, clerk-hire, &c., not to exceed one- 
fourth of the annual allowance made by the Postmaster-General for 
each separate item named. (This account, it will be seen, is distinct 
from the contingent account, Article 24.)

The postmaster will now strike the balance of the account, (Article 
20,) which should show how much he is indebted to the Department for 
postages for the quarter.

S e c . 542. As the account-current is intended to show the net pro
ceeds of the office for the quarter, no balance due on a former quarter, 
nor any payment to or collection for the Department, is to be inserted 
in it. All vouchers for expenses charged in the account current, 
whether for contingent or general expense account, must be transmitted 
with the said accounts, and if for advertising letters, must state the 
number of letters. Unreasonable delay not only implies neglect o f the 
public business, but is calculated to bring suspicion upon the claims 
withheld; and the Department, therefore, reserves to itself the right to 
reject all such claims made after the quarterly accounts have been adjusted.

S e c . 54 3 . When proper authority has been given to the postmaster 
by the Postmaster-General, one cent will be allowed for advertising 
each letter, and the printer’s receipt must state the number o f letters and 
the amount paid l'or advertising.

S e c . 54 4 . T h e  w hole a m o u n t p aid  for a d vertisin g  m u st be ch arged  on 
N o . 0  o f  th e  accou n t-cu rrent.

Sec. 545. The cost o f advertising must be marked upon each letter 
advertised, and be collected on delivery.

Sec. 540. The postages on dead letters returned to the Department 
should include the amount paid for advertising the same, and be cred 
ited on No. 8 o f the account current.

Sec. 547. Postmasters must send with their quarterly accounts-cur- 
rent a complete dead-letter bill for  the whole quarter, corresponding in 
amount with the credits claimed for dead letters in Article 8.

S e c . 548 . Items relating to money-order business should not be en
tered ou the account-current.

Sec. 549. Items relating to previous quarters should not be entered 
iu subsequent returns.
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S e c . 550 . N o  allow an ce will b e  m ade for an y  ch arge  to the c o n tin g en t  
or in cid ental e x p en se  unless accom pan ied  b y  th e  proper voucher— th a t  
is, a hill receipted.

S e c . 55 1 . N o  allow an ce cau b e  m ade fo r  fees paid  for ad m in isterin g  
oath s to  accou n ts.

S e c . 552 . T h e  p ostm aster m u st indorse p la in ly  upon the b ack  o f  the  
account-current, in th e  b la n k s prepared for th a t p u rp ose , th e  c la ss  an d  
nam e o f  the office, the n am e o f  the S ta te , th e p eriod  for w hich  the  
accou n t is ren dered , an d  the n am e o f  th e  p ostm aster .

S e c . 553 . Blank forms for quarterly accounts-currcnt are furnished 
on application to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency ; 
and postmasters should so arrange their orders as to have a supply 
sufficient for one year constantly on hand.

S e c . 554 . A s  a gu id e to p o stm a sters  a t sm all offices, th e fo llow ing  
form s are g iven  for an accou n t-cu rren t, w ith  th e  tran script o f  n ew s
paper p o sta g e s , dead  letter bill and b o x -re n t a ccou n t p erta in in g  to the  
sa m e :



Class 4.—rosi-office ot 
T>R.

-, roil II t;i of -, State of
FORM OF ACCOUM-CURREKT.

---------- , in account-current with the United States, for the service of the Post-Office Department,
from July 1 to September 30, 187*

1. To postage o f impilili lotters, which remained in the office at tho d oso  o f  tho last qu arter........
S. To postage o f unpaid letters received from olher offices this qu arter................................................
3. To amount o f  postaco undercharged on letters from other offices tills qu arter..............................
1. To unpaid postage o f ------ship letters, a t -------cents each, originally received at this office for

this d e livery ....................................................................................................................................................
5. To unpaid postage o f ------steamboat letters, originally received at this office for this delivery.
0. To amouut paid for advertising letters this quarter, and which amount has been added to the 

postage on letters so advertised .................................................................................................................

II. To balance brought down, being amount o f  postage on letlers collected Hits quarter...................
1C. T o amount o f  unpaid postage on circulars, books, newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, and other

printed matter received at this office this q u a rter .., . ........................................................  $1  g j
13. T o amount o f postage paid in money on each matter sent from this office this quarter____ ’.____

14. Deduct unpaid postage on printed matter received this quarter, postage on which is
charged m  tho last item, and which matter still lies dead in tho office...... ....................

15. Amount received for dead newspapers and printed matter sold during the quarter . . .
1 78 

35

10. Am onnt received for waste paper and twine sold during the q u arter ................................................. .
17. Box-rent......... ............................................................................................................................................
18. Am onnt o f  postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, and wrappers received from  tho Department

and on hand at close ot last qu arter........................................................................................  $250 00
10. Amount o f postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, and w rappers received from the Depart

ment this qu arter ............................................................................. ............................................. 173 00

20. Deduct amonnt o f  postage stamps, stamped envelopes, and wrappers now on hand___
21. Leaving amouut o f  »tam i« and stamped envelopes sold during the quarter................... -

Value o f stamps canceled during tho last week o f  tho quarter....................................................

425 00 
180 75

Î0 oo
07 1
00

7. By unpaid postage, overcharged this quarter___
8. By unpaid postage o f  dead and refused letters sent

to tho Post-Office Department this quarter.........
9. By uupaid pustago o f  letters now remaining in

this o ff ice ....................................................................
10. Balance carried d o w n ...................................................

1 03 

0 03 22. By salary...........................................................................
23. By — —— ship ami steamboat letters paid for this

quarter, as by receipts herewith, a t ---------cents
each

2 13
I »

0 50

233 25

2 1 . B y contingent expenses, per vouehora herewith . 
25. By expenses, per vouchers herewith.......................

247 03

2G. Balance due tho Duited States___

Cn.

$0 13

03

1 03

53 71

35

101 57

247 03

T.---------, postmaster o f ---------, ---------, d o --------- that tho accounts which I  have rendered to tho Post-Office Department fur tho quarter en d in g_______, 187-, exhibit truly and
faithfully the entire receipts of my office which have been collected thereat, and the entiro sum which could have been, by duo: diligence, collected thereat, during tho period 
above stated, and that tho credits claimed in the said accounts are ju s t  and true, as I  verily believe ; and furthermore, that during tho said period I have not knowingly 
delivered or permittod to bo delivered to any person any moil-matter on which the postage had not been jiaid at the time o f such delivery.

Sworn and subscribed before the undersigned, a ---------for th e ----------o f ---------- . th is ------day o f ----------. A. D. 187-. ____________ , Postmaster.

255
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FORM OF NEWSPAPER-TRANSCRIPT.

Account of newspapers and periodicals received at the post-office at---------, county o f --------- ,
and State o f ---------, and which were delivered to regular subscribers, for the quarter ending
September 30, 1871.

Names o f  newspapers or 
periodicals.

Л\тЬсго pub
lished. Stato.

.a
2

c  c

I I
Ϋ

How often 
published.

A
m

ou
nt

 c
ol

le
ct

ed
 

at
 t

hi
s 

of
fic

e.

Name o f news
paper or otli er 
printed m at
ter sold, líav- 
iu g remained 
in this office 
o v e r  tbreo 
months. P

ro
ce

ed
s 

of
 sa

le
.

eJ
¿¿T. Q, C Ф

Ξ £ 
H Ti

m
es

 
a 

qu
ar

te
r.

11 13 60 55
3 13 15
5 13 25
2 13 10

N. York 5 13 25 го за
B u ffa lo ............ G • 13 30

4 3 24

1 84

FORM OF TRANSCRIPT OF MAILS RECEIVED.
Account of mails received at---------. county o f ---------, State of

Time o f receiving. Name of office from whence received. Date of Ilio bills.

= ~  *
βΓ о  уС 2 «·>с  г —  ·* 
«  "  2 *’
έ

Ł c - 1

ttиа
о
•у
а
Сэ U

np
ai

d 
le

tt
er

e 
ov

er
ch

ar
ge

d.

1Я71.
Γη t î

August 3 0 .......... New York City, New Y o r k ................ August 3 8 ......... 03 03
38

September 7 ____ September и __ 44
Forwarded........

0 07 и 0« U 13

FORM OF DEAD-LETTER BILL.

Dead letters sent from-------- , county of---------,
State o f ---------, to the I’ost-Office Depart
ment, for the-------- ending September 30,
1871.

FORM OF BOX-RENT ACCOUNT.

Quarter-yearly return of all receipts for 
boxes, drawers, t)he., by me received as jmst-
mastcr o f ---------, State o f ------ —, fur the
quarter ending September 30, 1871,

Class. No. Kates. Unpaid.

Dom estic............................ 1 60 03 го os
Dom estic............................ 1 ш 03
F ore ig n .............................. О 03 0G
F oreig n ............................ . 1 15 15

2Ί

N o . R a to , T o ta l.

R e n t  o f  b o x e s . . . 12 f 0  35 S3 00

K e n t  o f  d ra w e r s • 50 3 50

C 50



C IIA P T E R X X X I I .
T H E  B O X -R E M  ACCOUNT.

Se c . 553. Postmasters at offices wliere letter-boxes are iu use must, at 
the close o f each quarter, forward with their quarterly account-current 
an account under oath, to be called the box rent account, in the follow
ing form :
Quarter-yearly return of all receipt* for boxen, drawers, .f-с., by vie received as postmaster of 

-------- , State of--------- , for the ejuartcr ending --------- , 187—.

No. Ente. Dollars. Cents.

“

I , ------------------ , postmaster o f --------- , <lo--------- that the abovo and foregoing is a
trito and correct account o f all receipts (profits, fees) and emoluments, other-------- .

--------  -------- , Postmaster.

-----and subscribed before the undersigned, a ----------for the----------o f ----------, this
day o f -------- , Л. D. 187—.

S e c . 556. The aggregate of the box-rent account should be carried to 
Article. 17 of the account current.

Se c . 557. W here boxes or drawers are rented for a p o r tio n  of a 
quarter only, and the number rented, multiplied by the rate per quarter, 
amounts to more than the amount actually received, that fact should he 
stated in the account.

S e c . 558. The special attention of postmasters is directed to Section 
200, on letter boxes in post-offices.

17 г  о



T H E  G E N E R A L  P O S T A L  ACCOUNT.

S e c . 559. Every postmaster must keep in liis ofiice я general or ledger 
account with the United Staten fo r  the service of the Post-Office Department, 
subject to the inspection o f the Postmaster-General, or of any general or 
special agent of the Post-Office Department.

S e c . 5(10. Postmasters at oilices o f the first, second, and third classes 
are required to transmit to the Auditor o f the Treasury for the Post
onico Department, at the close of each quarter, a statement of their 
general postal accounts as kept by themselves.

Se c . 501. Postmasters at offices of the fourth and fifth classes are not 
required to render a statement of their general accounts to the Auditor 
quarterly, but this regulation docs not relieve them from the duty of 
keeping such general accounts in their oilices; and the Auditor may at 
any time, if he deems it necessary, require postmasters at such offices to 
furnish statements of their general accounts for examination and com
parison with the accounts as kept in his office.

Sec. 5G2. Un the debit side of the general postal account the postmas
ter will charge himself with the balance on the account, as rendered,for 
the preceding quarter; with corrections of former quarterly and general 
account; with the balance on the quarterly account for the current 
quarter; with drafts collected, giving dates when paid, dates of issue, 
numbers, names of offices and by whom paid; with deposits received, 
giving dates, names of offices and depositors; with transfers from money- 
order fund to postal fund, giving dates and amounts.

S e c . 5G3, On the credit side should be entered corrections of former 
quarterly and general accounts; aggregate amounts, for the quarter, paid 
tó route-agents, to letter-carriers, and to railway postal clerks ; amounts 
and dates o f payments to contractors, mail messengers or special mail- 
carriers; deposits made, when, where, and with whom; drafts paid,

C H A P T E R  X X X I I I .
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■with dates of payment and of issue, numbers, and to whom paid; also, 
transfers from postal to money-order fund, with amount and date of 
each.

Se c . 5G4. Particular care should be taken not to include in the state
ment of tbe general postal accounts any items which have been charged 
or credited in the quarterly accounts-current, and also to enter only items 
of the general postal account pertaining to the quarter for which it is 
rendered.

S e c . 505. The general postal account should not be inclosed with the 
quarterly account-current, but must be transmitted in a separate envel
ope addressed to tbe “ Auditor of tbe Treasury for the Post-Office Depart
ment.”

S e c . 500. The duplicate quarterly accounts, the duplicate certificates 
o f deposit, the duplicate collection-orders and the drafts paid, and also 
all instructions, are to be filed as vouchers with this account, and be sub
ject to inspection.

Se c . 507. The postmaster, upon being furnished with a statement of 
his general account as kept by tbe Auditor, will immediately compare 
it with the account as kept by himself, and at once acknowledge to the 
Auditor the balance appearing on such statement, or point out specifically 
the particulars wherein the accounts disagree.

Se c . 508. Blanks for general accounts will bo furnished to postmas
ters at offices o f the first, second, and third classes only, on application 
to the Auditor.

Se c . 509. A s  a guide to postmasters at offices o f the fourth ami fifth 
classes, the following form of a general postal account is given :

GKXKRAI. ACCOUNT.

Joseph Junes, postmaster at Jonestown, X. ¥., in account with the United States, for the 
Diî. quarter ending December 31, 1872. Cn.

T o balanço on penerai ac
count last qu arter..............

T o corrections oil former ac-
$•19 32

l)cc. 31, 1673 By amount pa ¡<1 mail шея-

•1 «7
Jan. 5, 1873 Bv amount 

1» i: Co .
miti 1l. ami \Y.

192 47

Nov. 1C

Tu balance «ni rniartorly ac
count roinlerou this «lay-----

T«» «traft N<*. i;hh2. ilateil Oct- 
30,1872,on Peter McXiuiotliy

134 12

29 16

T o ta l .................................. Tut ríl . 217 47

JOSEPH JONES, Postmaster.



C O LLE C TIO N  OF líE B T S  D I E  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .

S e c . 570. The collection of debts due to the Post-Office Department, 
whether by postmasters, contractors, or other persons, is assigned by 
law to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department.

S e c . 571. Where tho convenience of the service requires it, contractors 
are furnished with printed blank orders upon postmasters on their routes 
for the entire amount due the United States at the end of the quarter. 
In such cases no form of order or receipt will be recognized except the 
printed blank furnished by the Department. A payment made otherwise than 
strictly accordino to the regulations is null and void.

S e c . 572. Whenever it shall be deemed advisable by the Auditor, drafts 
will be issued for the collection o f balances due by postmasters, late post
masters, and others; and, immediately upon the receipt o f such drafts 
by the postmaster in whose favor they are issued, it is his duty to notify 
tho party or parties upon whom such drafts are drawn, and demand 
prompt payment thereof, as instructed by the circulars accompanying 
the drafts.

Sec. 575. Upon the receipt of such notice and demand, it is the duty 
of the postmasters or other persons upon whom such drafts are drawn, 
to pay the amount thereof to the postmaster in whose favor they are 
issued without delay, and without risk or expense to the United States.

S e c . 574. If the draft is collected by the postmaster, he will immedi
ately notify the Auditor by transmitting his receipt for the amount, as 
instructed by the circular accompanying the draft, and will charge him
self upon his general postal account with the amount of such draft.

S e c . 575. If tho postmaster, late postmaster, or other person upon 
whom the draft is drawn, fail to respond to the demand within the time 
named in the Auditor’s circular of instructions, the postmaster holding 
the draft will notify the Auditor by letter of such failure, communicating 
the reply to his demand, if any be received, when further instructions 
will be sent by the Auditor.

C H A P T E R  X X X I V .
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Sec. õ7G. If the exertions of the postmaster to collect from the party 
or his sureties prove unavailing, lie will communicate to the Auditor 
the cause o f such failure, and also the residence and pecuniary circum
stances of all the parties, if alive,or,if dead, the condition of their estates 
and the names of their administrators or executors.

Se c . 577. If due diligence be not used in makiug the collection, or, if 
being unsuccessful, any postmaster fail to return the draft or demand 
to the Auditor, or otherwise to give notice o f such failure, or fail to give 
any information required in relation to the same, such neglect and want 
of fidelity will amount to a breach of the condition of his bond, and the 
draft will be permanently charged to the general account of the post
master holding it, and he and his sureties will be held responsible fiu
tile amount of the same.

Sec. 57S. The failure or refusal of a postmaster to comply strictly 
with instructions Sent him in relation to the collection of dralts will be 
considered just ground for his removal from ollice.

SEC. 571). Upon the return o f a collection-draft upon a late postmaster 
or contractor, unpaid, the Auditor will at once prepare and transmit to 
the Department of Justice certified copies of all the accounts and other 
papers necessary for the immediate institution of a suit against the 
principal and sureties for the recovery o f the balance due the United 
States.

Sec. 5S0. Collection-drafts are not issued upon late postmasters fin- 
balances due the United States upon their money order accounts. If a 
late postmaster fails to pay to his successor, immediately upon his taking 
charge of the ollice, the full amount of money-order funds in his hands, 
as shown by the last statement rendered, the Auditor will instruct the 
postmaster, by letter, to demand immediate payment of such balance; 
and if payment be not made promptly, the postmaster w ill he directed 
to require payment o f the sureties o f the late postmaster, as in the 
case of the collection of drafts for postal balances. Should payment be 
refused by the sureties, the case will be submitted to the Department 
of Justice for suit, as provided in the preceding section.
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Sec. 581. In fill cases where application is made for the issue of a 
duplicate warrant, upon the allegation that the original is lost, every 
such application must be addressed to the Auditor of the Treasury for 
the Post-Oflice Department, who will furnish the applicant with a blank 
“ bond of indemnity,” to be filled up in accordance with the conditions 
specified in the same, which bond, duly executed, must be returned to 
the Auditor, accompanied by a statement, on oath or affirmation, by the 
applicant, or the person who is the legal holder thereof, showing the 
time, place, and all the circumstances attending the loss or destruction 
of the warrant, with its number, date, and amount; in whose favor it 
was issued; and if assigned, to whom made payable; together with any 
other particulars relating to it within the knowledge o f the applicant.

Sec. 582. The applicant must a’ so produce a letter or certificate from 
the officer or person on whom the- warrant may have been drawn, show
ing that it has not been paid; also that payment o f the same will not 
thereafter be made to the owner, or any other person whatever.

Sec. 583. When the application is for a duplicate draft, the applicant 
must conform to the above requirements, except as to the execution of 
the bond of indemnity.

SEC. 584. The duplicate, when issued, shall have the same tenor, force, 
and effect as the original, unless, in case of assignment, the assignee of 
the lost draft or warrant produce due authority from the drawee for the 
issue of the duplicate in his own favor.

Sec. 585. Whore collection-drafts sent to postmasters arc lost, the 
postmasters to whom they are sent arc required to make affidavit, either 
that they have never received the same, or that payment has been 
requested and refused, or that the draft has been forwarded by mail. 
The postmaster will be required to make further affidavit that neither 
the whole nor any part of such draft has been paid to him nor to any 
other person, so far as lie knows or is able to ascertain. Forms for this 
affidavit will be furnished by the Auditor.
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S e c . 5SG. Mail locks ami keys are furnished from the office, of the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General, division of mail equipments. 
Applications for mail locks or keys must always assign the reasons 
therefor.

SEC. 587. The careful use of mail-locks and the safe-keeping of mail- 
keys are essential to the integrity of the postal service. The mail-key 
must never be exposed to public observation nor placed where it may 
be lost or stolen. It must not be suffered to pass, even for a moment, 
into the hands of any person not a sworn officer of the Post-Office 
Department. The loss o f a mail key, ns it may afford peculiar facilities 
for stealing from the mails, is an act of carelessness likely to be more 
pernicious to the service than almost any other a postmaster or agent 
of the Department can commit. It is therefore deemed sufficient cause 
for removing the postmaster or agent so offending, enforcing the penalty 
o f the official bond of the former, and even in certain cases for discon
tinuing the post-office.

S e c . 588. The mail keys hear,each of them,a different number stamped 
upon them. Every postmaster or agent to whom such keys are intrusted 
will be charged therewith and held to a strict account therefor. On the 
receipt of any such mail-key by a postmaster, he should make a record, 
to be kept in his office, of the date of its receipt, and of the number 
stamped upon it. Whenever such or any other mail-key shall after
wards be referred to, in any communication to the Department, its num
ber must invariabil/ be specified, Every casualty whatever concerning a 
mail-bey must be promptly reported.

S e c . 589. Every retiring agent or railway post-office clerk, when 
succeeded in office by another person, is required to transfer and turn 
over, promptly, to his successor, all mail-keys in his possession, and 
obtain and transmit to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General a
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receipt therefor, specifying the numbers stamped on the keys so trans
ferred. It is the duty o f those postmasters who arc designated to pay 
the salaries of route-agents, to see that this requirement is duly complied 
with on the part o f such route-agents, and, in every ease of the discon
tinuance of the services of any such route-agent who is not succeeded 
by another, to obtain all mail-keys in his possession, and to transmit 
the same to the Second Assistant Postmaster General. ЛИ mail-keys 
returned to the Department should be securely inclosed in a sealed letter or 
package, duly registered in every case.

S e c . 590. In all cases of an exchange of routes between route agents, 
or between railway post-office clerks, there, must also be an exchange ot 
mail keys between them,so that every mail-key shall always be retained 
in the particular office for which it was originally furnished by the 
Department, and never be taken away for use elsewhere.

SEC. 591. No mail key shall be transferred or exchanged except to a 
successor İn office, nor be furnished nor loaned, without special instruc
tions from the Department. No such key, not obtained directly from the 
Department or from a predecessor in office, shall be kept or detained, 
but promptly returned to the Department, with a full report of fycts in 
relation to it. I f a mail-key be received from a discontinued office, or 
elsewhere, it must be sent without delay to the Department by the 
postmaster receiving it, stating when and from whom it was received 
by him. Whenever a retiring postmaster turns over a mail-key, he 
must obtain and transmit to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
a receipt for the same, specifying the number stamped upon it, in order 
that he may receive due credit on tire hooks of the. Department, and he 
and his sureties be released from all further responsibility therefor.

S e c . 59L'. No attempt shall be made to have а шай-кеу or a mail lock 
repaired. No damaged or defective mail-key shall be kept in post-offices, 
but each one, as soon as it becomes damaged or defective, must be 
promptly returned to the Department with an explanatory letter. With 
every application for a new mail-key in lieu of one broken, the broken 
parts must be inclosed, and the number o f the broken key stated.

S e c . 593. When a mail-key is perceived to he much worn and becom
ing defective, timely notice should be given of the fact, al ıra у s stating 
the number of the key, so that anew one may be furnished before the old 
one becomes entirely useless; the latter to be returned to the Depart
ment. Whenever extra keys are furnished they should he kept in re
serve for an emergency, and he locked up in a safe place in the office, 
accessible to the postmaster and his assistant only.

Se c . 591, In those post-offices where the use of the brass locks and 
keys is allowed for through mails, it will be deemed very reprehensible 
if sufficient care be not always taken to prevent such locks being used, 
instead of iron locks, on bags dispatched to post-offices where their use 
is not allowed, and where, of course, there is no key to open them. If, 
however, a bag secured with a brass lock be received at a postoffice
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where there is no bross key allowed, the lock should not be broken or 
tampered with, nor the bag be mutilated ; but it should either be returned 
unopem d to the oilice whence it came, or be sent to some nearer office 
using the brass key, with the request to substitute an iron lock for the 
brass one. But in either case, the postmaster at whoseoffiec the irregu
larity occurred must be advised of it, and, if there be a repetition of it. 
be reported to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

SEC. 595. If the only mail-key in a post-office he broken or so defective 
as not to open all the locks, the bags should be passed, unopened, to the 
nearest post-office, with a request to the postmaster to take out the 
letters, &c., for the office where the lock could not be opened, and send 
them back by the mail-carrier outside the bag, in a sealed package, until 
another key be received from the Department. In such case any muti
lation of the bag is inexcusable.

S e c . 59G. When a postmaster cannot open a lock securing a bag, 
because of a defect in the lock, and not o f  his keg, he will then cut that 
staple of the bag to which the lock is attached, prodded he has another 
bag and lock to substitute fo r  them ; but if he has no other bag and lock, he 
will pass the bag, unopened, to the next office, as in the case indicated 
in the last preceding section.

S e c . 597. The fastening-strap of a mail-bag should never be cut ; but 
¡fever done, the strap must not afterwards be spliced, but a new one put 
on instead o f the strap cut. When the staple is cut asunder the bag 
should have a new one applied before being uşeıl again.

Se c . Õ98. The mail-locks must be used with care and economy. Care 
must also be taken to equalize the exchange o f locked pouches, and 
thereby secure to every office a return of the same number of locks sent 
from it. I f at any post-office (not a depository ) locks from unknown 
sources should accumulate in excess of its current wants, all such sur
plus locks must be forwarded with an explanatory letter to the Depart
ment.

S e c . 5 9 9 .  It is the duty of postmasters and agents of the Depart
ment to reclaim and transmit to the office of the Second Assistant Post
master-General, mail equipment division, all mail locks and keys found 
to he in improper hands, or applied to any other than their lawful use, 
and to see that the law (Section 2 9 2 )  is enforced in every case o f its 
violation known to them, by exerting due diligence always in collecting 
and reporting to the Department the factsaud proofs to sustain a prose
cution against the offender.

S e c . COO. All communications required by this chapter to be sent to 
the Department must be addressed to the Second Assistant Postmaster- 
General, division of mail equipments. Such communications must in
variably give the name of the office, countv, and State from which 
they are sent, and must not embrace any other subject, unless it be that 
of mail bags.



C Η Λ Ρ T Ε R X X X V I I .
N A I L -B A G S ,  L A B E L S ,  А Л О  C A T C I I E K S .

S e c . GOI. Л11 communications relating to mail-bags, mail-buy labels, 
and mail-catchers, should be addressed to the office of the Second As
sistant Postmaster-General, division of mail equipments.

S e c . G02. The general term “ mail-bags” includes m a i l -p o u c i i e s  (used 
for every mode of conveyance excepting horseback) of five different 
sizes, the largest being No. 1 ; h o u s e  m a i l -b a g s  (for horseback service 
only) of three different sizes, the largest being No. 1 ; m a i l -c a t c h e r  

p o u c h e s , (of one size only,) designed exclusively for exchanges of mails 
on railways by catchers and cranes; c a k v a s  m a i l -s a c k s , (not locked, 
but tied with cord,) designed for printed matter only. When canvas 
sacks are used for through-letter mails, for city delivery alone, they must 
be duly tied, labeled, and inclosed in pouches secured with brass locks.

Sec. G03. Every mail-route must always be duly provided with suita
ble mail bags and locks, in good and safe condition. Postmasters, espe
cially those at the ends of routes, must see to this, and promptly make 
application for such as are needed. It is their duty to look constantly 
to the condition of mail-bags in use, permitting none to be used which 
are too much worn or otherwise unsafe, and to report any damage dis
covered to have been done to them, whether through accident, negli
gence, or design, while in the custody of carriers.

S e c . G04. Applications for mail-bags should explain why they are 
needed, and specify the number and size or capacity of each, also the 
number of the route, (or the terminal points thereof,) and especially the 
mode o f conveyance thereon.

Sec. G05. Postmasters must obtain requisite supplies of mail bags by 
direct application to the office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-Gen
eral, division of mail equipments, and not by withholding the return 
of such as were received with mail-matter from other post-offices. Before 
old mail-bags in use become too much worn for safety, timely applica
tion must be made for new ones by postmasters at the ends of the routes 
where they are used, and the old bags must be sent to the nearest de
pository, on receipt of new ones.

Sec. CUG. When a mail-bag in use becomes so damaged as to require
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slight repairs, the postmaster at the end o f the route where it first 
arrives in that condition must immediately have it duly repaired, at a 
reasonable cost, charging the amount paid therefor in his account of 
contingent expenses, and. sending to the Auditor with his quarterly 
returns a bill and receipt rendered by the mender of the bag as a proper 
voucher for the allowance of the money so paid and charged by him. 
In having repairs o f mail bags done, he should direct the person per
forming the work to specify in his bill, whenever practicable, the num
ber of each size o f every kind of mail-bags repaired, and the nature 
and price of the repairs done to each.

Sec. 007. In case a mail-bag in transit becomes too unsound to con
vey the mail with safety to the end of the route, the postmaster first 
discovering its bad condition must have it repaired immediately, even 
if he has no suitable mail-bag to substitute for it, and must therefore 
detain the mail until the needful repairs can be done.

Sec. 008. Postmasters whose offices are not mail-bag depositories 
should not have surplus mail-bags repaired, but such bags" only as are 
in demand for immediate use.

Sec. 009. When a mail-bag lias a damaged or defective lock upon it 
which cannot be opened with the proper key in good order, such lock 
should be removed without further damage, where there are a bag and 
lock in good condition to substitute for them, by filing or cutting asun
der that stajile of the bag to which the lock is fastened. ÌSTo other mu
tilation of a mail bag is admissible under such or any oilier circumstances 
írhat ever. When the staple is cut the mail bag must not be used again 
until a new staple shall have been applied to it. The fastening-strap 
of a mail-bag must never be cut, and must never be spliced nor repaired 
in any way, but must be replaced, when necessary, with a new one.

Sec. GI0. Postmasters, (especially those at the resident places of 
members of Congress,) to whose offices canvas sacks containing public 
documents are sent from Washington, 1). C., must see that all such 
sacks are emptied and sent back to the post-office in the latter place.

Sec. Oil. Postmasters whose offices are mail-bag depositories are au
thorized to have proper and necessary repairs done to damaged sur
plus mail hags collected in their offices, under such special instructions 
as may from time to time be received from the Department.

Sec. G12. Surplus mail-bags must not be allowed to accumulate and 
fall into disuse in any post-office not a depository for mail-bags. All 
such, whether in good condition or not, must be forwarded to the nearest 
mail-bag depository.

Sec. C13. The use of locked pouches (for letter mails) must be con
trolled by the rule of equal exchange or reciprocal return; therefore a 
separate locked pouch must not be made up in any post-office, railway 
post-office, or route agency, (Urcell;/ for  any other, icitli greater or less fre
guene;/ than и separate locked pouch is usuali;/ received directly therefrom, 
without special instructions from the Department. Pepea ted failures to
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comply with this rulo on the part of any office must be reported to the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General by any postmaster, railway post- 
office clerk, or route-agent whose supplies o f mail bags may have mate
rially been reduced thereby. The same rule is not applicable to separate 
tied sacks of printed matter, which may be made up and dispatched 
without regard to a corresponding return of printed matter; but all 
such sacks, (or a like number o f them,) received and emptied in post- 
offices not depositories, are to be promptly returned, duly labeled, to the 
place whence they were received, whether there shall be printed matter to 
send back in tlum or not. Any that may be received from unknown sources, 
or from places where they are not needed, must not be suffered to fall 
into disuse, but be forwarded without delay to the nearest mail-bag 
depository.

Seo. 014. In all post offices where many lock-pouches are sent and 
received daily, such a register of the outgoing and incoming mails should 
be kept as will show the places to which separate locked, pouches are 
sent, and frfltn which they are received, as well as the number sent to 
and received from each daily. Postmasters will give particular attention 
to keeping such registers, and will be guided by the same in correcting 
all disparities in their exchanges of locked pouches.

S e c . 015. The following post-offices are depositories for mail bags and 
locks, where mail bags and locks, new and old, are collected and distributed 
underspecial instructions from tbe Second Assistant Postmaster General: 
Portland and Bangor, Maine ;  Concord, New Hampshire ;  Rutland, Ver 
mont ; Boston, Massachusetts ;  Providence, Rhode Island ; Hartford ami 
New liaren, Connecticut ;  New York, Albany, and Buffalo, New York ; 
Trenton, New Jersey ; Philadelphia, Harrisburyh, and Pittsburgh, Pennsyl
vania; Baltimore, Maryland ; Washington, District o f  Columbia ; Rich
mond, Virginia; Wheeling, West Virginia; Raleigh, North Carolina: 
Charleston and Columbia, South Carolina; A llanta and Savannah, Georgia; 
Tallahassee, Florida ; Mobile and Montgomery, Alabama;  Jackson, Missis
sippi ;  New Orleans, Louisiana ;  Little Rock, Arkansas; Nashville and 
Memphis, Tennessee; Louisville, Kentucky; Cincinnati and Cleveland, 
Ohio ; Detroit, Michigan ; Indianapolis, Indiana; Springfield and Chicago, 
Illinois ; Saint Louis, Missouri ;  Milwaukee, Wisconsin ;  Des Moines and 
Dubuque, Iowa ;  Saint Paul, Minnesota ; Galveston, Texas; San Francisco, 
California; Portland, Oregon ;  Salt Lake City, Utah Territory ; Lawrence 
Kansas ; and Omaha, Nebraska.

Se c . 010. It is tbe duty of every postmaster whose office is a depository 
for mail bags and locks to render to the office of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General, division of mail equipments, an account at the end 
of every month showing the number of each kind of mail locks and o f cadi 
size o f the second kinds o f mail bags on hand at the beginning o f and received 
daring the month, o f those furnished to other offices, o f  those in actual use 

in his office, and of those remaining on hand, not in use, hut ready fo r  dis 
tribution. Blanks lor this purpose w ill be furnished from time to time 
on application to the Department.
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Sec. 017. Each postmaster at a depository for mail bags and locks 
must bo careful to keep apart from the mail bags and locks required for 
current use o f his office all surplus articles of that kind, and to consider 
them as deposited for distribution in such manner as may be directed by 
the Department. For all mail bags and locks so distributed he will 
obtain receipts, which are to be transmitted immediately to the Depart
ment. lie  may withdraw mail bags and locks from the surplus stock 
on deposit to supply wants of his own office, but not to supply other 
offices, without special instructions, except in emergencies admitting 
of no delay. For mail-bags so withdrawn from deposit, his certifi
cate iu the former case, and receipts in the latter, must be transmitted 
to the Department, where, when received, they will be entered to his 
credit. The legitimate use of mail-bags is resti icted to the transmission 
of mailable matter while under the care, custody, and control of the Post - 
Offiee Depart ment, through its postmasters and other authorized agents. 
Their application to any other uses than those o f this Department is 
illegal and strictly forbidden. The stealing, purloining, converting from 
proper use, or conveying away, to the detriment o f the service, of any 
mail-bags, is a felony by law, punishable with fine and imprisonment.

Sec. 018. Whenever, in any post-office in the large towns and cities, 
there is an extreme necessity o f extending to publishers the privilege of 
taking canvas sacks to their offices to be there filled with printed matter 
for the mails, the postmaster must keep an exact account with each 
publisher of the number of sacks taken from and returned to his office 
on-every occasion. Besides the account kept in the post-office for that 
purpose, pass books should be tised between the several printing-offices 
and the post-office. No sacks should be delivered for any publisher, 
except on presentation of his pass-book, in which he is to be debited 
with the number o f sacks intrusted to him, and credited with the num
ber returned ; and for the due return of all sacks so intrusted tø him 
each publisher shall be held responsible.

S e c . fill). It is the duty of postmasters and other agents of this De
partment to prevent, whenever in their power, any waste or abuse of 
mail bags; to reclaim them from improper hands; and to give informa
tion o f every instance of theft or illegal use of mail-bags coming to their 
knowledge.

Se c . (í2<>. Mail hags of every description arc required by law to be 
purchased by contract made with the lowest bidder, after advertisement 
for proposals. They are not to be purchased by postmasters or mail· 
contractors, and no allowance will be made for mail bags purchased by 
theta without special instructions from the Department.

S e c . O lii. Mail-bag labels (printed and blank) and mail-catchers (for 
use where they are allowed by the Department) are furnished on nppli 
cation to the office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, division 
of mail equipments.

Sec. (>22. Every application for mail-hags, labels, and mail catchers 
mast state fully the reasons therefor.
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S e c . 023. It is the duty of postmasters to report promptly to the Sec
ond Assistant Postmaster-General, division o f special agents and mail 
depredations, every complaint which is made to them or comes to their 
knowledge of the loss in the mails of letters of value, whether registered 
or not.

Sec. G2I. In every case of loss by mail the Department should he 
immediately informed of all the circumstances connected with it, such 
as the name o f the office in which tlie letter was posted and the date 
of mailing; whether by the writer himself or by another person; the 
names o f the writer and the person addressed; the amount and a de
scription of the inclosure ; the office to which addressed ; whether mailed 
direct or for distribution ; if the latter, to what distributing office it was 
mailed ; and whether registered or unregistered, with any other particulars 
.that may aid in making a thorough investigation.

Sec . G2Õ. Whenever a post-office has been robbed, the postmaster will 
immediately communicate all the facts in relation thereto in a special 
report to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, division of special 
agents and mail depredations. This report must state as fully as pos
sible all the circumstances connected with the robbery, giving the date 
and extent of the loss. He must be careful to state whether the loss 
consists of keys, stamps, stamped envelopes, letters, (stolen or rifled,) 
money, or other valuables. I f  the loss involves any registered matter, 
he must be particular in stating whether the same was taken from the 
office or merely rifled of its contents. He must give all the particulars 
of which he may be in possession in relation to each registered letter, 
as to Ihe office o f mailing, date when mailed, by whom written, to whom 
addressed, contents, Ac. If any registered matter in transit should be 
lost or rifled, he must give the number, postmark, and address o f such 
package ; and the special agent in whose district the robbery occurred 
should also be notified of the same.
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Se c . G2G. In some cases it may be proper to offer a reward, not ex
ceeding $50, for the apprehension of a criminal, payable on conviction ; 
but if', in the opinion of the postmaster, it should be deemed expedient 
to offer a larger sum, the consent of the Postmaster-General must first 
be obtained.

Se c . 627. Cases of mail-robbery should at once be reported to the 
Department, and information given from time to time of any new facts 
which may be developed in regard to them.

Se c . 628. When a criminal is apprehended, the attorney for the district 
in which the offense was committed must be promptly informed of the 
facts, and his advice, and, if possible, ids personal attention, be obtained. 
I f from any cause the services of the district attorney cannot be had, 
and it shall become necessary to employ another attorney, the compen
sation of such attorney must be agreed upon before engaging in the 
ease, subject to the approval o f the Postmaster General ; and it will only 
be paid upon recommendation of the special agent who may have charge 
o f the ease.

Se c . 629. Persons arrested for mail depredations should be taken 
before a district or circuit judge, or a United States commissioner, for 
examination or commitment.

Se c . G30. Postmasters will spare no exertions to have justice done 
and the guilty punished, by procuring testimony, and giving the prosecu
tion all lawful aid in their power.

Se c . G31. All nccesmry expenses that may be incurred in prosecuting 
a ease of mail depredation will be reimbursed by the Department; but 
payment will only be made aftel it shall be recommended by a special 
agent who is familiar with the case.

Se c . G32. I f  a postmaster has reason to believe that a mail has been 
stolen, in whole or in part, in the vicinity of his office, he shall at once 
examine into the evidence, and if satisfied that such robbery or theft 
has actually occurred, he shall take immediato and energetic measures 
for recovering the mail and for apprehending and prosecuting the 
offender.

Sec . 633. Money and other valuables sent by mail, whether registered 
or unregistered, are at the risk of the owner ; but in case of loss the 
Department will endeavor to discover the cause, and, when there has 
been a theft, to punish the offender and recover the amount stolen.

Se c . 634. When the Postmaster-General is satisfied that money or 
property stolen from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received 
at the Department, the same will he delivered to the owner upon the 
production o f proper evidence of ownership.
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Sec. 635. The United States is divided intőéire divisions, to each of. 
which is assigned one special agent, with tlie designation of “ superin 
tendent of railway mail-service.”

These five divisions are as follows :
1. Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, llhodc Island, 

and Connecticut.
2. New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, West 

Virginia, and the Eastern Shore of Virginia.
3. Virginia, (excluding the Eastern Shore,) North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee.

4. Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Nebraska, Kansas, and the Territories o f Colorado, 
New Mexico, Indian, and Dakota.

5. California, Nevada, Oregon, and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, 
Montana, Washington, Idaho, and Arizona.

Sec. 636. Superintendents of railway mail-service have a wide range 
of important and responsible duties. A  thorough knowledge o f the 
various postal laws, the regulations of the Department, and their prac
tical bearings on any question presented to them for official action, is 
an essential element in their capacity for usefulness. These officers are 
therefore required to acquaint themselves with the statutes of the United 
States touching postal affairs, and the regulations thereunder of the 
Postmaster-General, which have the force of law. Without a famil
iarity with these, and an experimental knowledge of the practical work

C IT Λ Γ T  E R X X X I X .
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ings o f post-offices, a special agent would uot be qualified to instruct 
postmasters and others in the service of the Department as to their 
duties, and properly decide eases of doubt or questions of law or fact.

Sec. 037. The efficiency o f  a special agent of this class in the per
formance of the peculiar duties assigned to him greatly depends on the 
minute and particular knowledge which he possesses o f the mail-service 
in his division, as well as a general knowledge of the mail-service of the 
country. По should know accurately the connections of railway lines, 
and acquaint himself with their management, equipment, and general 
facilities for travel, as incidental to the questions which may arise in 
the classification of the several lines by the Department as mail-routes. 
Бе should know also the connections o f inferior routes, not railway 
routes, so that this lateral service may receive due attention ; and to 
this end he should apply to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
for pamphlet copies o f the last advertisements o f mail-lettings in the 
division where he is employed.

Sec. C38. He will inform himself as to the nature of contracts with 
the Department for the transportation of the mails, and the frequency 
of the service, upon each and every railway line in his division.

Sec. G39. It is his duty to personally inspect the facilities for the safe 
transfer o f mails at the several connecting points, and the manner in 
which transfers are made, especially where there is a considerable 
portage between trains. Such transfers should always be made, even 
when two lines are connected by one continuous track, with the utmost 
care and watchfulness ; when occurring in the night, abundant light 
should be furnished to prevent inaccuracy and possible loss or theft·. 
Every faulty discharge of this duty must be corrected, and a neglect or 
refusal, after repeated attempts at a correction of the evil, he will report 
to the Department in a special letter.

Se c . 640. He will carefully observe what arrangements are made for 
the safety of the mails while being conveyed between the several post- 
offices and the railway stations or mail-cars, and how they are disposed 
of in the cars. There is reason to believe that through mails do not 
receive that care and safe custody that their importance demands. This 
must receive his special attention, in order that contract obligations in 
his respect may be enforced. On lines where there are route-agents ho 
will see that suitable accommodations are provided for the safe and 
convenient assorting and bagging of the mails, and that mails for post- 
offices within eighty rods from the rail way-station, after delivery from 
the cars, are promptly delivered by the contractor or his agents; ami, 
in general, keep the most vigilant watch over the interests o f the De
partment in all things pertaining to the transportation o f the mails on 
all railway lines in his division.

Se c . 611. Besides certainty and celerity in the carriage of the mails, 
security in transit must have his personal attention. If any railroad
contractor or his agents neglect or refuse to provide l'or the security of 

13 i* с



274

the mails in transit, a special report of the facts in the case should be 
made to the Department ; but no special report should be made until 
all means at command to accomplish a correction of the evil shall have 
been exhausted.

Se c . 012. He will inform himself of the duties and obligations of 
local agents, route-agents, railway post-office clerks, and mail-messengers, 
as set forth in their printed instructions. He is required to keep a strict 
watch over this branch of the service, that neglect may be detected if 
it exists, irregularities corrected, distribution of the mails receive proper 
attention, and that all other duties coming within the scope of the 
several instructions to such employés are intelligently and accurately 
performed.

S e c . 013. On railway lines where it may happen that there arc no 
route-agents, he will notice closely who is charged with the custody of 
the mails; whether they arc securely placed out o f reach of any but 
duly authorized persons; and, generally, whether proper provision is 
made for their safety in other respects.

Se c . GI4. It will also be his duty to direct the movement o f local 
mails over the respective railway lines in his division, and to provide 
frequent interchanges between local points.

S e c . 015. When the transportation o f the mails is by steamboat in a 
division, or on a dividing line between two divisions, the superintendent 
of either will give attention to the manner of such transportation, and 
in no case permit the mails to be exposed on deck; and in every other 
way he will exercise the same rigid scrutiny and surveillance as incases 
o f railway service.

Se c . 010. lie  will sec that no unnecessary expense is either made or 
suffered to remain chargeable on the revenues of the Department 
without being brought to tbc notice o f the Postmaster-General in 
special reports. This implies, on bis part, an inspection o f mail-mes
senger service on the collective railway lines in his division, local agents’ 
service, and other matter of like nature. While economy is to be care
fully kept in view, it is not intended that necessary expenditures for 
increased facilities for the movement o f the mails shall be denied.

Se c . 017. It is expected that the superintendents will keep a careful 
watch for any violations of law by private expresses, or by other per
sons, in sending or carrying mailable matter over established routes out 
of the mail ; and if such violations be confirmed by evidence, be л v i 11 
report the facts to the Department for its action.

Se c . 04S. A n  important and incidental part of their duty will be the 
inspection of the large post-offices at the termini of railway lines, in 
order to examine the distribution therein, the manner in which mails 
are made up for transmission, and every other thing in connection with 
transportation, to the end that imperfect service may be detected.

S e c . 019. They arc also required to acquaint themselves thoroughly 
with the instructions to postmasters, railway port-office clerks, and



route-agents, in regard to mail keys, bags, and locks, and to sec that 
those instructions are strictly complied with.

Se c . G50. Λ  superintendent will not consider himself bound to confine 
himself to the division assigned him under all circumstances. An exi
gency in the service may arise winch would call him into an adjoining 
division to correct an evil, permitting no time to communicate with the 
superintendent of that division. In that case the usual courtesy of an 
explanatory note to the resident superintendent should be observed, 
but no interference in tlie arrangement o f such division, other than the 
correction of an evil affecting his own division, should he made. Har
monious action among all of them is essential to success.

Se c . Col. All special agents are intrusted with keys to the several mail 
locks in use, and are, by virtue of their commissions and these instruc 
tions, authorized to open and examine the mails whenever and whcrevei 
they may find it necessary to do so. They are also empowered to cntei 
and examine any post-office when the safety of the mails requires it, or 
the general interests of the service demand such examination. And by 
virtue o f their commissions and the instructions, all contractors, post
masters, and others in the service of this Department are bound to 
respect and obey the authority thus conferred.

S e c . 652. The commission o f a special agent of this Department will 
pass him free over all mail-routes where conveyance of passengers is 
provided for by tbc contractors; but if, in the performance of pressing 
duties, a special agent should at any time find it necessary to procure 
private conveyance, or to pay fare, he will charge such expense in his 
next monthly account, and accompany it with explanations and vouch 
era. If in any case the contractor on any mail-route, railroad, or other 
wise, refuse him a free passage over the same, after the exhibition o f his 
commission, he will pay the fare demanded, taking a receipt therefor, 
if one can be obtained, and charge the same in his account. If no such 
voucher can he obtained, the charge must be verified by a certificate, on 
honor, as to its correctness, in which he will, when the fare has been paid 
to a railroad company or contractor, clearly describe such company by 
its proper corporate title, and also give the termini of the route passed 
over, and, in the case o f a contractor, give the number of his route. 
This must be strictly observed.

See. 053. While a special agent’s commission entitles him to pass free 
over a mail-route, it is expected, nevertheless, that he will satisfy the 
contractor or bis agent of that fact by exhibiting his commission, in 
order to avoid any contlict with the regulations of the contractor. Tho 
object of this section is obvious, but a special agent is not required to 
present bis commission in order to obtain passage free, if, in his judg
ment, it is expedient not to do so. In such case he should pay his 
fare.

Sec. 031. Superintendents of railway mail-service are assigned to 
that duty as a specialty, but they are required to give counsel and
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assistance to the post-office inspectors and other special agents in their 
several duties, and perform the same, if necessary, in the exigency of 
the service.

Sec. 055. Special agents, in the matter of transportation of the mails 
in any one division, are subordinate to the superintendent of railway 
mail-service in that division, and they will be governed by their direc
tions. In the matter of inspection o f post-offices, and the various duties 
arising thereunder, they are also subordinate when their co-operation is 
required by him.

Sec. 050. It is expected that the superintendents o f railway mail-serv
ice, and other special agents in the several divisions, will act in perfect 
harmony with each other to elevate the character of the Department 
for faithfulness, efficiency, and punctuality in the several branches of 
its service.

Sec . 057. Special agents will, in the course o f their travels, see that 
the printed notice o f February 1,1872, “ requesting the public to include 
the name o f  the county in the addresses o f mail-matter,” is conspicuously 
posted in all post-offices, and use their efforts to secure the end desired 
thereby.

Sec. 058. Any question which may arise in the course o f business 
requiring the special attention of superintendents, not touched upon 
in these instructions, will be made the subject o f special instructions.

Sec. G59. Each superintendent will enter in a daily journal all his 
official actions bearing on the service, and at the close of each and every 
month transmit to the Department a transcript thereof, making refer
ence to, but omitting the subject-matter of, special reports made to the 
Department during the month.

Sec. 000. A  special report or other communication to the Department 
should not embrace more than the one subject. I f  special agents have 
occasion to communicate with the Department in the same mail 
on more than one topic, each must be the subject of a separate letter.

Sec. 001. Communications to the Department should be concise and 
explicit, in such manner as to present the subject-matter in the smallest 
space consistent with perspicuity.

S e c . 002. Communications made to the Department by special agents 
of any class, on its business, o f whatever nature, (excepting those relat
ing to reported depredations or losses by mail, the railway mail-service, 
the money-order system, the letter-carrier system, or the Finance and 
Dead-Letter Offices,) should be distinctly marked “ s p e c i a l ”  on the 
envelope.

Sec. 003. Official communications marked “ confidential” from the 
special agents o f this Department will be held as confidential. In no 
case will their contents be otherwise used, except as a last resort, in the 
administration o f the affairs o f the Department, or to secure the ends 
o f justice. But no communication should be so marked unless it relates 
solely to business o f the Department, and in its interest, and in pursuance 
of confidential instructions.
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Sec. GG4. All official communications from tlie Department must be 
regarded as confidential; but it may become necessary, in the prosecu
tion o f their duties, for special ageuts to disclose, in some cases, their 
contents, or portions thereof. They are required to be discreet in this 
particular, and make known, if the necessity arise, only so much as 
may enable them to further their labors to advantage. In no case, 
however, where a communication is evidently intended to be confiden
tial, may its contents or purport be made known to any person. Any 
departure from this injunction must' first be duly authorized.

Sec. GGõ. In urgent and important cases the telegraph may be used, 
at the cost of the Department.

Sec. GOG. A  special agent will not withdraw himself from the divi 
sión or district assigned him to visit the seat of Government without 
leave from the Department, unless upon some sudden or urgent occa
sion, when such permission cannot be obtained without delay to the in
jury of the service.

Sec. GG7. Before entering on duty, each and every special agent of 
this Department must take tlie official oath required by law.

Sec. GGS. The several enactments of law defining crimes and offenses 
against the post-office establishment, to which reference should be fre
quently made by special agents, admonish every person in the employ 
of the Department that the law-making power intends to throw around 
the privity o f correspondence the solemn sanction o f its protection. 
One of the highest obligations of the Department to the people is to 
preserve, by all the means in its power, the absolute sanctity of a seal. 
The enactments referred to arc entirely explicit. Special agents are 
required to impress on postmasters and their subordinates, at all times, 
that the Postmaster-General will visit with punishment to the full ex
tent o f the law any violation of the statute in this particular.

Sec. GGf). By the terms of his appointment, a special agent is expected 
to give all his time and attention to the service. The Postmaster-Gen 
eral is therefore constrained to decide that to engage actively in any 
business or employment requiring a division of bis time, is inconsistent 
with the official obligations lie owes the Department, and will be suffi 
cieut cause to revoke bis commission.

INSTRUCTIONS TO SPECIAL AGENTS ASSIGNED TO DUTY ON MAIL ΙΙΕΓ
UEDATIONS.

Sec. G70. The special agents o f the Post-Office Department are 
charged with peculiar duties, to comprehend which a thorough know!« 
edge o f the various postal laws, the regulations of the Department, 
and the practical workings of post-offices, is indispensable. They aro 
therefore required to acquaint themselves with tlie statutes of the 
United States touching postal affairs, and the regulations of the Post 
master-General in accordance therewith, which have the force of law. 
M ithout a thorough familiarity with these, and an experimental knowl
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edge of the internal operations of post-offices of all classes, they would 
not be qualified to instruct postmasters and others in the service of the 
Department as to their various and multiform duties, and properly de
cide cases of doubt or questions o f law and fact. They should know 
the nature of contracts with the Department for the transportation of 
the mails over routes not railway routes, and the frequency o f the ser
vice thereon, so that this lateral service may receive intelligent super
vision ; and to this end they should apply to the Second Assistant Post
master-General for pamphlet copies o f the last advertisement of maii- 
lettings in the district in which they arc employed. A special agent who 
is without previous experience in the performance of the duties of the 
position should, on receiving his appointment, spend as much time as ho 
can spare from pressing obligations in a well-regulated post-office of the 
first or second class, in order to acquire a thorough knowledge of the 
routine duties of such office in respect to the manner and method of 
separating, distributing, and dispatching the mails, and the other mi
nute details belonging to the internal management of such office under 
the regulations of the Department. In this respect each special agent 
is expected, by close application, to perfect himself as soon as possible, 
that the interest o f the service may not suffer by any want of knowl
edge on his part. Special agents are required to acquaint themselves 
thoroughly with the instructions to postmasters, railway post office 
clerks, and route-agents, and in regard to mail keys, bags, and locks, 
and to see that those instructions are strictly complied with.

S e c . G71. They are intrusted with the investigation o f mail depreda
tions, whether resulting from criminal intention or the ignorance or 
carelessness of postmasters and others having charge of the mails. As 
the prompt and faithful discharge o f this duty often involves matters 
o f great delicacy, affecting the reputation and standing of individuals, 
and sometimes even life itself, it should he entered upon with a due 
sense of the responsibility of the agent and the rights of all parties 
interested ; and in the performance thereof, all the tact and ingenuity 
of the special agent, as well as his patience and forbearance, will bo 
called into requisition. He should do nothing rashly or without due 
consideration. While he should not shrink from the performance of 
any duty which official obligation enjoins, he is so to regard the rights 
of others as not to indulge in the wanton abuse of the extensive powers 
confided to him. Special agents are reminded that it is not only their 
duty, but the public have a right to expect than, to make every effort to 
protect correspondence intrusted to the mails, and particularly, in cases 
o f  lost or rifled valuable letters, to make an immediate and thorough 
investigation.

Se c . G71Ì. The investigation of mail depredations or reported losses 
by mail will require the exercise of the greatest skill and vigilance. It 
is not possible for the Department to instruct a special agent as to the



particular means to be used in discovering the exact locality of an 
ascertained theft from the mail, or in ferreting out and arresting the 
perpetrator. These must necessarily be as various as the circumstances 
which surround each case, and must be left to the intelligence, vigi
lance, ingenuity, and good judgment o f the agent charged with such 
investigation. There are, however,certain qualities and habits which are 
absolutely indispensable. Foremost among these are self-control, per
severance, caution, and silence in regard to the object o f bis employment 
and operations, lie  should, therefore, when traveling, attract as little 
notice as possible, and should conceal his official character whenever 
and wherever such concealment can be practiced, and he should refrain 
from announcing his official position on hotel books and other public 
registers, lie  should, as well after as before a successful investigation, 
prevent, as far as lie can, publicity being given to the means by which 
his success was achieved, lest the same means may become inoperative 
and valueless in another case.

S e c . G7d. When an arrest is made for an offense against the postal 
laws, the prisoner should be put in charge of the regular law officers of 
the United States as early as possible. If bis examination cannot con
veniently be had before a judge or commissioner of the United States, 
he should be taken before the nearest justice o f the peace, or other State 
authority competent to examine and bind him over for trial. As 
justices of the peace have in many cases declined to issue warrants or 
to enter upon examinations, from a doubt as to their jurisdiction, the 
special agent may remove such doubt by referring them to the pro
visions on this subject contained in the 33d section of the judiciary act 
of September 2 1 ,17S‘J, which is as follows:

A n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  e n a c t e d , That for any crime or offense against the United States, the 
offender may, by any justice or judge of the United States, or by any j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  p e a c e  
o r  o t h e r  m a g i s t r a t e  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , where lie may be found, agreeably to the 
usual mode of process against offenders in such State, and at the expense of tho United 
States, be arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, аз the cose may he, lor trial before such 
court of the United States as by this act has cognizanco o f tho offense. And copies 
of tho process shall bo returned as speedily as may be into the clerk’s oilice of such 
court, together with tho recognizances of the witnesses for their appearance to testify 
in the case; which recognizance t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  before whom the examination shall bo 
may require on pain o f imprisonment. And if  such commitment ol the ollender or the 
witnesses shall be in a district other than that in which the offense is to be tried, it 
slinil be the duty o f the judge of that district w here thodelinqneut is imprisoned season
ably to issue, and o f tho marshal of tho samo district to execute, a warrant for the 
removal of the offender and the w itnesses, or either of them, as the case may be, to tho 
district in which the trial is to Ij o  hud. And upon all arrests in criminal cases, hail 
shall bo.admitted, except where tho punishment may be death, in which cases it shall 
not bo admitted but by the supreme or a circuit court, or by a justice ot the supreme 
court, or a judge of a district court, who shall exorcise their discretion therein regard
ing tho nature and circumstances o f tho offense, and o f the evidence, and the usages of 
law. And if  a person committed by a justice o f the supreme or a judge of a district 
court, for au offeuso not punishable with death, shall afterward procure hail, and there 
be no judge of tho United States in Ilio district to take tho same, it may bo taken by 
any judge o f the supreme or superior court of law of such State.
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The recognizances of witnesses themselves shall be sufficient, except 
in cases where it is feared that they will not attend the trial. In the 
latter ease, sureties must be required. When an arrest is made, special 
agents are required to immediately inform the chief o f division o f  mail 
depredations, in a special report, o f all the facts iu relation thereto. This 
report must show the name and official position of the party arrested, 
(if an employé of the Department,) where, when, and by whom arrested, 
the offense, and the exact status of the case at date of such report. 
They are also required to keep the Department fully advised in relation 
to the progress of trials o f persons arrested for violation of the postal 
laws in their respective districts. Special reports should be made, from 
time to time, of the progress in each case to its línal conclusion, and 
the result. It is important that these instructions should be complied 
with so far as it is practicable to do so.

Sec. 074. Special agents are expected to be at all times ready to im 
part freely to other special agents of less experience all the assistance 
in their power in the way of information, suggestion, or advice. Any 
novel or successful device for the detection of depredators upon the 
mails which may occur to any agent iu the service o f the Post-Office 
Department, may with propriety be communicated in a special report 
to the chief of division o f mail depredations, in order that such device 
may be made available in such other cases as in his judgment the service 
may require. The utmost care should be taken that strict secrecy be 
observed in everything of this nature addressed to the Department. 
Such reports should be addressed to the chief of division of mail depre
dations, and marked “  Personal.”·

Sec. 07Õ. Special agents will give particular attention to the “ Regu
lations respecting the registration of letters.” They will make personal 
examination as frequently as possible to ascertain whether postmasters 
exercise due care in conforming to the instructions embraced in those 
regulations. Λ  departure from them will not be permitted, and when 
any irregularity is discovered to exist, they must cause a correction to 
be made immediately.

Sec. C7G. They will admonish postmasters, when it appears to be 
necessary, against permitting any person not employed in their respective 
offices, nor duly authorized, to have access to the tables and cases where 
letters are exposed. This prohibition applies to all persons not actually 
employed in post-offices as assistants therein.

Sec. 077. Special agents will be particularly careful to investigate, 
without delay, all cases of missing registered letters, registered packages 
of stamps or stamped envelopes, referred to them by postmasters, as well 
as all other cases sent to them from the depredation office, and as early 
as possible return them to the Department, with the result of such inves
tigation indorsed thereon. No case should be retained for a longer 
period than six months, which is ample for a proper investiga
tion. This is particularly applicable to lost registered letters, and must
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bo strictly complied with. lí' at the termination of the period above 
mentioned any cases are remaining on hand unaccounted for, they should 
be returned to the Department with report, and the propriety of retain
ing or returning them for further investigation will then be determined. 
In particular cases, when it is absolutely necessary to produce any or all 
o f the papers relating to them as evidence on trial, a special agent is author- 
ized to retain them as long as it may be necessary for such purpose. In 
regard to a case received from the Department, if it shall be ascertained 
that the loss complained o f did not occur in his district, he is directed 
to return it at once to the Department, recommending its reference to 
the special agent in whose district he has reason to believe the loss oc
curred, together with any information he may be able to give concerning 
it. The receipt of cases will be acknowledged by the special agent on a 
separate sheet, to accompany his monthly report at the end o f each month. 
Immediate acknowledgments of receipt of cases are only required of 
agents on the Pacific coast and iu the Territories.

Sec. G7S. Special agents should impress upon all postmasters, and 
especially those at distributing post-offices, the necessity of reporting to 
the Department every case of missing registered letters or packages with
out· delay. (See Circular No. 39, dated November IS, ISTI.)

Sec. 079. In urgent and important cases tbc telegraph may be used, 
at the cost o f the Department.

S e c . OSO. I ii very many cases when small post offices are robbed, or 
reported to be robbed, by burglars, it is due to the negligence of the 
postmaster in failing to keep the premises reasonably secure ; and in 
many cases the depredators appear to have taken only private funds, 
and left the public property untouched. The frequency of such cases is 
a cause of great annoyance to the Department, and they often occupy, 
with no valuable results, the time of special agents who have other and 
more important work to do. In each of said cases hereafter, special 
agents will report whether strict and careful precautions have been ob
served on the part of the postmaster ; and if this is not the case, and 
public property be stolen, they will report the postmaster for removal. 
In the absence of any positive statute on the subject, it is probable that 
by the common law the postmaster would be held personally responsible 
to individuals for valuables lost through bis carelessness in not keeping 
bis office reasonably secure, provided the same were mailable matter and 
duly post-paid. (See Circular No. 27.)

Sec. OSI. The several enactments of law defining crimes and oflenses 
against the Post-Office establishment, to which reference should be fre
quently made by special agents, admonish every person in the employ 
of the Department that the law-making power intends to throw around 
the privity of correspondence the solemn sanction of its protection. One 
of the highest obligations o f the Department to the people is to preserve, 
by all means within its power, the absolute sanctity of a seal. The 
enactments referred to are entirely explicit. Special agents arc required
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to impress on postmasters and tlieir subordinates, at all times, that the 
Postmaster-General will visit with punishment to the full extent of the 
law any violation of the statutes in this particular.

Sec. CS2. All special agents are intrusted with keys to the several 
mail-locks in use, and are, by virtue of their commissions and these in
structions, authorized to open and examine the mails whenever and 
wherever they may lind it necessary to do so. They are also empowered 
to enter and examine any post-office when the safety of the mails re
quires it, or the general interests of the service demand such examina
tion, and all contractors, postmasters, and others in the service of this 
Department are bound to respect and obey the authority thus con
ferred.

Sec. GS3. The commission of a special agent of this Department will 
pass him free over all mail-routes where conveyance of passengers is 
provided for by the contractors; but if, in the performance of pressing 
duties, a special agent should at any time find it necessary to procure 
private conveyance, or to pay fare, he will charge such expense in his 
next monthly account, and accompany it with explanations and vouchers. 
If in any case the contractor on any mail-route, railroad or otherwise, 
refuse him a fi ce passage over the same after the exhibition of his com
mission, lie will pay the fare demanded, taking a receipt therefor, if one 
can be obtained, and charge the same in his account. I f  no such voucher 
can be obtained, the charge must be verified by a certificate on honor as 
to its correctness, and lie will, when the fare has been paid to a railroad 
company, clearly describe such company by its proper corporate title, 
(not initials only,) and also give the termini of the route passed over, and, 
in the case of a contractor, the number of his route. This must be 
strictly observed. A  special ageut is not required to present bis com
mission iu order to obtain passage free, if, in his judgment, it is expe
dient not to do so. In such case he should pay his fare.

Sec. GS1. A  special report or other communication to the Department 
should not embrace more than one subject. I f  special agents have occa
sion to communicate with the Department iu the same mail on more 
than one topic, each must be the subject of a separate letter. Communi
cations to the Department should be concise and explicit, in such manner 
as to present the subject matter in the smallest space consistent with 
perspicuity; and all written official communications to the Department 
should be addressed to the particular bureau to which they may relate.

Sec. GSã. Official communications marked “  Confidential” from the 
special agents of this Department will beheld  as confidential. In no 
•ease will their contents be otherwise used, except as a last resort iu tlic 
administration of the affairs o f the Department, or to secure the ends of 
justice. Dut no communication should be so marked unless it relates 
solely to business o f  the Department and in its interest, and in pursuance of 
confidential instructions.

S e c . GSG. All official communications from the Department must be
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regarded as confidential ; but it may become necessary, in tbc prosecu
tion of tlicir duties, for special agents to disclose in some cases their con
tents or portions thereof. They are required to be discreet in this par
ticular, and to make known, if the necessity arise, only so much as may 
enable them to further their labors to advantage. In no casc, however, 
where a communication is evidently intended to be confidential, may its 
contents or purport be made known to any person. Any departure from 
this injunction must first be duly authorized.

Sec. G87. By the terms of his appointment, a special agent is expected 
to give all his time and attention to the service. The Postmaster-Gen
eral is constrained, therefore, to decide that to engage actively in any 
business or employment requiring a division of his time is inconsistent 
with the official obligations lie owes the Department, and will be suffi
cient cause to revoke his commission.

Sec. G88. Special agents are required to keep a brief but accurate 
journal o f daily duty, which must show the locality and manner o f em
ployment of each agent on the several days of each, month, and must 
indicate the depredation cases in the investigation of which he is en
gaged, and the progress of his investigations. Each agent will forward 
to the Department, with his monthly account, or as soon after the close 
of each month as it is practicable to do so, a transcript of so much of 
his journal as may not have been communicated in special reports.

Six’. G89. Upon visiting money-order post-offices, he will examine the 
money-order registers and cash-book, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether or not the former have been properly kept, and the latter bal
anced daily, as the regulations prescribe. He will also ascertain whether 
or not postmasters comply fully with the following requirements of the 
money-order instructions, viz : that, t! at the close of each week, they 
shall, without delay, make out and forward a statement o f the busi
ness done during tho week ; that they must promptly remit for deposit 
all surplus money-order funds uot absolutely required to meet payments, 
as the improper retention or use o f such funds will subject them to the 
peualties of embezzlement; and that they must, at all times, be ready 
to prove to a special agent that they actually have on hand the amount 
of reserve funds which they are permitted to hold.” Should lie fiud 
that a postmaster has failed to perform his duty in any of these particu
lars, or that lie has been otherwise negligent in lhe transaction of the 
money-order business—for example, that he does not forward promptly 
advices of orders issued—the special agent will call his attention to 
such delinquency, administer a proper admonition, and, unless the mat
ter be of minor importance, report the case to the superintendent of the 
money-order system. lie  will,furthermore,examine every communica
tion from the money-order office, whether written or printed, which 
may have been received at the post-office since his last visit, in order 
that be may enforce a strict compliance on tlie part o f the postmaster 
with all special instructions. Whenever serious difficulties are by him
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reported to exist in tlie conduct of the money-order business at any 
post-office, the special agent for the money-order service will be sent, if 
jiracticable, to that office, to the end that he may cause the speedy re
moval o f such difficulties.

Se c . 090. A  special agent is liable at any time to be called ou to take 
charge of a post-office in case of default, resignation, or death of a post
master, and perform the full functions of a postmaster. He will there
fore be in readiness to tile bonds in such cases in such security as the 
Postmaster-General may require and approve, according to law.

Se c . 091. A t each post-office of the ilrst or second class, or any other 
office where allowance is made for clerk-hire, a special agent will observe 
whether or not the postmaster gives his personal attention to its busi
ness. A  postmaster, by his commission, is bound to render his time 
and attention, as far as he may be required, to his office ; and if this be 
not done, and any expense is thereby incurred on the revenues of the 
Department, in the way of additional help, the special agent will notify 
the Department of the fact in a special report, lie  will carefully exam
ine, at each post-office he may visit, whether such watchful supervision 
is exercised over it as to secure subordination, method, and personal 
accountability among those employed therein. "Where a flagrant abuse 
or imperfection in that part of tbc service confided to his supervision is 
discovered, he will make a report thereof to the Department; but when 
the complaint can be corrected by advice or admonition on his part, no 
special report should be made.

Se c . G9U. It will be an incidental duty, when visiting a post-office in 
the discharge of his duty, to ascertain whether the quarterly accounts 
of the postmaster have been promptly and properly rendered. The 
duplicates retained by the postmaster should be carefully scrutinized. 
It will also be his duty, when lie visits a post-office, to inquire whether 
the postmaster has any collection-drafts drawn on other postmasters in 
his possession; and if so, to ascertain if due diligence has been used to 
obtain payment. He will also ascertain, when he visits a post-office, in 
what manner the postmaster pays over the revenues of his office to the 
Department, whether by deposits witli other postmasters, under instruc
tions, or by payments to contractors; and if it be either a deposit or 
a collection office, he v ili examine the duplicate receipts from the 
depository or contractors to whom payment has been made, in order 
to inform himself whether the amount paid agrees with the amount 
reported to he due the United States each quarter. To protect 
the revenues of the Department, lie will make personal examination, 
as frequently as he can, into the emolument-account of postmasters. 
lie  must satisfy himself that all box-rents collected are strictly accounted 
for in this account, according to the regulations o f the Department and 
the official oaths of the accounting postmasters. lie  will make it also a 
special duty to make careful examinations into a postmaster’s accounts 
of receipts of postage in money on regular and transient printed matter ;
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and to seo that the accounts are properly kept, and that the sums so col
lected are charged in his account-current each quarter. lie  will ascertain 
whether the postmaster at any office which he has occasion to visit 
keeps a general account, according to the regulations of the Depart
ment, and if not, ho will instruct him to do so, and direct the manner in 
which it should be done.

Se c . G93. Under the regulations, postmasters are required to effectually 
cancel postage-stamps affixed to mailable matter deposited in their 
offices for the mails or for local delivery. Each special agent will give 
particular attention to this requirement, by frequent inspection of the 
method of cancellation in the various offices, and correct negligence or 
abuses when discovered.

Se c . G9İ. xlt post-offices terminating routes, he will examine the 
prescribed schedules and modes of conveyance, and observe whether 
there is any deviation from the contract obligations. Пе will observe 
whether any errors have been embraced in schedules, or whether any 
other defective arrangements exist in the transportation service, caus
ing delays or failures o f connection j and if there be such, he will 
suggest intelligently the proper change and remedies. Пе will care
fully observe what arrangements are made for the safety o f the mails 
while being conveyed between the several post-offices and the railway 
stations or mail-cars. Пе will inform himself o f the duties and obliga
tions of local agents and mail-messengers, as set forth in their printed 
instructions, lie  is required to keep a strict watch over this branch of 
the service, that negligence may be detected, if  it exists, irregularities 
corrected, and that all other duties coming within the scope of the 
several instructions to such employés are intelligently and accurately 
performed. But a detection of negligence, errors, or irregularities 
affecting the transportation or distribution o f the mails, should, if not 
immediately corrected by him, be reported to the assistant superin
tendent of railway mail-service of his division for his action in the 
premises.

Se c . G95. He will see that no unnecessary expense is either made or 
suffered to remain chargeable on the revenues of the Department with
out its being brought to the notice o f the Postmaster-General in special 
reports. This implies, on his part, an inspection of mail-messenger 
service, local agents’ service, and other matters of like nature. While 
economy is to be carefully kept in view, it is not intended that neces
sary expenditures for increased facilities for the movement of the mails 
shall be denied.

Se c . G9G. A  special agent will not confine himself to the district as
signed him under all circumstances. An exigency may arise in the 
investigation of mail depredations which would lead him into an adjoin
ing district in his own or another division, in order to successfully pros
ecute his inquiries or to apprehend a criminal. In all such cases, the 
special agent of the district to be visited should be consulted, if practi
cable.
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Se c . GOT. It is expected that each special agent, in the absence of the 
assistant superintendent of railway mail-service, will, when a necessity 
arises for the exercise of any of the functions of that officer, give diligent 
attention to the case presented, and report his action to the assistant 
superintendent of the division. And it isexpected that the special agents 
and assistant superintendents of railway mail-service in the several 
divisions will act in perfect harmony with each other to elevate the char
acter of the Department for faithfulness, efficiency, and punctuality in 
the several branches o f its service.

Sec. G9S. Λ  special agent will not withdraw himself from the district 
assigned him to visit the seat o f government without permission from 
the Department, and he is required to follow strictly the instructions 
on the wrappers which inclose the reports of losses forwarded to him for 
investigation.

Sec. G99. Any question which may arise in the course o f business 
requiring the particular attention of a special agent, not touched upon 
in these instructions, will be made the subject of special communica
tion from the Department.

Se c . 700. Letters deposited in post-offices for transmission in the mails 
should be forwarded according to the address thereon ; but letters sent 
by the writers under cover from one post-office to another, with or with
out request to mail the same, carry with them evidence o f a fraudulent 
purpose. As postmasters may not refuse to postmark and forward them, 
they should be instructed that the Post-Office establishment cannot 
permit itself to become a party to what bears evidence of fraudulent 
intent, and that in all such cases they should indorse m writing, on the
reverse side of such letters, the following sentence : “ Received a t ---------
ander cover from the post-office a t --------- , to be forwarded in the mail?

S e c . 701. Before entering on duty, each and every special agent of 
this Department must take the official oath required by law.

Sec . 709. It isexpected that no consideration of a personal nature 
will deter a special agent from an impartial discharge of the duties 
assigned him in these or subsequent instructions. The primary virtue 
in a public officer is fidelity to official obligations. While he is'bound 
in honor to the Department to protect its interests and its revenues, he 
is, nevertheless, bound to be wholly impartial in his decisions and recom
mendations, so that in equity there may be no appeal from them. The 
Postmaster General will regard it as a very grave offense against the 
sacred trust reposed in him if an existing abuse, or excessive or unnec
essary expenditure of public money made or sought to be made, or any 
other thing affecting the revenue of the Department or the interest of 
the people, is permitted to remain or be accomplished, when such is 
known or made known in any manner to him. The uniform purity of 
intention of every special agent should be made manifest by his official 
acts, that the Postmaster-General may have that confidence which their 
official relationship ought to inspire. Special agents must so conduct
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themselves that every official act shall be sustained by satisfactory evi
dence of its propriety, aud its accordance with the intent and meaning 
of these instructions. And they are especially enjoined that their inter
course with other persons in the service, and with the general public, 
must be characterized by irreproachable deportment and inflexible 
integrity.

Sf.c. 703. The Postmaster-General considers special agents of the 
Department as his representatives, under these instructions, in the 
respective divisions or districts to which they are assigned, and as 
such, all postmasters, contractors, and others in the service are subor
dinate to them. They are responsible for their official acts only to him. 
In the discharge of their duties, as set forth in these instructions, and 
others that may be issued from time to time, they are required to act 
with the single purpose of advancing the interests of the public, and 
the efficiency and security of the Department. The elementary details 
of the postal service must receive their unremitting attention, to the end 
that the purpose for which the Post-Office establishment was created 
shall, as far as they may be concerned, have a faithful and complete 
fulfillment.



C HA P T E R  XL.
IN S T R U C T IO N S T O  C L E R K S  IX R A I L W A Y  P O S T -O F F IC E S .

Se c . 704. The general principles governing tbe distribution and 
making up of mail-matter, in all post-offices, railway post-offices, and 
route-agencies, are:

1. That each shall make a proper distribution of all mail, (fo r  any and 
all States, a n d  o n l y  t iio s e ,) when the same or any portion thereof can be 
advanced or expedited by making such a distribution.

2. That eacli shall make up all mail separately by States, marking the 
name of the State on the “ facing slip” of the package, or, if in a pouch 
or bag by itself, on the label or tag of the same.

Se c . 70Õ. W here there is more than one clerk appointed to duty in 
any railway post-office, one of the number will be designated as head 
clerk, and the others as clerks and assistant clerks.

Se c . 700. The head clerk will have charge o f and he accountable for 
all property belonging in or pertaining to his office, and he will, for the 
time being, have full charge o f the office. It will be his duty to see 
that all necessary bills are made, all distribution in his office is correct, 
and that all mails are properly made up and put upon the proper route 
to their destination. It will he his duty to attend personally to the dis
tribution of the letter-mail, and perform a just and full proportion of 
the labor in his office.

Se c . 707. It will be the duty of the clerks to implicitly obey the or
ders of their head clerks,and to perforin a justand full proportion of labor; 
and no head clerk or other clerk will consider his duty performed, or 
his labor ended, until the whole mail has been properly distributed, 
pouched, and transmitted.

Se c . 708. It will be the duty of the railway post-office clerks to re
ceive and properly distribute all mail-matter sent to them by the initial 
or other post-office on their route, and all mail-matter that may be 
placed in the railway post-office letter-boxes, or that may be sent to
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them by other railway post-office clerks or route-agents on any connect
ing or intersecting railway, or that may be sent to them for distribu
tion from any other office.

Se c . 709. Packages made up by States need not be opened unless the 
railway post-office receiving the same makes a distribution of mail for 
such States, in which case the packages should all be opened and dis 
tributed.

Se c . 710. Railway post-office clerks, when making up letter-mails for 
other railway post-offices and distributing post-offices, will in all cases 
make up the same separately by States. This rule will also apply to paper- 
mails when the quantity is sufficient to warrant the making up of a bag 
for the same.

Se c . 711. In making up letter-mails for post-offices, letters for deliv
ery must be placed in packages by themselves, and letters for distribu
tion in separate packages.

Se c . 712. All packages sent to an office for delivery must be securely 
tied with twine. A  letter bearing the name of the office, plainly writ
ten, for which each package is intended, must be faced out on both 
sides. Only the unpaid postages in those packages should be post-billed. 
Packages sent to an office for distribution must be securely tied, using 
“ facing slips” in the address o f the same in the manner prescribed in 
the following section ; but clerks must make no bills of unpaid postages 
in the latter packages, as it is the duty o f the office in which the letters 
are l a s t  distributed to make the bills.

Sec. 713. All letter-packages made up by railway post-office clerks, and 
intended for distribution by another railway post-office, route-agent, or 
distributing post-office, should have upon each of such packages a slip 
of paper upon which should be written the name of railway post-office, 
route-agent, or distributing post-office to which the package is made up, 
and should also have upon it the name of the clerk making up the same, 
together with the postmark (with date) of his line. All slips received 
upon letter-packages made up by any and all railway post offices, route- 
agents, and post-offices should be forwarded daily to the superintendent 
of railway mail-service of the division in which the receiving line lies, 
with such errors as may be found in the same noted upon the reverse 
side of the slip, giving the name of the post-office, county, and State ot 
the letter or letters missent. Upon slips covering packages wherein no 
mistakes are found, the letters “ O. K.” should be noted upon the face ot 
the slips, the same to be a guarantee that the packages were duly ex 
atuined.

Se c . 714. Railway post-office clerks, in making up mails for delivery 
to pass intact to destination, will in all cases mail direct in the manner 
described iu Section 712, and especially to all offices to which their 
terminal or other offices, intersecting or connecting railway post offices, 
or route-agents, send through pouches. They will also make up pack
ages of mail-matter for distribution in such distributing offices as they 
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may be instructed from time to time so to do, in the manner described 
in Section 712.*

Sicc. 715. Letters deposited in the railway post-offices for transmission 
must be carefully postmarked with date, and the postage-stamps thereon 
effectually canceled.

S e c . 710. Railway post-office clerks will carefully distribute and make 
up all mails by the schemes which may be furnished them, and will con
form to any changes which may be made in the same by the süperin, 
tendent of their division, and will make a regular exchange of through 
pouches with such post-offices, railway post-offices, and route-agents as 
they may be directed from time to time so to do.

S e c . 717. Letters sent to a route-agent should be made up in direct 
packages by offices, for all post-offices within the first thirty miles from 
the point of receipt by such route-agent; and when there arc ten or more 
letters for any office on the route beyond the first thirty miles from the 
point of receipt, they should also be made up direct. The above, however, 
may be modified by special directions. A l l  unpaid letters sent to a  route, 
agent should be billed and mailed direct.

Se c . 718. For no reason may a pouch in transit, labeled for any office, 
be withheld or diverted from its destination. A  regular exchange ot 
pouches between exchanging offices is essential.

S e c . 719. Railway post-office clerks will make a regular exchange oí 
pouches with other railway post-office clerks on the same line at the 
meeting points, to the end that any mail-matter that may have been 
carried past the oftice at which it should have beeu left, or any mail- 
matter that may have been sent in the wrong direction, may be speedily 
returned to the proper office, or put upon the proper route to its desti
nation ; and all mail-matter which may l)e found irregularly mailed, or 
on the wrong route, should in all cases be put upon the proper route at 
the earliest moment possible.

S e c . 720. They will in all cases regularly return pouches, locks, and 
labels, with mail, to offices and route-agents which send pouches to them. 
This is indispensable, in order that the active exchange of pouches and 
mail may not be broken.

S e c . 721. Railway post-office clerks through whose hands registered- 
package envelopes or registered packages of stamps and stamped envel
opes may pass in course o f transmission by mail, are required to note 
in a book, furnished by the Department, (to be carefully preserved, and 
subject at all times to inspection by a special agent or other author
ized officer o f the Department,) the numbers, postmark, date, and ad
dress of every such envelope or package, and the disposition made

* Railway-clerks are forbidden to send letters to a distributing post-office or other 
office for distribution, for offices which may be supplied by other connecting or inter
secting railway post-offices, or by connecting or intersecting route-agents, or by mail
ing direct according to these instructions, unless by doing so the letters would ho ad
vanced in transmission to the places of destinar!.,.!.
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thereof by them. They will in all cases obtain a receipt for each such 
package from the postmaster or person to whom they may deliver it, as 
instructed in the “  Regulations respecting the registration of letters.” 
Special attention is expected to be paid to this instruction, and a viola
tion of it will be considered a serious offense, rendering the delinquent 
clerk liable to a prompt removal from office.

Se c . 722. To protect themselves against fraud in the matter of receipts 
given to postmasters and others cn route for registered packages, rail
way post-office clerks will atlix the imprint of the postmarking stamp 
on each receipt, signed as many times as there may be packages; thus, 
if there be one package named in the receipt, affix the imprint once ; 
if there be two, twice; if three, three times ; and so on. Any interlinea
tions or additions made thereon, after such receipts shall have left their 
hands signed, may thus be certainly detected.

Sec. 723. All railway post-office clerks are expected to use extraordi
nary vigilance in guarding the mails under their charge, which must 
uot be left for a moment exposed, day or night, and especially in making 
transfers where there is a considerable portage between trains. Should 
they become aware that the mails are so exposed at any time or place, 
(the mails in the mean time having passed from their hands to those of 
other persons employed in their care, delivery, or transfer,) they are re
quired to report the case in writing to the superintendent of railway 
mail-service lor the division in which such culpable neglect occurs, for 
his information and action.

Sec. 724. The clerks are especially instructed that no waste-paper 
may pass from their offices without hrst making a careful examination 
to ascertain whether such waste does not contain letters received by 
them for distribution. Waste-paper and twine should be preserved in 
a bag, and sent to the principal terminal office o f the line.

S e c . 725. Letters deposited in the railway post-office, (excepting sol
diers’ and sailors’ letters, duly certilled according to regulations,) wholly 
unpaid, or less than one full rate prepaid, are to be regarded as unmail
able matter, and should be sent immediately to the office at the terminus 
o f their routes nearest Washington, D. C., affixing to each of such let
ters the imprint of their postmarking stamp, in order to know where each 
letter originated.

Sec. 726. Letters received by them from any source to which are 
affixed stamps previously used, or stamps ctit from stampai envelopes, and 
letters not addressed, or so badly addressed that their destination cannot 
be known, are to be regarded as unmailable matter, and treated in the 
same manner as above directed, omitting, however, the imprint of the 
postmarking stamp, excepting in case of letters deposited in the rail
way post-office.

Sec. 727. All railway post-office clerks are expected to post them
selves thoroughly in relation to the proper rates of postage, and all 
other points o f postal laws and regulations, as much as though they 
were postmasters.
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Se c . 728. Head clerks will promptly notify the superintendent of 

railway mail-service of tlieir division, in writing, of any change of 
schedule on their own line, or any connecting route-agent line, and the 
same obligation is specially imposed where there is a personal knowledge 
of any detention, irregularity, or obstruction imperiling celerity in the 
movement of the mails.

Se c . 729. Each railway post-office clerk is forbidden to absent himself 
from his line, or to exchange runs with a railway post-office clerk on any 
other line, or to employ or transfer his duties to a substitute, without 
the written permission o f the superintendent of railway mail service of 
his division ; and the clerk to whom such leave is granted w ill be required 
to furnish a suitable and competent substitute, at his own expense, 
unless he can make satisfactory arrangements with the other clerks on 
his line to perform his duties during his absence. In case of sickness 
the duties of the sick clerk must be performed by the other clerks of 
the line, and when a substitute is employed he must be duly sworn.

S e c . 730. Railway post-office clerks must remain on duty the whole 
length of their allotted runs. The run embraces their initial and ter
minal offices.

S e c . 731. It is the duty o f each head clerk and clerk to accompany 
the mails to and from the initial and terminal offices of their respective 
routes, and register their names and the day and hour of their departure 
and arrival at the time. Head clerks will also note in the register, on 
arrival, each and all failures to connect with intersecting railway post- 
offices and route-agents, or to receive any or all mails from any post- 
office, railway post-office, or route-agent with which they make a regu
lar exchange of pouches; and the clerk making the following trip, if lie 
receives the delayed mails, will note the fact in the register. They 
should also note any irregularities occurring on the trip.

S e c . 732. Each clerk is required to date and sign with his official sig
nature all replies to official inquiries and other communications.

Se c . 733. The railway post-office is for the exclusive accommodation of 
mails and the persons specially appointed to take charge o f the same. 
It is strictly private, not to be entered by any person except regular 
special agents of the Post-Office Department. The conductor of the 
train, however, will have access to the office in the performance of his 
duties, and in case o f necessity other railway hands may pass through, 
but none of them shall be allowed to remain therein.

Se c . 734. Head clerks in railway post-offices are required to keep 
constantly on band a supply, at tlieir own outlay, of postage-stamps, of 
the denominations of two, three, and six cents, for the accommodation 
of the public at the cars. No application for stamps of such denomina
tions may be refused, but no application for a number greater than is 
required for the emergency of the case should be furnished. Applicants 
should make their own change. It is a penal offense to demand for a 
postage-stamp a sum exceeding that expressed on its face.
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Sec. 735. All discussions, especially where a contrariety of opinions 

exists, should be sedulously avoided while in the discharge of duty. 
Discussions trench on the time which all clerks are bound to give to the 
Department and the public, while in no way do they promote harmony 
and accuracy in the performance of the delicate work of distribution.

Sec. 736. Traffic in merchandise, while on duty, by a railway post- 
office clerk, for his personal profit, even though the regular tariff rates 
of the railway company are paid therefor, is absolutely prohibited. Rail 
way post-office clerks must confine themselves wholly, while on the 
train, to the duties imposed upon them by the Department.

Sec. 737. The private interchange of thought and opinions, through 
the medium of correspondence, is necessarily confided to the mails. The 
sanctity of correspondence must be held inviolate. There can be no 
greater breach of the proprieties of official station than the revelation, 
in any way, of anything touching correspondence passing in the mails. 
No information may be imparted, voluntarily or otherwise, concerning 
letters passing through the hands of railway clerks in the process of 
distribution, excepting to those who may be officially authorized to re
ceive information when such may be desired. No indorsement upon a 
letter, nor addition thereto, in pencil, or ink, or in any other way, 
excepting it be the correction of an error in the direction, will be per
mitted; and any impertinent or offensřve indorsement will cause the 
clerk guilty of such gross misdemeanor to be dismissed trom the service 
in disgrace.

S e c . 738. Railway post-office clerks must not permit postmasters to 
count stamps on letters deposited in the cars for mailing, pending the 
biennial adjustment of postmasters’ salaries.

Se c . 739. On the resignation, suspension, or removal of a railway 
post-office clerk, he shall turn over to his successor the mail keys and 
all other property, records, Ac., (including the records of registered 
packages received and forwarded,) in his possession, taking receipts for 
(be mai I-keys at the time, and forwarding the same to the Second Assist
ant Postmaster-General. A  refusal to deliver all or either of the above 
articles of property on demand is an indictable offense under the statutes 
of the United States.

S e c . 740. The making known by clerks of probable vacancies in rail
way post-offices is strictly forbidden, and it will be regarded as reprehen
sible if they aid in the procuring of appointments to such vacancies.

Se c . 741. It is especially enjoined upon all railway post-office clerks 
to observe, in their official intercourse with the public and with each 
other, the strictest courtesy; and each clerk, of whatever grade, must 
endeavor by active and intelligent effort to promote the positive inter
est of the service and the public.

S e c . 742. The rules and regulations of the railway companies, not in 
conflict with these instructions, must be respected and obeyed.

Se c . 743. The use of intoxicating liquors is strictly prohibited in the
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railway post-office, and any clerk found in a state of intoxication while 
ojf duty will be deemed unfit for the service.

S e c . 744. In case a mail in whole or in part be burned, or otherwise 
injured, it is the duty of the head clerk in charge at the time to report 
the facts in the case to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, and 
duplicate the information to the assistant superintendent o f the division 
in which such loss occurred, for any action that may be necessary ou his 
part in the premises.

S e c . 745. Railway post-office clerks are specially instructed not to 
make a delivery at the cars of letters in transit, which come into their 
hands for distribution, to any person whatever, (except an authorized 
special agent of the Department,) although it be personally known to 
them that the applicant is the person named in the address. The act 
of delivery is devolved by law aud the regulations of the Department 
on the postmaster at the office to which the letters are addressed.

S e c . 746. Exchanges of letter-mails between post-offices of every 
description must always be made in locked pouches, and whether there 
is any letter mail or not, a pouch, duly locked, must be furnished where- 
ever one is due. Under no circumstances should mail be delivered at 
any place where there is not a regularly established post-office, and 
whenever a post-office is discontinued, the mail for it should be deliv
ered into the nearest established post-office.

S e c . 747. The Department pays each railway clerk for daily service, 
whether he is ou duty every day or not, and therefore has a right to 
demand service of him at any time. Each railway post-office clerk will 
therefore leave his address, giving street and number, with the super
intendent of his division, if accessible, or with the postmasters at the 
termini of his line, so that he can be found when needed. Each clerk 
is forbidden to leave his place of residence when off duty, without first 
notifying the superintendent of his division.

Sec. 748. Railway post-office clerks will carefully comply with all 
instructions of the Department, and ignorance will never be considered 
an excuse for any violation or neglect of the same.

Se c . 749. Any departure from or addition to these instructions will 
be communicated to each head clerk at the time, and lie will be required 
to keep a record of such communication for reference.



CHA PT ER XLI .
IN STR U C TIO N S TO  R O U T E -A G E N T S .

8 ec. 750. It is the duty of route-agents to receive and properly sepa
rate and distribute all mail-matter sent to them by the post-offices on 
their respective routes, and all mail-matter that may be received from 
the public at the cars or placed in the letter-boxes designed, for the 
reception thereof, or that may be sent them by other route-agents and 
railway post-offices on any connecting or intersecting route, or from any 
other source whatever.

S e c . 751. All previous instructions forbidding the reception of letters 
and other mail matter at the cars are rescinded. Letters and other 
mail-matter must be received at the cars up to the last moment o f the 
starting o f the train at all stations, as in the case o f railway post-offices.

S e c . 752. Letters deposited in the cars, or handed to route-agents at 
the cars, for transmission in the mail, must be carefully postmarked, 
and the postage-stamps thereon effectually canceled.

Se c . 753. Postmarking stamps will be furnished each route-agent 
(if needed) on application to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, 
stating briefly and precisely the lettering required on the face of the 
stamp. No postmarking stamps will be furnished any line greater in 
number than the mail-cars actually in use on that line.

Se c . 754. The practice of distributing letters before pouching in (hi· 
same loose manner as printed matter is prohibited. Letters for any 
office (except in eases where there may be but a single letter for an 
office) must be secured together in the manner stated in Section 750. 
The importance of this will be readily understood from the fact that 
these little missives, when distributed singly, frequently slide through 
an almost imperceptible or hidden crack in the paper ease, and, becom
ing lost to view, are either wholly lost or greatly delayed in transit 
before discovery is made.

Sec. 755. In making up letter-mails for post-offices, letters for delivery
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must be placed in packages by themselves, and letters for dist: ibutÍQn 
in separate packages, as prescribed in the following section.

S e c . 7ÕG. All packages sent to an oilice f o r  d e liv ery  must be securely 
tied with twine. A letter bearing the name of the office, plainly written, 
for which each package is intended, must be faced out on both sides. 
Only the unpaid postages in su ch  p a ck a g es  will be post billed. Packages 
sent to an office for distribution must be securely tied, using “ facing 
slips’’ in the address of the same, in the manner prescribed in the follow- , 
ing section ; but route-agents must make no bills of unpaid postages in 
the latter packages, as it is the duty of the office in which the letters 
are last distributed to make the bills.

S e c . 757. All letter-packages made up by route-agents and intended 
for distribution by another route-agent, railway post-office, or distribut
ing post-office, should have upon each of such packages a slip of paper 
upon which must be written the name of route-agency, railway post
onico, or distributing post-office to w h ich  the package is made up, and 
must also have upon it the name o f the route-agent making up the 
same, together with the postmark (with date) of his route. A l l  slip s  

received  upon letter-packages made up by any and all route-agents, 
railway post-office clerks, and post-offices, must be forwarded d a ily  to 
the superintendent of railway mail-service o f the division in which the 
receiving route lies, with such errors as may be found in the same noted 
upon tire reverse  side of the slip, giving the name of the post-office, 
county, and State of the letter or letters uiissent. Upon slips cover
ing packages wherein no mistakes are found, the letters “  O. K.” should 
be noted upon the f a c e  of the slips, the same to be a guarantee that the 
packages were duly examined.

S ec . 758. Route-agents will open and distribute all packages made up 
by a n y  office along the U pe o f  their rou tes  for any distributing oflice or 
railway post-office. Packages received for separation, m a iled  d irect f o t  

d e liv ery , m u st n ot be open ed.

S e c . 759. Route-agents will interchangeably distribute for intersect
ing and connecting route-agencies and railway post-offices. To facili
tate transmission, they will mail DIRECT f o r  d e liv e r y  to only such post- 
offices as they are specially instructed so to do, and in making up mails 
to pass intact to destination they will conform to instructions in Sec
tion 7ÕG.

S e c . 7GO. It will be the duty of each route-agent to p o st -b ill  a ll unpaid  
p osta ges o n  letters received  b y  h im , a n d  m ail the sa m e d irec t, securely tying 
the letters and post-bills together, so that they cannot be separated in 
transit. But letters upon which postage is due, which he necessarily 
mails upon a I). P. ()., railway post-office, or another route-agency, need 
not be post-billed, as it is the duty of the office or route-agent la st  
distributing them for the office o f delivery to make the bills. It must 
be always borne in mind that, in a ll cases, letters bearing unpaid post
ages mailed DIRECT by route-agents to ANY o f f ic e  for  d e l iv e r y



m u s t  b e  p o s t -b i l l e d . It is important that this section be strictly 
observed.

S e c . 701. It is enjoined upon route-agents to examine with much 
care each locked pouch that they may receive and open, in order to be 
certain that there is no mail-matter left therein before putting the pouch 
aside for use again.

Se c . 70l\ When a pouch is received for any office beyond or distant 
from their own route, or for an intersecting, connecting, or distant 
railway route, (such pouches being under iron lock,) route-agents will 
place therein whatever mail they may have received for such office and 
for such railway route, in order that time may be gained in trans
mission.

Se c . 703. Pouches in transit received by route-agents should not be 
disturbed other than as directed in Section 702. For no reason may a 
pouch in transit, labeled for any office, be withheld or diverted from its 
destination. A  regular exchange of pouches between exchanging offices 
is essential.

Se c . 704. They will in all cases regularly return pouches, locks, and 
labels, with or without mail, to route-agents, railway post-offices, and 
offices sending pouches to them. This is indispensable, in order that 
the active exchange of pouches may not be broken.

Se c . 700. Route-agents will make a regular exchange of pouches with 
other route-agents on the same line at the meeting points, to the end 
that any mail-matter that may have been carried in either direction 
past the office at which it should have been left, or any mail-matter 
that may have been sent in the wrong direction, may be speedily re
turned to the proper office, or put upon the proper route to its desti
nation ; and all mail-matter which may be found irregularly mailed, or 
on the wrong route, should in all cases be put upon the proper route at 
the earliest moment possible.

Se c . 700. When a postmaster neglects to properly face letters and tie 
them in packages, the route-agent is instructed to request such post
master, either in person, if he can, or by a courteous note, to change 
his practice to accord with these instructions, for the sake of aiding dis
tribution on the train.

S e c . 707. At catch stations, where cranes arc erected for the exchange 
of mails between the trains and local post-offices on aline without slack
ing speed, the route-agent must, in passing, make a delivery of the 
pouch for such office by hand, throwing the pouch at the proper point of 
delivery at least ten feet from the cars, in order to avoid the suction 
created by the momentum o f the train.

Se c . 70S. Route-agents are especially instructed that no waste-paper 
may be discarded without a careful examination, to ascertain whether 
such waste does not contain letters received by them for distribution.

Se c . 701). Route-agents are strictly forbidden to leave their routes, or 
to transfer their duties to substitutes, without the consent o f the super-
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intendent o f railway mail-service of the division in writing.* In cases, 
however, of sickness or disability, or when, for other sadden and urgent 
reasons, an immediate substitution is an actual necessity, a postmaster 
at either end of a route may grant temporary leave of absence ; and the 
substitute must be a person known to and approved by the postmaster. 
All substitutes must be sworn. But no postmaster may grant leave of 
absence for a period longer than necessary for referring the application 
to the superintendent of railway mail-service of the division, and its 
return therefrom by due course of mail.

Se c . 770. It is the duty of each route-agent to accompany the mails 
to and from the initial and terminal offices o f their respective routes, 
and register their names and the day and hour of their departure and 
arrival at the time.

Se c . 771. It is a rule that route-agents must continue on duty the 
whole length of their allotted runs, unless special permission is granted 
to the contrary. The run embraces their initial and terminal offices, 
and they must register their names in both offices, as stated in Section 
770, before leaving and after arrival.

S e c . 772. The car or apartment allotted to the use of a route-agency 
is for the exclusive accommodation of mails and the persons specially 
appointed to take charge of the same. It is strictly private, not to be 
entered by any person except regular special agents of the Post-Office 
Department and those who may be otherwise duly authorized.! The 
conductor of the train, however, will have access to it in the performance 
of his duties, and, in case of necessity, other railroad hands may pass 
through, but none of them shall be allowed to remain therein.

S e c . 773. Route-agents are specially instructed not to make a delivery 
at the cars of letters in transit, which come into their hands for dis
tribution, to any person whatever, (except an authorized agent of the 
Department,) although it be personally known to them that the appli
cant is the person named in the address. The act of delivery is devolved 
by law and the regulations o f the Department on the postmaster at the 
office to which the letters are addressed.

S e c . 774. Letters deposited in the route-agencies, (excepting soldiers’ 
and sailors’ letters, duly certified according to regulations,) wholly un
paid, or less than one fall rate prepaid, are to be regarded as unmailable 
matter, and should be sent immediately to the office at the terminus of 
their routes nearest Washington, affixing to each o f such letters the

* The employment of a substitute will not, however, be permitted, except- in extremi,· 
степ. The rulo is. that in cases o f sickness, disability, or other unavoidable cause of 
absence, the duties o f an absent agent must be performed, if possible, by and unióiig 
the other remaining agents on the line. The employment of another agent on the 
same lino is not a substitution within the meaning o f this section.

t When any person, duly authorized, is admitted and remains therein, it ltecomes an 
obligation upon the agent on duty at the time to notify the conductor of the train, in 
order that lie may collect fare, or, if the person is entitled to passage free, that the con
ductor may satisfy himself of the fact.



imprint of their postmarking stamp, in order to know where each letter 
originated.

Sec. 775. Letters received by them from any source to which are 
affixed stamps previously used, or stamps cut from stamped envelopes, and 
letters not addressed, or so badly addressed that their destination cannot 
be known, are also to be regarded as uumailable matter, and treated in 
the same manner as above directed, omitting, however, the imprint of 
the postmarking stamp, excepting iu case of letters deposited in the 
route-agencies.

S e c . 770. Route-agents through whose hands registered-package 
envelopes or registered packages of stamps and stamped envelopes may 
pass in course of transmission by mail, are required to note in a book, 
furnished by the Department, (to be carefully preserved, and subject at 
all times to inspection by a special agent or other authorized officer 
of the Department,) the numbers, postmark, date, and address of every 
such envelope or package, and the disposition made thereof by them. 
They will iu all cases obtain a receipt for each such package from the 
postmaster or person to whom they may deliver it, as instructed in the 
“  Regulations respecting the registration of letters.” Special attention 
is expected to be paid to this instruction, and a violation of it will be 
considered a serious ortense, rendering the delinquent agents liable to a 
prompt removal from office.'

S e c . 777. To protect themselves against fraud in the matter of receipts 
given to postmasters and others for registered packages, route-agents 
will affix the imprint of the postmarking stamp on each receipt signed as 
many times as there may be packages ; thus, if there be one package 
named in the receipt, affix the imprint once; if there be two, twice; if 
three, three times ; and soon. Any interlineations or additions made 
thereon, after such receipt shall have left their hands signed, may thus 
be certainly detected.

S e c . 77S. The private interchange of thought and opinions through 
the medium of correspondence is necessarily confided to the mails. The 
sanctity of correspondence must be held inviolate. There can be no 
greater breach of the proprieties of official statiou than the revelation, in 
any way, of anything touching correspondence passing in the mails. No 
information may be imparted, voluntarily or otherwise, concerning 
letters passing through the hands of route-agents in the process of dis
tribution, excepting to those who may be officially authorized to receive 
information when such may be desired. No indorsement upon a letter, 
nor addition thereto in pencil, or ink, or in any other way, excepting it 
be the correction of an error in the direction, will be permitted; and any 
impertinent or offensive indorsement will cause the agent guilty o f such 
gross misdemeanor to be dismissed from the service in disgrace.

S e c . 770. Route-agents must not permit postmasters to count stamps 
ou letters deposited in the cars for mailing, pending the biennial adjust
ment of postmasters’ salaries.
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Sec. 780. Route-agents are expected to use extraordinary vigilance 
in guarding the mails under their charge, which must not be left for a 
moment unguarded, day or night, and especially in making transfers 
where there is a considerable portage between trains. Should they 
become aware that the mails are so exposed at any time or place, (the 
mails in the mean time having passed from their hands to those of other 
persons employed iu the care, delivery, or transfer thereof,) they are re
quired to report the case in writing to the superintendent of railway 
mail-service of the division for his information aud action.

S e c . 781. Each route-agent will be held strictly accountable for mail- 
keys and other property of the Department placed in his possession 
from time to time during the continuance of his agency.

Sec. 782. On the resignation or removal of a route-agent, he shall turn 
Ол ег to his successor the mail-keys, and all other property, records, &c., 
(including the records of registered packages received and forwarded,) 
in his possession, taking receipts for the mail-keys at the time, and for
warding the same to the Second Assistant Postmaster General. A 
refusal to deliver all or either of the аЬол-с articles of property on demand 
is an indictable offense under the statutes of the United .States.

Sec. 783. It is especially enjoined upon all route-agents to observe, 
in their official intercourse with the public, the strictest courtesy j and 
they must endeavor, by active and intelligent effort, to promote the 
positive interest o f the service and the public.

Sec. 784. The rides and regulations of the railway companies, not in 
conflict with these instructions, must be respected and obeyed.

S e c . 785. The use of intoxicating liquors is prohibited in the route- 
agencies.

Sec. 780. In case a mail, in whole or in part, be burned or otherwise 
injured, it is the duty of the agent in charge at the time to report the 
facts in the case to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General without 
delay, and duplicate the information to the superintendent of the divi
sion for any action that may be necessary on his part in the premises.

S e c . 787. Traffic in merchandise, while on duty, by a route-agent, for 
his personal prolit, even though the regular tariff rates of the railway 
company are paid therefor, is absolutely prohibited. Route-agents must 
contine themselves wholly, while on the train, to the duties imposed 
upon them by the Department.

Sec. 788. Each route-agent is required to date and sign with his official 
signature all replies to official inquiries and other communications.

Se c . 789. Any departure from or addition to these instructions will be 
communicated to each agent at the time, and he is required to keep a 
record of sudi communication for reference.

Sec. 791). The introduction and successful issue of the railway post- 
office system on many of the leading trunk-lines o f railway in the United 
States makes it now necessary to somewhat change the method and
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manner of the route-agent system on lateral lines, in order to assimi
late the workings of the one to those of the other.

S e c . 701. Each route-agent in the service, or who may be hereafter 
appointed, will conform bis practice to the foregoing instructions, and 
ignorance will never be considered an excuse for any violation or neg
lect o f  the same.
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C II A P T E R XLI I .
R E G U L A T IO N S  U N D E R  T H E  POSTAL· CONVENTIONS W I T H  

T H E  DOMINION OF CANADA AND N E W F O U N D L A N D .

Se c . 702. The Dominion o f Canada comprises the provinces of Quebec, 
Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Beotia, Manitoba, and British Colum
bia.

The following are the offices of exchange for mails to or from Canada 
on the side o f the United States and on the side o f Canada, respect
ively :

On the side o f the United States. On the side o f Canada.

Albany, New York

Boston, Massachusetts

Bangor, Maine___ _
Burlington, Vermont

Badalo, New York

i Hamilton.
I Toronto.
( Montreal.
Ç St. John, New Brunswick. 

Fredericton, New Brunswick. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Quebec.
Montreal.
Kingston.
Toronto.
Hamilton.

¿Victoria, British Columbia. 
. .St .  Stephens, New Brunswick. 
. . Montreal.
Ç Toronto.
I Hamilton.
I Queenston.

London.
Fort Erie.
Port Dover.
Port Simcoe.
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Ç Port Rowan.
I Port Burwell.

Buffalo, New York..........................<j ^  st'mley.
I Great .Western Railroad.
I Buffalo and Lake Huron Railroad. 

,, , . . < Postal-car East.
Calais, М аш е..................................{ St, Stephens.
Canada Roads, M aine............. . Marlow.
Cape Vincent, New Y o rk ............... Kingston.
Chicago, Illinois............................. Great Western Railroad.
Cleveland, O hio.................................Port Stanley.

Sarnia.Š Sarnia. 
Windsor. 
Chatham.

I

Detroit, Michigan...................

Derby Line, Vermont....................... Stanstead.
Sastport, Maine............................. j f j ·  '{оЬ? ’ New Brunswick.1 ’ i St. Andrews, New Brunswick.

Fort Covington, New York...............Huntingdon.
Fort Fairfield, Maine....................... Andover, New Brunswick.

\ Western Express Railroad.
Houlton, M aine............................. J Stephens Nevv Brunswick.

’ j Woodstock, New Brunswick.
[  St. Andrews, New Brunswick.

Island Pond, Vermont................... j g ^ J ^ e .
Marine City, Michigan.....................Soinbia.
Mooers, New York ............................Henningford.
Morristown, New York...................Brockville.

. -rj i Stanstead.Newport, Verm ont........................j Lennoxville>
Ottawa.
Toronto.
Kingston.
Montreal.
Hamilton.
Halii ax, Nova Scotia.
Victoria, British Columbia.

North Troy, Vermont.......................Mausonvillo.
Prescott.

New York, New York.

Ogdensburgh, New Y ork ..............j Ottawa.
Olympia, Oregon...............................Victoria, British Columbia.
Oswego, New York...........................Kingston.
T, , . тл , . t. .. i North Pembina.Pembina, Dakota Territory........¡ Fort Garry.
Plattsburgh, New Y ork ................... Montreal.
Port Huron, Michigan.................... Port Sarnia.

) St. John, New Brunswick.
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.
, Montreal.

Sherbrooke.
(_ Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad.

Portland, Oregon ...........................Victoria, British Columbia.
Railway post-office between Boston 

and St. Albans.............................Montreal.
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líicliford, Vermont..................
Rochester, New York..............
Rouse’s Point, New York . . . .
Kotlami, Vermont................. .
Saekctt’s Harbor, New York .
San Francisco, California . . . .

St. Albans, Vermont ............

Sault de St. Mary, Michigan .
Suspension Bridge, New York
Swanton, Vermont..................
Troy, New; York........................
Vauceboro, Maine...................
Waddington, New Y o r k ........
Whitehall, New York..............
Y'oungstown, New York..........

The offices of exchange for mails to or from Newfoundland are :

On the nide o f  the United States. On the side o f Newfoundland.

NewT York, New Y o r k .....................St. Johns.
Boston, Massachusetts. ........... St. Johns.

Sec. 793. Under the postal convention with Canada, the respective 
United States exchange offices are required to stamp “  United States’’ on 
all letters sent to Canada, as above; and to mark all paid letters received 
from Canada with the word “ Púid,” and the full amount of United 
States and Canada postage paid thereon, both in red ink ; and to mark 
all unpaid letters received from Canada with the full amount of postage 
due thereon. Each mail is to be accompanied by a post-bill, giving the 
particulars of the mails dispatched ; and accounts of the mails sent or 
received, showing the number of letters and newspapers exchanged, 
must be kept separateli/ from the domestic accounts, and must be trans
mitted monthly to the Auditor o f  the Treasury fo r  the Post-Office Depart
ment., foreign desk. Blanks for post-bills and accounts are specially pre
pared and furnished by the Post Office Department.

S e c . 7 9 1 . For postage on correspondence for Canada, see table of 
rates of foreign postage. Unpaid letters are subject to a postage charge 
of 1 0  cents per half ounce on delivery. Insufficiently prepaid letters are 
treated as wholly unpaid, but if one or more full rates are prepaid, the 
number of rates fully prepaid is always allowed, and the deficient post
age only collected. The postage ou correspondence other than letters 
is the United States domestic postage only, which must be prepaid on 
matter sent, and collected on matter received. Regular subscribers in 
the United States for newspapers published in Canada, or rice versa, 
may have the same forwarded at the domestic quarterly rates of postage

-----Southeast Company’s Railroad.
i Coburg.

' ‘ ‘ 1 Port Hope.
........St. John, New Brunswick.
........Montreal.
........Kingston.
. . . .  Victoria, British Columbia.

! St. John, New Brunswick.
S% Armand Station.

Montreal.
(_ Vermont Junction River.

........Sault St. Mary.
i Great Western River·.

‘ ( Clifton.
....... Phillipsburgk.
........Montreal.
........St. John, New Brunswick.
........Mon isburgh.
........St. John, New Brunswick.
........Niagara.
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to or from the line of crossing. On such newspapers sent, these rates 
must be prepaid at the office of mailing in the United States, the post
master at which office will notify the postmaster at the nearest exchange 
office through which such papers are sent of such prepayment. On 
newspapers received in the United States from Canada for regular sub
scribers, the postage must be paid at the receiving office.

S e c . 795. The rates of postage, &c., for correspondence to or from 
Canada are applicable also to correspondence exchanged with Prince 
Edward Island.

20 p c



CHAPTER XLI I I .
R E C E IV IN G  A N D  F O R W A R D IN G  F O R E IG N  .H AILS

Se c . 79G. Postal conventions, establishing anil regulating the ex
change of international correspondence, have been concluded with the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Germany, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Denmark, Mexico, Salvador, Guate
mala, British Honduras, Ecuador, Venezuela, Brazil, Argentine Itepub- 
lic, Hawaiian Kingdom, New Zealand, Hong-Kong, and the Straits Set
tlements, respectively.

Sec. 707. The United States offices of exchange under these conven
tions are as follows:

For mailu exchanged with Great Britain and Ireland : New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Portland, (Maine,) Detroit, Chicago, and San Francisco.

For mails· exchanged icith Germany : New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
and Chicago.

For mails exchanged with Switzerland, Italy, Mexico, Brazil, Argentine 
Republic, and Venezuela: New York.

For mails exchanged with the Netherlands and Belgium: New York and 
Boston.

For mails exchanged with Denmark : New York and Chicago.
For mails exchanged icith Salvador, Guatemala, Uoug-Kong, and the 

Straits Settlements : New York and San Francisco.
For mails exchanged with British Honduras : New Orleans.
For mails exchanged with the Hawaiian Kingdom : New York, San Fran

cisco, Boston, Portland,(Oregon,)Teekalet, Olympia,and Port Townsend.
S e c . 798. The mails lor Europe are dispatched as follows:
1. By steamers sailing from New York on Wednesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday of each week : the Wednesday steamer conveying mails for 
Great Britain and Ireland, and closed mails for the continent of Europe, 
(except Denmark,) via England ; the Thursday steamer conveying mails 
for Great Britain and Ireland, for the continent of Europe, (except
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Denmark,) via England, for Germany direct and for France direct, 
and closed mails for Denmark and Switzerland, via Germany ; and the 
Saturday steamers conveying mails for Great Britain and Ireland, closed 
mails for the continent o f Europe, (except Denmark,) via England, mails 
for Germany direct, and closed mails for Denmark and Switzerland, 
via Germany.

2. By French mail-packets sailing from New York on every alternate 
Saturday, with mails for France direct. ·

3. By steamers sailing from New York once a month, at irregular dates, 
conveying mails for Denmark and Sweden direct, and for Germany, 
via Stettin.

4. By steamers sailing from Boston on Tuesday of each week, con
veying mails for Great Britain and Ireland and for Belgium.

5. By steamers sailing at irregular dates from Baltimore, conveying 
mails for Germany, and also from New Orleans, conveying mails for 
Spain and for Germany.

S e c . 7!»0. The mails for the West Indies, and for (he Central and 
South American States, are dispatched as follows:

1. By steamer sailing from New York, on the 23d of each month, for 
Bio de Janeiro, Brazil, touching at St. Thomas, Fernambuco, and 
Bahia, and conveying mails for the West Indies, and tin* north and east 
coast o f South America, via St. Thomas, Brazil, and the Argentine 
Bepublie.

2. By steamers sailing from New York, every Thursday, for Havana, 
Cuba, conveying mails for that place, and for the West Indies, via 
Iiavana.

3. By steamers sailing from New York, two or three times a month, for 
Panama, conveying mails for the Central and South American States, 
via Panama.

4. By steamers sailing from New York, at irregular dates, for St. 
Thomas, San Domingo, Cuba, Central and South America.

5. By steamers sailing from San Francisco, two or three times a month, 
for Panama, conveying mails for the Central and South American States, 
via Panama.

0. By steamers sailing at irregular dates, from Philadelphia, Balti
more, Key West, and New Orleans, for Havana.

S e c . ЗИП. The mails for Japan and China, and the Hawaiian Kingdom, 
(Sandwich Islands,) are conveyed from San Francisco as follows:

1. For Japan and China, by steamers sailing on or about the 1st and 
lGth of each month.

2. For the Hawaiian Kingdom, by steamers or sailing-vessels leaving 
at irregular dates.



C II A P T E R X L I V

R A T E S  O F P O S T A G E  T O  F O R E IG N  C O U N T R IE S .

Seo. 801. Postmasters must bear in mind that the rates of postage 
to foreign countries are subject to constant changes. The following 
table is correct up to May 1, 1873. Any changes that may occur 
will from time to time be announced in the several postal publications 
issued in Washington, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago, and Saint Louis.

T A B L E  O F  R A T E S  O F  P O S T A G E  T O  F O R E I G N  C O U N T R IE S .

O  Denotes tlmt prepayment is optional ; in :tll oilier casce it is compulsory.
(I) Denotes Hint Ilu1 additional table simuld bo consulted.
The postage on printed matter, samples, and patterns, and on registered lotters, including registra

tion-toe, must in all cases bo prepaid.

Countries, &c., and routes by which correspond 
enee may bo forwarded.

Alexandria, German mail, direct, (registered
letters, poslugo 14 cents per half ounce) .........

Alexandria, German closed mail, via England, 
(registered letters, postage 15 cents per ball
ounce).............  ......................................................

Argentine R ep u blic .................................................
Ascension, British m ail.............................................
A s p i »  w a l l ..........................  ................».........
Australia.licit isli mail.vin Southampton mid.Suez 
Australia. British mail, via brindisi and Suez
Austria, German m ail,d irect...............  ..........
Austria. Gormar, closed mail, via England . . . .  
Azores Islands. Biitish mail, via Southampton. 
Bahamas, by direct steamer from Now Y o r k ...  
Balearic Islands. (See Spain.)
Belgium, Hosed mail, via England........................
Bclgnm, d ir e c t ..................... *.....................................
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Table of rates of postage to foreign countries—Continued.
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Countries, &c., цш1 routes by which correspond
ence may be forwarded.

Javu, British mail,via Brindisi...............................
Jerusalem, German mail, d ir e c t ............................
Jerusalem, German closed mail, via B ogland___
Lagos, (Λ trica,) British mail, via .Southampton .
Liberia, British mail, via Southampton................
Madagascar, British mail, via Southam pton........
Madeira, British mad, via Southam pton .............
Malta, British mail, via Southampton...................
Malta, British mail, via M essina............................
Mauritius, British mail, via M arseilles.................
M exico, direct, from New York ............................
Moldavia, German mail, d ir e c t .. . ..........................
Moldavia, German closed mail, via England.......
Morocco, British mail, via Southampton.............
Natal, British mail,via Southampton....................
N etherlands.......................................... . ....................
N ew foundland............................................................
New Zealand, British mail, via Southampton.. . .
New Zen la ml, British mail, via Brindisi ...........
N ica ra g u a ........................ ..........................................
Norway, (Jarman mail, d irect..................................
Norway, German closed mail, via England.........
P anam a.........................................................................
P arag u a y .....................................................................
Peril. British mail, via Colon ..................................
Philippine Islands, Bí itisli mail,via Southampton 
Philippine Islands, British mail, via Brindisi..
Portugal, German mail, d ire c t ..............................
Portugal.German closed mail, via England . . .  
Prince Edward Island,(letters,i f  unpaid, 10 cents

per half ounce)............... ........................................
Rouinaniu, German inai), d ir e c t ............................
Routnanin, German closed mail, via  Englund___
Lussijt, German mail, d ire ct ..................................
Russia, Gorman closed mail, via England.............
Salvador, via Colon ..................................................
Servia, German mail, d ir e c t ...................................
Servin, German closed mail, via England...........
Shanghai, via San F ra n cisco ..................................
S iena Leone, British mail, via Southam pton.. . .
Spain, viti New Orleans .........................................
Spain, German mail, dii4;ct.......................................
Spain, German closed unti I, via England.............
St. Helena, British mail, via Southampton.........
Sweden, German mail, direct ({]) ............................
Sweden, i Jern i an closed mail, vet Engländer). . .  
Switzerland, direct, closed mail, via England . . .
Switzerland, direct, closed mail,via Germany-----
T rípoli,German mail dirert, via Brindisi...........
Tripoli. ( drm an closed nudi, via England ami

B rindisi...................................  ..............................
Tunis, German mail, via Brindisi..........................
Tunis, German closed mail, via England and

B rindisi.....................................................................
Turkey, (European and Asiat io.) com poising the 

following places in which thorn are Austrian 
post oil ices : Adriám »pi e, Antivari, Beyroot, 
Burgas. Gaitfa. г  a vallo, Candía, < .’а пея, Czerna- 
węda, Dardanelles, Dn razza, Galipoli, Jaffa, 
Janina, Jerusalem, I řehol In, Ive russili ido.K us· 
temUi, Lagos, burnirà. Mity lene, Philippojło- 
lis, Preveda, Ketinin, Rhodes, Kustclıucк, Sal
ónica, Sanísimo, Seres, Santi Quaranti. Smyr
na. Sophia, Sulina. Tenedos, Trehiznitd, 
Tulícím, Valona, Varna, Volo, and W iddin,
German mail, d ire c t . ...............  .̂.....................

Turkey, German closed muil. via England---- -
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T a b l e  o f  r a t e s  o f  p o s t a g e  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s — C o n tin u e d ,

Countries, <tc., and routes by which correspond· 
once may bo forwarded.

Turkey, (European and Asiatic,) all other
places, German mail, d irect...............................

Turkey, (European and Asiatic,) all other
places, German closed mail, via England.........

T urk ’s Is la n d .............................................................
U ruguay...................................................................
V ancouver’s Island, (lettera, i f  unpaid, 10 ccuts

per halt*ounce)........................................................
Venezuela................................................................
Wallacliia, German lunii, d ir e c t ............. ..............
Wallachia, G< rman closed mail, via E ngland.. . .
W est IOdieS, dit e c i  ............................................................
W est Indies, Dril isli mail, via St. T h om as.........

•a

News
papers.

Book-packets and other 
printed matter.
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(a) Book-packet rate.
(b ) TWO «'flits per tWO ОППС09.
(c) Domestic rates, adding one cent for each newspaper, and оно cent per mineo on other printed

matter.
(cl) One cent per two ounces.
(e) Domestic rates.
(ƒ ) One cent per ounce.
{[)) Small i lews papers each, not exceeding two ounces, six cents by German mail, direct ; seven cents 

by closed mail, via England.

A D D IT IO N A L  T A B L E  OF B A T E S  OF POSTAGE.

Countries, <tc., ami routes hy 
which correspondence mey 
be forwarded.

Letters,
dinary

or· Letters,
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11Canary Islands, Belgian mail .. •16*22
*10*10

10 ‘Is

*30 *38 
•Ui 'II. See
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France, British mail, registered
32 1*1

Tripoli. German mail, direct,
via B rindisi.................... ........... 1 1 5 7 и * 8 11 8 10 12

Tripoli. Gorman cl ose« l mail,
! Л 0 8 le Г. IO 1 1 10 12 и

Tunis, German mail, direct, via
•л г> 9 1 II

6
10 12

Tunis, Gı-nnan clow-fl mail, via
England and B rindisi............... *1Г. 6 8 III f)

10
11 10 12 40

Sec. 801Î. Every international letter insufficiently prepaid or wholly 
unpaid, sent to or received from Great Britain and Ireland, is subject, 
in addition to the deficient postage, to a fine of six cents on delivery



312

at tlíc place of destination. Book manuscript or corrected proof may 
be sent at book-packet rate of postage.

Sec. 803. Every international letter wholly unpaid, sent to or received 
from Germany, is subject, on delivery, to double the prepaid rates, and 
every insufficiently prepaid letter is subject to double the prepaid rates, 
deducting the amount prepaid. Patterns or samples of merchandise 
exceeding the weight of 82 ounces (15 loths) cannot be sent in the mails, 
and letters weighing I f  ounces (3 loths) or more, if containing articles 
subject to customs duties, instead of writings, documents, coupons, 
&c., are in like manner excluded from the mails sent to Germany.

Sec. 804. Every international letter insufficiently prepaid or wholly 
unpaid, sent to or received from the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, and 
Switzerland, is subject, in addition to the deficient postage, to a fine of 
five cents on delivery; if sent to or received from Denmark, to a fine of 
four cents; and if sent to or received from the Straits Settlements, via 
San. Francisco, to a fine of 12 cents.

Sec. 805. Newspapers, book-packets, samples, or patterns sent in the 
mails to Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Italy, and Denmark, are subject to the following regulations:

1. No packet shall contain anything which shall be closed against 
inspection, nor any written communication whatever, except to state 
from whom and to whom the packet is sent, and the number and price 
placed upon each pattern or sample.

2. No packet shall exceed two feet in length, or one foot in any other 
dimension, and shall not exceed the weight of 24 ounces, except to 
Germany. (See Section 803.)

3. Neither country shall be bound to deliver any article the importa
tion of which may be prohibited by the laws or regulations of the 
country of destination.

4. If any customs duty is chargeable on any articles exchanged in the 
mails, such duty may be levied in either country for the use of the 
customs.

Correspondence sent to or received from other foreign countries than 
those here mentioned is subject to the domestic regulations governing 
the transmission of that class of correspondence.

Sec. SOG. All liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, and obscene 
books and pictures, as well as all articles which, from their nature or 
form, are liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise injure the contents of 
the mail-bags, or the person of any one engaged in the postal service, 
are excluded from the mails to foreign countries.

Sec. 807. Letters and other correspondence may be registered to 
foreign countries on prepayment of the usual rate of posdage and of the 
fee stated in the proper column in the foregoing “  table of rates of post
age ;” but correspondence and printed matter, samples, or patterns can
not be registered to countries under which no fee is stated.

;
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Sec. 808. Registered correspondence for foreign countries is to be 
treated by postmasters in all respects as domestic registered letters, 
subject to the same rules and regulations, except that no “  return re
ceipt” is to accompany it. Such correspondence should be forwarded 
to the nearest United States exchange oflice. The sender of a regis
tered letter for Germany or Switzerland may demand, by a notice on 
the address, a return receipt from the addressee. Such receipt, for 
which no additional fee is charged, will be issued by the exchange office 
through which the letter passes, and will in due time be returned to 
the sender of the letter. The postmaster, when such a receipt accom
panies a registered letter from Germany or Switzerland, will cause the 
same to be signed by the addressee of the letter, and will return it as 
soon as possible to the United States office o f exchange from which the 
letter was forwarded.

Sec. 80Í). To prevent possible errors, the route by which it is desired 
that the correspondence should be forwarded should be plainly marked 
on the face of the correspondence, and this is absolutely necessary for  
all correspondence sent in the German mails via Brindisi or Trieste.

S e c . 810. Letters received from foreign countries must be sent to the 
Dead-Letter Office, if not delivered within the time prescribed for the 
delivery of domestic letters, and in conformity with the rules and regn 
lattone governing the return of domestic letters.

S e c . 811. Correspondence addressed to or received from foreign conn 
tries with which the United States have no postal convention or other 
arrangement, or which does not pass in open mail in transit through a 
country with which the United States have postal convention, and for
warded by vessels regularly employed in carrying the mails, is subject 
to the following rates of postage, which must be prepaid on matter sent, 
and collected on matter received : Letters, 10 cents per one-half ounce; 
newspapers, 2 cents each ; other printed matter, 2 cents per each two 
ounces or fraction thereof. The principal countries and places for which 
these rates apply are as follows : Aspinwall, Bermuda, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, France, by direct steamer; Greytown, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Pan 
ama; Spain, via New Orleans; Sweden, via Stettin; West Indies, by 
direct steamer.

Sec. 812. Letters conveyed by vessels not regularly 'employed in car 
rying the mails and addressed to the United States, commonly called 
“ ship-letters,” are subject to double the domestic prepaid rate on 
delivery.



C H A P T E R  XLV.

T II K  P O S T A L  I f lO N E V -O K D E R  S Y S T E M  O F  T H E  U N I T E D
S T A T E S .

Slio. 813. The money-order system is intended to promote public con
venience and to secure safety in the transfer through the mails of small 
sims of money. The principal means employed to attain safety consist 
in leaving out of the order the name of the payee or person for whom 
the money is intended. In this respect a money-order differs from an 
ordinary bank draft or check. An advice or notification, containing 
fall particulars of the order, is transmitted without delay by the issu
ing postmaster to the postmaster at the oilice of payment. The latter 
is thus furnished, before the order itself is presented, with information 
which will enable him to prevent its payment to any person not entitled 
thereto, provided the remitter complies with the regulation o f the De
partment which prohibits him from sending the same information in a 
letter inclosed with his order.

Sec. 814. It is expected of postmasters that they will use a legiti
mate influence in recommending the money-order system, and, by cour
teous attention to the inquiries o f applicants, exhibit its superiority as 
a safe method of transmitting small sums o f money through the 
mails.

Se c . S15. 1. Money-order offices are divided into two classes. Offices 
of the first class are depositories, in which those of the second class 
deposit their surplus money-order funds.· Offices of the first class are 
printed in the list of money-order offices in italics.

2. Any office in either class may draw upon any other office in the

* Tin; classification hero noted does not in any manner refer to that established bv 
Section SO of Ilio a c t  entitled “ An act to revise, consolidate, and amend the statutes 
relating to the Post-Oflico Department,”  approved June 8, 1872.
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Hst of money-order offices, but au order cannot be drawn on an office 
not mentioned iu (lie list. A single money-order may be. drawn for any 
amount from one cent to fifty dollars, inclusive; but sucb order must 
not contain a fractional part o f a cent.

3. The fees or charges for money-orders will be as follows: On orders 
not exceeding $10, 5 cents; over $10 and not exceeding $20, 10 cents; 
over 820 and not exceeding $30, 13 cents; over $30 and not exceeding 
8-10, 20 cents; over $-10 and not exceeding $50, 23 cents. When 
a larger sum than the latter is required, additional orders to make it up 
must be obtained. But postmasters are instructed to refuse to issue 
in one day, to the same remitter and in favor of the same payee, more 
than three money-orders payable at the same post-office. The plain 
evasion o f this rule by the substitution of a different remitter for every 
three orders issued in one day, in favor o f the same payee, must not be 
tolerated by postmasters.

4. When money-orders amounting in the aggregate to $130 are pre
sented in one day by the same payee, at a second-class office, the post
master will he permitted to delay the payment o f such orders for live 
days.

5. The.money-orders shall be made ont upon printed forms supplied 
by the Post-Office Department, and no order will be valid or payable 
unless given upon one of such forms.

0. Any person applying for a money-order will be required to state 
the particulars upon a form of application, which will be furnished to 
him tor that purpose by the postmaster.

7. If the purchaser of a money-order, from having made an error in 
stating the name of the office of payment, or for other reasons, desires 
to have the said money-order changed, the issuing postmaster will re
pay the first order, and issue another in lieu thereof, for which an addi
tional fee shall he charged and exacted as for a new transaction.

8. Parties procuring money-orders should examine them carefully, to 
see that they arc properly filled up and stamped. This caution will 
appear the more necessary when it is understood that any defect in this 
respect will throw difficulties in the way of payment.

it. When a money-order is presented for payment at the office upon 
which it is drawn, the postmaster or authorized clerk will use ALL 
PROPER MEANS to assure himself that the applicant is the person named 
and intended in the advice, or is the indorsee of the latter; and upon 
payment of the order care must, be taken to obtain the signature o f the 
payee (or of the person authorized by him to receive payment) to the 
receipt on the (Vice of the order.

Id. When tor any reason the payee of a money-order does not desire 
or is unable to present the same in person, he is legally empowered, by 
his written indorsement thereon, to direct payment to he made to any 
other person ; and it is the duty of the postmaster upon whom the order 
is drawn to pay the amount thereof to the person thus designated,
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provided the postmaster is satisfied that such indorsement is genuine, 
and that the second party shall, if required, prove his identity, and shall 
give correct information as to the name and address of the person who 
originally obtained the order. M o r e  t h a n  o n e  in d o r s e m e n t  is  p r o 
h ib it e d  BY LAW, AND WILL RENDER AN ORDER INVALID AND NOT 
p a y a b l e . The signature to the receipt on the face of the order should 
be that o f the person urho presents and receives payment o f the same.

11. Any money-order office may repay an order issued by itself, pro
vided the order is less than one year old, and does not bear more than one 
indorsement -, hut the repayment must be made to the person who ob
tained the order, except in special cases. (See Section 831.) The fee 
or charge shall not in any case be refunded.

12. When a money-order has been lost by either remitter or payee, a 
duplicate thereof w ill be issued by the Department, free of charge to 
the owner o f the original, provided he shall make application, (stating 
the circumstances of the loss,) to be forwarded by the issuing or the 
paying postmaster, from the former of whom he must obtain and fur
nish a certificate that the original order had not heen and would not be 
repaid, and also a similar certificate from the latter that the same had 
not been and would not be paid.

Sec. 810. When a money-order is applied for, the postmaster will fur
nish the applicant with a printed form of application, (Form No. 1,) in 
which the latter must enter himself all the particulars of amount, name, 
address, &c., required to he stated in the money-order and advice. The 
postmaster is strictly prohibited from filling up the application unless the 
applicant is unable to write, in which event it must be carefully read 
over to him when completed. (See Articles 2 and 3 of Sec. 815.)

Se c . 817. From the items contained in such application, the post
master will fill up the money-order required in conformity therewith, 
and also the corresponding form of advice. Tlioorder, when completed, 
is to be handed to the applicant, upon payment o f the sum expressed 
therein and of the fee chargeable thereon, which fee must invariably be 
paid in money, postage-stamps not being receivable therefor. By the f ir s t  
m a il  dispatched to the office o f payment after the issue of an order, the 
postmaster must transmit, in a sealed envelope, the corresponding ad
vice to the postmaster at the office upon which it is drawn. Delay and 
mistakes in sending advices cause difficulty in payment and tend to discredit 
the system. Their repetition will lead to the removal o f the negligent post
master. The utmost accuracy must be observed in writing both the 
order and the advice, neither of which should be “ post datedf  but each 
should in every instance bear the stamp of the actual date o f issue. 
The application must be numbered to correspond with the order issued, 
and filed for  future reference.

Se c . 818. İfa n  error of any kind be made in filling up a money-order, 
and it be discovered at the time of issuing or before the advice has been 
dispatched, a new order must be made out, as no alterations or erasures
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are permitted. The special attention o f postmaster ş is called to this import
ant regulation. Should an order containing alterations or erasures be 
presented for payment, the same may be paid, provided it agrees with 
the advice and the latter is free from these defects. The paying post
master will report every case of this nature to the superintendent of 
the money-order system.

Sec. 819. Postmasters will observe that the forms for money-orders and 
advices are numbered consecutively from 1 to 500 or 1,000, or to higher 
numbers', according to the requirements of the issuing office. This is in
tended as a safeguard against the improper use of the blanks; and there
fore when, through mistake or írom -any other cause, any of them have 
been spoiled, the words “ Not issued” must be written or stamped across 
both the order and the advice. The spoiled order, with the corresponding 
advice, must be transmitted to the money-order office of the Post-Office 
Department with the weekly account, and must be entered therein in 
its proper numerical order, with the words “ Not issued” written oppo
site; the particulars and amount of the order being left blank. A 
similar entry must be made against the corresponding number in the 
register of orders issued. No departure from this rule trill be permitted, 
as the Postmaster General I înjuraţi celg requires that EVERY BLANK FORM 
OF Λ MONEY-ORDER SENTITO Λ POSTMASTER SIIAI.L BE ACCOUNFED 
FOR AT THE END OF THE WEEK IN WHICH IT IS USED OR CANCELED.

Sec. 820. Upon the issue of a money-order, the postmaster will record 
all the particulars thereof in the “  register o f orders issued,” as directed 
by the headings; and if any subsequent action should be taken in 
reference thereto, (such, for instance, as repayment, the issue of a 
duplicate, &c.,) lie will note the alteration opposite the entry in the 
register under the head of “  Remarks.”

S e c . 821. When the aggregate amount of orders issued by any money- 
order office in one day, upon a second-class office, equals or exceeds 
8800, the issuing postmaster will be required to send by the first until a. 
special notice of the fact, stating the amount drawn for, to the money- 
order office of the Post office Department. (See Form No. 4.) Post
masters are required to pay strict attention to this rule, as a neglect of 
the duty it enjoins may result in delay of payment, and consequent in
convenience to the payee.

Sec. 822. The issue of money-orders on credit is strictly prohibited, 
under the severest penalties; and no moneys shall be received by a 
postmaster in payment for money-orders issued, except United States 
Treasury notes or the notes of the national banks; nor can orders be 
paid in any other currency than that herein described. Checks are 
not to be received under any circumstances for the issue of money- 
orders.

Sec. 82.4. Money-orders can only be issued upon such offices as 
are enumerated in the list of money-order offices. The names of I he 
offices which may from time to time be added thereto will be duly made
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known to the postmasters at other designated offices. In issuing orders 
the name of the office drawn upon must not be abbreviated, but must be 
written iu full upon advices as well as upon orders.

Sec. 824. When a postmaster receives notice of the opening of a new 
office, or of any change whatever relative to money-order offices, he will 
at once make the necessary correction in his list.

Sec. 825. Λ money-order may be issued for any amount from one cent 
up to fifty dollars, inclusive ; but fractional parts o f a cent must not be 
introduced into any money-order or account.

Sec. 820. The given names of both remitter and payee must be 
entered in the advice in full when possible ; and married women must be 
described by their own names, and not by those of their husbands. 
Thus, the appellation “  Mrs. William Brown” is defective, as it does not 
accurately describe the payee, whose true name may be Mrs. Mary 
Brown. Both names and sums must be written so legibly as to effectually 
guard against errors. When the applicant is unable to state the initials 
of the given name or names o f the payee, the postmaster must refuse 
to issue the order. A money-order should always be made payable 
to one person or to one firm only, and not to either of two or more 
designated persons or firms.

Sec. 827. When a second or duplicate advice is required, in conse
quence of the original advice having been spoiled in issuing an order, 
or when theoriginal advice is stated not to have reached its destination, 
or when it is necessary to re-advise for any reported discrepancy in 
number, name, or amount, one of the spare advice forms headed 
“ second advice”  must be used. Whenever the issuing postmaster 
receives a letter of “ inquiry” from the postmaster at the office ot pay
ment, in “  case of discrepancy between the advice and the statementof 
the payee,” the former will carefully examine the original “ application,” 
and if it agrees with the statement of the payee, he will fill up a 
“ second advice” from the application. If, however, the application 
agrees with the first advice, he will, when practicable, ascertain from 
the remitter what correction, if any, is required in the application, and 
fill up the “  second advice” accordingly. But in case the remitter can
not readily be found, the postmaster will simply till up from the applica
tion a “  second advice,” and write thereon the words, “ liemitter not 
found.”

Sec. 82S. When orders are issued for sums less than one dollar, or 
for any amount in complete dollars, the spaces for “ dollars” or “ cents,” 
as the ease may be, both at the head and in the body of the order, must 
be filled up with a heavy dash, so as iu all cases effectually to prevent, 
any subsequent alteration. The amount in the body of the order must 
invariably be expressed in writing, and not in figures. Postmasters 
are hereby instructed to refuse to issue in one day, to (he same remitter 
and in favor of the same payee, more than three money-orders payable 
at the same post office
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Se c . 829. It is strictly required that the money-order shall bear the 

stamp of the office of issue as well as of that of payment, and that the 
advice shall bear the stamp of the office of issue. To insure at all times 
a clear impression, a special stamp must be employed for this purpose, 
which should never be used for stamping letters. Should the stamp 
of the issuing postmaster and the written date be wanting upon a 
money-order, the postmaster at the office upon which it is drawn must 
decline payment. Orders from which the stamp of either office has 
beeu omitted will be rejected as vouchers by the Department, and will 
be returned in order that the omission may be supplied.

Se c . 880. It is expected of postmasters that they will exercise their 
judgment with respect to the places upon which money-orders may be 
desired, as the applicants, from lack of information, are liable to mis
takes, which will be productive of inconvenience to the payee. There
fore, when occasion requires, postmasters will endeavor to ascertain 
which is the money-order office most conveniently situated for the 
purpose of the remitter, and to advise him that the order bo drawn 
thereon.

Se c . 831. Postmasters who are intrusted with the duty oí issuing and 
of paying money-orders will invariably be held responsible for the acts 
of their subordinates iu relation to such issues and payments. It is 
desirable that orders and other official papers should in all cases be 
signed by the postmaster himself; but it may occasionally happen, by 
reason of his unavoidable absence, that it will be necessary for the assist
ant postmaster or designated clerk to sign the orders, iu which case 
the postmaster’s name must be written, and beneath it the name and 
designation o f the writer, thus :

“ JOHN DOE, Postmaster, 
“ By RICHARD ROE,

'< Assistant Postmaster, (or Cleric.) ”

Sec. 832. The signature of the postmaster or designated eleik who 
issues a money-order must invariably be written and not stamped 
thereon. In ease of the sickness or unavoidable absence for a length 
of time from his office o f the postmaster at a money-order office, lie 
should apply to the Postmaster General for permission to put a desig
nated clerk in his place to discharge his duties, upon the condition that 
the bond of the postmaster shall cover and apply to the acts of such 
clerk.

Sec. 833. Λ postmaster may repay an order issued at his own office, 
PROVIDED THE ORDER IS PRESENTED TO HIM FOB THAT PURPOSE, AND 
IS LESS TIIAN ONE YEAR OLD, AND DOES NOT DEAR MORE THAN ONE
in d o r s e m e n t ; but the repayment must he made to the person who 
obtained the order, except in special eases. (See Section 83G.) If the
ADVICE HAS CONE FORWARD TO THE POST-OFFICE UPON WHICH THE 
ORDER WAS DRAWN, THE POSTMASTER WILL, BY THE FIRST MAIL, DIS-
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PATCII Λ SPECIAL ADVICE (Form No. 5) NOTIFYING THAT OFFICE OF 
t h e  r e p a y m e n t . If the advice has not gone forward, it is to be trans
mitted to the money order office of the Post Office Department, inclosed 
with the corresponding repaid order in the weekly account. The fee
must not in any case be refunded.

Sec. 834. When the remitter of a money-order desires to change the 
place of payment of the same, or when a mistake has been made in draw
ing an order through error o f the remitter, the issuing postmaster is 
authorized, with the above restrictions, to take back the first order, 
which he will repay, and issue another in lieu thereof, for which an 
additional fee must be charged and exacted as on a new transaction. 
But should the mistake be made by the postmaster, he will be held re
sponsible therefor, and must charge himself with the fee for issuing the 
new order. If lite advice has gone forward to thepost-office upon which 
the original order was drawn, he will, by the first mail, dispatch a spe
cial notice, informing that office of the repayment of said order. The 
special advice is not to be used instead of the proper accompanying ad
vice of the new order, but is additional to it. Under no circumstances 
must a postmaster issue a new order in lieu of another until the original 
order shall have been returned to him.

Se c . 835. The word “ Repaid” (and the date) must be written or 
stamped on the face o f every repaid order, and a corresponding entry 
made in the register of orders issued, against the particulars of the 
order, and in the column headed “ Remarks.”

Sec. 830. Every order repaid must be signed by the remitter or person 
who procured it. But if he should be unable to make application for 
such repayment in person, it can be made to another party, in which 
case the remitter will fill up the indorsement upon the back with the 
name of the person to whom he wishes the payment made, and sign his 
own name thereto, substituting the word “ remitter” for that of “  payee,” 
where the latter occurs. But postmasters will exercise the greatest 
caution in repaying an order to a second person. It may occasionally 
happen that an order is presented for payment at the office of issue by 
the payee. The issuing postmaster is at liberty to pay the order in such 
case, and treat it as “ repaid,” provided lie is satisfied as to the identity 
o f the payee, and that the latter has good reasons for presenting the 
order at his office. Across the face o f the order should be written these 
words, viz: “  Raid to the payee.”

S e c . 837. When an order is repaid b y duplicate, the fact must be 
noted in the register of orders issued, by writing opposite the entry 
of the original order, in the column of “ Remarks,” the words “ Repaid 
by duplicate No. —,” (adding the number and the date of repayment.) 
Special notice must also be sent to the office on which the original order 
was drawn. In taking credit for such repayment in the summary of 
the weekly statement, the postmaster will enter the number of the
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original order, aud also that of the duplicate, thus: “ By money-order 
No. 12SG, repaid, (by duplicate No. 120,) $19.25.”

Se c . 838. W hen a postmaster receives a special notice of the repay
ment of a money-order by the issuing postmaster, he will write the
words “ Repaid a t ------ ” (naming the place and date) opposite the entry
in the register of advices received, and also upon the original advice, 
which, with the special notice attached thereto, he will place on file.

Se c . 859. No money-order must be paid until the corresponding letter 
of advice shall have been received.

Se c . 840. Upon the receipt of an advice, the · postmaster will first 
examine the same, to see that it is payable at his office, and is in all 
respects regular, and stamped; he will thereupon enter the particulars 
in the register of advices received. After being so entered, advices 
should be filed, alphabetically arranged, under the names of the issuing 
offices, so that reference may readily be made to them whenever neces
sary. The “ paid” advices should be kept separate and distinct from 
the “ unpaid,” and should be arranged according to the several offices 
of issue and dates of payment, and are to be retained on file for a term 
of four years. Every care should be taken to guard against the loss of 
these important documents; and with this view, and to prevent their 
disarrangement, they should be kept under lock and key. Postmasters, 
assistant postmasters, and money-order clerks are forbidden to reveal to 
any person the information communicated to them by the advices in 
their possession of money-orders drawn upon their respective offices. 
Should they do so, it will be regarded by the Postmaster-General as 
sufficient cause for removal.

S e c . 841. In the event of an advice being received which is not drawn 
upon his office, the postmaster will transmit it by the first mail to its 
destination, previously noting on the document the circumstance of its 
having been missent.

Se c . S42. Postmasters are strictly enjoined carefully to check their 
advices before dispatching them, with the view of ascertaining that they 
are correctly addressed.

Se c . 843. Should a second advice be received, correcting the number, 
name, or amount o f the original, the entry in the register should be 
altered accordingly, and the second advice, attached to the original, 
placed on file. ,

SEC. 844. Where an order is presented for payment, the postmaster 
will first examine the document, to see that it is properly signed, stamped, 
&c.; 1m will then compare the date, number, and amount with the advice 
or with the record thereof in the register of advices received, and satisfy 
himself, by questioning the applicant, and by such other means as may 
appear necessary, that the applicant is the person entitled to payment. 
Every person who presents a money-order for payment should be required 
to prove his identity to the postmaster, unless the latter is satisfied, without 
obtaining such proof, that the applicant is the rightful owner of the order.

21 г c
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Special caution should be exercised in the payment of orders issued in 
favor of women, or of soldiers or sailors, in the event of an order 
being paid to the wrong person through lack of necessary precaution on 
the part of the postmaster, lie will be held accountable for such payment.

• Care should be taken that the signature of the payee be as full as the 
name given in the advice, and that it be in no way inconsistent there
with. I f the payee be unable to write, he must sign the receipt by 
makiug his mark, to be witnessed in writing. The witness should sigu 
his name, with his address, in the presence of the postmaster, and the 
latter will then certify the payment by adding his own initials. The 
witness should be known to the postmaster, but it is desirable (though 
not imperative) that he be not connected with the office. In no case 
should the postmaster act as witness himself. It is not necessary that 
the witness should be personally acquainted with the payee.

Sec. 845. No postmaster will be permitted to pay an order which is 
not drawn upon his office. This, however, does not preclude the repay
ment of an order at the office where it was drawn, as specified in Article 
31 of Section 815, and Sections 831 and 832.

Sec. 846. When an order is presented for which no advice has been 
received, one of the printed letters of inquiry for missing advices (Form 
No. 21) must at once be dispatched to the postmaster who issued the 
order. Under no circumstances whatever can an order be paid until 
the corresponding advice shall have been received.

Sec. 847. When an order is presented which does not agree with the 
advice, payment must be refused until a second advice can be obtained, 
unless the difference be evidently accidental and trifling, in which case 
the postmaster may, if he chooses, pay the order; but he will be held 
responsible if the payment should turn out incorrect. Every case of 
difference, however small, between an order and an advice should be re
ported in forwarding the order at the end of the week. If the discrep
ancy is considerable and is not corrected by a second advice, the holder 
of the order should be directed to return it to the remitter, so that the 
latter may present it to the issuing postmaster for repayment and the issue 
of a new order in lieu thereof. If the said postmaster is responsible for 
the error, he must charge himself with the fee lor the new order.

Sec. S4S. It is the special duty o f the postmaster to provide as far as 
possible against delay in the payment o f orders on presentation, by 
making immediate application for funds, (using Form No. 10,) whenever 
the amount of advices received indicates the need of assistance to enable 
him to pay the corresponding orders. lie  is authorized to defer pay
ment only long enough to procure the requisite funds, and the delay, if 
ho is prompt in making his application, should not exceed five days. 
Should a postmaster who has sufficient funds of the Department, 
whether arising from the issue of money-orders or from postages, in his 
hands, refuse to pay orders drawn upon him wheu duly presented, such 
refusal will be deemed cause for his immediate removal.



323

Se c . 8-49. After payment of a money-order, the date of such payment 
must immediately be stamped upon the order and upon tho back of the 
advice, and likewise entered opposite the record thereof in the register 
of advices received, with the word “ Paid” written opposite the entry, 
in the column headed “  Remarks.”

Se c . 850. When an order is paid by duplicate, the fact must be noted 
in the register of advices received, by writing opposite the entry of 
the advice, in the column of “  Remarks,” the words “  Paid by duplicate 
No. —,” (adding the number and the date of payment.) The same should 
be written in red ink under the particulars of the original order in the 
weekly statement.

Se c . S51. Postmasters are prohibited from paying a money-order to a 
second pei'son without the written indorsement to such second person 
by the payee on the back of the order, unless the payee has, by a duly 
executed power o f attorney, designated and appointed some person to 
collect moneys due or to become due him, in which case the attorney 
should be required, before payment is made him, to file at the ollice of 
payment a certified copy of such power of attorney. When orders are 
paid upon an indorsement, the utmost caution should be exercised, and be
fore paying them the postmaster must be satisfied that the signature 
to the indorsement is genuine, and that the person presenting the order 
is the one named in the indorsement. The person presenting the order 
should be required, if unknown to the postmaster, to prove his identity. 
The name of the indorsee to whom an order is paid should be entered in 
the column of “  Remarks” in the “  register of advices received.”

Se c . 852. Any order not correctly receipted, or not stamped with the 
date of payment, will be disallowed from the weekly account and returned 
for correction.

Se c . Sõ3. Under no circumstances cau payment of an order be 
demanded on the day of issue.

Se c . SÕ4. After once paying a money-order, by whomsoever presented, 
provided the required information has been given by the party who 
presented it, the Department will not hold itself liable to any further 
claim, but in case of improper payment of an order, will endeavor to 
recover the amount for the owner.

Se c . Sõõ. Paymeut of an order may be withheld by the paying post
master upon the receipt of a written request from the issuing postmaster 
or the remitter for a sufficient time to enable the remitter to furnish the 
paying postmaster with proof that the order was procured by him 
through a mistake* or through false representations, or other fraudulent 
action of the payee. The case, together with the proof furnished, must 
be referred to the Department.

S e c . 850. In case a money-order is lost in transmission, or otherwise, 
a duplicate will be issued by the superintendent of the money-order 
system, on the. receipt o f the application therefor o f either the remitter, 
the payee, or the indorsee of the original. Such application should be
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made ou Form No. 7, and should be forwarded to the Department by 
the issuing or the paying postmaster. The duplicate can be made pay
able only to the payee, or, in case of indorsement, to the indorsee of 
the original, unless the written consent of the payee or indorsee to the 
repayment of the order, by duplicate, to the remitter, shall have been 
obtained by the latter, and duly tiled in the Department. Such written 
consent must bear a certificate as to its genuineness from the postmaster 
on whom the original was drawn. I f  the owner o f the order, (whether 
the payee or endorsee,) or his legal representative, cannot, afte)· the lapse 
o f a reasonable time,he found, the remitter should forward to the Depart
ment satisfactory evidence of that fact, if he desires repayment. Λ 
blank bond of indemnity, in a penal sum of double the amount of the 
lost money-order, will then be sent him, to be executed by himself and 
two sureties, and returned to the Department; the condition of such 
bond being that if, after the issue and payment of a duplicate order to 
the remitter, any other person establishes a valid adverse claim to the 
original order, the amount so paid by duplicate shall be refunded to the 
Post-Office Department. Upon full compliance with the above require
ments, the remitter thus situated will receive a duplicate of the lost 
order.

Sec. SÖ7. When a postmaster has been informed by the remitter, 
payee, or indorsee of an order that the same has been lost or destroyed, 
he will cause the said remitter, payee, or indorsee to sign a statement, 
setting forth the loss or destruction thereof, and containing a request 
for the issue o f a duplicate. If the applicant is the indorsee o f the 
original, his application must be accompanied by a certificate to that 
effect from the payee, the genuineness of which must be attested by the 
postmaster at the latter’s place of residence. The postmaster before 
whom the application is made will complete the application by enume
rating the particulars of the lost order, and by stating to whom the 
duplicate is to be made payable, whether to the payee or the indorsee, 
and also the full address o f such person, lie  will thereupon execute the 
proper certificate relative to the payment or repayment o f the original 
order, and dispatch the form to the issuing or the paying postmaster, as 
the case may be, for his certificate. The latter should be requested to 
forward the paper, when completed, to the superintendent of the money- 
order system.

Seo. 858. In case both the order and advice are lost, the issuing post
master will, upon receiving notice of the loss of the latter írom the 
paying postmaster, forward to him a second adrice, embracing all the 
particulars of the missing advice, so that application may be made 
through the paying postmaster, and he may be enabled to give his 
certificate in the manner above described.

Sec. 859. Should the original order alleged to be lost come into the pos
session of the payee or indorsee thereof, and the Department be notified 
of the fact before a duplicate is issued, special permission will be given 
to pay the said original order on presentation.



Se c . 8G0. A  duplicate order cau be drawn only on the issuing or the 
paying office of the original order, and becomes invalid if it bear more 
than one indorsement.

Sec. 8G1. When a postmaster signs a certificate that an order drawn 
upon his office has not been and will not be paid, he should at once note 
the same by writing, in red ink, across the tace of the advice, and under 
the entry thereof in the register of advices received, the words “ Dupli
cate applied for—original order not to be paid and in case of an order 
issued at his office, when he has certified that the original order has not 
been and will not be repaid, be will write under the entry o f the said 
order, in the register o f orders issued, the words “ Duplicate applied 
for—original order not to be repaid.” Neglect o f this rule may involve 
a postmaster in serious trouble, a s  h e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  s t r ic t l y  a c c o u n t 
a b l e  SHOULD THE ORIGINAL ORDER BE AFTERWARD PAID OR REPAID 
AT HIS OFFICE.

Sec. 802. If the original order be presented by the payee or indorsee 
after a duplicate has been applied for, the postmaster will write across 
it the words “  Canceled—duplicate applied for.” I f  the person who pre
sents it requires the postmaster to return it, he may do so; but if not, 
the order should be sent to the Department.

Se c . 803. Duplicate money-orders will be issued only by the Depart
ment. Under no circumstances whatever will a postmaster be allowed 
to issue them.

S e c . 8GU No fee is to be charged by a postmaster for the delivery of 
a duplicate issued in place of a lost or invalid order. The postmaster 
who receives from the Department a duplicate payable by him must 
forthwith seud notice to the payee of such duplicate to call for pay
ment.

Se c . SGõ. In paying a duplicate the postmaster is required to ascer
tain beyond a reasonable doubt the identity of the payee or indorsee 
thereof.

Se c . 866. Any order which is not presented for payment until after 
the expiration of one year from the date thereof, is declared “ invalid 
and not payable”  by the fourth section of the act approved June 12, 
1SGG, and the postmaster to whom such order is presented must refuse 
payment of the same. In order to obtain payment of such invalid or
der, the holder will be required to forward the same, through the issu
ing or the paying postmaster, to tlie money-order office of the Post- 
Office Department. (See Form No. Sa.) I f  the Department is satisfied 
that the order has not been paid, a duplicate will be issued made pay
able to tlie remitter, payee, or indorsee, as may be requested in the ap
plication, and the same will be sent to the postmaster l'or delivery or 
payment, as the case may be.

Sec. 8G7. The register of advices received should be carefully exam
ined at least once a week, with a view to ascertain whether any of the 
unpaid advices entered therein have become invalid by reason of being
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more than one year old ; and should it be found that any of them have 
become invalid for the reason stated, the several dates and numbers 
thereof in the register must be underscored in red ink, and the advices 
picked out at the close of the week and forwarded to the Department; 
the envelope containing the same being indorsed “ Advices of invalid 
orders.” Under the corresponding entries thereof iu the register 
should then be written, “  Invalid—advice forwarded to the Department
--------- , 187—.” A  strict compliance with this regulation is of the first
importance.

Se c . 868. Section 112 o f the law' provides that “  more than one in
dorsement upon an order shall render the same invalid and not paya
ble.” Hence, the postmaster to whom an order, whether “ original” or 
“ duplicate,” thus illegally indorsed shall be presented, must refuse pay
ment of the same; and the holder thereof, to obtain payment of the 
order, is required to return the same, with an application for renewal, 
to the money-order office of the Post-Office Department, and to furnish 
the statement, under oath or affirmation, of two responsible persons 
known to the postmaster, (whose certificate shall be appended thereto,) 
that the indorsement is genuine, and that the holder is the person named 
therein. (See Form No. 8.) Upon his compliance with these require
ments, a duplicate o f the illegally indorsed order will be issued, as above. 
In all cases of lost or invalid orders, the mener o f the order (w hether 
remitter, payee, or indorsee) may make application, through either the 
issuing or the paying postmaster, for a duplicate ; and it is the duty of 
the postmaster to whom such application shall be made to fill up and 
forward the proper forms therefor. The duplicate will be issued agree
ably to the request contained in the postmaster’s letter—i. e., to the 
remitter, payee, or indorsee—and made payable at the issuing or the 
paying office, as may be desired, and forwarded to the address specified, 
by the applicant.

Sec. 869. In all cases where postmasters are authorized to deliver 
duplicates o f  in v a l id  money-orders, no fees therefor must be charged 
or exacted.

Se c . 87b. It is to be expected that occasionally at some offices the 
postmaster will be called upon to pay money-orders to an amount ex
ceeding that of the money-order funds in his hands, so that his reserve 
will be exhausted. In every such event he will transfer from the postage 
to the money-order account a stun of money equal to the amount o f his 
reserve, and, if necessary, large enough to enable him to pay these orders. 
In case the postage funds are insufficient for such transfer, the post
master will transfer as large an amount as practicable, (provided it he 
sufficient to pay even one order.) and must immediately notify the De
partment, (sec Form No. 10.) when he w ill be furnished with a draft for 
the amount required. Should the payments at any office continue to 
exceed the receipts thereat, the postmaster at such office w ill be fur
nished with a letter of credit, to be used only when absolutely required 
for the payment of money-orders.



Se c . S71. Iu making a transfer of funds, (which must iu all cases 
consist of complete dollars only, and the introduction of cents into trans
fers is hereby prohibited,) if from the “ postage” to the “  money-order” 
account, postmasters will first take credit for the amount of said trans
fer iu their general account with the Post-Office Department; they will 
then debit themselves therewith in the money-order cash-book, and enter 
the transaction under its proper head in the weekly statement following 
such transfer. I f  from “  the money-order” to the “ postage” account, 
the amount must be entered on the credit side of the mouey-order cash
book, and a corresponding entry made on the debit side of the general 
account, the transfer to be noted in the weekly statement, as before. 
Λ  notification (Form Ко. 9) is in alt cases tobe forwarded to the money- 
order office of the Post-Office Department immediately after a transfer 
o f funds from either account. A  transfer from the money-order to the 
postage account is only to be made w h e n  e x p r e s s l y  d ir e c t e d  b y  
ТПК D e p a r t m e n t . К о entry of a transfer to the money-order account 
should be made by a postmaster in bis quarterly accouut, and the proper 
credit for such transfers will he allowed him by the Auditor upon the 
settlement of his accounts. The strictest attention should be given to 
the directions contained in this section iu order to avoid mistakes.

Se c . 872. The mouey-order accounts are to be adjusted each day, and 
postmasters are not allowed to retain more than $30 beyond the “  re
serve ” allowed their respective offices, unless their unpaid advices on 
hand less than two weeks exceed the reserve, in which event they can 
retain such a sum as, with the reserve, will equal the amount of such ad
vices, and they are required to deposit, daily, every dollar iu excess of 
that amount at the designated office of the first class where each 
postmaster may have been instructed to deposit his mouey-order funds. 
The postmaster at the office receiving these deposits will execute 
duplicate certificates therefor, one of which he will transmit to the 
mouey-order office of the Post-Office Department, and the other to the 
depositing postmaster, who will take credit in his weekly statement 
for the amount of the certificate, giving its proper number, date, and 
amount.

Se c . 873. Money-orders, payment of which has been refused, for the 
reason that the corresponding advices have not been received, but for 
which second advices have been requested, are to be included in the list 
of advices on hand less than two weeks.

Se c . 874. In view of the fact that certificates of deposit are in many 
cases not received at the Department until several days after the receipt 
o f the weekly statements to which they apply, it 1ms been necessary, 
from this cause, to suspend a large number of accounts before the de
posit credits claimed could be allowed. Postmasters are therefore in
structed, for the future, n o t  t o  t a k e  c r e d it  in  t iie iu  w e e k l y  s t a t e 
m e n t s , NOR IN THEIR MONEY-ORDER CASH-BOOKS, FOR ANY DEPOSIT 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE DUPLICATE CERTIFICATE THEREFOR SHALL



328

ПАУЕ BEEN RECEIVED ВТ THEM Г RШ1 TUE OFFICE WHERE THE DE
POSIT WAS MADE. Meanwhile, and pending the receipt o f  this certificate, 
they íe ill enter the u balance on hand" precisely as they would have done 
had. no deposit been made; but, in the margin o f  the statement, they will 
note the fact that a deposit has been or will be forwarded, stating the date 
thereof and the amount. A uniform and strict compliance with this regu
lation is earnestly requested.

Sec. 87Ő. The dates of the issues of the several orders, and also of 
the deposits, as shown in the weekly accounts, will clearly show to the 
Department when the moneys received l'or such issues and deposits 
should have been remitted; and postmasters will be held strictly ac
countable for any failure to remit or to deposit promptly in obedience 
to these instructions.

Sec. STO, Every postmaster is required, iu making up his weekly 
statements, to enumerate, in detail, carefully and accurately, all the unpaid 
advices which have been in his hands less than two weeks, but be will 
take no account whatever of unpaid advices that have been on hand two 
weeks or more. If there is not space enough to include in the weekly 
statement all the unpaid advices on hand less than two weeks, he will 
enter only the aggregate amount thereof, but will make a detailed 
enumeration of these advices on a separate paper, which must be in
closed with the weekly statement, as a voucher for funds withheld from 
deposit. A  blank form for this enumeration of advices will be furnished 
postmasters who need it, on application to the Department. Postmas
ters who fail to comply with these requirements will be considered as 
having improperly withheld the money. Iu case no unpaid advices are 
on hand at the close of the week, the fact should be noted in the state
ment by writing the words a j4one on hand.”

Sec. 877. It has been somewhat difficult to make some postmasters 
understand that they are not authorized to withhold more money than 
will suffice to pay the orders of which they may have advices on hand 
less than two weeks; and to put the meaning of Section S72 beyond the 
possibility of misapprehension, an explanation is now offered in the fol
lowing forms:

1. Suppose the postmaster's reserve is lixed at 6100, and that lie has 
advices on hand less than two weeks to the amount of $175; iu this case 
he will be at liberty to keep back $7.">, (which he otherwise would have 
been bound to deposit,) which sum, with his reserve of $100, will pay 
the S17Õ; but he must not, in this case, withhold more than 875.

2. If at the close o f the week his cash balance is $180— his reserve 
being $100—and the amount of advices on hand less than two weeks 
$140, he will deposit $40.

3. In like manner, if his cash balance on completing his weekly state
ment is $101, and advices on hand less than two weeks $100 er less, his 
reserve being $100, be will deposit $01.

Sec . S7S. Postmasters will take notice that the standing instructions



329

which they may receive from the Post Office Department with respect 
to the disposal o f quarterly balances, or other moneys arising from post
ages due from them to the United States, do not apply to money-order 
funds in their hands, but only to postal funds.

Se c . 879. The money-order accounts must be kept separate and dis
tinct from those o f postage, and, together with all correspondence on 
money-order business, must be addressed to the “  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

O F  T H E  M O N E Y -O R D E R  S Y S T E M  O F  T H E  P O S T -O F F I C E  D E P A R T M E N T / ’  

It is desired that every envelope should be indorsed with a memorandum 
statuuj the nature o f its contents.

Se c . 880. The books to bo kept, and which, to insure uniformity, will 
be furnished to all the money-order post-offices by the Department, 
are :

1. Λ  register o f money-orders issued, in which must be recorded, 
daily, the particulars of all orders issued.

2. Λ  register o f advices received, which will be used for the record 
of advices.

3. Λ  cash-book, showing the debitând credit transactions of each day.
The headings of the registers, together with the instructions contained

in Section 881, will so effectually direct postmasters that no mistakes 
need occur in keeping these books.

S e c . 881. In writing up the cash-book, the balance will first be brought 
forward. Then, on the debit side must be entered the amount received 
upon a draft drawn by the postmaster under authority of the Postmaster- 
General’s credit, the amount received for premium upon the same, the 
amount received on deposit from other postmasters, and the amount 
transferred from the postage to the money-order account, should either 
or any of these transactions have taken place ; then the amount re
ceived from tlie issue of money-orders, the amount o f fees thereupon, 
and, lastly, the balance, should there be any. The credit side must em
brace the amount transferred to the postage account, the amount re
mitted or deposited, the amount paid on account of incidental expenses, 
{such as clerk-hire, stationery, «íce.,) and the amount repaid on money- 
orders, should either or any of these transactions have taken place ; then 
the amount paid for money-orders drawn upon the office, and, lastly, 
the balance. The cash-book must be written up and balanced daily at 
every office.

ГОГ.М o r  CASn-BOOK.
------------------------ . p o s t m a s t e r  a t  ----------- , i n  a c c o u n t  w i t h  t h e  m o n e y - o r d e r  o f f i c e ,  l ' o s t - O f f i c e  D e 

p a r t m e n t ,  t h e ------- d a y  o f ---------, 187— .
Dr.. Cn,

To balance brought forward.................... Mo fiO By я mount paid for money-orders 
drawn on tin* ottico............................... ♦830 on

Г»» amount transferred from postage ac- 00 ÜŰ
11)0 00

T o amount received for money-orders 
issued, N’ o. — to X'o. —. inclusivo___ 118 on

DO 9 τλ

259 7İ 259
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S e c . 882. Postmasters should keep their money-order cash separate 
and distinct from all other cash whatsoever, and with this view a spe
cial drawer should be set apart for it. Л11 receipts of cash on money- 
order account, whether for orders issued and lees, remittances from 
other postmasters, or postage-money transferred, should be deposited 
therein; and all disbursements, whether in payment of orders, remit
tances made to other postmasters, or transfers to postage-account, should 
be made therefrom. The usefulness of the cash-book depends entirely 
upon the money-order cash being in this manner kept intact, and it is 
therefore important that this regulation be strictly observed.

Se c . 883. Postmasters must be particular to number their weekly 
statements consecutively, beginning with No. 1 for the first statement 
made in the month of January of each year. The greatest care must 
be taken to write the names of the remitters and payees o f the money- 
orders so plainly in the accounts that they may be easily read.

Se c . 884. On Saturday evening o f each week postmasters will make 
ιηι their weekly statement, being careful to state therein all the particu
lars required by the headings, and to compare the several items with 
those contained in the registers and cash-book before forwarding the 
same to the money-order office, Post-Office Department, which must be 
done by the first mail after the accounts have been closed.

S e c . 885. If no business lias been transacted during the week, the 
postmaster will be required to send forward the usual form, with a 
statement o f the last balance, aud the words “ No business” written 
across the face of the blank. Copies of the weekly returns should not 
be retained by the postmaster.

Se c . 880. Postmasters will be careful to enter into their weekly re
turns neither more nor less than the transactions of one week, and the 
week must be understood to commence on Monday and to end on Satur
day. But at the expiration o f each quarter of the year, viz., 31st 
March, 30th June, 30t h September, and 31st December, should either of 
these days not fall on Saturday, a statement must be made up and for
warded of tlie business transacted from the last Saturday butone in the 
month, up to the close of the last day of that month and quarter. The 
next succeeding statement must embrace all the business transacted 
since the first day of the first month of the next quarter up to the close 
of the second Saturday of said month. For example, the 30th of Sep
tember, 1873, falls on Tuesday ; hence no statement is to be made on 
Saturday, the 27th of that month, but a statement must be made on 
Tuesday, the last day of the month, to include all the business trans 
acted since Saturday, the 20th of the month. In like manner, no state
ment should be made on Saturday, October 4,1873, but the statement of 
the next Saturday, O c t o b e r  11, must embrace all the business transacted 
since the first day of that month. The object of this regulation is to 
facilitate the quarterly settlement o f the accounts of postmasters, and 
also to dispense with statements for fractional parts of a week.



Form of summary on »пеЩ statement.

Date. Summary г Г lbo week's business.

Aug. tin

Ang. 29

Balance from statement Xo. 31.................... .............. ..
To cash Innu money«orders issued, No. 7 to No. 19, inclu

sivo
To cash received for fors upon the sam o.........

о nme 
Vork

To amount o f my draft
mon th
No. — ou poel master at New

T o cash this day transferred from postage to money-order
a ccou n t.................................................... . . .............................

To errors as per Auditor’s c ircu la r ........................................

For use hy the post
master.

For use at the De
partment.

Dr.

$250

372I

Cr.

By 10 money-orders paid.........
By money-order No. ti repaid.

By cash deposited at Now York, N. Y . 
By certificate received, No. 7177, for . . . ·$ 150-İ

By cash paid for incidental expenses, as per vouchers

By cash this day transferred from money orders to post
age account...*.......................................................... ...............

By errors, as per A uditor's circular.......................................
By amount o f  my commissions for the quarter ended ------,

18G—, as adjusted and allowed hy the A uditor...............
By balance, (cash on hand at close o f week).........................

024

Cr.

$758

150

390

Dr.

40

90

024 55

Cr.

Advices on hand less than two weeks o f  orders drawn upon 
this olhee ami not yet presented for payment.

Dato o f 
order. Xo. W here issued. Amount.

Aug. 27 2142 Tiffin,(thin ................................ Ç2!) 15
“ 25 1152 W indsor. V ernm ut................. 50 _
“ 20 2711 Williamsport, l*a...................... 25 IU
“ 21 31514) W ashington,D. C ................... 50 —И 11 27412 San Francisco, < ’a l................... 32 _
“ 24 42410 New York, N. Y ...................... 14 _
“ 20 13914 Saint Louis, A lo ...................... 40 —

23 3112 Davton, O liio ............................ 40 _
“ 27 627G Mobile, A la .............................. 35 50

24 4319 Richmond, V a ...................? . . . 24 50

J ohn J ones,
Postmaster.

310 25

0 505

Memorandum of deposits for which credit has not been taken, 
-------- , 186—, remitted to postmaster at — -— , $

Amount o f  ‘ ‘ reserve”  assigned to this office, $100.
September 5, 1Я08, will remit to postmaster at New York, N. Y ., $44.



Sec. 887. The paid, repaid, and “ not issued” orders, and the vouchers 
for incidental expenses, must invariably accompany the returns, which 
will not be considered complete without them.

Sec. 888. All letters addressed by postmasters to the Department, or 
to the superintendent of the money-order system, should be forwarded 
separately, and are not, under any circumstances, to be inclosed in 
envelopes with the weekly statements.

Sec. SS9. Whenever it is found necessary, in order to prevent delay 
or embarrassment in the payment of money-orders, the postmasters at 
certain offices will be allowed a credit, to a designated amount, with the 
postmaster at New York, or at some other first-class office designated 
for the purpose, which credit will bo used in the following manner : 
When at any office having such credit the funds arising from the money- 
order business are insufficient to pay the orders presented, the postmaster 
will thereupon be permitted to draw a draft, payable to bis own order, 
against the amount placed to his credit for such a sum, and no more, as 
may be necessary to meet the requirements of the case. It is there
fore apparent that this credit must be drawn by installments ; forex- 
ample, $100, $200, &c., as may bo required, and not in one gross sum. 
The amounts so drawn from time to time must he entered by the post
master to his debit in the cash-book upon the day they are drawn, and 
also in the weekly account. Should the amount o f orders paid at any 
one of these offices continue considerably to exceed the amount of orders 
issued, this credit will, o f course, in time become exhausted ; and it will 
then be the duty o f the postmaster to make application to the Post
ín asterGeneral, through tbo money-order office of the Post-Office 
Department, for a renewal thereof. (Sec Form No. 14.)

Sec. 890. For the purpose of drawing against the credits, special 
drafts will be supplied to postmasters having such credits, who, in the 
margin provided for their own special use, will state the amount of the 
credit, and enter and deduct from it the amount drawn by the cor
responding draft, by which means they will be constantly reminded of 
the condition of the fund. Each of these drafts bears a coupon, which 
the postmaster drawing the draft will fill up, date, and sign, and which 
the postmaster at the office drawn upon will transmit to the money-order 
office of the Post-Office Department whenever the draft is paid. It is 
presumed that no difficulty will he experienced by a postmaster in im
mediately obtaining the amount of such draft from any national bank 
in bis locality. For this purpose a form of indorsement is printed upon 
the back. In the negotiation of these drafts the postmaster is not at 
liberty to receive any funds except the currency issued under the 
authority of the United States, inasmuch as he is prohibited from pay
ing out any other money far orders presented. J f а premium be received 
for а draft, the postmaster must charge himself therewith.

Sec. 891. In case of special exigency, where assistance is needed at 
an office the business of which does not require a standing credit, a
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draft for a designated sum will be sent sufficient to meet the unpaid 
advices and re establish the “  reserve. ”

Seo. S92. Postmasters are prohibited from drawing drafts in man
uscript, or upon any other forms than those supplied by the Depart
ment, and they must invariably sign the drafts themselves.

S e c . 893. The postmaster at every money-order office will make the 
deposits required by these instructions (see Section 872) by transmitting 
the amount to be deposited in a registered package addressed to the 
postmaster of the office named as his depository. Inclosed in this 
package he will also send a letter, (Form No. 18,) giving iu detail an 
accurate description o f the money therein remitted. For the sake of 
convenience and security, the notes remitted should be o f the highest denomi
nations procurable, and the postmaster must keep A N  e x a c t  e e c o k d  of 
the series, numbers, denominations, dates, and ciphers of all notes 
remitted by him iu compliance with these instructions. Each post
master must furthermore be ready to prove, beyond question, in every 
case, by a disinterested witness, who should, if practicable, be some 
person not employed iu the post-office, that he actually inclosed the 
money in the package, and duly mailed the latter in the mode prescribed 
for registered letters; otherwise, should the money be lost, he will be 
held responsible therefor. I f  the remitting postmaster does not receive 
in due time an acknowledgment of the receipt oftho registered package 
and a certificate of deposit for its contents, he will report the fact to 
the nearest special agent and to the superintendent of the money-order 
system. These deposits may likewise be made by means of draftsdrawn 
by one national bank upon another national bank of the locality where 
the first class office named as the depository is situated, provided,suck 
drafts can be obtained without cost. Dost masters iu the vicinity of 
military posts are at liberty to make deposits of surplus money-order 
funds by procuring from any disbursing officer o f the United States a 
check on an assistant treasurer or designated depositary located iu the 
same city as the post office where the deposit is to be made. This check 
must immediately be transmitted by mail to the postmaster at such 
office, to whom the same must be made payable. No premium whatever 
is to he paid fo r  such checks. The utmost promptness in depositing 
money-order funds is imperatively required.

S e c .  894. The Postmaster-General will allow a certain sum of money, 
termed the “ reserve,” to be withheld by postmasters at money-order 
offices, so that they may always be ready to meet the orders drawn upon 
them. The amount of the reserve allowed ал office will be determined 
by the extent and nature of the business transacted thereat, and will 
be changed from time to time by the Department should circum 
stances warrant. When any post office is designated for the issue of 
money-orders, the postmaster will be informed of the amount ofreserve 
allowed. The reserves are iuteuded as a provision for paying money- 
orders presented at times when postmasters have little or no postage or
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money-order funds on band. Postmasters will generally know in advance 
the demands that may be made upon them, as they are generally in 
possession of the advices before the corresponding orders can be pre
sented ; and if at any time the amount of the advices on hand less than two 
weeks exceeds the amount of the reserve allowed, they will be permitted 
to withhold such an amount as, w it h  th e r e s e r v e , will enable them to pay 
the orders when presented. A  comparison of the dates anti amounts of 
deposit, and an inspection by an agent of the Department of the regis
ter of advices received, will always be sufficient to determine whether 
moneys have at any time been improperly withheld from deposit ; and 
should such prove to be the case, the offender w ill be subject to the 
penalties of embezzlement, under the eleventh section of the act estab
lishing a postal money-order system.

S e c . 895. By the terms of the section above named, p o s t m a s t e r s  a r e  

fo r b id d e n , u n d e r  s e v e r e  p e n a lt ie s , f r o m  c o n v e r t in g  to  th e ir  o ic n  u s e , in  a n y  

m a n n e r  w h a te v e r , m o n e y  o r d e r  f u n d s ;  and they will be required at all 
times to satisfy a special agent of the Department, who may call upon 
them for that purpose, that they actually have on hand the balance of 
such funds due by them as exhibited by their accounts.

S e c . 890. Postmasters are also strictly prohibited by law from depos
iting money-order funds in their charge in any bank except a national 
bank, designated as a depository of tbe United States, under authority 
obtained by them from the Postmaster-General.

S e c . 897. A t all money-order post-offices where the annual salary of 
tbe postmaster is fixed at a sum less than $4,000, lie is allowed, in 
addition to such salary, as a compensation for transacting the money- 
order business, one-third of the fees received for the issue o f money- 
orders, and one-fourth of one per cent, upon the. gross amount of orders 
paid. I f  the entire receipts from the above rates of compensation for his 
money-order business should, when added to his annual salary, exceed 
the sum of $4,000 per annum, or $1,000 per quarter, the surplus of such 
receipts shall be accounted for to the Department. At the close o f each 
quarter postmasters will be duly notified of the amount allowed for com
missions, and instructed as to tbe proper entry to be made thereof. Post
masters whose annual salary equals or exceeds $4,000 receive no addi
tional compensation for the transaction of the money-order business, but 
are allowed, in lieu of such compensation, a fixed sum for the clerical 
force requisite and actually employed in that business, which sum is 
established in each case upon the same basis as tbe commissions allowed 
postmasters at smaller offices. In ease the money-order commissions 
when added to the salary make the total compensation of a postmaster 
$4,000 per annum, and there remains a surplus of said commissions, an 
amount equal to such surplus may be allowed him for clerk-hire.

S e c . 898. Postmasters are not authorized to incur, w ith o u t  s p e c ia l p e r 

m is s io n ,  any expense whatever ou account of the money-order business, 
except for the necessary stationery purchased, to be used exclusively



for that business ; but they will bear in mimi that registers and cash
books are not to be purchased by them, but will be furnished by the De
partment. They will take credit for all authorized expenses incurred 
on money-order account in the cash-book, and in the summary of the 
weekly statement, under the head of “  incidental expenses,” and will be 
careful to forward with the statement proper vouchers for the credits 
claimed therein. Such vouchers must specifically state that the said 
expense was incurred on money-order account. Upon application to 
the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, postmasters at money-order 
offices will be supplied by the Department with the number and size of 
envelopes required in the transaction o f the money-order business.

Sec. 899. In case of the appointment of a new postmaster at a money- 
order office, it will become the duty of the late postmaster to render a 
statement o f the business transacted up to the date on which he ceased 
to be responsible, even should it be for a fractional part o f a week only. 
Upon giving up charge of the office, he will deposit with his successor 
the balance o f money-order funds remaining in his hands, taking dupli
cate receipts therefor, one of which he will transmit, inclosed with the 
account, to the money-order office of the Fost-Qflice Department. lie  
will take credit for the amount thus deposited in the summary of his 
final statement. The late postmaster will also turn over to his succes
sor the money-order books, blanks, and all circulars and instructions 
which have been sent to the office by the Department, and ho will ob
tain therefor, as in the preceding case, duplicate receipts, one of which 
he will transmit to the Department. The receipt must distinctly state 
the number and description of the blanks, and must designate the first 
and the last number of the money-order and advice forms delivered, as, 
“ From Ко. lSd to Ко. 500, inclusive.” The late postmaster will, there
fore, obtain from his successor two separate and distinct sets of receipts 
—one for the money-order funds only, and one for the money-order 
blanks.

Sec . 900. Upon taking charge of a money-order post-office, the post
master will obtain from his predecessor full information as to the con
dition of the accounts of the office, the amount of the money-order re
serve, the place of deposit, &c., and he will debit himself in the money- 
order cash-book, and in his first weekly statement, with the amount of 
funds received from his predecesser. And lie will, in case the latter 
had been furnished with a credit on the postmaster at New York, apply 
at once to the Department 1'or a transfer to himself of the unexpended 
balance of such credit, or, if there he no balance, for a renewal thereof 
in his favor.

Sec. 901. When a post-office is designated as a money-order office, 
the postmaster will be furnished with the books required to be kept, 
and with the requisite blank forms for conducting the money-order busi
ness. Postmasters should be careful not to sufler their stock of these 
blanks to become exhausted, but to make a timely application for a new
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supply. The utmost economy in the use of blanks is always to be 
observed.

Sue. 902. The registers aud cash-book beiug the property of the D e
partment, must be carefully preserved, aud must be delivered up when 
called for, or on going out of oftice.

Se c . 903. Л11 circulars and instructions sent to a postmaster must be 
kept on file in the ollice, convenient for reference.

Se c . 904. Should any blank order be omitted in the series supplied 
to an office, the postmaster will make a note thereof opposite the blank 
number in the account in which, if supplied, the order would have ap
peared. He will also make a similar memorandum in his register of 
orders issued. Money-order and advice forms should be carefully ex
amined immediately upon their receipt, and all irregularities reported. 
Should any o f the blanks be defective or mutilated, the postmaster will 
cut out and return the same to the superintendent, and treat the blank 
or blanks as “ omitted.” In the event of any of the blanks being du
plicated, it will only be necessary to cut out the extra ones and return 
them to the Department. Postmasters should keep their stock of these 
forms in th e ir  o w n  c u s t o d y , under lock and key, in some place of security 
to which none of the persons employed in their office, or in their pri
vate business, have access ; and they will be h eld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a n y  lo ss  

w h ic h  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  m a y  s u f f e r  a r i s i n g  f r o m  f r a u d  c o m m it te d  th ro u g h  a  

d is r e g a r d  o f  th is  r e g u la tio n .

Se c . 905. Postmasters whose offices are designated as money-order 
offices are required to give a new bond to the Government, with at least 
two sureties, which is conditioned for the faithful performance of the 
duties and obligations imposed upon them by the postal and money- 
order laws.

Se c . 90G. N e g lig e n c e  o r  d e la y  in  tr a n s m itt in g  th e w e e k ly  r e t u r n s , f o r 

w a r d in g  a d v ic e s , o r  i n  r e m it t in g  o r  d e p o s it in g  f u n d s  according to instruc
tions, are serious obstacles to the successful working of the money-order 
system, and postmasters must be cautious in these respects. As iu- 
timated elsewhere, th e w ith h o ld in g  o f  m o n e y  contrary to the regulations 
will subject the offender to serious penalties.

Se c . 907. The success of the money-order system will greatly depend 
upon the attention, promptitude, and accuracy of postmasters; and it 
is expected, therefore, that each postmaster will be careful to conform 
to the rules, as well as to see that the orders and advices which come 
to him from other offices are properly and correctly executed. S h o u ld  

th e y  b e  o th e r w is e , th e  f a c t  m u s t  b e  r e p o r te d  to  th e D e p a r t m e n t .  Postmasters 
are also earnestly requested to report every instance of repeated failure 
in the receipt of advices f r o m  a n y  o n e  o ffice. N e g l ig e n c e  in  f o k - 
WAEDING a d v ic e s  cann ot  b e  TOLEKATED. It causes delay in pay
ment, aud often great hardship to the payee thereby, and, moreover, 
tends to derange aud discredit the money-order system.

Se c . 908. It may be presumed that, in the operations of the money-
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order system, circumstances of an unusual character, not provided for 
in these instructions, may occasionally arise. Should a postmaster at 
any money-order office meet with any great and unexpected difficulty, 
he will at once communicate the facts of the case to the Department; 
and when an immediate decision is absolutely necessary, he may make 
use of the telegraph for that purpose. But the postmaster should not 
refer to tbe Department petty obstacles or perplexities, which, though 
not provided for in these rules, it is his duty to decide upon according 
to his own best judgment.

Sec. 909. It may be anticipated, also, that circumstances will occur 
indicating tbe expediency of modifying or of adding to the provisions 
of the money-order system as herein described. As it is intended to 
make the system as efficient as possible, postmasters are requested to 
communicate to the money-order office of the Department any fact 
coming to their knowledge which may tend to show the necessity for 
any modification of the present rules, or any change in the method of 
their application which practical experience would indicate to be an im
provement.

Sec. 910. No money-order business is to be transacted on Sundays.
22 p c



CHAPTER XLVI .
P O S T A L  M ONEY O R D E R  SY ST E M S B E T W E E N  T H E  

U N IT E D  S T A T E S  AND FOREICSN C O U N TR IE S.

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

S e c . Oil. The exchange of postal orders between the two countries 
is to be effected through the agency of two post-offices, termed “  inter
national exchange offices.” The international exchange office on the 
part o f the United States is New York, and that on the part of the 
United Kingdom is London.

Sec. 012. Certain money-order post-offices in this country, designated 
for the purpose by the Postmaster-General, are authorized to issue money- 
orders on the postmaster at New York, payable to beneficiaries in the 
United Kingdom, and to pay orders issued by that postmaster for sums 
remitted by the Postal Department of the United Kingdom for payment 
to beneficiaries in the United States. Hence, a postmaster in either 
country cannot draw an international money-order for an amount de
posited with him directly upon a postmaster in the other, but must draw 
the same upon the international exchange office o f his own country. An 
international postal order must not be drawn for a larger sum than 850 
in United States currency, and must not contain a fractional part o f a 
cent. The fees for the issue of international postal orders are as follows, 
viz: On orders not exceeding $10, 25 cents; over $10 and not exceeding 
8-0, 50 cents; over $20 and not exceeding $30, 75 cents; over $30 and 
not exceeding 8-10, 81 ; over 840 and not exceeding $50,81-2*5. No other 
currency than United States or national-bank notes can be received or 
paid.

Sec. 913. The issuing postmaster must not undertake to decide defi
nitively upon the actual value in United States gold coin of a certain 
sum in currency for which au international order is issued. He is at lib
erty, however, to advise the remitter as to its approximate value, which
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may bo found to differ materially from the real value, as the latter is to 
be computed upon the basis of the premium upon gold on the day of the 
receipt o f the order by the postmaster at New York. Hence, this De
partment cannot undertake, on behalf o f a remitter in this country, to 
pay a determinate sum in gold in the United Kingdom. As the pre
mium on gold is variable, it is evident that an international order issued 
for a sum in United States currency may, when received at the exchange 
office at New York, yield a sum in gold greater or less than that con
sidered at the office of issue as the equivalent of such order. For the same 
reason, the value in the United States currency of au order in gold, cer
tified by the exchange office at London to the exchange office at New 
York, would depend upon the premium on gobi on the day of the receipt 
o f the list containing such certified order. This Department, therefore, 
can only agree to cause payment to be made to a beneficiary in Great 
Britain of the gold value o f any international postal order issued for an 
amount in United States currency, and to pay to a beneficiary in 
this country the currency value of an international order in gold from 
Great Britain. To guard against misapprehension, postmasters will be 
careful to explain this point fully to remitters and to payees.

S e c . 914. A special form of application (Form No. 1 B) must be fur
nished to the applicant for an international postal order payable in 
Great Britain. On this form he must enter all the particulars of the 
amount, names, address, &c., and must state the full'navi c and exact 
residence o f the payee, giving the town or village, and county. From 
the items contained in such application, the issuing postmaster will fill 
up the international postal order and coupon, both of which he will, by 
the next outgoing mail, dispatch, without separating them, to the post
master at New York. The corresponding certificate o f the same num
ber and date he will deliver, when completed, to the remitter, as a re
ceipt for flic amount paid in by the latter. No “ advice”  is used at the 
issuing office in this international system, inasmuch as the order, instead 
o f being delivered to the remitter for transmission, is forwarded directly 
by the issuing postmaster to the “  exchange” office at New York. The 
particulars of the order are to be entered in the register of international 
orders issued, and the application must be retained on file. The general 
rules in regard to issuing domestic orders contained in the domestic money- 
order instructions arc to lie observed in (he issue of international postal 
orders, iu so far as these rules are applicable. The postmaster, however, 
must refuse to issue an order payable to any person, if the surname and 
the initial letter of that person’s name are not furnished by the appli
cant, unless the payee be a peer or a bishop, in which case bis ordinary 
title is sufficient. If the payee be a finn, tlie usual designation of such 
firm will suffice, such as “  Baring Bros.,” “  Smith & Son,” “ Jones Λ Co.j” 
but the mere term “ Messrs.,”  such as “ Messrs, ltivington,” or the name 
of a company trailing under a tille which does not consist of the names 
of the persons composing such company, as, for example, “ The Garrón
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Company,” must not be accepted as sufficient by the issuing postmaster, 
who will decline to issue an order on the United Kingdom in favor of 
such payee, as payment thereof would be refused in that country.

Sec. 015. When the international postal order and coupon are received 
by the postmaster at New York, the latter will stamp thereon the date 
of receipt, and insert the items to be Idled in by him, viz : “ Premium on 
gold the day of receipt at New Y ork ;” “ Value o f order in United 
States gold;” “ Value of order in sterling;” “ Date and number of list 
in which order was certified to the United Kingdom ;” “ Current number 
of certified order.” When the coupon has been completed by the post
master at New York, he will return it to the issuing postmaster, who 
will place it on file with the corresponding application for reference, in 
case the remitter o f the order desires information as to the value thereof 
in gold when received at New York, the amount transmitted, or tin' date 
of transmission. It is expected that the issuing postmaster will cheer
fully and promptly comply with a request o f the remitter for information 
as to any of these points.

Sec. DIG. It is the duty of the postmaster at New York to enter the par
ticulars of each British international order issued in this country, and 
received by him since his last previous dispatch to Great Britain, in a 
blank form, called a “ list of international postal orders,” which list he 
transmits, by the next transatlantic mail, to the exchange office at 
London, together with his certificate that the several amounts of these 
orders have been duly received in the United States, for payment in the 
United Kingdom to the persons named in that list. He also forwards, 
at the same time, a money-order drawn by him, in sterling, in favor of 
and addressed to each payee mentioned in the list, which order the ex
change office at London undertakes to send, free of postage, to the payee. 
The postmaster at New York, therefore, retains on file all international 
orders, drawn on him by postmasters in the United States, but forwards 
to the United Kingdom a descriptive list thereof, together with corres
ponding orders, payable in sterling, made out by him in favor of the 
several beneficiaries. The exchange office at Loudon, in like manner, 
transmits, by each transatlantic mail, to the postmaster at the exchange 
office at New York, a similar list o f international orders for sums re
ceived in the United Kingdom for payment to beneficiaries in the United 
States. The receiving exchange office at New York immediately issues 
an order in favor of each beneficiary for an amount in United States 
currency equivalent to tlmt in gold mentioned in the certified list, which 
order is payable by the money-order office nearest his place of residence, 
and is transmitted to the postmaster at such office. It is provided by 
the convention that each exchange office shall, in the certified lists, 
state the amounts of the orders, in the denominations o f the money of 
the dispatching and of the receiving country, and that, in the transac
tion of the international money-order business, the pound sterling of 
Great Britain shall be considered as equivalent in value to four dollars 
and eighty-six cents of the gold coin of Wie United States
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Seo. 917. Upou the receipt of an international order, issued by the 
postmaster at New York, upon the postmaster of a money -order office in 
this country, the latter will enter the particulars thereof in his register of 
international orders received. Пе will then send a notification (Form No. 
2 B) to the payee to apply for payment of the order in person, or by his 
duly authorized agent, who must iile, with the paying postmaster, his 
written authority from the payee to receive payment o f the order, and 
execute a receipt therefor, and must also prove his identity if required 
to do so. Such written authority, when given by a payee who does not 
reside within the delivery of the office of payment, should be executed 
in the presence of the postmaster of his locality, and should bear a 
certificate from the latter to that effect, as well as the impression of his 
office-stamp. The date of payment must immediately be stamped upon 
the international order, and likewise entered opposite the record thereof 
in the register, and the paid order must be forwarded to the Depart
ment, as a voucher, with the weekly statement of international money- 
order business.

Sec. 918. Whenever the remitter of an international money-order, 
payable in the United Kingdom, makes application to the issuing post
master for repayment of the amount thereof, the latter should immedi
ately communicate the fact to this Department, whereupon, if the order 
has not already been certified by the exchange office at New York to 
the exchange office at London for payment, the issuing postmaster will 
be authorized to repay the amount of such order. But if it has been so 
cert ified, this Department will notify the Postal Department of Great 
Britain that application has beeti made for its repayment, and, should 
it not have been paid in that country at the date of the receipt of the 
notification, it will be recertified to the exchange office at New York, in 
due course o f business, for repayment. Authority will then be given the 
issuing postmaster to repay the same. All orders certified to the Postal 
Department of either country, which for any reason cannot be paid 
within twelve months from the month of issue, become invalid, and will 
be recertified to the country of issue for repayment, or other disposal, 
in accordance with the laws and regulations o f that country. Postmas
ters will therefore take care to forward promptly to this Department 
all invalid orders of this kind, with their weekly statements containing 
a description thereof.

S e c . 919. In case the postmaster who issues an international order 
does noi receive, after a sufficient lapse of time, the corresponding cou
pon thereof, duly filled up and stamped by the postmaster at New York, 
the former should send him a letter of inquiry on the subject, with the 
request that, if the order had not been received at the exchange office at 
New York, the latter would transmit to the issuing office a certificate to 
that effect. Upon the receipt of such a document, the postmaster who 
issued the original should draw and transmit a new order in lieu thereof, 
for the same amount, and should write across its face, and across the
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coupon, in red ink, the words “  In lieu of British international order 
Ко. —, not received by the postmaster at Kew York.” The certificate 
of loss should be carefully filed, but it is not necessary to make out and 
deliver a second receipt to the remitter.

Sec. 920. If, at the close of each week, the funds in the hands of the 
postmaster, received from the issue by him of British international 
money-orders, exceed the amount of unpaid British international orders 
on hand less than two months drawn upon him, he will transfer the excess 
from the British international to the domestic money-order account. 
Whenever a postmaster is or may be required to pay British international 
orders to an amount exceeding that of the British international funds 
in his hands, he will transfer the sum which he needs for the purpose 
from the domestic to the British international account. Every transfer 
to or from the British international money-order account must consist of 
complete dollars only, and must be duly entered in the British interna
tional weekly statement and cash-book, and also in the summary o f the 
domestic weekly statemen t ;  but no entry thereof is to be made in the 
postage account, nor is any notification of transfer to be sent to the 
Department.

Sec. 921. The British international money-order accounts must be 
kept separate and distinct from the Swiss, the German, and the domes
tic money-order accounts, as well as from those of postage. The 
blank-books to be used, which will be furnished by the Department, 
are :

1. Λ  register o f British international money-orders issued, in which 
must he recorded, daily, the particulars o f all such orders issued on the 
postmaster at Kew York.

2. A  register o f British international money orders received from 
that post master.

3. Λ  British international cash-book, showing the debit and credit 
transactions.

These books are kept in the same manner as those employed for the 
domestic money-order business.

Statements of the British international business transacted each week 
must also be made up every Saturday evening, and transmitted to the 
Department, in accordance with the regulations established lor weekly 
returns of the domestic money-order business.

Sec. 922. Postmasters will receive lor transacting the British inter
national money-order business the following rate of compensation, viz: 
One-fourth o f one per cent, on the gross amount of orders issued and of 
orders paid. But the annual salary or compensation of a postmaster, 
from all sources, cannot, except iu the case of the postmaster at New 
York, exceed four thousand dollars.

S e c . 9 2 3 . The domestic money-order regulations in regard to inci
dental expenses, and to the transfer of funds and blanks from a late to 
a newly appointed postmaster, are to be followed iu tlie transaction of 
the British international money-oi'der business.
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GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND.

Sec. 924. The foregoing instructions relative to the international 
money-order system between Great Britain and this country are, with 
the exception of Section 914, (explained hereafter,) to be strictly fol
lowed by postmasters in the issue of international money-orders paya
ble in Switzerland or in Germany, and in the payment of orders for sums 
delivered to the postal administration of either of those countries, for 
transmission to the United States. The fees or rates of commission for 
the issue of international postal orders, payable in Switzerland, are the 
same as are charged for issuing international orders on Great Britain.

S e c . 925. The fees for the issue of international money-orders payable 
in Germany are as follows, viz : On orders not exceeding $5,15 cents; 
over $5 and not exceeding $10, 25 cents; over $10 and not exceeding 
$20, 50 cents ; over $20 and not exceeding $30, 75 cents; over $30 and 
not exceeding $40, $1 ; over $40 and not exceeding $50, $1.25.

Sec. 920. The international office of exchange with the United States, 
on the part o f the German Empire, is Cologne, and on the part of 
Switzerland, is Basle.

Sec. 927. In the issue of international money-orders payable in Ger
many or in Switzerland, the mode of procedure differs from that de
scribed in Section 914 of the instructions relative to British interna
tional orders, in this respect, viz : The postmaster at New York trans
mits, at stated periods, to the exchange office at Cologne orat Bâsle, 
as the case may require, a list of international postal orders, for sums 
received in the United States, for payment by either of those offices in 
their respective countries, but no orders ore drawn by him in favor o f and 
addressed to the payees, and transmitted to cither o f those exchange offices 
fo r  delivery, in the manner detailed in Section 915,

S e c . 928. On the receipt o f a “  list” from New York by the exchange 
office at Cologne or at Basic, a domestic money-order is immediately 
issued in favor of each payee mentioned in the list, which order is pay
able at the money-order office nearest his place o f residence, and issent 
to him or to the postmaster at such office.

S e c . 929. A l l  f o r m e r  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
T H E  m o n e y -o r d e r  b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e

FOREGOING ARE HEREBY RESCINDED.





I N D E X
TO THE

POSTAL L A W S  AND REGULATIONS
OF THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

P R E P A R E D ’ B Y  F. A . F O ST E R .

I nd e x  ю  the Postal L aw s and R egulations. Law.

Absconding debtors, attachments m ar issne against property o f ...................
publication o f  warrant ot attachment shall lie made......................

in what newspaper..................................... .................................
after publication o f  notice o f  attachment, persons indebted to, or

having property of. shnil Account therefor, 6lc............................
Accessories after the fact, penalty for being, to any oli mi но against tho

postal law s.................................................. ...................................................... ..........
proceedings as to trials o f ................................. ...................................
to robbing а carrier o f  tho mail, penalty for being........................

penalty upon, for stealing any property belonging to the Department,
or aiding therein................................  Г................ — .............................

for stealing, &c., any key to mail-lock in use, or aiding therein 
Accounts, manner o f keeping and stating, shall bo prescribed by Post

master-General, ....................................................................- .....................................
shall bo kept so as to show amount o f  revenue derived from certain

sources, and expenditures for certain objects ........................................
current and accompanying vouchers to bo preserved..................... .

accounts to bo preserved entire for two years....................
suits for balances duo from postmasters on settlement of, must bo

brought within three years or sureties on borni released...................
outgoing postmaster will bo notified wbeu his, bave been finally

settled....... ............................................................... ...................................... .
duty o f collecting balances duo from postmasters upon their

general, is assigned to A u d ito r ................................................
certified copies of, to bo transmitted to Department o f  Justice

in cases o f  failure to c o l le c t ................. ....... ...................................
A uditor shall receive, audit, and preserve all, arising, ...................

shall close the, quarterly, and transmit statements, A c .................
shall report when required, &c., tho manner o f keeping and

sta t in g ................................................................................ .................
shall report all delinquencies o f  postmasters in rendering their 
oaths in relation to tho settlement of, may ho administered by, 

or mayor o f  any city, justice o f  the peace, or judge o f  any
court o f  record......... ...........................................................................

penalty for false swearing ............... ..................- ................
settlement o f  by. may bo appealed from within twelve mouths.
orders and regulations affecting, to ho certified to .........................

o f  box-rents, form o f ..........................................................................................
must bo forwarded with quarterly account-current under oath
the aggregato of, should ho carried to account-current................
whereТюхен aro routed for part o f  a quarter only, >vhat to he

sta ted ............................ .................................................................. ..
must be kopt separato from other accounts ....................................

o f  contingent expenses......................................................................................
current, form o f ...........  .....................................................................................

should never bo sent with tho transcripts, nor the transcripts
without tho accou n t..........................................- .............- ................

postmaster’s signaturo should bo attached to each paper...........
should bo signed by postmaster himself, unless, & c .....................

Pane. See.
116 Sec. 318
117 See. 323
117 Sec. 323

117 Sec. 324

104 Sec. 282
104 Soc. 282
105 Sec. 286

106 Sec. £90
100 Sec. 292

8 Soo. 6

123 See. 41
14 Sco. 58
14 See. 58

Ill Sec. C7

121 Sec. 22 
121 Sec. 22

121 Sec. 22 
121 Sec. 22

122 Sec. 24 
122 Sec. 24
11 See, 25
12 Sec. 29

26 Sec. 73

Regula
tions.

P a g e .  S e c .

153 Sec. 27 

245 Sec. 511 

245 Sec. 511

257
257 Sec. 555
257 Sec. 556

257 Sec. 557
250 Sec. 537
240 Soc. 514
255 Sec.

248 See. 525
248 See.
249 Soc. 534



346

I ndex to the P ostal L aw s  and R egulations. L aw .

Accounts, current— Continued.
i f  signed by assistant, how .................................................................. .
are examined as received, and corrected..........................................
notification o f  errors scut to first, second, and third class odíeos 
sworn state in ente to accompany, as t о amount received írom

box-rente, postages, moneys collected, A c ......... ..........................
form o f oath............................................... ...................................
falso swearing thoioiu to ho p e r ju r y .....................................

sworn statement to ho mado as to amount o f receipts in re-ad
justing salary................................................................................

blank forms for, furnished by First Assistant Postmaster Gen
eral .........................................................................................................

I ’age.

26 Sue. 

2tí Ši c.

27 Sec.

Sec.

73
73

823

я year’s supply should he kep t......... ................................................................
to  bo presorted with accompanying vouchers ..............................  14 Sec. .78

to ho preserved entire for at least two years....................... 14 Sec. 58
how to be made o u t .............................................. · ..........................................................

balance duo on a former quarter not to bo inserted......................................
vouchers for expenses charged in, must a ccom pan y...................................

printer’s receipt for advertising letters must state
tbonumber, A c ................................................................................... ..

the whole amount paid for advertising must ho charged
on No, Ü.. . . ..........................................................................................................

postage on dead letters returned should include amount
paid for advertising....................................... .................................................

a completo dead-letter hill for the whole quarter must bo
sent w ith ................................ ................................ ............................ .............

rooney-order business should not be entered o n ............................................
amounts paid contractors, until-messengers, Ac., not to

be charged i n ............................................................................
nor damaged stamps, Ac., returned...........................

items relating to previous quarters not to be entered in
subsequent returns...............................................................

chargee for contingent expenses will not bo allowed un-
Jess accompanied by receipted hill ....................................

fees paid for odministoriug oaths to, not a llow ed ...............
class and name o f  ottico, name o f  Stato, post master, Ac.,

must ho indorsed on the hack o f .........................................
general postal, form o f ...................... .................... .........................................

must ho kept subject to inspection .................. ................................
must ho transmitted to Auditor by postmaster* o f first·, second, 

and third classes, as kept by themselves, at the close o f  each 
qu arter............................ ......................................................................

roust he kept by postmasters o f  tbo fourth and fifth classes, and
statement umy bo required i f  n ecessa ry ......................................

debit side of, bow to is? made u p ................... ....................... ............
credit side of, what to he entered on .................................................
items entered in quarterly account-current not to he entered in

th is ...........  ................... ............ ...........................................................
. simuld not 1мз inclosed with the quarterly account-current, hut

scut in u separato e n v elop e .........  .................................................
duplicate certificates, drafts paid, Ac., to bo tiled as vouchers

w ith ........................................................................................................
statement furnished by A uditor to be compared by postmaster 

with account kept by himself, and disagreement, if any,
pointed o u t ...................................................... ...................... ..............

blanks for, furnished by A uditor to first, second, and third class
offices on ly ......................................... . . .................................................

o f dead letters with postages un pa id ............................................................
o f letters sent by sea ................................................... ....................................
o f ship and steamboat letters received, where, A c ...................................
o f  letter-carriers, branch-offices, and receiving-boxes, to bo kept sepa

rate, A c .................................. ...........................................................................
money-order :

must be kept separate from postage accou n ts ................................
must show the number and amount o f  orders issued at

each office, A c ............................................. .................. ............
to 1ю adjusted daily and excess to be deposited.............................
receipts to bo sent and credit taken, how .........................................
credit not- to 1h> taken for deposits, until when................................

how “  balanců on hana ”  to bo entered....................................
weekly statements to 1ю num bered....................................................

to ho made up Saturday evening and forwarded.................
to he sent i f  no business, Ac., and marked “  No business1’ .
only the transact ions o f  one week to ho entered.................

hut at the end o f  the quarter, what statement to bo
m a d o .............................. ..................................................

all unpaid advices which havo boen on hand less tbau two
weeks must bo enumerated, and h ow ..................................

, form o f summary o n ....................................................................
paid, repaid, and “ not issued”  orders must accompany

retu rn s.............................................. ........................................
lettors to Department never to bo inclosed i n .....................
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I ndex то  the P ostal L aw s ano R egulations, L aw . R egula
tions).

Accounts, money-order—Con tinned.
books will bo furnished by  Department, and o f  wliat kind........

Гаде. Sec. Pam’. Sec. 
320 Sec. 880 
320 Sec. 881

тпошгу-order cash to bo kept separalo from other cash...............
o f  money received ou mails s e n t ............. ....................................................

330 Sec. t*83 
240 Sec. 514

false swearing therein tob o  perjury..................................... gi* Sec. 73
of regular newspapers and pamphlets received“ ......................................

how to bo k e p t ............................................................................... .
account o f  all printed m atter other than, A c., must be kept___

.■ ·...............
240 Sec. 514 
247 Sec. 520 
247 Sec. 521 
24 В Sec. 522

outgoing postmaster to tui n over, Ac., all advance postages col
lected ......................................... 248 Sec. 523

transcript of, to be forwarded to Auditor with quarterly return. 248 Sec. 584
248 Sec. 584
250

o f  postage-stamps, Ac., received, books or property turned ov er, pay- 
in cuts ot postages in money, box-rente, ami ail other moneys rc-

250 Sec. 537
870 Sec. 538
240 Sec. 514
250

A ctingltcad o f  the Post-Oilier« Department, in caso o f  the death, resigna
tion, or absence o f the Postiinister-General his duties shall devolvo upon 
the First Assistant Postmaster-General..................... "2 Sec. 7

ol money-order post-оШсс, ch ie f clerk may bo designated as, when___
bond o f  principal shall bo bold to cover the acts o f . .. ...............

;jl See. IOC. 
31 Sec. 1U0
:u Sec. ICti

A ction.—See tiuit*.
against failing bidder sbali accrue upon ilio execution o f  final con-

ifi Sec. 2.71
all causes of, under the postal laws may be sued before tho circuit

113 See. 304
and before local magistrates and other State cou rts .....................

o f debt lies for recovery ol* penalty upon employés l'or being interested 
in contracts for carrying the m a il............................ ................................

Ш  Sec. 303 

111 Sec. 12
11-2 Si·«·. 71

A ids repealed bv act o f J une 8 ,1872, list o f ............................................................ 128 Sec. 72,7
Address, special agents w ill sco that 1bo printed notice “  requesting the 

public to include the name o f  the county in the addresses o f  inail-
luattej ”  is conspicuously posted in all post -offices....... ......... ..............

upon letters. Ac., should give? the name o f the post-olliee, county, aud
270 Sec. 037 I 

145 Sec. 2
147 Sec. 2

Advances, necessary, may ho made, to defray expenses o f  agents to investi-
33 Sec. 48
33 Sec. 48
88 Sec. 243
80 Sec. 243
HD Sec. 843
Bí) Sec. 243
44 Sec. 843

ca rd in g  o f  tho‘ letter-mail by borgo express may bo contracted for
43 Sec. 212

certain contracts may be mado w ith o u t ................................. .................. 4G Sec. 271
i f  route is not advertised for regular lett ing, samo to ho advertised, Ac 

contracts may bo mado without, during the timo lost by omis-
48 Sec. 237 

48 Sec. 257
notice o f  change o f  terms o f  existing contracts shall bo given b y ........
contracts tor carrying mail through foreign countries to ho after........
contract* mat- bo made with owners o f  steamboats, &c., without.........

48 Sec. 258 
40 Sec. 2Ü3 
40 Sec. 2C4 
40 Sec. 205
50 Sec. 807

o f letters, printer's receipt must stato the number, and amount paid
273 ScC. 543
253 Sec. 54 1
253 Sec. 547
200 Si C. 080

Affidavit re'(mired o f postmasters claiming credit for  postage-stamps, Ac.,
222 Sec. 307

must bo m odo to the correctness o f  aggregate dead-letter bills trans-
2 ìli Sec. 430

may bo required as to tho forwarding o f  any registered-package
238 Sec. 481

is required iu regard to tbo non-recoipt or tho non-payment o f  colico-
202 Sec. 585

form of, by publishers o f  newspapers as to sending, Ac,., by mail to
71 Sec. lfia
71 Sec. 102 

107 Sec. 204 
107 Sec. 8114ior knowingly uttering such forged writing....................................
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Affidavit—Continued.
application for warrant o f  attachment against property o f defaulting

Paye. Sec. 

11G Sec. 319

116 Sec. 319
117 See. 321

Page. See.

warrants n1j;i11 issue against all property o f tbe person speci
fied i n ....................................................................................................

allegations of, may bo traversed..........................................................
Affirmation.—Sec Oath.
Age, assistants and clerks in post-offices and mail-carriers must bo at least 

sixteen years o ld ............................  .............................................................. 151 Sec. -0

206 Sec. 319 
187 Sec. 209

every instanco in which the mail is brought to a post-office by a per·

lelter-can iurs must bo over twenty-one and under forty «five years of.
Agencies in foreign countries tob e  reported annually to C o n g re ss ... ..........
Agents.—Seo Mail agent#, Itoute-agent#, Special agents.

10 See! ti

10 Sec. 9 
12 Sec. 35 
12 Sec. 35 
12 Sec. 35

33 See 4й
advances m ay bo mado to defray oVpenses of, to investigato mail

to be accounted for in the settlement o f  their accounts ........................
shall not bocom о interested in any contract for carrying the m ail., 

or act for any contractor as, with or without compensation.............

33 Sec. 48
42 Sec. 78 

119 Sec. 12 
119 Sec. 12

92 Sec. 4,7 
9 Sec. 8

43 Sec. 260 
43 Sec. 260 
48 Sec. 260

penalty upon, for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is

Allowances, to contractors above, Ac., to be reported to Congress annually.
for additional service, shall not bo in excess o f  the exact pro-

amount of, shall ho expressed in the order, and entered, A c . . . .

48 Sec. 201
48 Sec. 201 
85 Sec. 32

85 Sec. 34 
ar> Sec, 35
12 Sec. 36
13 Sec. 38 
28 See. 83 
28 Sec. 86

to special agents for traveling and incidental expenses................. ........
to assistant post iuast ers-getieral and superintendents acting as special 

agents, of traveling expenses.....................................................................

to until agents at foreign ports, for necessary expenses........................
to postal-agents in China and Japan, for the sa m e ..................................

209 Sec. 333
at separating-offices may ho made upon application, A c ............. 159 Sec. 59

hut must not be understood as an increase o f  salary ___ 159 Sec. 59
will not be made unless receipt shall accompany the quar·

159 Sec. 59
28 Sec. 87 158 See. 57
29 See. 90

29 Sec. 90 
28 See. 87

applications for, for extra services on account o f  tbo pres
ence o f military offices, Ac., must show w h a t ...............

to nostmaster at X ow  York City, for rent, clerks, A c ........
will not be mado to postmaster for expenses in paying over, or in col- 

b eting moneys duo the D epartm ent......................................................

156 Sec. 47 
158 Sec. 57

218 Sec. 365
uro made out o f  the surplus rovinino o f  an office for expenses, Ac., how 
suits to ho brought to recover, made in consequence o f  fraudulent

159 Sec. 58

13 Sec. 50
all orders on which, are made shall bo in writing and have their truo 

date affixed........................................................................................... 120 Sec. 18
120 Sec. 16

expenditures for furniture must Iw mado only under special authority 
for desks will not be mado unless not proceeds exceed five dollars

158 Sec. 57

154 Sec. 33
Altering, penalty for forging or, any bond, hid, proposal, guaranteo, secur

ity, official bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing for
107 See. 294
107 Sec. 294

Appeal may be made within twelve months from the Auditor to the First
11  Sec. 25

147 Sec. 2
147 Sec. 2
147 Sec. 2
147 Sec. 2
147 Sec. 2
147 Sec. 2
160 Sec. 64

Appointments o f  Postmaster (»onerai and assistants......................................... 5 Sec. 2
150 Sec. 9

o f postmasters o f  the fourth and Ôfth classes to bo made by tbo Post· 
master-Geueral................................................................................... 24 Sec. 63 150 Sec. 10

all others to bo made bv tlio P resident........................................... 24 Sec. 63 150 Sec- 10
24 Sec. 63

no person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally exc*
150 Sec. 13

miuors arc incapable o f holding the offico o f postm aster............ 150 Sec. 13
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Appointments—Continued.
ntarried women may be appointed postmasters..............................

o f  clerks in post-offices .............................................. - ...............................
mado under laws repealed by this act shall not bo affected by such re

peal . .  ....... * ................................................................................. "................
o f  route-agent*...................................................................................................
o f  railway posta l-clerks..................................................................................
o f  epcciuí agents.................................................................................................
o f  agents to superintend tlm railway postal serv ic o ................................
o f  m ail-agents......... .............................................. ................ ...................... ..
o f  agents in charge o f  mail on board o f  certain steam ers....................
o f  posta la g e  nts in China aud J a p a n ............................................................
o f  letter-carriers.............................................................................................  i

Appropriation for the transportation o f  the mail, agents to superintend the
railway postal-service to bo paid out o f .......................................

salary aud per dieru o f  assistant superintendent« o f  the postal i
railway-service to be charged t o . . ..............................................

mail-agents at foreign ports to bo paid out o f ............. ..................
mail-agents on steamers between, 6¿c., to be paid out o f............
route-agents to bo paid out o f ..................................... - - - ..................

for the frec-delivery system, salary and per diem o f  special agent de
tailed, to be charged to i lie* . . .  ........................................................

payments o f money out ol the 'treasury on account o f  tho postal-
service shall be in pursuance o f  ..............................................................

warrants to express on their faco to what, they should be charged.. 
account o f  money paid by postmasters on to ! their receipts pursuant 

to, shall be certified by Auditor quarterly to Postmaster-
General. desigualiim thè heads, & c.......................................  . . .

amounts thus certi lieu by Auditor to bo carried to ilio credit o f
the postal revenue and to the debit o f  the proper.....................

Arrests for oflensee against the postal-law .................. . . . . . .............................
may be made by any justice er judge o f  the United States, or by any 

justice o f  tho peace or other magistrate o f any o f Ilio United
States............................ ....................  ...................................................

net giving jurisdiction c ited .................................................................
sureties required o f  witnesses, when—  .........  — .................
special report to bo made to chief o f  division o f  mail-depreda

tions.......................................................................................... . ·
report must show w h a t ........... ...........................- ............

A rrivals and departures o f  mails, schedule o f lime, to bo furnished post
masters a t end o f  route ..............................................................................

to  bo posted in the ottico-------- . . . .................................................*.............
postmasters to be notified o f  any chango in , ............................... ...........
registers showing tho exact times of, to bo kept.......................................
blank registers supplied, from what office..................................................

how to bo mado o u t ................................................................................
how failures to be noted..................................... .................................

cause of, to be noted...................................................................
and whenever the mail is not earned by the contractor or his

uut 11 ori zed agent ..................... ............... ........  ............
postmasters, at all offices, to report specially when mails are received

wet or in otherwise had condition.......................... ........................
also extraordinary failures, interruptions, or abandonment o f

routes .....................................................................................................
registers and special reports, to whom tf» bo forwarded ......... ............

in no caso aro they to lie sent with quarterly-returns...........
neglect to forward promptly causo for removal . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  .

Articles intended Гог any immoral use shall not bo earned in tho m ail........
penalty lor knowingly depositing, ¿ke., such books, ¿ve., for mailing

for taking from’ the mail, for ih « purpose o f disposing o f .............
search for, and seizure of, to bo made, how, and by whom — ............. ..

Aspi uwali, mail agency may bo established a t .................................................... -i
Assistant attorney-generalfor the Post-Office Department, how appointed..

his salary .......................................... .■ -·;* ........................................................
Assistant postmasters may bo employed when necessary— ....................

but postmaster responsible for tho acts of, until successor is
appointed.............................................................. .........................

must be at least sixteen years old ...............................................................
must lake the official oath ........... .............................................. - ................

fortn o f o a th ........................................ .................................. : .............
oaths of, must bo forwarded bo foro they enter upon their d u t ie s ------
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying tho m a il.. . .

penalty for so doing ................................ .............- ...........................
may render the account, Ac., in caso o f  Ilio death o f postmaster...........
official papers, how to be signed by ............. ................................................
in branch post-offices, may lie authorized to issue poslal money-orders

postmaster and sureties on borni accountable f o r ..........................
penalty upon, for misusing money-order funds ................... .............

failure to pay over, Л:с., to be prim a-facie evidence o f  cmliezzle-
m ent...................................................... ................................................

Attachment, may issue against property o f  delinquent postmasters, con
tractors or other employés in cases o f debts due from them .........................

i f  t hoy arc non-residents........................................................ ...............

L aw .

Page. Sec. Parje Sec.
150 Sec 13
132 Sec 24

100 Sı-с. 327
64 Sec. 311 152 Sec
Ы See. 10 152 Sec 21
85 Sec. 31 132 Sec 21
12 Sec. 35 272 SeC 635
12 Sec. 36
12 Sec. 37
13 Sec. 3tí 23Iİ0 Sec. 92 152 Sec

12Sec. 33

12 Sec. 33
12 Sec. 36
13 Sec. 37
13 Sec. 39

12 Sec. 35

33 Sec. 47
33 Sec. 47

124 Sec. 52

124 Sec. 53
279 Sec 673

15 Sec. 70
1 tí See. 70
16 See. 70 1C Sec. 70

30 See. 
117 See. 
17 Sec. 37 Sec. 
12 See. 
5 Sec. 
C Sec,

R egula
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23 Sec.. 15
23 See. 15

26 Si·.·. 7tí
119 Sec. 12

34 Sec. 104
35 Sec. HM
38 Sec. 122
38 Sec. 122

116 Sec. 318
116 Sec. 31tí

Sec- 28

1Г.4 Sec. 37
151 S·4 * II1501M See, 14
153 SeC.

249 Sec- 531
249 Sec-
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Attachment—Continued.
or have conveyed away their property or aro about to convey ..  
property may bo seized iu tbo district into which it has hecu

rem ov ed ........... ......................................................................................
alias warrants may bo issued, Àie.................................. ...................

application lor warrant of, by, and to whom, and how m ade.................
warrant of, to issu·· on application, and how to bo e x e cu te d .................
remedy o f  party whoso property is attached...............................................

may lile plea in abatement, À ie............................ » ..............................
issues raised, how to ho tr ie d ...................................... ............

parties claiming »peciHe return o f  property confined to this
remedy, but, λ ι : ......... .............................................. ............................

proceeds o f property if  sold, or income, how to be invested, Àie*, 
publicai ioti o f warrant of, in caso o f absconding debtors, to be m ade..

in what new spaper..................................................................................
after publication o f  mitico of, persons indebted to, or having

property o f  dotelidan ta, to account thereto··, Àie ........................
personal indico to he served on persons known to have

such property, hut, & c ...........................................................
warrant of, may be discharged by giving suflicicnt bond, Àie ...............
rights o f United Stales in certain matters not abridged hereby...........

Attorney. United States in prosecuting suits l'or money due the Depart
ment.shall obey directions o f the Department o f J u s t ic e ..............................

»hall h-rward to said Department at the end o f  every term statement
o f  stops t aken, Àie................... ........................................................................

shall direct speedy execution upon judgm ent, &C ................................. .
Auditor iil the Treasury for the Post-Ottico Department, how appointed. -.

salary o f .................................................................................. ........................
shall receive all accounts arising in the Department, with the neces

sary vouchers........................ .. ................................................................... .
shall audit and set I lo the samo and certify tlm balances. À ie.................
shall preserve all accounts and vouchers after settlement .....................
»hull doso  ilio accounts quarterly and transmit to the Secretary o f 

tie· Treasury quarterly staJh incuts o f receipts and expenditures . 
shall report to the Dost must er-Gem та I, when required, the manner o f

keeping the accounts ami the olibani terms Used..................................
all delinquencies o f  postmasters in rendering accounts or re

turns ........................  .........................* ..............................................
or in paying over m oney-order funds and other receipts at their

olhrcH.................................................  .................................................
shall register, charge, and countersign w arran ts ....................................
shall perform such otlu r duties as may be assigned to him by lbe

Secretary o f the Treasury. À ie....................................................................
shall superintend the colin Lion o f all debts, penalties, and forfeitures 
shall k« ep accounts ol postal service to show amount o f revenue de

rived finin certain sources, and expenditures lbr certain objects . 
shall charge jsistmasters and hold them accountable fora li postages,

box-rents, and other rect tpts at their «»lines .........................................
shall certify to whom payments, on account ol the postal service, arc

d u o ............. .................  ........ .......................................................................
shall cause suit to ho brought upon indebtedness o f postmasters

within three years after the closing o f accounts ................................ .
shall cnimirj sign and register warrants for payments on account o f

postal se rv ice .............................. ............................................................... ..
may administer certain oaths, À :c .................................................................
appeal from settlement by, nmy be made to l'irst Comptroller o f

Treasury, whoso decision shall he final .................................................
clerks in (illini· of, to ho appointed by the Secretary o f  the T reasury.
salaries o f  clerks, A c ........................................................................................ .
shall bo noti lied o f  change o f  postmaster iu any o flico ...........................

ot all appointments and removals o f  {tostin:*stors ......................
o f  all orders and regulations o f  Postmaster-General which may

atleet accounts, &c .............................................................................
o f  the establishment o f  all now post-offiooa............................ ..
o f  all changes o f  salaries o f postm asters...........................................
o f all discontinuances o f  posi .offices, or o f  postal service.............

shall charge certain expenses t ■· certain appropriations........... .
shall enter certain receipts under head o f  “ revenue from money-order

business M........................... .................. ............................... ................. .........
»hall stateand citi I fy quarterly to the Po-t master General accounts 

o f  money paid by postmasters out o f  the receipts o f their oil ices . . .
shall credit amount certified to postal rev en u es ...........................

shall countersign warrants to bring deposite ou account ol postal ser
vice Into the Treasury.........  ......................................... ................ . ........

may apply m  lain payments by postmasters after execution o f  now
bund, h *w...................... ...................................................................................

bonds o f  postmasters, when to be delivered t o .....................................
vouchers for deductions mad·· by postmasters out o f  receipts from

their olii COS, to be submitted to ................................................................
to  countersign transfers by warrant to meet money-orders ...........
copies o f  all contracts for carrying the mail to be dtdivered to, within 

sixty days, dec....................................................................................................

Page. Sec.
110 Sec. 318

110 Sec. 318
110 Sec. 318
110 Sec. 3li>
1 Hi See. 320
1 17 Sec. 321
117 Sec. 321
117 Sec. 321

117 Sec. 321
117 Sec. 322
117 Sec, 323
117 Sec. 323

117 Sec. 324

117 Sec. 324
118 Sec. 325
118 Sec. 320

114 Sec. 309

114 Sec. 309
I ll  Sec. 309
121 Sec. 21
122 Sec. 27

121 Sec. 22
121 Sec. 
121 Sec.

22
22

121 Sec. 22

12 b Sec. 22

121 Sec. 22

121 Sec. 22
121 Sec. 22

121 S<*c. о.»
121 Sec. 23

123 Sec. 41

124 Sec. 43

124 See. 48

120 Sec. 07

124 Sec. 47
122 Sec. 24

122 Sec. 25
122 Sec. 20
122 Sec. 27
11 See. 28

125 SeC. 03

123 Sec. 29
125 See. 01
120 SeC. 84
127 Sec. 01
123 Sec. 35

124 Sec. 42

124 Sec. 52
124 Sec. 53

124 Sec. 55

125 See. GO
125 See. 05

127 Sec. 89
37 Sec. 118

48 Sec. 202

Regula
tions.

Page. Sec.

245 Sec. 512 
24 1 Sec. 508 
244 Sec. 508

244 Sec. 510

24 1 See. 510
244 Sec. 508

245 Sec. 511 

244 Sec. 509

244 See. 508
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Auditor o f  tho Treasury for the Post-Office Department—Continued.
in cases o f suits against postmasters, contractors, Ac., to forward to 

Department o f  Justico certified copies of all papers relating thereto 
copies o f  certain returns and papers corti lieu by, under seal, to bo

ev iden ce ............................................................ . . . . .
certain acts of, to bo evidence o f  demand upon* a delinquent post

umster ..........................................................

Page. Sec

127 Sec. 311

114 Sec. 312

114 Sec. 313

11Г> Sec. 310 
33 Sec. 48

33 Sec. 122

127 Sec. 120

Page. Six. 

245 See. 511

may remit certain flues and remove disabilities with tlie written con
sent o f tho Postmaster-0 on era i............................

shall charge advances made '.ч> agents employed to investigate, Ac- . . 
transei ipts from the account-books of, shall b o prim afacie  evidonee

shall keep the accounts o f  the money-order business separately, and

business in charge o f ......... ........................................ И9 Sec. 7
to examino the returns o f  postmasters and notify tinnì o f  errors found 
to designato the offices from which contractors shall make collections
to  furnish contractors with blank Collection orders ami rece ip ts .........

shall adjust their accounts and transmit drafts for balances due 
to adjust accounts Jbr all blanks furnished, for all advertising, A c . . . .  
all quarterly and general accounts, vouchers, all letters relating to 

accounts, and all receipts l'or money paid, Ac., should be trans
mitted to ...........................................................................................................

to report all failures o f appoiutecs to qu alify .............................................
Authentication o f  records, how to be made........... *

214 Sec. 50s

8 Šě"c! ”  "Š
8 See. 0

244 Sec. 508 
244 Sec. .->08 
244 Sec. 508 
3 11 Seo. 508

045 Sec. 512 
244 Sec. 510

Balances, manner o f  paying over, to lie directed by the Postmaster-General.

payments made by post mast ers after execution o f  new bond may bo
applied b\ Auditor to dischargo, due under old bond ..........................

suit must be brought within three years ou, duo from postmasters or
125 Sec. (30

111 Sec. 07

38 See. 122 
113 Sec. 308

111 Sec. 313 
115 Sec. 313

130
13G

130

transcript from Auditor's books shall bo prima facie  evidence of, iu
trials for cm be z/Леше u t ..........................................................................

in all suits for, interest shall bo recovered at Ih«· rato o f  six per cent 
in suits lbr, against delinquent postmasters, wluit to bo evidence o f 

a dem and............. .................................
f urther demand for new balance not necessary, when. A c ______

Bank, postmasters having public money, where there are no designated 
depositar ies, Ac., may deposit the sanio at their own risk in any national, 
in the count v .......................... .............................................

interest on deposits not to be demanded or rece iv ed ....................
report to be made quarterly o f tho name o f  the hank and

Bids.—Sei* Proposal*.
Bills lor newspaper subscription, Ac., may be inclosed in newspapers with-

Blacksmith in the Post-Ollieo Department, how appointed................................ 0 Sec. 3 
7 Sec. 4 

12 Sec. 30
superintendent of, how appointed....... "......................................................

his sa la ry ......................................................................................  .........
may act as special agent...................................

5 Sec. 3 
0 Sec. -1 

12 See. 34
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent....................

Blanks and supplies, b\ whom furnished ...............
12 Sec. 34

100
post musters applying for, should address tho proper bureau and di

vision......................................................
........................

160 Sec. C3
should not include in one order blanks and supplies furnished 

by different bureaus.............. ..........................................................
should write the name o f  the post-offiee, county, and State, at 

the head o f their letters plainly, and without abbreviation. ..
should not inclose applications in their quarterly returns...........

list of, furnished by First Assistant Postmaster-Gcuent]......................
by Second Assistant Postmaster·General :

105 Sec. 78 
247 Sec. 51!» 
ICO Sec. 04

162 Sec. T3 

Ш  Sec. 74
by Third Assisi ani Postu Ulster-General:

103 Sec. 75
Ini Sec. 70 
104 Sec. 77

102 Sec. 65

by Auditor o f  the Treasury for the Post-Office Department 
.what offices are not furnished with circular oil ice-stamps, letter-bal

ances, wrappitig-paper, or t wine ................................................................
what offices are furnished with marking-stamps o f wood . . . . ____

with an 8-011 nee letter-balance and wooilen marking-stamp 
with wrapping-paper and twine, wooden murk lug-stamp, 8* 

ounco leltet balance, and post-lulls wilh ]№Btnia»ter*s Haim* . 
with iron marking-stamps, wrapping-paper, twine, and an 8- ...........

162 SeC. 00 
102 Sec. 07

102 Sec. 08

102 Sec. 0!l

102 Sec. 70

witli lirst-elaes stri 1 stamp and cnnccler. wrapping paper, twine 
and 8-oiiiice letter-balance, and ¡lost-hills with post master s 
name p rin ted ........................................................................................ 1.
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Blanks aud supplice—Continued.
with a 4 pound lettor balance, wrapping-paper, twine, and post

bills, with, áte ......................................................................................
no office furnished with ink ami pad for marking-stamp, or sealing-

w ax ....................................................................................................................
record of, to bo. kept..........................................................................................
by whom supplice! for money-order offices................................................

Bonds taken by tue Poet-Oflico Department shall he made to the United
States.......................................................................... ................................................ .

o f  postmasters, shall bo conditioned for the faithful discharge o f  all
duties, A c .......................................... ............................................................. .

penalty of, to bo determined by Postm aster-General............................ .
to bo executed and transmitted to w h om ....................................................
must be signed in the presence o f  suitable witnesses..............................

and by at least two su reties..................................................................
neglect to uso duo diligence iu making collections will amount to a

breach o í the conditions o f ................................................ . .....................,
to be delivered to A uditor on tho death, resignation, or removal o f  a

post master........................................................... . . . . .....................................
no person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally oxecute a

b on d ................................................................................ , .................................
o f  married women aro declared to bo valid ...............................................
new, will bo required upon chango in the name o f the post-ollieo with

out a chango o f  postmaster...........................................................................
order changing name will take e lfed  when......................................

new, may bo requited when sureties desire to bo released.....................
shall bo valid as tho or ig in a l................................................................
first payment thereafter how to bo app lied ......................................
liability of sureties upon the old, terminato, w h e n ........................

on new, begins w h en .............................................................
when sureties upon, «lesilo to bo released, how to proceed.......................
sureties released i f  suit not brought within tlireo years after close

o f  a ccou n t.......................................................................................................
at money-order office, additional condition for, A c ..................................
sureties on, accountable for money received for m oney-orders............

lor acts o f  clerk designatoti to act in place o f  postmaster...........
o f  1 otter-currier», for the faithful delivery o f all mail-matter . . .

to bo executori and returned to w h om ..............................................
o f  special agents, required when directori to  collect or cl isbursomonoy.
peualty for forging, « с . ,  any bond with intent to del ram i.....................

for knowingly uttering such forged w riting..................................
in case o f absconding debtors warrant o f  attachment may bo dis

charged by giving sufficient.......................................................................
Books m ay bo carried by m a il ............................ ....................................................

shall be subject to examination.....................................................................
postago o n ............................................................... ..........................................
packages of. weighing over four pounds shall not he received for con

veyance by mail, except those published by order o f  Congress........
when unclaimed, must bo sent to the dead-letter oilico ..........................

hut no entry thereof need he made on tho b ill...............................
obscene, shall not ho carried in tho m a il .................. .................................

jí ile posited, &cM must bo sent to Third Assistant Postmaster*
General in a scaled package...........  ...............................................

and letter forwarded containing particulars..................................
penalty for knowingly depositing, Ac., such hooks, Ac., for mail-
, in g . . . .......................................................................................................

for taking from the mail, for tho purpose o f  disposing o f ...........
search for. ami seizure of, to bo made, how, and by w h o m ..........

Ilox-holdere.—8 no Letfer- Ìtores,
allowed to provide lock-boxes, Ac., at their own expenso.......................

which shall become tho property o f  the United States, and shall
pay rental..............................................................................................

Box ronts.—S«o Letter-li  oxes.
Branch agencies may be established at any port in China or Japan...............
Branch post-offices may ho established within any post-office delivery.........

regulations for tuo government of, to bo p rescribed ................... ...........
letters not to he sent to, for delivery, contrary to request, A c ..............
expenses of, Ac., to bo kept in separate account.......................................
assistant· post masters or clerks in charge of, may lie authorized to is

silo postal money-orders...............................................................................
postmaster and sureties on bond nrcoiintaldc f o r ........................

m ost bo frequently visited by postmasters tosco  that regulations am
en forced ............................................................................ ..............................

applications for, must be mudo tot ho First Assistant Post mast er-G on
erai ......................................... .......................................................................

persons calling at, for maile to bo informed that delivery will b o b y
carriers free o f  charge.................................................................................

mails to and from, to bo conveyed with tho greatest d ispatch.............
tho advertised list o f  lotters must designate those remaining at tho

otlicb and t lioso remaining at each station ..............................................
Bulbs not exceeding four pounds in weight may ho transmitted by mail . . 

postago on, ono cont for each two ounces or fractiou, to ho prepaid in 
fu l l ................................................................
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XxDEX то tuf Postal Laws and Regulations. Law .

Canada, mails of, <fcc., may bo transported over territory o f tbe United
Stales from, &c.t it' reciprocal privilege is "ra n ted ...........................................

privilege may la? annulled by, &c ......................................................
maiin \vlieu šo transported to be deemed United States m ails ...

offices o f  exchange tor mails to or from ........................................................
loiters, bow to bo stumped a t................................................................

postage o n ........................................... . .........................................
newspapers, postage o n ............. ...........................................................

Canals, navigable, transportation o f  mails on. may bo contracted for..............
are declared to be post-routes during tlio time the mail is carried

th ereon .................................. ........................................................... ..............
Cancellation o f stamp'», oil stamps affixed to mail-matter must bo effectually

canceled, &c., at tlm untiling o f f i c e . . , , . . ............................... .
i f  omitted at mailing office, tu bo dono at delivery office and do-

liuqueut reported ............................ ................................................ .
use ot tlm rating or post-marking stamp in canceling posi

tively prohibited .................................................................................
Canvas m ail-sacks.—See Mail·Sacka, Canvas.
Cards, printed on ilio wrapper o f any printed matter do not subject it to let

ter postage................................................................................. .............
issued by private parties, containing any written matter whatever

other than address, subject to letter postage..................................... .
Carpenter and assistant in the Rost-Office Department, how appointed.........

their salaries .......................................................... ............................................
Carriers.—See 31 a il- Carriers.
Chancery.—See Sir its.
Check.—See D raft

shall aecouipany proposals o f  bidders when compensation exceeds
fő,000 ........................... *..........................................................

amount of, to bo forfeited in casc» bidder fails to execute, A c .................
to be returned if  contract be executed, A c ........................................

Chief clerk o f  Auditor's office, liow appointed................... .......................... ........
his sa la ry ...............................................................................................................

C hief clerks in the Post-Office Department:
how appointed............................................................................... .....................
their salaries.........................................................................................................

Chiefs o f  divisions, how appointed ............. ............... ..........................................
Circulars lor illegal lotteries, g ift concerts, Ac., not to bo carried by mail or

depositeil in o ffice .,. ..................................................................................
penalty lbr depositing, Ле................................................................................
postage on, unsealed, sent by mail, one cent................................................

deposited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by tho office or
its cartiera, one cetit e a c h ..................................... *...........................

received by post masters, are to be filed and turned over to successor« 
o f  an indeeent character, or concerning illegal lotteries, to bo ex 

cluded 11 « >ni tie· mails ................................  .........................................
printed, not to bo carried outside tho mails on board any packet

which carries the m a il...... .............................................................................
rot to be advertised as dead letters...............................................................
request to return, printed on, not to ho regarded ......................................
unclaimed, domestic, not to be returned to the dead-letter office..........

how to bo disposed o f ...............................................................................
Clerk-hire, reasonable allowance may he made, upon tho order o f the. Post

master General, lor tho necessary expenses o f .................................................
to mail-agents at foreign p o rts ........* .......... ......... ...........................
to postal-agents in China and Japan................................................
at distri Ín» ting offices ot the third, fourth, or fifth c la ss ...............
at separating offices may be mado upon application, A c .............

but must imi l o understood as an increase o f  salary . . .  
amount will not be allowed unless receipt »ball accom

pany the quarterly account-current...................................
to the postmaster al Now* York City ...............................................
to post mastern o f  tin· tirsi and second classes ............... ..............
to offices al which unusual business a c c r u e s ___. . . .  . . . .

applicai ions I « ·:*, for ext ra s< r\ ices on account o f the pi гн
ейсе o|' militai .v offices, Ac., must show what ...............

Clerks ill lbe Post-Office Department, how appointed and how c la ssed .....
their salaries .. ..................................................................................
number and names of, Λ «· , to he reported to Congress annually 
shall be exempt from Intlit ia duty and from serving on juries 
shall not he interested in any contract for carrying tin* um ili 

or net as agent, with or without compensation, for an\ con* >
tractor ......................................................................................* . . . .  ^

shall not receive any fees or perquisites........................  ..............
female, how appointed ......................................................................................

their salaries . . .  . . ...............................................................  ........
iu the Auditor's office, u uni ber and classification of, and how apponile«

their salín ¡ « s ........................................... .. ........................ ..
in money-order « ffices, such additional number of, may be employed

as, A c ................. ....................................................................... . .  ...........
to be paid out o f the proceeds o f  tbe money-order bush, ·**. ..
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I ndex to tub 1'oktal Law s and  R egulations. L a w . R egula·
т ю  ns.

Clerks ia th·· Post-Office Department—Continued.
ch ief or other, may lm authorized to act as postmaster in case

oJ‘ abseliee o f  principul . . .  ..........................................................
official bond o f principal shull bo hold to cover the acts

o f  clerk ......................................................................................
actinii officer shall bo subject to nil penalties. <fcc .............

may be authorized to usuo postal money-orders ut brandi post·
offices .. ..... ....................... ...............  .............................................

postmasters and sureties on homi accountable f o r .............
penally upon, for misusing money-order funds ........................

failures to pay over, «fco., to be prima facie  evidence o f
etliİNi/.zleiııeilt ......... ............................................ ....................

in post-offices are appointed by the postmaster without interference
by the D epartm ent......................................................................... .............

post master responsible for t lie acts o f .............................................
must be at least sixteen years o f  a g o .......................... ...................
must tuke the official oath.............................. ....................................
fonn o f oath ...........................................................................................
oaths of. must be forwarded before they enter upon their duties 
shall not become iut<-ie>ted in any contract for carrying tbo mail.

penalty for so doing .......  . . . ...................................................
in railway post-offices may lie ap p oin ted ...............................................

their salaries, and how paid ...............................................................
Clothing, parka цен of, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may bo sent to

enlisted men İn th« Army by mail i f  prepaid..................................................
ih »stage thereon.......... ........................  .......................................

Coin, unpaid postage on letters from foreign countries to bo collected in . . 
Collect ion «halts w ill bo issued for the collection o f  balances due by post

masters. dee ................... ..........................................................................................
postmaster receiving, to notify the party drawn u p on ............... +..........
if collected, receipts 1«· be transmitted . . . . . . .  ..................................
i f  party drawn upon fails to respond, Auditor to he noli lie« I .............
i f  all «‘libris to <*oll«'Ct prove unavailing, causae ami circumstances to

Ik- communicated to Auditor . . .  ................................ ............ ...........
Want «»filii«* diligence, or failure to return draft. <fcc., «Le., by postmas

ter, amounts t·» breach o f  condition o f  borni.........................................
druil charged to account o f postumster, und sureties lidd re

sponsible . ...............  .......................................................................
upon the return of, unpaid, how to p roceed ................... ............................

Collection-offices «lelincd .................................. ...................................................
required to pay «»v« r tindr proceeds quarterly to contractors................
payments ìo 1м» made, only upon tin- production o f  collection-orders . 
win·« «mier is pr«*seutcd all tummy must be paid over except money-

onler hunts ....... ....................................... ................ .................................. .
ami except amount «lue mail-mosspiiger, i f  em ployed ..................

receipt o f contractor must be transmitted by tirsi mail ul’ter pay-
ment, and to tvhotu ........................ ...............................................................

must in*v«t  be inclosed with quarterly returns, but sent in sep
arat«« envelope . . .  ............................  .........................................

m ad p ls not «ш the printed forms furnished will not bo rocog-

manuscript receipts illegal.................................................................
Collect ¡οτι-ordiTH are issued upon «»limes designate«! by A ml i tor . . .  .........

coni rail or« are liuuisb«·«! with printed blank ordets upon postmas
ton* for entire amount d u « .......................................  ............................

except lutiti«·\ -order funds and amount due irnil-umssongcr . . .
payments to In* mini« t«i contractor only up«m tin* production o f .......
in» torni o f or«l«»r or receipt will he recognized except the printed

blank furnish««! ........ .........  ............................
post master « animi refusi· t»> pay because contractor is indebted to him

ivfn-al t·» be primo facie cviilonci* o f «m bez/hm ioni.........  ........
f i l im ·  to pay will 1 »«· followed b\ rem«»v:rl o f  post mast c i. unless. &c 

Coliért ors shall reqnir«· fnun Huistora o f  ve*e«j* having 11·«* United States
an «»atlı that ct-rtain h-tter* bav» n«»l b- en received on I o.ird .........

from niadt-гн of venind ч arriving. Ac., an oath that all letters
ar«· «lidi velisi at ne. rest post-olii«*«· ..........................................

shall search all vessels for letter» Convey« d contrary to la w ...............
may s«d/.«* all such letters ........................

Combination, no contract for carrying tin* mail shall be made with any per*
soil who lias eel· rc«l into un\. t«· prevent tin* making o f  hid» ..................

penalty for COiohiblim. At  .............  ......... ..................
Coni in isn i« »u j* nf postmasters. -cal « f Department to he affix«·«! to

will not i·»· ¡hsiiimI until lituid and oath shall llHVe been transmitted to
First Л-sistant 1 *ostmaster*Gone·al ...............

apponile« imi aul1 oriZ«si to lake charge o f office bi fore commission
lias In On r«‘C«d V« d ................... ................................................

Hew. will he issile I wlmii name o f  office is changed ...................... .........
Compiusat ion.—S«·«· I Vi if tintorie*.

inu to be allowed to |и »sin uister* for the sal«· o f |M»st:ige stam ps.......
tior Ibr cat r> ing t lie mail ...................... ................ ..
imr i«» S: nniors. ш«‘11|1и<1 s, Λ« ., oil accenni o f iNistago.................

o f mail-agents, and out ·»Γ wli.it appiopriutiou paúl ..............................
«»f postal .«gents, in Chinu and Ja p a n ........................................................ .
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I ndex to the Postal L aws and P eculations. L aw .

Сотрет.sat ion—Coin intieri.
o f  ma¡ 1 t ;ii ruTs. to special offices not on any established r o u te .........
o f  postmasters, to lie «lividori into live classes.............. ..........................

for insuma and paying money-orders- - .............................. *...........
limit «ri’ ...........................................................................................

to b e 'increased durino time o f  extraordinary business.............
additional, may be allowed for unusual b u sin ess .........................

o f  assistant postmasters-general ami superintendents, acting as spe
cial a g e n ts .............................. .......................................................................

o f  railway companies, having land grants............................................
shall be re-iul.juaU ri according to lbo average weight o f mails

upon čoudit inns that, A. c . . .  .........  .............................................
average weight, bow ascerta ined.......  ............... ..............

i f  those now fu ru i »hing railway post-office ears shall refago to 
provide auch curs, they shall not he entitled to increase o f pay

additional, may be allowed lor increase in Lengtii o f ears.........
length o f cars required shall be determined by tlu« Post

onico Depart meni, and shall bo properly tilted up, Ac 
o f  masters o f  vessels not regularly employed, A c., for carrying the $

mail ..................................... . .............  ........ ..................................}
o f  masters o f steam bouts, for carrying the m ail.......................................
for transporting foreign m ails ......................................................................
for piiblisliiuu list ol iiou-dclivered loiters, shall not exceed one cent

for each h-t lor ................................. .......... ..........................................
Consuls million/t-d to pay forcigu postage on letters for lite United States

deUdueri in foreign purls, A* о ........................................................ ........................
amount to be collected, and repaid.................... .............................

Contingent himl. expenriii иген marie from, to bo reported to Congress . . . .
Continuance, defendant «*ntille«l to one. if. A c .......................... .........................
Contract ollie«·, auri business iu charge o f ................................................. ...........

Contrae! «lìv is ion ........................ . ..................................................................
lllspeetion «li visum ................. .......................................... .............................
j&iail-Lqtti pinout «liviston. . ..................................... .......................................
division ol Special agents and mail depredations....................................
Topographical «livision................................... ................................................

Contract«·!» Ibi carrying the mail.—Site Proposals.
are required to excetile, with sureties, contracte in duplicate, both to

bo r« tunio«l to Secolul Assistant JVistnuistcr-Uon era i.......................
copies will be fiinuslied to, if i-etpiiMted.......................................

bids o f former, who Intve willfully neglected to pet form their con
tra« -Is, not tob«* ci>n«ridere<1 ................................ ..........................

inn· o f  prisons who hove ijnt«*rcd into combination, A c .............
contract of. so «»If. ruling, may he nuinilicri.........  .......................

and disqiittliticil to contract Ibr. A c .................................
failing t*· cimimelo «' ılı«· piTlbimauce o f contract, the same to be lc*t

to the next lowest b id d er ................................................................
diUereuco in price toho charged to failing................... ..................
action for «iteli diÜtTelice lo m erne. A c ....... ........... ............... ..
penalty lor bidding ami re fusing to enter into con tra ct .............

new suret les of. may be accep ted ...............................................................
notice o f  change o f  tenns o f conti ail toh o  given ...................................
transfers o I <*.on tracts liy. lorbiilrieii by law .............................................
are required in all «‘.ases to carry the cittiru mail ..................................

are not pei mitte«! to leave bags o f newspapers, Ac., on their
i.... Ген ............................. ............ ...........  ...........................................

musi not allow mail bags I«» lie «Iraggeli about «»r injure«! 
on railways, com pensai ion to, shall lit« re-adjust cd according to average

weight o f mails ..........................................  ....................................... 7 ..
shall curtv all tuailnblo matter, willi tin« person in charge 

having grant o f  lamls.or right o f  way. shall carry mails,
at what prices.........................  .......................... ’

Allowances t«». altove. A« ., t«· hø r«*portcd to ( ’«ingresa annually
compensation Ibr aihlitionul servici« shall not Is* in excess o f

the «*xa«'l proportions, A c ................................ ..........................
shall not h«· paid biTore tin* issuiug o f onler ...................
miiedül«» o f arrivals and departur«'s may be chan o «)

w ii hout ¡ihmcase o f pay, ρι··ν|«|« «I. A«· ...................
increato* oi speed may be ordered by allowing a ¡tro tara in

«Ттмс· o f  pay .............................................................................. .
allow an«'«· shall not he inailo ti illess, «fee ........................ ............... .

shall hear no greater propoli ion, A c .......  . . .
hut cimi tat tor may relimpiiel) tin* contract hy ·ήνίη*'

notice. &e ...................................
no im roasoil pay will he allowed to. slmiihl the «listane«· he 

greatiM ili.ni ad ν«τ| iso«!, if. A c.: hiririorn iiiust hilnrui lie in
Helves, ¿ve ...........

• İli«'« я ostublMicil «luring η contract term to b e  visited 
without < \tra pay. if. Ac

Horvii i -ом у he «Üscoiıl linieri οι i iii taUuri u heiiever. A t. allow. 1
big, Aí .. . ...............

dcliiupiiMrt u s of. shall bo report«*«! by posi inast«·! s 
deductions from the pay of, ому bo mude lor failures to perlonu serv

ice according to contract....................................................
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I ndex to the Postal L aws and K egulations. L aw . R egula-
TI UN 8.

Contractor»—Conţin ned.
aud Ином imposed for other delinquencies.......................................

Patje. Fee. Гаде. Sec.

to bo noti lied o f  failure* o f  mails, when ...................................... ..... .........
caso to bo repoitod to PoHtıııaster-tinnoral, when..........................
specillo escuso required for each delinquency................................

forfeiture when trip is noi run and no eullicient excuse furnished.

108 Sec. 270 
108 Sec. 2e0 
108 Sec. 2c 1 
108 Sec. 2c2 
199 Sec. 283
199 Sec. 263

130 Sec. 284

190 Sec. 284 
103 Sec. 264

fines will be imposed upon, unless delinquency be satisfactorily ex·

for  failing to lako from, or deliver at a post-office the mail, or

for conveying it in a manner that exposes it to depredation,
193 Sec. 284

133 Sec. 284
193 Sec. 284

139 Sec. 264

194 Sec. 236 

190 Sec. 2C1

for refusing to convey it by any coach, car, or boat which tlio
contractor runs on the route, bevond, &c ............. .....................

for not arriving at the time fixed In the schedule..........................
for running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in

.......................

payment shall not lie made to, until contracts have boen execu ted .. . .
can only In· mailu according to instructions, or in conform*

46 Sec. 209

will lie made to, by eolleclious Írom, or drafts ou post-

13 See. 4!)
offiecs from which collections shall ho mudo lo  bo designated

244 Sec. 508
proce ei Is o f  collection office, except money order funds, and

210 Sec. 303
will lie furnished with printed blank orders upon postmasters 

on their routes...................................................................................... 260 Sec. 571
210 Sec. 303

receipts not on the printed forms furnished, will not be re cog-
216 Ser. 35Λ

iiiuiiiittcrlpt receipts illegal .....................................................
post musters cannot retuše to pay л draft or col lection order be

cause o f  an mm» tiled privato account, A c .........  ....................... 217 Sec. 303

failure to pay draft or collection-onlcr will be followed
217 Sec. 360

cannot lawfully curry any letter or packet outside (ho mail, unless 
covered by stamped eov c liq io ................................................................... 211 Sec. 310

penalty upon, for receiving or carrying any letter or
41 Sec. 227

may carry newspapers out o f mails for sido or distribution

may nbo carry, &c,, bonks, pamphlets, &c., in packages as mer
chandise, addressed to agents or dealers........................................

for transporting foreign mans, compensation o f .......................................
fines may be imposed upon, for default, & о .....................................

’ ¿ iŚ Ć c .
57 See. 270 
57 Sec. 271

213 Sec. 340

contracts of, shall contain .stipulation for t Im right to discontinue 
fair indemnity shall bo awarded to, wlieucontracts aro revoked

roust tak« the official oath ................................................................................
form cď until ..................................... .....................................

57 SrC. 272 
49 Sec. збз 
23 Sec. 15 
23 Sec. 15

150 Sec. 14 
I I S e. 14

aro required to respect and obey 1 he authority o f special agents_____
when writing to tlio Depui tinelli, should write tin- name o f  their 

p*»si cillin», eotiuiу, aud State, at the head o f  their letters, without 
abbreviation.. . .  *.......................... ........... ......................

282 Sec. Ctí2 

156 Sec. 46
no person eiiipitiycd in the Post-Ottico Department shall act as agent 

for, w ilh or w illimit omn pen sution, or ho concerned in any contract 42 See. 78 
İHI Sec. 12

suit shall be brought to recove r money paid under the pretenso lhal 
service has heen performed theieJoi*, when it has not hem per 
hinned ........... . 111 Sec. 50

in elites o f  debts duo from, attachments against their property may 
issu·*....................................... lifi Sec. 318

or have conveyed away, or arc about to convey, their property..
in ; Sec. 316 
1 Ili Sec. .416 
İH» See. 316

1 ’>3 Sec 255
a letting tbr оно o f  these occurs every у  “nr.................................................

Contracts lor carrying the mail.—See Proposals.
shall be made on all post-mads establish eel bv law ...................................

to the court house o f  any county without a m ail...........................
may he made, to and from any post-ollìco..................................................

to h · reported to Congrese, if over a route not established

43 Sec. 215 
4 i Sec. 2 Ifi 
42 Sec. SOtl

42 Sec. 200

123 Sec. *53

to censo at the end o f next session unless, S ic ...................
with railway companies, without advertising.................................

42 Sec. Ł00 
411 Sec. 305
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Contracte for carry in " the mail—Continued.
having lami franta at such prices as, <fcc............................

by borsc-cxpies* if railway companies refuse maximum rates.
when amount uf mail matter is so g ieat as, *fcu ...............

• on navigable can a ls.................................. ..........................................
on plank road s........................................................................................
in steamboats or other vessels, on any waters o f  the United

S ta te s ................. ...................... .............. ‘ ...........................................
in steamships between any o f  tlio ports o f  the United States..

without advertising, lor a tei ni less than four y ea rs ........
price not to bo greater than. & c ........................ .........

to special olhecH mu on any established route................................
at tin* pay o f two·«birds ot iliv postmastern salary____ .

to and from any foreign co u n try .......................................................
shall bein  steamships................................................................
but may be in sailing-vessels, w h e n ......................  ............
compensation, if by a United States steamship.................

i f  by u foreign steamship or v esse l.................
fines may bo imposed lor unreasonable delay ...................
not to be assigned...................  ...............................................
assignments to bo null anil v o id ............................................
shall eoutain s ipulatioim that it  may be terminated by

Congress ..............................................................................
shall be in the nume o f the United S ta te s .......................... . ..................
shall be mado to and with the United S ta tes ...........................................

shall have their true date affixed, and date o f  filing indorsed ..
shall not be assigned......... ...................................................................

assignments io bo null and vo id .........................................
shall not bo made for n longer term than four y e a rs ...................

and on I bo sea, than two y e a r s ..................................... .........
are to be executed in duplicate, both to bo returned to the Second

Assistant Posrniaster-iienenii ................................... . .......................
n c opy will he luiiiislied to contractor if requested ..... .............
duplicates shall be delivered to Ilio Auditor witliin sixty days, 

may be eoutiiiucd beyond their term for six mouths until nctv con
tracts be m ade......................................................  ......................................

new sureties upon,may По accepted......................................  ...................
not required to bo executed by carriers to special offices .................
not to be niude will) pi rson» who have entered into combination to

prevent b id s ............................ ............................... ............................... . . .
no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk, shall become interested ţ 

iu, or act as agent for contractor w ith ,or without com j m osati m i.. (
penalty lor so doing .. ......................  ..................................

before making, public notice shall be given by advertising once a
week, for six w eeks.......................................................................... ...........

notice shall describe touto, time, and fr e q u e n c y ...,....................
to be in wliat newspapers, and bow si loeted . ..................... .........
i f  not properly advertised, to lie advert lsed as soon as, & c ........

contract thus made to run to the cud o f lho regular time

may bo made in certain cases without advertisem ent........................  j

L aw .

.•drill be awarded to lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees. .. 
bidders receiving fin award ami refusing to enter into contract, to lie

guilty of. & c .......................................................................................... .........
penalty for bidding for, and wrongfully г fusing to enti r into, 

bids ol persons who have failed to pu  limn ii lonucr contract, not to
be considered.................................................................................................

shall not be made with persons wlm have entered into combination
to prevent t lie making ofrt.iy b id ............................  ...............................

penalty for но com bining......... ........... . . . . . . . . ..................................
to be inadı* with next lowest bidder when, Ár.. if, «fco...........................

difference in price to be charged to failing contrat tor............
notice n f change ín the terms o f  oxi ting, »hall beg iven  ...........  . . .
payments shall not In* mad·· until contract is ex ecu ted .......................

will In* made by eo lections from postmasters, or d ra fts ...........
must lo  mado in run fonu ily w iilpaiid  only according to in

et ruet ions .............................. .......... .....................................................
after expiration of. post masters cannot make, any pay luciii, unless

expressly mil liurir.eil........................................... .................................  . . .
payments for additional service elmi I nob bo in excess o f  the exact

propon ion, Ας*................., ........................... ....................  ..................
the sum tube allowed to lie expressed in I In: o r d e r . . . , .............

and shall not he paid before the issuing o f  such order . 
extra allowance I i inen nsed spee I shall not be made, unless. Ac . . .

and tin· additional j ay shall bear no grca t o  proportion than, ifce 
increase o f set vice may bo ordered by allowing a pro rata increase idPay....... ,·· ....................... ' ........ '...........................

sein du'e o f  arrivals and departures may be changed without
increase o f  pay. provided. &c ............. . . .................

inci ease o f speed may be ordered by allowing a pro ralu in
crease oi p ay ....................................... .................................................

Parre. See.
43 Sec. 211
43 Sec. 214
44 Sec, 210
43 See, 217
43 See. 218

43 Sec. 219
43 Sec. 2-0
49 See. 201
49 See. 204
14 SCO. 2 41
44 Sec. 221
ao See. 207
70 See. 208
.77 See. 208
77 See. 209
77 Sec, 209
77 Sec. 2.0
7, See. 2*0
57 Sec. 2 İ1

57 See. 272
47 S. e. 249

119 See. 13
12 i See. 18
77 Sec. 271
77 See. 27 l
4M SeC. 270 
4M Sec. 270

48 See. 202

40 Sec. 251
47 Sec. 273

40 See. 250
42 Sec. 7m

! 19 Sec. 12
! 19 Sec. J 2

4 1 See. 243 
41 See. 24-1 
4 1 Sec. 243 
4M See, 257 
4* See. 2,77 
4fi Sec, 271 
4M Si e. 257 
4'.I »Sce. 2<¡4 
4.1 Si e. 205 
4j See. 249

47 See. 274 
47 Sec. 274

45 See. 249

4(1 Sec, 270 
4ti See. 2. (i 
4i» See. 271 
•Hi See. 271 
4M See. 25m 

Sec, 279

4M See, 200 
4- Sec, 2WI 
4m S' e. Ain 
4 J See, gii l 
4M See. 201

4M See. 201

/ 'age. See.

R egula
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21(1 See. 353

196 Sec, 274 

J93 See. 277

193 See. 256
194 See. 270

j
194 See. 257 j 

194 Sec. 202

1№ See. 2T5 

me Seo. 279

ID4 See. 292

195 See. 204 

194 Sec. SOS 

194 Sce. 200

m l Sor. 203 

194 Sce. 203 

191 See. 203
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Contracts for carrying the mail—Continued.
but contractor may relinquish tbc contract by giving

notice. &.C................................................................................
service may bo discontinued, o r  curtailed, whenever, ¿¿c., allow

ing. & o ...................................................................................................
no increased pay will be allowed should tin*, distance ho greater than

advertised, if. &o., bubiéra must inform themselves, &c ...................
olliers established during a contract term to bo visited without

extra pay. if. <3cc . . .............................................................................
deductions may bo mado for fa ilu icsof contractors to perlonu service

according to ............................................................... ...................... .............
for transportation o f fore ign mads, may bo m a ile ....................................

shall be in steamships................ ......................................................
hut may be in sailing-vessels...................... .......................................
shall contain stipulation for the right to d iscontinue..................

throngbnny foreign country, A c ...................................................................
may Lie revoked whenever, A c ...................................... ...................
in case o f  revocat ion a fair indemnity to bo aw arded..............

mado undor laws repealed by this act, shall not be affected by such
repeal ................... ............. ...........................................................................

suit shall ho brought to recover money paid under pretense that 
service has been performed, when such service has not been per
formed ............................................. *.......... ..................................................

Copies o f records <if 1 ho Department, Imw authenticated.................................
o f  contracts for carrying the mail, shall be delivered to the Auditor

within sixty d ays............................. ........... ................................................
o f papers sitali he sent by Auditor to Department o f  J ustice in suits

against jiosimastore, & c ......... .................................................... ...............
o f  quarterly returns and papers pertaining to accounts, when certified !

by Auditor under seal, shall be admitted as evidence, & e ..................
o f  warrant o f  nuncii ment, cert iti cd, to be sent to the district into !

which property has been removed .. .. . .................................................
Corrected proof řhe.-is will be clin rged with postage as third class m atter.. .

hut i f  new matter be introduced by corrections, or instructions
in writing, aro subject to leltei -postage........... ..............................

Counterfeiting postago-stamps, penalty f o r ..........................................................
postage stump o f  any foreign government, penalty fo r ............................
postal money-order, penalty lor ...................................................................

Conni ei feil money, postmasters receiving, will bo required to replace the
same with genuine funds ............................  ............................................. . .

Court-house, mails slinil he carried to the, o f  any county without a  mail .. 
road on whieli the mail is carried to any. without a mail is declared a

post-road during the time such mail is can ied thereon .......................
Courts, suits and prosecutions under tlm postal laws to ho in the circuit

and diet riet ................................................ .............  ..................................
and before local magistrates, and other Stato..................................

Crimes.—See ¡ ‘amities.
Currency, fractional and other, sent to the Treasurer for redemption, and

from him, to bo registe reti without feo . ............................................................
Customs ofticer.—St-r Collector, Seizures

to be notified when pac Unges an: received from a foreign country and
believed to contain «irti«-lea subject to d u ly ................................................

packages, when seized by, will be opened, ¿fcc..................................
Cuttings, not exceeding four pounds in weight, may be sent by mail ............

postage on. one cent for each two ounces or traction................................
must be pre-paid in full .................................................................

Date, nil ordn?* and papers, on which any action is to bo based, shall have
their true, aftixed, and, o f filing indorsed........................................................... .

Dead letters d e fin ed ......... ...........................................................................................
divided into six e lasses....... .............................................................. .
unclaimed, those not railed f o r ..................................... .....................  .

musi he returned to dead letter oflieo w hen .........................
simuld there be nono tosend, fact must be s ta le d __ . . . . .  .
how to be stamped...... ...................................................................
i f  the sen! be broken, the fact must he noted.........  ............
in making а return, each class must be put into separate

p a ck a g es ..................................................................................  .
each return must he accompanied by a b ill.........................

and by duplicate o f the advertised l i s t s .....................
duplicato lists to bo preserved .. ...................................
aggregati' lull at the end ol each quarter to bo made

Ironi duplicates retained...........................................
to be verified by affidavit ....... ............... .

when number exceeds noe hundred, to he put into
t wo рае к a "rø . with bill how fold-al. ............... .......

i f  too · real to bo enveloped, to be placed in a locked
pouch ................................................ .................. .............

i f  originating in ativ o f  the Departments, not to be sent to
Ilio «lead·)« tier o fiice, but re tu rn ed ....................................

i f  registered, to bo returned ; but if, Ac., to he sent to 1)·;.
part m e n t ......................................................................................

liever lo be sent with ordinary lettel*,................. . . . .I .

L aw .

Page. See.

49 See. 266
56 Sec. .
56 ScC. 268
57 Sec. 268
57 See. 272
4!» Site. 21-3
49 Sec. 263
49 Sec. i.63

109 See. 3d?

Ill Sec. 5ft 
e See. 5

•Id Sec. 2G2

11 1 Sec. 311

U 1 Se c. 312

lib  Sec. 318

79 See. 178 
H) Sec. 11!» 
3? Sec. lib

41 See. 210 

40 See. 201

113 See. 304 
113 Sec. 305

Regula
tions.

Page. ¡Sec. 

104 Sec. 203

194 See. 263

195 Sec. 265 

195 See. 203

171 See. 129 

174 See. 129

218 See. 366

30 Sec. 190

.....................  1.76 See. 52

.....................  157 Sec. 52
134
134
134

120 See. 18
226 See. 413
2.6 Sec. 4M 
826 Sec. i 11 
·.!*.’!} See. 426 
229 Sec. 427

229 See. 429

2 İ 9  S i t .  4  :0  
24.1 StC. 4 11 
2 :9 Si c. 44: 
240 Sou. 444

239 See. 431! 
2.0 See. 430

230 Sec. 431

230 Sec. *35

......................  230 See. 437

239 See. 430 
230 Sec. 4311
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Dead letters—Continued.
when conto in ing m oney arc forwarded to a postmaster,

clforis to discover owuct s must bo made ......................
secrecy им io contents must be m aintained...............

penalty lor violation o f this r u le .........  .........
when they cannot be delivered alter thirty days, to 

bo relin nod to dead letter oilice. reg in tered . . . . . .
il not registered and lost, postmus lor respon

sible ......... .............................................................
must never bo forwatded to another office...............
money unclaimed from, to be deposited as part o f

the postal ı cv e n u o ........................ ... .........................
return Id lers without any inclosoro may bo for

warded ........................................ ...................................
when containing valuables, shall bo registered in dead-

letter etlice ..............................................................................
contents, lmw disposed o f .............................................

i f  containing articles ol value other than money, aro not 
to bo l eg stored when returned to Department unless
so received ........................  ....................... ............. .............

no record is kept o f letters not containing articles o f
value . . .  ...................................... ........ .....................................

return letters must be stamped with dato o f  receipt, and

Page. Нес.

8İ See. 42

8*2 Sec. 1ПП 
83 Sic. I'JG

reason for tmu-dclivory..........................................................
newspapers, periodicals, A c., arc not to bo returned to

dead-letler office

T

bow to be disposed o f .......................................... ........
books, pamphlets, and foreign printed matter must be

sent to dead-letter office. .................. ....................................
when any newspaper or magazine lias been refused by 

subset ilier, or, Ac., statement o f  facts to be scut to
p u b lish er ...................................................................  ......

obscene books, or, Л е., must be sent to Third Assistant
Rost master••(jenerał . . .  ...................................................................................

eludi be let nmed to the dead-letter oilice« and from tlience to
writers, w h e n ............................  ........................................................

i f  jive pa id, in-ι called for, Ac., to be returned to writer, i f  name
and address are indorsed........................................................ ...........

local letters in large cities o f dense population insufficiently
paid, Ac., may bo forwarded, Ac .................................................

detained for violation ofliivv, bow disposed o f ................... ..........
apple aliens fur, to Third Assistant Rostinastcr-Gcucral must

slate vvliat............................................................................................
foreign U-Цгг.ч aro re turned unopened to the countries, A c ........

shall be subject to conventioiial stipulations........................
unninilabte. with illegible address, obscene, or weighing over

four pounds . ............................ .............................................................
to be returned, oneo each week, ж parato from regular

dead letters, by w lisit o f f ic e s ............................  ...............
from New York City, und offices o f  the first class,

82 Sec. İÎ14

83 See. 108

82 See. 1Я5 
ЬЗ Sec. 3U2

S3 Sec. 107

held for postage, willi one full rate not paid, or bearing stamps
before used, or cut from stamped envelopes..............................

to be returned once each week, by what offices..................
from New York City and offices o f  the first class,

refused....................................................................................................... .
not to be advertised........................................... .............................

statement o f facts to be sent to publishers o f newspapers,
&.C., w h en ............................ ................ ........................

hotel, those relum ed to post-office from h o te l.................
not to be advertised......................................................
to b e  returned om о each Week, from w h it offices .............

fmiii New York City and offices o f  the first class,
dnil v ................................................................................

tmclainn d healing liotei cards, bow to 1ю disposed o f  .. 
should not be retained by proprietors ovel* thirty da\s. . 

fictitious, those beaiiug fictitious names, or addressed to initials
not to 1m advertised...................... ..................................................

lunst besent to dead-let tel* office, from what offices .........
unless directed to certain placo, or to care, A c .........

advertising o f  non delivered, written list of, to lx?posted iu some pub
lic place ...........................................................................................................

or publication made o f  list ................................................................
weekly, nt New York City, and at offices o f  tito tirsi,

encomi, third, and fourt h classes.........................................
nini moni Idy, at offices o f the filili class ..............*------. . . .
to be in newspapers, if, Ac., without charge ......................

when specially authorized, to l»c mado in newspapers having
I ho largest circulat inn ....................................................................

not offener ıhan once a w e e k ..................................................
list must dt signalo those remaining at branch offices.. . 
compensatici! shall not exceed one cent for each letter___

82 See. 195

88 Sec. 188 
»8 Sec. Ifc8

88 Sec. 188 
3U See. İ88

88 Sec- 192

R egula
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232 Sec. 419 
232 See. 419 
232 Sec. 419

232 Sec. 4.70

232 Sec. 4ГЮ 
232 See. 401

232 Sec. 453

232 Sec. 452

233 Si'C. 461 j

233 S( C. 431 !

233 Sec. 453 
233 Sec. 455

233 Sec. 4.3«

233 Sec. 4.37 

233 Sec. 452

233 See. 4Γ4Ί
234 See. 462

220 Sec. 41.3

231 Sec. 43!>

C"î
C

l Sec. 43П

2 2 8 Sec. 4M
231 See. 439

■j ' 1 See. 4 3 9

2 2 0 See. 41 1
228 Sec. 421

23:1 See. 477
2 2 6 Sec 414

Sec. 421
_·. ; 1 Sec. 439

231 Sec. 439
231 S e c . 4 43
231 See. 444
2 2 0 S e c . 414
-  · - SeC. 421
2 3 3 Sec. 4.7!»
179 Sec. Ю7

227 Sec. 41(1

« v r y S e e .  41.7
ГП- Sec. 410
227 S e c .  4 Hi

227 SeC. 417

1 9 1 Sen. 239
328 Sec. 42U
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Dead letters—Continued. 1'age. See. · Page. Sec.

шшшиt to bo added to p o s ia te .................. ...................
i f  gratuitous, or by postáig, ito cha r go to bo made . 
pr*» er s receipt must stato tbo number cd' lottere, ......................... 228 Sec. 420

caso o f competing newspapers, bow decided.................................... 88 Sec. 188 227 Sec. 418 
227 ScC. Il*

when advertised, bow to bo stum ped................................................. 229 Sere I t"1
list of, shall be posted iu post-office immediately after its piibli·

.30 Sec. 101
shall be charged, wlion pit Wished, with one cent iu addition . . .
addressed 1 о persons foreign born, iu what newspaper**..............
what letters nut to bo advertised .......................  ............................

31 See. 103 
30 See. J89 228 Sec. 419 

228 See. 421

229 See. 4
оШссн that advertise weekly will make return o f dead-letters

229 Soc. 42G
229 See. 420

simuld there ho no letters to send, the fact to be stated... ‘229 Sec. 42.

ti Sec. 4
Debt, penalty upon postmasters for neglect to render accounts, «Le., to be

. and upuu em ployé»for being interested in contracts for carrying the
111 See. 12 

115 See. 314
Debtors, noor, may be discharged from ja il in civil cases by the Postmaster·

12Ì Sec. 23

33 Sec. 54 
33 Sec. 54

109 Sec. 327

2Ű0 See. 570
cluo lho ťoe t-ОШсс Department shall, when collected, be paid into the

T rea su ry ................................................................. .......................................
tlm Treasurer to give duplicato receipts therefor..........................

contracted under laws repealed by this act, shall not be affected by

in cases of, duo from delinquent postmasters, contractors, or other
I1f. Sec. 318
in ; See. 318

or lune conveyed away, orare  about to convey, their property.
due from postmasters may bo transferred to contractors .....................

transfere to bo only in satisfaction o f  legal demands...................
printed blank orders upon postmasters lor amount duo at e furnished

lit; See. 318 
13 Sec. 49 
13 Sec. 43

2G0 Sec. 571
no order or receipt will ho recogí»i/.od except the printed blank 
payments mado otherwise are null and v o id ................... _............ ...................

260 Sec. 571 
2Ü0 Sec. 571 
21G See. 353

200 Sec. 572
2G0 Sec. 573

postmaster collecting, will notify Auditor by sending receipt,
JLc............................ ....................*........................................................ 2G0 Sec. 574

will charge himself with tho amount in hie general
200 Sec. 574

if not collected, cause o f failine, residence, and circumstances
2G1 Sec. 57G

want o f due diligence by a postm aner leiviving, or failure to 
return draft to Auditor, or give inlormation, <L.e., to operate

2G1 S"C. 577.
2Ü1 See. 5«ölj

upon return o f  a coll· ciinn-drait unpaid, copies o f  arco unis 
will be transmitted to Department o f Justice for tbc instilu-

2G1 Sec. 579
collrction drafts not issued upon late postmasters for balances

2GI Sec. 580
i f  lat·· post mastei fa Is to pay over to his successor money*

2G1 Sec. 530
Deductions.—Roc Писа.

mas be mudo from the pay o f  contractors for failures t ·» perform ser
v ice  ...... .....................................................................................................

price o f the trip to he deducted w liere the ti ip is not pci fo'mod. 
vouchers forali, made by a postmaster out o f receipts, &<., shall be

43 Sec. 214! 
43 bee. üçü

127 Sec. P9
no sudi, shall he valid unless in conformity with law ..................

Dolinqiiencies.—Sc·i · Fitte*.
ot contractors, л е., shall he reported to the Postmaster-General.........

lines mav 1"· imposed upon contractors for ..................................
o f postmasters in rendering quarti rlv accounts and ruturas, or pay -

ing over nioiirv. Л г .shall b-о reported by A u d ito r .............................
penalt у for neglecting to render for one mondi alter ilio timo, «fc c .

125 Sec. tO

2 fl Sec. 77 
411 Sec. ititi

121 Sec. 22 
112 Sec. 74 
112 Sec. *4

in failing to collect «'.rafts by want o f dm diligence ........... .. 2C1 Sec. 577



361

I ndex to the Tostal Laws and R egulations.

Delinquencies—Continued.
d ia it will bo charged to postmaster, and sureties held

responsible................ ................ .................................................
in failing to pay collect ion-orders when presented l>y contractor.
in neglecting to deposit m on ey ..........................................................
in misusing money order lunds, or failing to pay o v e r .................

i f  late postmaster fails to pay over, wbat proceedings to
bo b a d ................................................................... ......................

upon trial o f  suits for, no claim for credit to bo allowed, unless., 
in suits to recover balances, what to be evidence o f a

demand........................................................ ...............................
further demand for new baiamo not necessary, when, &e. 
suits for indebtedness must bo In ought, within three

years. Ax., or sureties on bond released ...........................
A uditor shall forward certified copies o f papers to the

Department o f  Justice................................... ......................
in nasce o f  debts due, attachments aguiust property may

issu e............... ............................................................................
i f  non-residents................................................................
or havo conveyed away, or are about to convey

property ........................ ..............................................
property may be seized in the district whither re

moved ..................................  ......................................
Demand, in suits for balauces from delinquent postmasters, what to bo

evidence o f a ........................................................................................................... .
further, for now balance not necessary, when, A c .......................

Demands arising uuder laws repealed by this act shall not bo affected by
su eh repea l...........................................  ...............................................  .................

Department o f Justice, directions of, to be obeyed in suits under postal
laws, for money duo, A x ............. . — ......................... ...........................................

statement o f  judgm ent, Ax., obtained, to bo forwarded to, at cud o f
term ............. - ............................................. ......................................................

returns o f proceedings by marshal to ho made t o .....................................
may direct a suit in chancery when proceedings at law fur money

due are fru itless..............................................................................................
certified copies o f  papers to bo sent to, in suits against delinquent

postmasters, A x ..............................................................................................
Deposit i ng-otl ices defined............................................................ ..............................

deposits by postmasters, how to bo made, and when...............................
postmasters at, who pay mail-messengers or special mail-carriers, will

report amount so paid. Ax., and deposit the balance ..........................
postmasters who have been directed to deposit quarterly, nml have 

failed to deposit witbiu a month. Ax., must report ilio causo ol

want o f  funds will not bo accepted as an excuso............................
using, loaning. Ax., o f  funds prohibited..........................................

penalty for willfully neglecting to deposit .................................................
no allowance w ill be made to postmasters for expenses in paying Ç

over moneys duo to the Departm ent...................................................... ^
Depository and draft otlices delinei! ......... ...........................................................
Deposits shall be mado by the postmaster at Washington, and at cities 

•vvbcro ibero is an assistant treasurer, once a week at lqast, and as much
o f  loner us directed ..................................................................................................

how to be m ade.................................................................................................
may bo made by any postmaster, at bis own risk, in any national 

bank in the county, Ax., where there are no designated deposita
ries, A x .............................................................................................................

but interest thereon shall not be demanded or received .............
amount of, and name o f the bank must be repot ted quart ori у . 

postmasters who pay mall-mcssc tigers, or special ıuai I-carriers, will
report the amount so paid, and deposit the b; lance .................  . . .

failing to make, within a mouth alter the close o f  a quarter,
must report the cause, ............................................. ..............  . . . .

want o f  funds will not bo accepted as an excuse for failure
failure to make, will he followed by removal, unless ............................
penalty for willfully neglecting to make, o f money which is part o f

tin* postal revenues.................... .............................................................
money paid by postmasters pursuant to appropriations out nf their 

receipt s shall bo ccrtiUcd quarterly by Auditor to the Lostm astd
G enerai........... .............................. ...................... ................................  ......

and the amount thus certified shall be carried to the credit ol
t ho postal revenues. A x .......................... . ..................................

shall he brought into the Treasury by warrants ..................  ...............
no credit shall be allowed for, until warrant has been issued...............

L a w .

Page. Sec.

92 Sec. 43 
38 Sec. 122

201 Sec, 680 
Ш  See. 3U7

114 Sec. 313 
111 See. JÍJ

111 Sec. C7

127 Sec. 311

1IC Sec. 318 
110 Sec. 318

11C Sec. 318

1IG Sec. 318

114 Sec. 313
113 Sec. 313

109 SeC. 327

I И See. 300

J14 See. 309
II 1 Sec. 309

114 See. 310 

114 Sec. 311

£G Sec. 7(1

126 136 
l~u

92 Sec. 43

124 Sec. 52

124 S« c. 53 
121 SeC. 5-j 
124 See. ·»·'

Depredations.—See Mail Depredations.
laws drlining punishment for, committed upon the. mail, to bave full 

force in the Indian country ............................... .........  ........... 10C Sec. 33D
Denka allowance for. will tint be made uniera net proci : da < -xcesai $3 per

q u a rter ..........................  .............................................  ......... .................... .........
postmaster, bi fore purchasing, must mak·· application to Audit *r . . . 
and other fumituro must bo turned over by outgoing postmaster to

his successor......................... .................. .......................................................
Detectives, пашен of, not to be disclosed.............................................................. J0 Sec.

Regula
tions.

Page. Sec.

261 Soc. 577 
217 Sec, 3ÜU

334 Soc. 893

21" Sec. fill 
21 ii See. 333 
217 Sec. 333

217 See. 330

217 Sec. 357 
217 Sec. 338 
217 Sec. 338

217 Sec. 353
218 Sec. 355 
210 Sec. 333

217 Sec. 333

217 Sec. 330

217 Sec. 357
217 Sec. 358 
217 Sec. 300

151 SCO. 33 
134 Sec, 33

133 Sec. 43
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I ndex τ ο  tub  Postal L aws and Regulations. L aw . R egula
tions.

Disabilitiesm ay be removed with written consent o f Postmaster General..
Disbursing officer o ft b e  Post-Office D epartm ent...............................................

Ын alary .....................................................*....................................................

Parţe. Sec. 
It·» See. Jib

5 Sec. 3
6 Sec. -I 

122 Sec. 27

93 Se»\ 122 
85 Sec. 31 
lrt Sec. 91 
Irt See. i»l
17 Sec. 60

18 Sec. fili

Page. Sec.
t

Disbursing olii cel's shall issue duplicate o f  lust checks, & .C ., In favor o f  any

Diaconi mtjiim i M o f post o'lHc-o may lió made by the Postm aetor-Guncral___

Distributing ollicea may be designated at the intersection o f mail routes .. 
il o f  this third, fourth, or lilt lí class, reasonable allowance may be 

mudo for clerical services...............................................................................
209 Sou. 337

are established for wlint purpose............................ ....................................... 209 Sec. 333
all letters and packets received at, for distribution aro to bo distrib-

209 Sec. 934
postmasters at, will tiolopcn a mail addiesscd to another office...........
i f  letters he sent to, widen simuld have been mailed direct, &c., error

209 Sec. 39.5 

209 Pec. ИЗО
209 Sec. 333

general principles governing the dislribiaiou and making up o f  mail

200 St;c. 2ö7
letters, not reouired to l»e mailed direct, must bo mailed to the, 

through which they will last passou their proper route, Лс., unless,
& .C .......................... Г..........  ...................  .................................................... 200 See. 289

VítlO See. 290
201 Sec. 292

letteis and pachete received at. to he distributed and rema ¡led, when 
mails addressed to another office not to ho opened a t................................ .........................

209 Sec. 331 
20J Sec. 32.5
209 Sec. 3JG

210 Se»·,, 338
records o f packages o f postage-stamps and stumped envelopes pass·

221 Se»!, 409
Distribution o f  mail inattı r, general principles govern ing................................ 288 St«. 704

Drafts.—Sec Collection-draft*.
195 Sec. 204

to enable postmasters to pay balance due mail messengers . . .  
a  nest master cannot refuse to pay, because contractor, &o., is in·

215 Sec. 19 

217 Sec. 350

21 ¡0 Sec. 572
postmasters receiving notice, <Ve., should make payment, & o ..............
postmaster colicei ing draft will notify Auditor by sending receipt, 6cc 

will charge himself willi Ilio amount in his general account . . . .
............- ........... 2110 Sec. 57-1

............ 200 Sec. 57-1

i f  not collected, cause o f  failure, rcsidei.ro, and circii instances o f  all
201 Sec. 57C

want o f duo diligence by postmaster receiving, or failure* to return 
draft to Auditor, or give inhumation, &u., to operato us a  breach o f

2»'il See. 577
201 »ec . 578

upon return o f а collection-draft unpaid, copies o f  Ilio accounts will
201 Sec. 579

roll ceti on-drafts not issued upon lato postmasters for balances duo
201 Sec. 580

if  late postmast r fails to pay over to his successor money-order
201 Sec. 580

lost, duplicates of. shall ho issued by disbursing officers. Л е .................
application for a duplicalo must bo umde to tho A u d ito r ............

3tí Suo. 122
202 Sec. 581 
202 Sec. fiöl

certificato o f  non-payment by person drawn upon, &c., to be
202 Sec. 582

duplicate, when issued, shrill have Ню в я т о  force ns the origi
nal, unless assignee produco authority for ilio issue o f dupli
cate in b is <nvn la v o r .........................................................................

col lection-drafts, application for tho renewal of, to ho accom- ............ 202 Sec. 584

Dr я w era.—See fi tte r ■ boxet.
Г»! Pee. 157

when delivered where free delivery system is no» established .. 
may ho forwarded, charged with deficient postage in largo cities,
when inadvertently prepaid at drop-letter rates on ly ..............................
not to he advertised as dead-lotters................................................................

Duplicato drafts.—Seo Draft*.

lil Scu. 137 

82 Suc. 193

3G Soc. ИЗ

17G Sec. 13C 
SBM Suu. 771

Kmbozzlom· »it, the refusal »»fa postmaster to pay a draft or collection order
‘317 Sue. 339 
•333 Sec. 394nogleet to account forpostage-stamps, Ле., shall lx* deemed to b o  . . .  

lhe misusing o f  money-order funds, or aiding therein, shall be doomed 
penalty fo r .......................................................................* ............ ........

80 Sec. 45 
38 See. 129 
38 Sec. 122



I ndex to the Postai, Laws and R egulations. L aw .

Em bezz lem en t— Continued.
fa ilu re  to pay over, Ac.. to bo prima fade  evidence o f .........
in l riiile l'or, tra n sc rip t  Írom  A u d it o r ’s  ollico, Ac., ebull be

, prima-facie evidence o l balance a g a in s t ..... ............... ........* w illfu l neglect to deposit a n y  m oney w h ich  is  p a rt  o f  the posta l
roven  n o lo  lie deemed ................................* ............................... .

pena lty  fo r such  n e g le c t ............. ........ ..................................
pena lty  upon em ployés for. o f a n y  letter, packet, bag, or m a il ..

for, Ac., not co n ta in in g  a n y th in g  o f  v a l u e ........* ...........
E m p lo yé s  in  the Post-Office Departm ent, bow  appointed  und bow  m a n y . . .

the ir s a la r ie s ....................................................................................
to lie in struc ted  a s  to the ir  d u t ie s  b y  tlm P o stm aste r G e n e ra l...........
n um b e r and nam es of, Ac., to bo reported  to C o n g re ss  a n n u a lly .......
m ust  take  the odierni o a th ...... .......................................................

form  o f oath .................. .....................................................
befon· w hom  t a k e n ....................................................... .........

abati be subject to penalties, Ac., for v io lation  o f law  w ith  o r  w ith ou t
oath  ......... .........  ......... ............... ......................  ....................

are not perm itted  to hold State  o r m u n ic ip a l offices, i f  sa la ry  is  ove r $1.000 .......................................................................

Pane.
38 Sec.

33 See.

93 Sec. 
03 Sec. 

10-3 Sec. 
29 Sec.
5 Sec
6 Sec.
8 Sec.
9 Sec. 

23 Sec. 
23 Sec. 
23 Sec.

23 Sec.

I
Regula

tions.
i

Sec. Гаде. Sec.
122

122

45
45

279
146·><)

4
G
8

13 1C.0 Sec. 11
15 Ш  Sec. И
15

1G

137
what offices are e x cep ted ......................................................................

shall be exempt from militia duty and from serving on ju ries.......
shall not become interested in any contract for cairying the mail 

nor act as agent, with or without com pen nation, for any contractor
penalty for но doing . . . . . . ................................................................

shall not receive anv Ices or perquisites................................... . .............
penalty upon, for willfully, Ac., removing postage-stamps affixed to

mail matter ....... ............................................................................... ..........
for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which İh part o f

the postal revenue ............................................. ... ...... ..........
for secreting or destroying, Ac., letters. Ae., in their possession 

to be carried by mad, Ac., containing any article o t value. . . .  
for seneting or destroying, Ac., letters, &r., not containing, Ac
tor taking. Ac., any aneli article out o f  such letters ............  . . .
l'or improperly detaining or destroying, ¿ce., any newspaper, Ac 
for knowingly using in prepayment o f postage any postage-

stamps ladero so u s e d .........  .................................................  . . .
tor removing defacing marks from stamps, Ac., with

intent, A o ....................................................................................
for unlawfully detaining letters, Ac., or opening. A c .....................
lor misusing money-order lunds or aiding therein........................

failure, to pay over, Ac., to be prima-Jacie evidence o f  em
bezzlement ......... ...................... ............................. ..................

Engineer and assistant, in the Post-Office Department, bow appointed . . .
their salar e s ................  ...........  .................................................................

Envelopes —Su· Stmvpcd-cntclopc*. Ncibspapcr-wrapjyerts.
record of, to lie kept ......... ........................ ......................................................
letter, and newspaper, «hall bo provided, and known as “ stamped

envelopes’* ............................................. ......................................................
bow to be sold and what not to c o n ta in .........................................

no extra postage shall be charged for curd pi inted upon........................
no wrii ing permitted on, o f  third class m atter,except the address. .. 
bearing indecent or scut pious epithets shall nut bo carried in the

penalty tor knowingly deposit ing, Ac., for mailing ....................
for taking fr«»m tho mail, for the purpose o f  disposing o f .........
search fu , and seizure of, to he made, how, ami by whom .........

"request.”  stamped envelopes bearing a request for the rollini. Ae., 
with name and addı ess ol parties printed, will he furnished without
extra cl largo for p r in tin g ............................................................- ..............

order not to ho tor less than ΓιΟΟ.......................................................
requisii ions for, Imw to be maile.......................... . —  ...................
blank forms for ordet ing, su pp lied ..................................................

119 Sec. 11 
:C 42 Sec. 7 · 
>119 Sec. 12 

119 Sec. 12 
119 Sec. 14

79 Sec. 170

92 Sec. 47

102 Sec. 279 
29 Sec. MG

103 Sec 279 
ill.'i Sec. 2-4

103 Seo. 297

103 Sec. 297 
29 Se c. MG 
38 Sec. 122

38 See. 122 
G Sec. 3 
7 Sor. 1

1G Site. 71

20 See. 169 
211 Sec. 109 
95 SeC. 1 12

137 See. 148 137 See. 118 137 S ie .  148 137 Sec. 5

an· to lie aecoimted for, h o w ...............................................................
Estimates fen the m ening year to be submitted annually to Cong resa, and

under what heads . . .  Λ........  ..............................................
annual, to ho furnished to tho Secretary o f  tho Treasury prior to

November I in each year . . .  .................................................................... .
and n pol led by him to Congress......................................................

Evidence, the depositing ąjf a letter in any post-office to be, that it was
intended to bo er l iw y id  by mail .........................................................................

receipts for registered h Itera to b o ,o f delivery ,...................... ................
postage-stamps attached to mail matter shall be, o f  payment o f  postage

thereon . . .  .................... ..................................... ........................ .................
failure to pn v over money-order funds to bo, o f  embezzlement.............
trntncripl from the money-order books o f tho Auditor shall he, o f 

balance..... ...................................................... .................. .................... .

10 Sec. 9

11 Sec. 19
11 Sec. 19

103 See. 2P0
75 Sec. 128

77 Sec. 1Г.Я
91 Sec. 122

94 Sec. 122

139

172 Sec. Il l 
1G7 Sec. fe3

220 Sec. 374 220 Sec. 374 220 S i c . 375 220 Sec. 370 231 Sec. 3o0

copies uf papirs and transcripta, corti tied by Auditor under seal, shall
is· admitted as .......  ................................................................................

in suns fm balances duo from delinquent postmasters what to be, o f
a dem and..........................................................................................................

Execution.—See ¿suite.

114 Sec. 312 

114 Sec. 313
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Index to ίπβ Postal Laws and R egulations. L aw . R egula-TIONS.

Executive order prohibiting the holding o f State and municipal offices by
pureoiiH bolding civil offices under the Federal G overnm ent.....................

what othccH ex cep ted .......................................................................................
E xpen diture«of any kind must not bo made without the consentid' tbo

Department first obtained ....................................................................................
íor clerk-bin·, rent, fuel, and light, will bo fixed by an order at New

York City, ami at offices o f  tbo first and second c la sses...................
and shall remain lor ono year, or until, &o ...... ...............................

for furniture, stationery, &e., at same otlices, must bo made only under
special authority......... ..................................................................................

allowances for, aro mado out o f  the sin plus revenue o f  an office. —  
and in no caso wdl bo made in excess o f  surplus revenue .. .. 

a reasonable allowance for clerk biro at 8cparating-otliсея may be
made upon application...... .................................................. .......................

receipt must accompany the quarterly account current.........
postmaster* will furnish proper vouchers forali, incurred ................. .

vouchers must accompany their quarterly account current.......
pcnnlty for knowingly swearing falsely in relation to a n y ....................
from tlic contingent fund, to be reported to Congress.............................
quarterly statement o f receipts nlid, shall be transmitted by Auditor

to Secretary o f  the T rea su ry ............. ..................................................... .
Auditor shad report the official forms o f  papers to be used in con

nection wjih, when required .....................................................................
Expense», o f  tbo Department, incidental, to be controlled, subject, «fce., by

tue Postmaster-General ........................................... ............... ............................
curtailments of, to bo reported to Congress annually..............................
o f  preceding year, to be submitted to Congress, and under what heads
o f mail-agents at foreign ports, necessary, to bo allowed........................
o f  postal agents in China or Japan, necessary, may bo paid .................
o f  a postmaster, authorized by law, may bo deducted from receipts o f

office ........................................................................................................
o f  letter carriers, branch oilices, and receiving-boxes, to be kept in

separato account ........................ ................................................................
o f  tlie money-order business, accounts of, to be so kept by tbo Auditor

as to show what .............................................................................................
in nil cases where tbo quarterly, o f  an office exceed the amounts

authorised, the surplus wdl be suspended, л е ........... ..........................
incurred in making deposits will not bo allowed.......................................

nor in collecting moneys due................................................................
Explosive materials to bo excluded from the mails.......................... .................
Express companies.—Sce I1 rivate expresses.

transmission o f  mailablo matter by, over a post route outside tlio
mails, forbidden............................... ’. . . .  ...................................................

penalty for establishing, for carrying letters, & .c ......................
are permitted to carry and deliver b tiers when covered by stamped

envelopes, provided, & c ................................................................................
only letters relating solely to cargo may bo lawfully carried

not so inclosed over a mail route, outside the mail .................
letters unpaid, or prepaid by postage-stamps, cannot bo lawfully car

ried b y ......... .. ................................................................. t...............................
penalty for so carrying...........................................................................

fines will bo imposed upon contractors for running un express to
transmit intelligence in advance o f t ho m ail...........................................

no fees allowed to, which carry the m ail........... ...................... ............. ..
Extra services, applications for allowance for, on account o f  the piosence

o f  military forces, ábe.,must show what.................................................... ........
Falso sweat ing to a quarterly account to be perjury...........................................

penalty for................................................................................................... .....
Failure o f  mails.—See Maiin.
Fees for issuing money-on iers..................................................................................

on orders not exceeding $10, five cents......... ...................................
over $10, and not exceeding Ê-Ч), tell cents..............................
o v e r $*-20, ami not exceeding $.1(1, fifteen cents ...................
over ¿30, and not exceeding $40, twenty cents......................
over £10, and not exceeding ¿50, tw entj-fivo c e n t s ...........

to bo paid in money : »tamps not receivable ..................................
to bo exacted for new order issued to correct error......................
not to be refunded when order is re p a id ........................................
not required on duplicate orders.......................................................
not to Do exacted oil duplicates o f  invalid............... .......................
accounts o f all, may bo required daily ..............................................
accounts to be so kept by the Auditor ns to »hour the amount 

of, received ...........................................................................................

Page, Sec.

!»2 Sec. 2*1 
1U Sec. 10

121 Soc. 22

121 Sec. 22

8 Sec. fi
9 St o. 8 

10 Sec. У
12 Soc. ;·'1
13 Sec. He

18 Sec. 88 

10 Sec. 101 

37 Sec. 120

03 Sec. 133

99 Sec. 228

9У See. 228

10 Soc. 73 
У2 See. ‘24

35 Sec. 107 
35 See. 107 
35 See. İU7 
35 Sec. 107 
35 Sec. 107 
35 See. 107

30 Sec. 11 I 
30 Sec. Il l

37 See. 119 

37 Sec. 120
for Internat iotinI m oney-orders...................................................................
for registering a domestic letter, fifteen cents, in addition to postage

to lie prepaid....................................................... ......................
»hull bo accounted f o r . . . ................... ......................................

75 See. 
V» Sec. 
75 Si c.

127
127
127

certain letter» containing fractional currency, &c., to bo regis
tered without......... .............................................................................

letterato foreign countries ................................................................
lift allowance tuadc lor, paid fin· administering oaths to accounts........
not allowed to any регион who carries the m ail.......................................

75 Sec. 1У0

Page. ¿ice.

137
139 %
15G See. 48

158 Seo. Г.7 
158 See. 57

158 Sec. 57
159 Sec. 58 
159 Sec. 58

15!» Sec, 59 
159 Soc. 59 
159 Sec. GO 
159 Sec. 09

159 Sec. fit 
‘217 Sec. 355 
218 Sec. 305

211 Sec. 399 
211 Sec. 339

177 See. 151 

177 Sec. 152 

177 See. 152

If9 Sec. 281 
183 Sec. 190

15G See. 47

315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec. 815 
315 S '“C. 815 
3J5 Sec. 815 
315 See. 815 
3IC See. 817 
315 Sec. 815 
320 See. 833
325 Sec. 801
326 See. 80.)

33ft Sec. У12 
•255 Sec. 40 !

243 See. 505
о о  Set*. 4(ip 
o*. J SrC. 551 
Ш  Sro. ISO



365

I ndex to tue Г  ostal L aw s  and R egulations.

Fees—Continued.
nor to letter-carriers............................................... ...............................

shnil not ho received In em p loy és ................................................................
símil nut bo aí low ed to route-;» •tents, postal-clerks, or mail-carriers,

l'or receiving and delivering prepaid mail m atter..................................
Remalo clerks in the Post-Cilice Department, how appointed .........................

their salarien . . ..................................................................................................
Female laborei», t heir salaries ............................................. . . ......................... ... ;
Ferryman, penalty upon, for delaying the pa в sago o f the mail, or refusing

to transport the sam o...............................................................................................
Finance ollico, ami business in charge o f ..................................................................

division o f  tiuancG........................ .. ............................................................
division o f [mšíage-stamp8 and stamped envelopes.................................
division of registered letters..........................................................................
division o f  dead letters . . .  .............................................................................

Finances o f  the Department to be reported to Congress an n u a lly ................
Fines.—See Penalties.

upon employés, for willfully neglecting to deposit any m oney...........
may bo imposed upon contractor» l'or delinquencies...............”. ____
will be imposed upon contractors, unie»» delinquency be satisfac- |

toriIу explained................................................................................................r
for  failing to take from or  deliver at a poat-offico the mail, ol

any part o f  i t ......................................................................................
for sufleri и g it to bo wet. injured, lost, or destroyed...............
for conveying it in a manner that exposes it to depredation,

loss, or in jury......................................................................................
for n fusing to convey it b y  any coach, ear, or boat which the

contractor rims on the route, beyond, Air................................... .
for not arriving at the time fixed iu the schedule___ , . _________
for running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in

advance o f  the mail ........................................................................
upon contractors for transporting the foreign »m ils................................
may bo remitted, with written consent o f  Postmaster-Gen eral _____
all. imponed for any violation, A c., shall, when recovered, be paid into

th·· T reasury,except......................................................................................
shall bo deposited as part o f the postal revenue.......................................
to lie reported to Congress annually................................ .............................

Firemen in the Post-Oflieo Department, how appointed ...................................
their salaries . . . . ___ .... ............................................................... ................

First Comptroller o f tlm Treasury Department, decision of, on appeal from ¡
1 he A miilor, shall bo tínal........................................................... ............................

Folders in tin· Po.st-OUicc Department, bow appointed.....................................  i
Foreign munir-ics, rates o f  postage on mail mutter conveyed Imi tween the ¡

United State» and, may be reduced or increased... .....................................
contracts may be matle for carrying tho mail through........................

may iio revoked whenever, A c ......................................... ................
but fair indemnity shall be awarded, A c .........  ............................

Foreign governments, arrangement» may bo made with, for exebauge, by
postal-order», o f small minis o f  m oney....................................................... .........

espouses thereof, how to bo paid .................................................................
Postmaster-General may make treaties, or pontal conventions with

copies of, shall be Kent t o Secretary o f  Stato........................ ..........
havo Ικνη concluded with what countries.......................................
offices o f exchange in the United States пшют........................ ..

Foreign mails, superintendent of, how appointed....... .......................................
his sa la ry .................. ............................................................................
may act as special agent ......................................................................
allowance to. for traveling expenses as special agent.............

resident mail ag' iıcie» nnv bo (-»tablUhcd at Panama, A*piiiwnll,
IJa\ana,Saint Thomas, A c ............................ .......... ............................

mail ng' nt» may l»o appointed in steamers on routes between San
Francisco, -Japan, and China, A c ......... ....... .............................................. .

general perniai agency may bo с··. I a Wished at Shanghai, or, Ac., with
branch agencies................... ................. ......................................................

offices exchanging, «hall bo furnished with postal balance», denomi
nated in gram», A c ........................................................................................

rates o f  postages ou lettors, newspaper», Ac., to or from foreign { (..in
tri.-; .......  .................................... i ....................................................

unpaid postage on matter received b e ,to  bo collected in coiti,orile
equivalent ......................................... ............................................ ..............

foreign dead-letter» .»hall be»uhjert to convenţional stipulation»._____
t ■ ■ » imp- ri atiou of. run v be cont meti d I n  after udvcıl isi u g ......... ..........
shall bo transported in steam ship».............................. ...............................

but may be, i i enUing veescla............. ............................................
pay for transportation...................................................... ............................. .
Lie » may bo imposed upon cont ractors for, A c .........................................
contracts not to be assigned...........................................................................

08»i*riiniciitHto bo null and vo id ........................................... .............
shall contain stipulation for tÍm right to discontinuo.................

detained in foreign ports, consul» nut bori zed to pay postage oa .......
Binil mattı r to or fiom the. United State» by foreign venstde, except, 

Ac., io he subject, to pontage, if, A c ............. .............................................

L a w .

Page, Sec. 

İ19 Sec" İ 1

СГ) Sec. 22(1
5 Sec. 3
6 Si c. 4
7 Sec. 4

101 Sec. 242

9 Sec. 8

92 See. 43 
19 Sec. 2CG

R egula·
TlUNS.

Page. See. 
l'JU Sec, 227

HO Sec. 4
149 Sec. 4
149 Sec. 4

149 Sec. 4

199 See. «8-1

199 Si-c. 284
199 Sec. 284

199 Sec. 284

199 Sire. 281
199 Sec. 284

199 Sec. 384
Γ>7 S re. 270

113 Sec. 310

n:i See. Г>7
32 Sec. 42
9 Sec. 8
<; Sec·. :í
7 Sec. 4

11 Sec. 25
lí Sec. 3

19 Sec. 107
49 Sec. 201
49 Sec. 203
49 Sec. 203

ΓΜ Ser. 103
: » Sec. 103
Mí Sec. 107
35 Sí 20

r Sec. 3
r. Sec. 4

12 Sec. :m
12 Sec. 31

Sec. 30

55 S··«·. 37
r(.-t Sec. 38

50 Sec. 105

50 Sec, 165
50 Sec. 31 '7
50 Sec. 7
5ιί Sf c. 208
57 Sec. 203
57 Sec. 209
57 Sec. 27(1
I»· Sec. 271
57 SiC. 271
57 Sec. 2'.2
5« Sec. 215

v S.4'. 277

: :ρ·Ιϊ Sec. 79fl 
30« See. 797
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tions.

foreign  maila—Continued.
to In* delivered to, and taken from, tbo United States post-office 

penalty for failure.......................................................................

Page. See. 
50 See. «7? 
59 Sec. ■

Page, Sec. 

306 Sec. 703
are dispatched lor Europe when. and vr honro ..............................

lor the West Itulies and Smith American sta tes .............
for Japan, Clima, anıl llie Sandwich Is la n d s .....................

Canada, mails of, may lie litui sported over t erri lory o f  tbo United 
States, 1join. &.(*., if reciprocal privilege is granted ......... ................ .. 57 Sco. 273 

о л Sec, 21,1

57 Sec- 271

3ffi> Sec. 73d 
3l)7 SCO. 7:JO 
307 Sec. 80Ö j

mails, when но transponed, to bo deemed Uniteti Suites

offices o f exchange for mails to or from .......................................... 302 Sec. 732

303
308
308

IU Sc«. 8
Forici tures —See J'cnultìcH.

proceedings to enforce, o f packages or parcels seized by special
Pfi Sec. 237

may ho remitted with written consent o f  Posi master (Jenerał ...........
imposed lor violat inn o f  tho ]tostai laws, to bo recovered by A u d itor ... 

and also aí ising under ot her «tal liles where. A c . ........................

115 Sec. *118
12 .! s.·!,·, a;i
122 Scu. ‘23

198 See. 2S2
and not exceeding a quarters pay. when mails have been lelt for Ilio

осееш mudai ion cd' passe uge f »  ....................................................
or li ave not been delivered immediately upon a rr iv a l............... .

Forging.—See CVUnte tje i t ing.
pemil t у for, ııl Irring or, any bond. hid. propusni, guarantee, security, 

official hond, public record, affidavit, or other writing, for tho pur
pose o f  defrauding tho Utiitcd Stales .................................................. l f 7 Soc. M l 

IU7 Sio. ЖII

199 Sec.
199 See. ‘283

Form of oath to lie taken l»y all employés in tbo postal serv ice ......................
by bidder, to accotiinucy proposals for cnir.wug the mail .......
by m aster*of vessels leaving the United Stales, A c ....................

23 Sec. 15 
45 Sec. 240 
51 Seo. 233

151 See. 11

71 See, 102
by postmasters, to aceoin pany quart eri у re tu rn s ........................

o f  record to he kepi o f  packages o f  stamps passing, A c,, through
240 See. 530 

224 Sec. 400
240 Si c. 534
25(i

Of dead lel tef bill .......................................................................................... 250
2515

ot official papers to be decided on by the Postmaster-General .............
Fractional currency, certain letters containing, to be registered without

tí See. 0 

75 Sec. 190 243 Ser. Г. 05
2 53 Sec. 500
201 See. 314

134
all o|lj.-jal correste tulenco and other mailable matter scut front, or 

addicaseli to. any officer o f  the Go verti incut, or person heretofore 
authorized to frank ым-h matter, chargeable wi b tin* наше rales o f 
iwstage ns. A»·., upon like tn l tei sent by or t » oilier persons 

nil law* permitting the transmission b\ mail o f  any free matter
repealed ................................................  ................. ........

Fraud, suits shall he brought to cover money paid by mistake or through. 
Fraudulent representai ions, huíl to be broil; lit to recover money paid in 

consequence o f  . . . .
Fraudulent se len es  for obtaining money not to be earned by mail, or

Ш

"ifi See. :i 
111 Sec. 50

13 See. 50

Г.4 See 1 -10
penalty for depositing .......................... ..............................................
payment o f  postal money orders to persons engaged in, may 

be fol bidden, alai atm lint · 1 sneb orders returned to leiuit’.e is 
postmaster* may In* di eet ed i«> return registi m l letters ui hin а>ч d 

to such persons, marked ’ fi ¡indolent "
but no person authorized to o|h*ii any letter not addressed to 

IiÌiiimmI*
penalty lor misusing the post-office estabPshnient by öpenine corro* 

spriiilenee willi |н гнои-devising, with intent. Ac., aud placing, Ac., 
b iter*  ill post -office .................................

04 Sec. 14H 

ÍK) Sec. :wio 

90 Sec. 300 

03 Sec. 300

00 See. 301
Free deliv* i n system —See fitter  ('iirri^rx.

salar'V and pei di ut <·Ι tin* speriat agent of. to be charged to the 
appropriatin'· for ........ 13 Sec. 33

of mail mat le i. 1 *U· r-e riers to Ih· emploved l’or, iti wh »t p l i e r s ___
Fuel, expenses and estimati s for. to be submi toil a i.Dually to C«»tigre s 

how t » be accounted for
c«*sl of. imiv be alloţx < tl to postmasters o f tirst and second classes, 

and at New York C ity .......................................................................... . .

135
10 Sec. Я 
10 See. 10

153 ScO. 57
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tions.

Forniture. reasonable allowance may be made, upon tbo order o f  the 
Postmaster-General, for tin· пссенвагу expenses o f ........................................

j\i<jc. See.

12 Sec. :tr, 
1 2 Sec. liii

rtarje. See.

1Л Sec. M

2ri See. 67

allowances for «leaks will not lie nindo, uniósa net proceeds exceed
$5 per quarter ........................................................................... .................

Garnish«·«·**. alter publication o f  notice «»f attachment in ease o f abscond
ing debtors. persons ill de bled to, or having propert}' o f  defendants, to

117 Si'c. 32-1

154 Sec. 33

117 Sec. 324
1C7 Sec. 83

Glit enterprises, circulars lor. not lo lio  curried by mail, «ir deposited in oftice G4 Sec. 119

‘20 Sec. 79
27 Sue. 7!.

penalty fur inisiming the prmt-оШсо establishment by op«'niug corre- 
bpotnU in o, íce., willi intent to defraud, unii plating, ¿ce., lettera in

00 Sec. 301
payment o f  postal money-order» to persons, &c., engaged in. may bo 

forbid leu umi tb.« suni so remitted retnrned to ılı«* n niitiers . . .  
rotisi ered b l ters ad« 1 ressed to snili persons. dcc.. may Undirected to

bo marked “ fraudulent." anil returned to lbo ηι·ιι«1«·ι*η ......... ..
but no poraoii authorize«! t«» open a letter not addressed to 1

h im self.................................... ..........................................................
Glass, packages containing, must bo excluded from tin* m a ils ....... ................
Guarantee, every proposal tor carrying the mail shall ho accompanied by

22 Sec. 300

22 Sec. 300

‘22 S«*c. 300 
Ü3 See. 133

45 Sec. 215

107 Soo. 87

İUİ Sec. 272
107 Sec. ‘294
1U7 Sec. ‘294

Guarantor, postmasters must uot certify to tbo snlliciency of, without
100 See. 277

101 Src. 247

Horse express, <*ontract forcarr} ing I. tier mail by, may be made when 
Hours, during which pust-otlie.o shall be kepi open, to h«· prescribed by tbo

Post nastel-Genital ..................................... .........................
schedule o f  tlie, o f  arrival ami departure o f mails to bo furnished to

21 Sec. 212 

15 Sec. C8G

Id Sec. 7n
Hi Sec. 70

Incidental expenses, reasonable allowance may bo made, upon tbo order o f  
tho l ’ostiuaster-Geueral. for Пеееннигу................................................................. 12 Sec. 30

postaba geut** in China and J a p a n ........... - ........................................ l.t S«*c. 3Č

28 Si c. 81

•  f  money onler business, to bo paid out o f  ilio proceeds o f  that
33 See. 124

allowances for, will not be mado to postmaster for expenses in pay
ing « ver, or in collecting moneys due t ho Department 

are made nut o f  tho surplus revenue o f nn о Ilice lor expenses, &c.,
218 Sec. 30Γ> 

1.70 Sec. 53
all orders on which, are tundo shall have tlieir true date allixcd ______ 1*20 Sec. IS 

l;0  S i  C . İH
to be con!rolled, subiect, « fe e  , by tbo Posimastı г-Geiieral ....................

Indemnity shall be awarded to contractor for carrying the mail through
foreign eonntry when contract is revok ed ..........................  ................. ........

Indian country." laws defining punishment for depredations committed

tí Sec. 0 

49 Sec. 2G3 

10G Sec. 2H9
Informer, one-half o f pecuniary penalties to go to, and the other half to

the United States except. &c . . .  ................................................................. $
no p.nt o f  any penalty accrues to prosecutor except where the act so

33 S« c. 57 
115 Sec. 317

213 Sec. 317 
1(12 See. 72

la stra d  ions :
• received b\ postmaster are to he filed in the office, and turned over

Depiiitineut simuld la* addressed lor. by (Mistmaster when in doubt 
postmasters «re required to give the мише attention to, when printed

Λ 4  l o  « p í o . I « I i n a n ı l ı r ı  11 »t 1- I l e l s  ......................
bh.»ild obtain a 1 borough knowledge o f  his duties by a careful

reading o f ................................................................... ..........................
ignorance of, cannot lie accepted as an excuso for their viola

tion .........................................................................................................

.......................

15ti Sec. 4d 

15Г. Sec. 49 

150 Sec. 51 

15ij Sec. 51
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Intorret, in all fiuits for balance due, Ле., «ball bo recovered at the rate
Гауе. See. j 

113 See. 308

I 'aye. Sec.

ром tn jaa tera not authorized to receive, on deponi ta o f  public m oney.. 
Inventories to bo kept by tlio Postrausler-Gonerul o f ali public property in

İ3G

10 See. 10
to l»o made o f  public property by postmasters in duplicate ou taking

loJ Sec. 20
Judgments. (See Suits.)

not collectable in full may be compromised with written consent o f
115 Sec. 315

Jurisdiction, act conferring, in relation to offenses, ........................................
in cases o f  seizures o f  obscene books, &c .......................... ........................ 137 Sec. 5 

110 Sec. 11

279 See. C73

J iistice, ÏJrpartnn nt of, directions of, to be obeyed in suits under postal laws
l i t  Sec. 300

statement o f  judgm ents, &c., obtained to be forwarded to, at end o f
111 Sic. 300
l i t  Sec. 300

may direct а snit iu chancery when proceedings at law for money due
114 Sec. 310

ceri ¡lied copies o f  papers to bo sent to, in suits against delinquent
114 See. 311 215 Sec. 211 

151 Sec. lä

279 Suc. G73

Justices o f  ilio peace may serve as postmasters unless, Л с ...............................
authorized to arrest and imprison, &c., for offenses against the postal

K eys.—See Mail-keys,
o f  street lotu r-boxcs must bo returned by letter-carriers after last

191 Sec. 241

7 ScC. 4
in tbo Auditor's ollice, how appointed............................................................

their sa la r ie s ......................... .............. ....................................................
band-grants, railway companiei having, to carry the mail at what prices , . .

132 Sec. 20 
122 Sec. 27 
21 Sec. 214

102 Sec. Tl

Id2 See. Idő

these aro his privato property, but tlio revenues must ho
lóã Sec. ΙΠβ

Department non her owns, erects, nor repairs, except, A x ., 
may be m iied  quarterly or yearly in advance................................

1«0 Sec. 104 
I-ü Sec. 203 
lód Sec. 20ã

18G Sec. 20G

lock-boxes may be provided by box-holders at I heir own expense. 
which shall become the property ol the Uniteti States,

23 Sec. 44 

23 Sec. 44
so long as persons owning boxes permit them to remain,

rent mitst- bo collected for timse that are u sed .................
list o f  all box-holders unisL ho kept, with the number o f  tho

íeo Sec. 200 

185 Sec. 199
list iodio examined by special agents, and to bo delivered

195 Sec. 199
receipt from lato postmaster for box-rent paid entitles bidder to

ltd Src. 202
each box or drawer restricted to ilio uso o f  оно family, linu, or .......... ............

............
person ivnting may have letters o f bis family, linn, or company

ISO Sec. 201
also letters to friends stopping tomporai ily w ith him, if

directed, A c ............... .............. ..................................................
but letters to other persons iti sanio placo not to bo in-

ltd Sec. 201 

I8ö Sec. 201
simuld bo provided at offices, or private residence». In ci tic .-»where

letter-carriers are employed, to save delay in dclivcty  ..........
rente of, must bo paid nt least otm quart· г in advance ...............

must be paid on boxes put up by private parties for tin ir
20 Sec. İd-İ

14d Sec. !» 
Icö Sec. 108

lili Sec. 20G
shall be accounted forn» part o f  tho postal revenue . . .  

ally part thereof not collected, post mästet s shall be 
held acci i i i  u tal ile foe as if  collected .......................

32 Sec. 43 

32 Sec. 43

löd Sec. 203 

1S3 Sí c. 109
record o f  receipts P»r, to be kept...............................................
amount received for, to lie verilimi by until when required.

false swearing therein to he pi-rjttry ..........................
salary o f jHistmaster may bo re adjusted in case o f  extra·

İd See. 71 
2d Sec.. 73 
2d SCO. 73

in adjusting miko у the w lude amount of, reported in sworn
statement is allowed ns part o f salary ........... ......... ..

i f  postmaster fails to nutko report or, &c., ho is charged ....................... LG Ser. 2 0 

ISO Sec. 200
retiring post master must leave with his successor a record 

o f receipts given f o r ................................................................ IdG Sec. 204
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Letter-boxes—Continued.
in the absence o f this record, parties claiming must

produco evidence o f  paym ent..................................
allowance may be made to postmasters for decrease in. 

caused by lice  delivery o f letters...................................

Page. S e c . 

17 Sec. 83

Paye. & c’ 
leli Sec, ¿l14

street, may lie established in places where letter-carriers are employed, 
and also iVr .....................

must be kept in repair, and linuly fastened to the p o s t ............. mı SCO. Μ»

expi ases of, &c., to be kept and reported in separato account ..
malicious injuries to, to be reported by httın -carriers...............
arrangements to be m adefor the arrest o f all persons found

li» Sec. İ01 102 Sec. 
102 Sec.

anti o f all persons in carriers’ uniform collecting from, at unu
sual h ou rs ...................... ............. „................... ....................................

penalty for willfully in ju r in g ......... ...................................................
tor will fully, &c., injuring mail matter iu, &c., or for aid·

93 Sec. 90 

10*2 Sue. *278 

135

192 Sec. 251 
102 SeC. '-.'2

Letter-carriers, shall ite employed for the free delivery o f mail matter at

tire apponili d amt removed by the Postmaster-General........................
upon the recommendation o f the postmaster where they are to

152 Sec. 21 

1-7 Sec. 208
applicai ions l'or must bo made to the First Assistant Postmaster- 

General ............................................ ....... ....................................................... 1ST Sec. 207
must state the namo iu lull, age, occupation, &c., and qualiii-

irnist be over twenty-one years o f  age, and under forty-live; must
be, & e ..............................................................................................................

........................ ' Irt Sec. 210 

1-7 Ser. Щ
their anlttry..................................... ................................................................... (ill Sit . !):t Irt S  e. 21'

»ball not· receive any fees or perquisites , ..................................................
must take ·>;ч111 o f «ilice lg*fore entering on d u t y ....................................
shall give honds, with sureties......... .............................................................
nml es of, to he deemed post-roads .............................................................
tini form dress to be worn by, may be prescribed by Postmaster-Gen

Ito s ic ! II 
23 Sec. 15 
lil Set . 1)7 
*10 Sec. 205

00 Sec. 04

J'I.I Sec. 227 
150 Sec.
1-7 Sec.
10.1 Sec.

uniforms must be furnished at· their own expenso.... ............ .. IMI See. Slfi

arrangemente to be made for the arrest o f  persons, not author- '
tini Sec. 251

00 Sec. lí4
01 Sire. 00

cities musi be districted to secure the most advantageous employ -

1 ■ Ί  See. 220
IMI See. 221
189 Sec. 225

must receive all prepául letters, but are forbidden to wait for
100 Sce. 220

must collect excese o f  postngo charged ................................
ure forbidden to deliver mail matter w ith uncancelcd stamps ........................ JOO Sec. 227 

190 Sın*. 227
or lo deliver matter w hich has not passed through the

190 Sec, 228
or to exhibit any mail matter intrusted to them, except,

&C......... ............................................ .............................................. 190 Sec. 228
ЦЦ) Sec. ‘328
J! U Sec. 228

or 1«» engage in any business not connected with this

letters i о persons, &c., not box-holders, whose residence can be
ascertained, must be delivered accord in g ly ...............................

no extra pesingo shall he charged on muttur collected or delivered by 
shall ma he iei|itin d io  distribute weekly m wspapera within tho

«1 šlic. i ô o
100 Sec. 231 
100 Sec. 227

windows o f  carriers’ department to I n · opened for <1« livery, when . . . 190 Sec. 230 
190 Sec. 33*3

the mimin i o f  daily trips must not he reduced without the authority
...........t ITO Sec. 233

citizens supplied by carriers should be induced to provide letter*
1U0 Sec. 271

must not In permitted lo  sell postage-stamps, &c.t except iu limited
1110 Sec. 235

must return their satchels, keys, and undelivered mail matter to the
otilen n ft tin la.st daily delivery......................  ...................................

must In  held strictly accountable for the keys lo  the letter-boxes------
are forbidden to return letters deposited in the street U tier-boxes to

П1 Sec, 211 
lut Sec. 243

191 Ser. 241
blank-lmoks furnished for this service to be correctly kept................. ........................1 lot Sec. 245 

191 S í  c. 240
when disobeying orders, to he reprimanded or reported, S¿ о .................. ........... 101 Sec. 2J7

‘ U  ł> < !
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Letter-carriers—Continued.
must pive receipts for all registered letters, except, dec., and tako

receipts fo r th »  наше when d e livered ............................................. .......
caution in delivery to be exercised....................................... ...........

will coliért mail matter deposited in receiving-boxes............................
w ill report to  tbe pOHlmaster any ease o f  malicious injury to street

letter-boxes, or o f  malicious assault, & c.................................................
vacancies may bo filled temporarily by postmasters, when...................
midit iona 1, must not be employed until postmasters are notified, <fcc.
substitutes, and their salary.........................................................................
leave o f absence to, when granted, and by w h om ..................................
w ill forfeit their pay when absent without leave,or will bo reported,

& e ........... ..................................... . . . . .............................................................
expenses of, &.С., to be kept and reported in separate accounts.........
letters relating to this branch o f  the service must be addressed to

the First Assistant Post mas ter-Gen oral.............................. .................
Letter-envelopes.—Sec Stamped Envelopes.
Letter-mail, may be separated from tins other mail, when..............................

contract for carrying, by horse express, may bo made, when..
separato carriugo of, may be provided for, when, <¿c..............................

Letters, drop, or local, arc not to he advertised as dead letters....................
postage on, delivered through tlm carriers....................................

«lel¡vered where frec-dclivcry system is not established, 
may bo forwarded, charged with deficient postage, in largo 

cities, when inadvertently prepaid at drop lett« r rates only . 
foreign, when received, and believed to contain articles subject to

duty, customs officers to bo notified.........................................................
letters and packages must be retained lbr examination.............
pac kages, w in n seized, ¿¿c., to be opened by officers in presence

o f  postmaster and o f  parties addressed.....................................
but letters cun only ho opened by parties addressed___

rates o f  postage o n .............................................................................
consuls authorized to pay foreign postage on, for the United

States,detained in foreign p o r t s ........... . ......................................
amount to bû collected on the delivery o f ........... . .............

to or from the United Slates by foreign vessels, to be subject
to postage, if, & .c ................................................................................

fraudi.% nt, penalty for misusing the post-office by opening corre
spondence with intent to defraud, auu placing, &«·., in post-ollicc.. . .  

proceedings for trial, conviction, &i*., o f  the last named nib пне 
penalty for knowingly depositing in a post-office, concerning

lotteries, &c., tob e  sent by m ail......................................................
lost should be promptly reported, and to whom ......... ...........................

all the circumstances should be stated .................................
official, all, o f  whatever nature, shall bo charge a bio with the same

rates o f postage as those o f other pat t ies .................................  ...........
o f t ho Post-Office Department shall bo registered freo o f  charge

i f  required.............................................................................................
from any Department aro not In* advertised ...................................

i f  unchiinied, must bo returned to the Department in
which thev originated................................................ .............

must never bo sent to the dead-letter o ffice ..........................
registered, must never he sent except in registered-package envelopes

if  package too large,&c., lmw tob e  wrapped ................................
not to he tied or w rapped with other le tters ................................. ..
how to be n u m b ered ............................................................................
how to be receipted fo r . ......................’ ..........................................

subsequent receipts during transmission ............................
number to be recorded during transm ission..................................
at separating offices, postmasters to make note o f registered

m atter.....................................................................................................
receipts not to be given for, without careful examination...........

route-agents, &c., bow to obtain receipts for ................................j

must be carried by route-agents, &<·., in leather pouch separate
must be kept by  postmasters secure and separato..........................
pouch containing, by whom tob o  opened, and how .....................
now to he delivered by post masters..................................................

by carriers.............................................. ....................................
to be handed in letter-carriers* and receipt taken..........................

w lieu delivered by carrier receipt to be taken....................
any unpaid postage on, to bo collected..............................................
may bo forwarded on w ritten request.............................. ; ..............

without additional feo or postage..........................  .............
“  request,” to be returned to postmaster, i f  bearing writer’s

n a m e ......................................................................................................
i f  not, to bo sent to dead-letter o ffice ....................................
“ returned,” to bo delivered to writer, &.c............................

when not received by postmaster, return bill to be indorsed and
. sent back, and facts reported, & с., «ко...........................................
envelopes of, to be kept for twelve months.....................................
reports to bo mude quarterly...............................................................

Page. Sec.

CO Sec. 95

Cl Sec. 101

21 Sec.
21 Sec

212
2122*2Sec. •240.... 228 Sec. 4011 01 See. İ.V7

i bl Sec. 157

• 82 Sec. 185 170 Sec. 1.1C
....

150 Sec. 52

I - - 157 Sec. 53
157 Sec. 50

I “ Sec. 105 303 Sec, 801

53 Sec. 275 
.08 See. 27.0

58 See. 277

100 See. 
10'.' Sec.

OC Sec. 149

134

75 Sec. 127

Page. Sec.

191 Sec. 248
101 Sec. 248 
180 Sec. 2*20

102 Sec. 252 
le9 Sec. 218 
189 See. 219 
187 See. ‘213 
189 Sec. 221

189 Sec. 222,
192 Sec. ‘250 j

192 Sec. 2531

75 See. 128

•270 Sec. 003 
•270 Sec. 024

228 Sec. 401

230 Sec. 437 230 Sec. 437 238 Sec. 480
237 Sec. 478
238 Sec. 481 238 Sec. 480 238 Sec. 4.-3 23.8 Sec, 481 238 Sec. 1-5
2:19 Sec. 486 
239 Sec. 487
239 Sec. 88 

See. 489 
Sec. 490

240 See. 490 
*210 St c. 491 
240 Sec. 190240 See. 493 213 Sec. 504
191 Sec. 218192 See. 248241 Sec. 494 241 See. 495 *241 See. 495
241 Sec. 496 
241 Sec. 49G 
241 See. 497

241 Sec. 498
242 Sec. 499 
242 See. 500
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Letters—Continued. Page. Sec.

ceriain, containing fractional currency, to bo registered with.
30 See. 190 

22 See. 300 

22 Seo. 300

when addressed to persona engaged in g ift enterprises, A c., to

but postmaster not authorized to open any letter not atl-

ofhcial letters o f the Department shall be registered free o f
75 Sec. 127

letters shall be registered only on the application o f  the party

the fee therefor shall not exceed 20 cents iu addition to

receipts shall he taken upon the delivery of, showing, Ac., to
7.7 Sec. 128 
7,"» Sec. 128to ho priina-facie evidence o f delivery..................................

i
foreign countries to which letters can ho reg istered ............... |

no “ return registered-letter receipt”  used..........................

may bo registered on prepayment o f  the nsual rate o f
312 Sec. ВОТ

but. cannot be registered* Ac., where no fee is  stated 
should he treated by postmasters iu all respects as do-

the route by which, »Sce., should be plainly marked on the

are returned unopened from dead-letter oflice to conn -

“ request,”  a request to return letter to writer may bo printed upon
77 Sec. 1G9

letters i f  prepaid, not called for, Ac., hearing special request 
for  their return, must bo promptly returned at expiration of

83 Sec. 198

i f  prepaid, and bearing name and address o f writer, also to be 
returned ................. ..... ..................................................... ................ ........................

dates o f receiving and o f  rein ailing to ho stamped thereon

if, after their return, not delivered within one month, to he

statement o f  whole inimber returned each quarter to bo sent

scurrilous, bearing scurrilous epithets or prints upon envelopes ex·
130 Sec. 148

masters o f  steamboats under contract, Ac., to deliver all, re
ceived by them, or by any person employed on ilidir b oa ts ,.. 

masters o f  other steamboats to deliver all, brought by them, 
destined, A c., to posi masters, Ac., to be charged with postugo 53 Sec. 223

shall receive 2 cents lor each letter delivered, unless, A c.
penalty for neglecting to d e liv e r ...........................................

masters o f  vessels from foreign ports to deliver into the jiost- 
о lb co all, brought, Ac., addressed to any person in tho United

54 Sec. 223 
54 Sec. 223

59 Sec. 277
rates o f  postage not to he increased on letters, Ac., carried i n a 

private vessels from one port in ilio United States to another,
though a part o f tho voyage bo over a poet-road....... ................

hut i f  tho whole o f the water ho a poet-road, inland
postage will ho ch arged ........... ..............................................

postmasters to seo this law enforced.......................................
postmasters to obtain 1γ ··ί ι  the master o f the ship corti Acato o f 

number o f  letters, with name o f ship, Ac., and to pay said

if  delivered into the post-offleo by a passenger or sailor

hut to lie charged with ship-letter postage and tho

w hen received from masters, Ac., o f steamboats on waters de
cla m i post-roads, to he charged as if conveyed in tho mail

eboulil go luto (lie bande o f  a route-agent when placed on a 
mail-steamboat wbero loute-agout is in charge o f  m ails ..........

B e g u l  A-
TIONS. !

Petge. Sec. 
213 Soc. GOT

235 Soc. m  
του &  İli? 

азе Soc. -io» 
ami 400 

Seo. 4T9 
212 Sec. 501

312 Sec. 80T

313 Soc. 80S 
313 Sec. 808

313 Sec. 809

234 Sec, 402

231 Soc. 410 
231 Sec. 140

231 Sec. 441 
231 Sec. 442 
228 Sec. 481

231 Sec. 440

232 Sec. 44'

232 Sec. 448 1

108 Sec. 89 í 
108 Sec. 84 ! 
182 See. ITT

182 Sec. ITS .

182 See. 1T9 \ 
1 S< ‘C. 17!·
ItH Sec. I>:« 
Ír:] Sec. 17!· 1

lr‘2 Sec. 180 
182 Sec. Ic4 I

182 Sec. 181

183 Sec. M  
183 Soc. 182 I

183 Sec. 183 

183 Sec. 184 

183 Sec. 184

183 Sec., 195 
183 SeC. Ico

183 Sec. 1ST
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Letters—Continued.
master o f  vessel not entitled to compensation on such

letters ........................................................................................
nono but prepaid letters should be received on such

steamboat..................................................................................
what to lie done with unpaid letters......................................

letters can be conveyed outside o f the mail on steamboats, &c., >
when covered by stamped envelopes........... . ..............................j

such letters need not be delivered to postmaster on the
arrival o f  Ilio vessel.................................................................

account o f steamboat letters received to bo kept, and h ow ........
no Iocs allowed to any vessel, or person on board, which carries

the m ail...................................................................................................
letters by vessels not regularly employed shall pa}* double ?

p osta g e ............................................................................................... 5
payment fur carrying the mail to vessels not regularly employed 

but letters must bo promptly delivered to entitle the car
rier to p aym ent. .......................................................................

with what postage chargeable......................................... ........
i f  addressed to any port in a foreign country, no feo to bo al

lowed thereon to tlio carrier............................................................
such letters should bo marked “ sh in ” ...............................................

soldiers and sailors’ unpaid, may bo sent by  m ail......................................
i f  written by commissioni d officers they cannot be certi

fied as soldiers’ or naval letters.............................................
must bo markt d, over tho address, “ soldiers' letter,”  or

”  naval letter,”  and how certilied........... V ..........................
postage on, must be marked and collected on delivery 

if  duly certified, must be forwarded, charged with amounts due
at prepaid rates on ly ....... ....................................................... ...........

i f  not duly certilied, to bo mailed, but rated with postage to bo
collected on d e livery ................ .................. , ....................V..............

unpaid, domestic, Ar., except, Sec., wholly unpaid or paid loss than one
full rate, «ball bo sent t«> tho dead-letter o f f ic e ......................................

but in large cities, certain, paid at drop-letter rates, may bo for
warded, charged with tho deficient postage..................................

dead, defined............................  ........................................................................
are divided into six c lasses...................................................................
unclaimed, those not called f o r ....................................... ....................

must be returned to dead-letter office when .........................
should there bo nono to send, fact must bo s ta ted ..............
how to bo stainţicd............. ·........................................................
i f  the seal be broken tho fact must be noted........................

; a return, each class must be put into separate

L aw. R egula
tions.

Puffe. Sec.

in iiiakinc
packages.

each return must be accolli nan icd by a b ill..........................
and by duplicato o f  tue advertised lis t s .....................
duplicate lists to lm preserved............. . ......................
aggregate bill at the end o f each quarter to he mado

from duplicates retained ....... ...................................
to be verified by affidavit ...................................

when η umber exceeds one hundred, to lie put into
two packages, with bill, bow folded..........................

i f  too great to be enveloped, to be placed in a locked
pouch................................................................................

i f  originating in any o f the Departmente, not to be sent
to dead-letter office, but returned to Department ...........

i f  registered, to bo returned ; but if, &¿c., to bo sent to D e
partment......................................................................................

never to be sent with ordinary letters................... .
when containing money aro forwarded to u postmaster;

efforts to discover owners must bo made............................
secrecy os to contents must be m aintained.............

penalty for violation o f this rule ....................
when they cannot be delivered atter thirty days, to

be returned to dead-letter office, registered ............
i f  not registered and lost, postmaster respon

sible ........................................... ..........................
must never be forwarded to another office.................
money unclaimed from, to he deposited as part o f

tho postal revenues ......................................................
rolnin fi tters, without any inclostirc, may be for

warded ..............................! ..............................................
when containing valuables, shall bo registered in dead-

letter office ..................... ...........................................................
contents, lmw disposed o f ..........................................

¡I containing articles o f value, other than money, arc not 
to bo registered when returned to Depaitment unless

so received ............................................................................
no record is kept o f letters not containing articles o f  value 
return letters must bo stamped with date o f  receipt and 

reason for non-delivery......... .................................................

52 Sec. ίϊ)!Ι I

53 Sue. lficj
54 Soc. 224

53 Si c. 106

CO Sec. 155

g*2 See. 195 

82 Soc. 195

gl Sec- «

?2 ScC 
SJ *cC‘

196196

Page. Sec.

183 Sec. 187

183 Sec. 187 
183 Sec. 187 
177 Sec. 151 
183 Sec. 188

183 Sec. 188 
İ83 SeC. 189

183 Sec. 190 
183 Sec. 191 
313 Se c. 812
183 Sec. 191

184 Soc. 191 
184 Sec. 192

164 See. 193 
184 Sec. 193 
175 Sec. 130

181 Sec. 173

181 Ser. 174 
ltíl Sec. 17*1

181 Sec. 176

181 Sec. Í75

226 Sec. 413 
У 20 Sec. 41! 
226 Sec. 41-1 
229 Sec. 426 229 Sec. 427
*» «Η«*»
229 Sec. 429

229 Sec. 430 
229 Sec. 431
229 Sec. 43.'
230 Sec. 433

230 Sec. 436 
230 Sec. 436

230 Sec. 434

230 Sec. 435

230 Sec. 437
230 Sec. 438 
230 Sec. 138

232 Sec. 449 
232 Sec. 449 
232 Sec. 449

232 Sec. 450

232 Sec. 430 
232 See. 451

232 Sec. 453

232 Si c. 452
233 Sec. 461

233 Sec. 454 1
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Letters—Continued,
newspapers, periodicals, <tc., aro not to be returned to 

dead-letter ottico . - ........... . . ........... *........................... . .......

Vage. Sec. Page. &*·

233 Sec. 4.".:. 
•-Ш Sec. LVi

books, pamphlets, lìmi foreign printed matter must ho
233 Sec. -150

when any newspaper or magazine lias binai refused by 
subscriber, or, «Ус., statement o f facts to be sent to pub·

233 Sec. IÃ7
obsceno books, or, &c, must bo sent to Third Assistant

Postmaster-( î onerai.................................................................
applications for, to Third Assistant Postmaster-General must ........................ 233 See. 456

shall bo returned to  dead-letter office, and írom thence to writer,
82 Sec. 194

i f  prepaid, nut trailed for, &.C., to be returned to writer i f  ad·
63 Sec. 198

local letters in largo cities, &c., insufficiently paid, may be for·
82 Sec. 195

;

КЗ Sec. 302
234 Sec. H>J

8i See. l'J7
unmailable with illegible address, obscure, or weighing over

226 See. 414
to be returned, once each week, separate from regular

dead-letters, by what, offices..................................................
troni New York City, and offices o f  the tirst class, ....................... 231 Sec. 439 

231 See. 4:;:»
hold for postage, with one full rate not paid, or bearing stamps

before used, or cut from stamped envelopes................................
to bo returned once each week, by wlmt oil ices ......... ..

from New York City, and offices o f  the first class, 
d a ily .................................................................................

22C Sec. 411 
231 See. 43!»

231 See. 439
220 Sec. It 1

not to be advertised......................................... ...........................
statement o f  facts to be sent to publisher o f  newspaper. ........................ 228 Sec. 421 

233 See. 451
226 Sec. 414
228 See. 421
231 Sec. 439

from New York City, and offices o f  the first class,
•331 Si C. I'M

unclaimed, hearing hotel cards, how to he disposed o f . .. 
should not l»o retained by proprietors over thirty days .. 

fictitious,those bearing fictitious names, or addressed to initials
not to he advertised........... ........................................................
must be sent to dead-letter office, from what offices..........

unless directed to certain place, or to can·, & e ........
advertising o f  noti-delivcrcd, written list of, to be posted in нош о

231 Sec. 443 
231 Sec. 411 
220 See. II 1

88 See. 168
88 Sec. 188

228 See. 421 
233 See. 45!» 
179 .%e. 157

227 Sec. 410

weekly, at New York City, ami at offices o f  the first,
227 See. 4 15

and monthly, at offices o f I lie liftb c la ss .......... ...................
to he in newspapers, if, &e., without charge ....................

when specially author-ized, to ho made in newspapers having 
tlio largest circulation.................................................................... ... 68 Sec. 188 

30 Sec. 188

227 See. 115 
227 Sec. II».

227 Sec. 417

191 Sec. 239
compensation shall not exceed 01*0 cent for each le tter .... 

will not be allowed w ilbout special instructions...
amount to be added to postage ................ ..................

i f  gratuitous, or by posting, n« c harge to be made . . .  
priu ters’ receipt must state the number o f  letters and

amount paid ...........................................................................
amount paid must be charged b o w .............

caso o f  competing newspapers, bow decided.................................
decision shall remain one year................. ................................

88 Soc. Ш  

88 See. 188

2*26 SOC. Í20
227 See. 410
228 See. 420 
228 Sec. 420

253 Sec. 543 
253 See. 5 I f 
227 Se«·. 418 
227 See. 4İH 
<229 See. 425

list of. shall be posted iu post-office immediately after its publi
cation ................................................ ...................................................

shall bo charged, when published, with one cent iu add ition ... 
addressed ь» persons foreign.burn, in wliat new spapers.___. . .

30 See. 191
31 See. 193 
30 Sec. 189 228 Sec. 419

letters held for special delivery lo be advertised when . . ___
marks and memoranda t.i he examined before..............................
offices thai advertise weekly, will make return o f deud-1 etters

weekly, lour week* after advert iseineut.......................................
that advertise monthly, monthly ............... ........................
should 1 hero be no lettetн to send, the fuet to bo Stated .. 

carrying of. out o f the mail, unlawful ........................................................ 50 See’ 228

228 Seti. 424 
22*9 Sec. 4¿l5

229 Sec. 420 
229 See. 420 
229 See. 427 
211 Sec. 339 i

penalty upon each person anting, aiiling, or assisting tlwruiii... 50 Sec. 226 ¿11 Siiti. И 1
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Letters—Conti mied.
mud-carriers, contract ora, or sta go-cl rivers cannot lawfully 

carry any, out o f  tbo mail, unless prepaid by stamped en
velopes, ¿ ¿ o .................................................... ............................... .

penalty upon persons concerned in carrying tho mail for
receiving or carrying, contrary to law . ......................

all vehicles, or vessels performing regular trips on a post route, 
&C., arc prohibited from, otherwise than in tbo mail, ex 

cept, & c ...................................................... , ....................................
penalty upon owners o f  certain vehicles for carrying,

otherwise than in the m ail...................................... ..........
penalty upon owners o f  vehicles. &c., for knowingly con

veying any person acting as a private express tor tin?
conveyance o f .........................................................................

privato expresses shall not bo established for tbo conveyance
of, over any post-route.......................................................... *.........

penalty upon persons transmiti ing,&c.,by private express 
i f  prepaid by stamps, cannot lawfully be carried out o f  tbo

m ails .................................................................... ............................ .
i f  inclosed in stamped envelopes, may be sent otherwise than

by mail, provided, &.C.......................................................................
this section m ay be suspended...............................................

packets may be conveyed by private hands without compensa
tion, or by special messenger employed for the occasion.........

vessels arriving, &c., not to make entry until all, on board aro
delivered at the nearest post-oilico...............................................

penalty for so doing ................................................................
sworn declaration o f  master requ ired ............................ ..

penalty for carrying, on any vessel that carries the mail, ex
cept in tbo m ail..................................................................................

arc permitted to bo carried by steamboats, railroads, express 
companies, &cM outside o f  Ibernai], when coven d by stamped
envelopes.............................. .........................................................

relating solely to cargo, Arc., not requiied to be so in
closed.................................................................  ...................

vessels leaving the United States for a foreign port, not to re
ceive certain, on boa rd ....................................................................

penalty for lefusing, Ac., to convey certain, by foreign
packets, & c ...................... .........  ...................... .*................

parkets, newspapers, (unless ill USe.) printed eireulars, not to 
Is· carried by any person on any loreign mail-packet, except
in stamped envelopes, A :c ...........................................  ..................

delivery and return o f . . . . . .  ...................................................... .................
delivery simuld be to 11 ··■ persoti addressed or li-» o rd e r ...........

1 ho order is in some east s implied, us "  la re, Л е ............
¡I addressed to a  firm, may be delivered to any number o f  tlie

iii in................. ................. ................ .................... ...............................
i f  addressed to fictitious persons, or to initials, to hr sent at

the end o f  eneli month to tin- dead-letter obio .......................
unless directed to eel tain place, or to ear»·. «.V»·....................

. it appearing to be o f  value a written order for delivery should
be required ..............................  ......................  ...................

i f  there be two or moro persons o f  the бате  папи·, delivery
Imw to be m ade...... ................................................................. ..

i f  addressed to one office, not deliverable írom another office,
except, A c ............................................................................................

it fr»ни the Pension-Office, to whom not to be dr!ivere»l .............
i f  ¡iihlrcsHcd to any officer o f a. public corporation, to whom de

liverable
to minor children residing with their pat » i l ls ........... .........
to a  party deceased ........................ ...........................................
to a linii \\hose bosumsa is in tin· bands o f . -¡unces.. . .  
to a linn, bank, or company, wbicli lus » · ; i m  d to exist . 
to a linn or company dissolve»!, when contention arises .. 

wbero tln re is no indication o f  the Ihimiu-s* Imiiig
dostal ............................................................ —  ........

wliat torni ilia tes thecm nuction of the post-otliei with a lett»*i· 
a Ι»·ιι»·γ put into tb»» »»tin·»· for transmission must not. he re-

turned except to ib» w r ite r ................. ........ ......... ..............
what precautions to he adopted ................... ......................

a letter lun ing passed freni ılı»· mailing-office, t lie d» li very o f  it
cannot b» prevent»*»! by ilio writer ..............................................

♦ h-iters »liretle»! I «» box i mul bers must be d< liv« t< d through tho
b o x e s .............  .................. ....................... ............................. ...........

nottu  he sent to brunch offices for delivery contrary tore ·
- qu est........................  ..............................  ........................

by lett<‘i -carri« ıs, are to be »bdivere»! without 1» ·»· ...............
not to be »leliveivd with uiiciiucclcd stamps atlachcfl.. .

unless they havo pusse» 1 tliroiigli post-office.............
wlien tlu v » animi be »l»liv»T«d, whui to be »lon e...............
i f  addrcsse»l to persons, ле., not box holdei.". alióse resi

dence can he ascertained, must lie deli л cred accord-
iiJgly............................................................................................

L a w .

/ ‘оде. Sec.

09 Sec. 227

50 Sue. 231

50 Si c. 229

50 See. 228 
50 See. 230

21 Sec. 239 
23 See. 239

52 Sue. 238

51 See. 234 
51 See. 234 
51 See. 234

51 Sec. 232

51 Sue. 233 

101 Sec. 277

19 Sue. Ο
Ι 19 Sev. 11

R egula
tion s.

________
Vage. Sec.

211 See. 340

212 Soc. 342

212 Sen. 342 

177 Sce. 151

213 Sec. 348

i 177 Sce. 151 

! 177 Sec. 152

211 Sec. :ш
179 S»c. IV .
İlil Sec. 150
379 Scc. lá«

179 Sec. 150

179 Scc. 1 Γ>7
1711 Sec. 157

1711 Sec. 158

179 Sec. 130

17!) See. IU)
179 Scc, 101

IW) Scc. ICă
I I I Sec Küf
İH I SeC. 104
IW) S»*c. ЮГ»
IW» Scc. ICC
IW) See. Ю7

Юз
IW) See·. 1C!)

IM) See. 17(1 i
180 SeC. 171 1

lfc’0 SeC. 172 1

189 Si'C. 22.“ 1

190 SeC. 227
1! И S» e. g· *7
1941 S-л*· 223
190 Scc. 229

11)0 Sue. 231
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Letters—Continued.
mailing of, if brought to post-offico half an hour befor о depart·

uro o f mails, shall bo forwarded ....................................................
but at offices where, Scc., not exceeding one h o u r .............
penalty upon ţiostiuasters for unlawfully detaining, with

intent, à c  .. - ................................ .................. ..........................
upon employés, for same offe uso............................

suggestione tu the public iti regard to ...............................................
to maii all, as early as practicable, and, i f  in large num* 

beis, to tie in bundles with addresses in one direct ion.. 
L- make the address complete by giving the name o!' the 

post-offico, county, and Stato ; and it to a city, the street
amt n u m b er..................................................  ............... .........

to see that every package is securely folded and fastened 
never to scud money cxeopt by means o f a money-order

or in a registered letter......... ...................................... ..........
to provide, in cities where letter-carriers are employed,

letter-boxes for, at offices or private residences.............
when complaint is made o f h it« i s lust, See,, to furnish all

the facts as precisely as p o ss ib le .................................
a postmaster lias no control over charges made on, from

abroad .......................................................................................
postage-stamps should be placed on thoupper right-hand

corner o f ....................................................................................
Opening of, tin· privity o f  corrcHjsmdenco and the sanctity o f  tlio

seal to he protected ...........................  ..................................................
no person authorized to open a lettel not addressed to himself 

penalty upon any person for opening letters containing 
any article o f  valuó, not addressed, &o . . .

for opening any mail, or package o f  newspapers,
not addressed. A c ..................  ....................................

i f  opened by оно when intended for another, o f  two or more 
persoli* ni the same name, to he resettled and indorsed,
‘ ‘Opened by me through mistake ...................................... . . .

in no ease may a postmaster open a letter, See., not addressed
to h im se lf.............................................................................................

penalty upon employés fo r ......................................... .
i f  the seal o f  any letter be broken by accident, or by having 

been delivered to the wrong person, the tact must lie noted,
and the letter refloated. A c ...............................................................

when dead-letters containing money arc inclosed to postmaster
open. Λ i·., contents must hr kept secret ...................................

violat ion o f t his rule will subject offender to dismissal . 
when seized by customs officer, can only bo opened by tin· par

tii*« addressed. ......................................................................................
letters detained for violation o f  law, how disposed o f . .................
foreign letters are returned unopened to the rouutries, Ac . . .

Secreting of. penalty upon employés for, or destroying. Ac· . ...........
for. or destroying letters. Ле., in their possession to be car

ried by mail, Ac., containing any article, o f va lu e ....................
the depositing nf any letter in any office. Ле., to he evidence

that it was intended to be conveyed by inni!..............................
seizure of, «fcc., conveyed contrary to law authorized .......  ...............

letters or packages received trom a foreign country, and be
lieved to contain articles subject t ·» duly, t « * lie seized by* 1
customs officer and retained for exam ination...............  ......... '

packages seized may lie opened by otlieer............................
blit letters cau only ho opened by the parties addressed.. 

postmaster receiving information, Ac.’, will givo notice. Ac., to
tho collector or, A c ............. ...................................... .........................

collector or, Aie., to search for, and seize, A n .......................... .........
one half o f  penalt ies recovered 1«> he paid lo  officer s« ¡zing . . . .  
i f  no officer authorized t.i seize, Ac., resides in the vicinity, I ho

appointment o f a special agent to he applied fo r ......................
special agents when instructed, and collectors, shall search 

vessels fo r ............................ ................... ......... ....................  ......... I

Page. Sec.

15 Sec. (id 
15 Sec. 69 j

29 Soc. Id."* ' 
29 Sec. 140

22 See. 300

103 Sec. 281

105 Sec. 2.-4

22 Si c. 300 
95 See. 140

83 See.· 302 

29 See! i lO

102 Sec. 279

103 See. 2Я0 
52 Sec. 235

52 Sec. 235

Regula
tions.

P a g e .  S ec .

145 Soc.

115 Sec. 1

о
145 Sec. 3

145 Sec. 4

146 Sec. 5

146 Sec. 8

146 Sec*. 9

246 Sec. 10

277 Sec. GG8

179 Ser. 159

gut Sec. 313

229 Sec. 429

232 Sec. 449 
232 See. 449

157 Sec. 52

234 Sec. 462

0|-> •Sec. 343

156 Sec. 52
157 Sec. 52
157 Sec. 52

212 Sec. 344
212 See. 344
212 SeC. 344

212 Sec. 345

may seize all, and hags, packets, Ac., carried contrary to
law on any vessel, or post-route......... .................................

packages t<* be forfeited.............................................................
proceedings 11 * enforce forfeiture . . .  ........- ...................

laws for tlm protection o f omdoms officers making seizure,
slinil apply to officers acting under postal l a w s .................

letter.·*, Ac., seized for violation o f  law, bow disposed o f ...........
transmission of, by private hands without compensation, or by

special messenger, not prohibited................................... .............. 1
Stealing of, penally upon employés for taking any article o f value 

out o f  leitere ........
upnu persons, not employés, for stealing any letter from I

the m a il .....................................................  ............................
• for opening such letter, ¿co., containing any artide

o f value...........  .......................................... ................ .
for obtaining by fraud such letter, A c ........................ '

52 Sec. 52 Sec, 52 Sec.
52 Sec. 
83 Sec.

52 Sec.

103 Sec.

¡03 Sec.

103 Sec.
104 Sec.

236
237 
237

237 
3U2

238
279

281

2*1 
281

2J2 Sec. 343

213 Sec. 348
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Lettere—Continued.
fur taking any, «Le-, not containing, &c., from poet*

office, & c„ with intent. Are...........................................
addros6ed  to  the D ep artm en t sh ou ld  b ea r  the n a m e  o f

|H»sf.oflii*<S COHIII.V, JtiHl state*, u r i l t e n  a t  t l ie  h e a d ,
w i l i i o i l l  .t tulrr e v ia l  in n  ......... ..........................................................

*0s<»ial<i b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  ( l i t  p r o f i e r  lSiaa*ean anal
D iv is a o a a ...........................................................................................

b l a n k s  an al s a p p i l e «  fai ria is!i<-al b y  al atre r e  ait U n · 
r e n a is  s l i o i i h l  n o i  b e  i iiclia<l<-<l lai (lat* s a n ie
orala*!·...................................................................................................

s k o .a ic l  n o t  b e  i i ie lo s e a l  M it l i  q u a r t e r l y  ra *tiir iis  
L ight», cost oi, may U· allowed to postmasters ol first and secoud classes,

and at New York C ity ....... ......................................................................................
Limitation id liability, sureties o f  postillasti !· may terminato their respon

sibility, i f  vacancy is not supplied, in sixty days, by giving notice.............
alesi ring to bo released shall notify Postm aster-General.............
shall lie released if  suit be not instituted within threo years

after the d ose  o f  postmaster's account ........................................
liability of, shall cease w hen office is placed in charge o f special

ag en ts ......................................................................................................
Liquids, packages containing, are excluded from the m ails..............................
Liquors, use o f  intoxicating, prohibited in railway post -offices........................

and in m ute-agencies........................... ! ..........................................
Local agents are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General.........

must lake the official oatli................... .............................. .............. . . .........
form o f  oath . . .  .............................. ........................  ........................ ..

shall not beeoino interested in any contract for carrying the mail . ..
penalty for so d o in g ,............................................................................

an* paid in tin· same manner as maİl-nlcsseııgers....................................
Local letters.—See Drop lettern.
Local mail matter, proceeds trom postage on, to be shown in comparison

with expenses o f  letter-carriers, & c ........................ ............................................
IjOC.k-hoxe*.—See Letter-boXC8,
Lock*.—See MttH lockn.
Lotteries, fraudulent, Postmaster-General may forbid the payment o f 

pusta) money-orders ti» persons, &c.t engaged in, and return the amount
o f  such orders to remitters.........................................  .......................................

may direct that registered letters addressed to sudi persons, <fcc.,
be marked “ fraudulent," and returned to senders...............................

blit no person authorized toopeiia  letter not addressed to h im self.. . .
let tel s. Л е., detained for violation o f  law, how disposed o f ..................
circulai» for, not to bo carried by mail, or deposited in o ff ice ............. .

must he withdrawn front the mails ..................................................
penult> lbr knowingly depositing, to be sent by m ail..................

postmaster binili not act its agent for, & c .....................................................
penalty for so doing................................................................................

penally Ibr misusing tin* jx>st office establishment by opening corre- 
spon de nee, Aie., ил itli intent to defraud, mid placing letters in poet·
υllice ................. .................................................................................... .

M agaziiu-s. —See Nrimjiapere.
regular subscribers to, defunsi ........................ ............................................
publishers of, to he notified when,not called f o r ......................................

Mailable matter, divided into three classes........ ...................................... ..........
first, letters................................................................ ...............................
second, regular printed mat ter ............................................................
third, miscellaneous m u tter.................................................................

certain articles excluded from the m ails: to wit, Ihjuids, poisons, 
glass, & c ...................................................... ..................................................

Hellenics fur obtaining money under false pretenses....................
obsedio books, Ac., scurrilous postal c a n ts .....................................
Circulars lor illegal lotteries, gift enterprises, &C..........................

penalty for depositing in odien................................................
detained in violation o f law, how disposed o f .............................................

packages o f over four pounds in weight·, except hooks printed
b\ ('»ingress, not to lie received tor conveyance by m a il .........

o f  tin· first class, embraces eorrespnndeiiee. wholly or partly iti writ
ing, except book-manuscripts or corrected proof-sheets passing be
tween author and ptiblh'hcr. ..................... ........... ......................................

not to be delivered until postage due thereon ha» been paid . . .  
weight »»1 packages o f  first-class malter limited io  four pounds 

o f  tin· .s«-i-nii(l class, embraces all matter exclusively in print, and regu
larly issue 11 at stated periods from a known office o f publication,
without addition by writing, mark, or s ig n ............................................

publications, issued without disclosing the office o f  publication,
must not he forwarded unless prepaid .............  ...................

newspapers shall not he received unless sufficiently dried ami
pTOperly wrapped. . . . .  .............................. ................ .....................

manlier o f  wrapping and securing printed matter, so that it
m ay he examined, may he prescribed ...........................................

i f  jjot SO wrapped, to be subject 1») lettor-postilgo .............
wrappers may he removed by postmasters for the pur

pose o f  ascertaining, &c., w h en ............................................

L a w .

Page. Sec. 

90 Sec. 147

18 SeC. fe7

11 Sec. 28
15 Sec, 00

111 Sec. 07

i i Sec. 28
03 Sec. 133

23 Sec, 15
no Sec. 12
no Sec. 12

19 Sec. 101

90 Sec. 300

on S oc. 300
90 Sec. 300
01 See. 302
01 Stic. J 10

G l See. Mí) 
gii See. VJ 
27 Sec. 7!)

00 Sec. 301

02 See. 130
62 See. hit 02 See. 132
02 Sec. 133

03 Sec. 133 
22 See, 300 

13С. See. 148 
G l Sec. II!» 
61 Sec. I I!» 
83 Sec. 302

63 See. 134

62 Sec. 131 
61 See. 153

02 Sec. 132

69 Sec. 138

69 Sec. 136 
GO Sec. 136

60 Sec. 137
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105 Sec. 78 

149 Sec. 8

165 Sec. 70 
247 Sec. 510

155 Sec. 42 

155 Sec. 41

167 Sec. 87 
293 Sec. 713 
300 Sec. 785 
152 Sec. 21
150 Sec. 14
151 Sec. 14

215 See. 350

1C7 See. 88

170 Sec. 103 
2 3 1 See. 437 
lt.«i Sec. H) 
106 Sec. 81
106 See. 81 
100 Sec. 81

167 Seç. 87 
1G7 Sec. 8*i
107 Sec. 88 
107 Sec. 8r

108 See. 90

166 SeC. 81 170 Sec. 137 
170 Sec. 90

106 Sec. 81 

172 Sec. 115

173 Sec. 122 
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I ndг,x  то the Postal L aw s  a.\i> Regulations. L aw . R egula- I
T10N6.

I

Sinibbio matter—Continuo·!,
in raukages, to be delivered to owners, if postage is paid

publishers uf. i ил v write ad dresa o f m in iar subscribers i

Patje. Sec. Page. Sec.

oa Sue. Ш  :

173 Sue. 191on i heir publications, anil inclose bills. Лс ...................... ! 63 Sec, HI
remaining İu any p osto  Ili et*, how disposed o f .................... ' 11 Sec. 59
ol ΐ!ι<· secuiul class, containing anv writing whatever,

except the address, will be charged with letter-postalo 
weight ol packages o f нссошкЫоян matter limited to j

Iil7 Sec. 8ii

four p ou n d s ............................................  ....................... ........ Ш  Sue. Я0
to inclose or conceal a lid ter or ol her thing, except, 6¿c,,

or, л« İn printed matter, subjects it to letter-postage.. Ш  Sue. 91
penalty lor so in c los in g ................................................ . !

o f  the third class, embraces all pamphlets, occasional publications,
U.> Sue. 143 168 Sec. id

transient newspapers* magazines, & c ......... .............. ............................ 03 Sue, m IGG Sec. 81
wrappers ol, to be open that contents can be exam ined .........

may be removed at оШсо o f delivery, for the purpose of
69 Sue. Ш 166 Sec. 82

ascertaining, àie .............................. ............................. ......... '
inclosed in sealed envelopes cannot bo mailed, except at letter-

69 Sue. l;!7
. СШ i '  I »

to indosu or conceal a letter or other thing except, Л.С., or, лс.,
III i Ì3L 0. с и»

penalty for so inclosing.............  ............................................
containing any writing whatever, except the address, will bo

95 Sue. ц -j 168 Sec. 91

penalty for inclusi Ug letter In, not charged with letter·
postage, or writing thereon ................................................

business cards printed on Hie wrapper, or marks lo rail atten-
95 See. Ug 168 Sec. 91

tion to any article in printed matter, does not subject it to

postage on, how ciungea bio ............................ ................................. 6'. Si c. It,A 17 L Sec. 108ranst he prepaid in lull by stamps at the oilier of mailing 
packages o f clot bing to nou-cımııııisHİoiıed olUcersor privates in

134 Sec. -

the Army, postage on. i f  prepaid . . .  . ............................... tó  See. b¡4 172 See. I ll
weicht ol packages limited to two pounds ......................

seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, &c., not exceeding four pounds iu
weight, may be transmitted by m a il ............................................

samples o f metala, ores, àie., shall not exceed twelve ounces in
134 Sec. _

63 Sec. 133
weight o f  packages id* certain third-class matter limited to four

foreign news papers, book packets, samples, or paiierus sent in the
mails lo  Great Britain, (»ernmiiy. &c·., subject to wliat regulations, 

liquids, poirtims, glass, explosive materials, obsceno books and
pictures, excluded from the mails . . .  ..................................

letters received from foreign countries, if not delivered within

1112 Sec. 805

:tlg Sec. 800
the time presei ¡bed, must be sent to «lead-lotter ottico ......... :u:i Sec. яг»

are returned at once, unopened ............................................
unpaid postage on, received, to be collected in coin, or its equiv- 2114 Sec. 462

postage on, in foreign vessels, шал he same as öneli for-
eign power charges on, in American v e sse ls ................. fit? Sec. 276

ihis provision, how enforced .......................................
to or from 1he United States, by foreign vessels, except, &c., to

3.1 Keu. 27IÌ

bo subject to postage, if, & c ....................... . . .  . . . . . .
to be delivered to, and taken from, tbo Um·· d States

58 Sec. 277

penali v for failure ........................................................ .0 See. 277
letter-carriers for lice delivery of. iu what places to be employed

collected or delivered by carriers, not chargeable with extra
133 Sec. _

postage....................................................... . .................... ............ ·’ · 6! See. Hill
let ter'-carriers shall give honds for the custody and delivery ol 19 Sue. 37

receiving·boxes may be established for tin· dr | wait o f .......................... 19 S, ,·. fl.",
tu he collected i herefrom ................................................................... 10 See 05
penalty l'or willfully, ле., injuring, in letter-box, &e., or for

aiding therein............................................................................... 163 See. <*78
for willfully, &.C., injuring, Ле., any receptacle for de- ♦

posit of .................................................................................. til See. ÍK
expresses for the transmission of, out o f  the mails, fo rb id d en ...........

penalty upon each pc гном acting, aiding, or assisting
Ml Sec. 228 all Sec. 339

therein.................. . ................. r ......... . .......... . . . . . .............
mail-carriers, contractors, or stago-drivers cannot lawfully сопл 

any letter, Ле., out o f tlu? mail, unless prepaid by stamped en-

1 30 Sec. 228 •’ ll Sec. 339

VC lopes, Л с........................ ............................................... ..................
letters and packets, newspapers, (unless in пне.) or printed cir

culars, not to he carried by anv person on any foreign mail

50 Sue. 939 211 Sec. 340

packet. except in stamped envelopes Ле .................................
all vehicles, or vessels performing regular trips on a poet-route, 

Ле., are prohibited from conveying, otherwise trian iu tho

211 Sec. 341

mail, except, & c ......................................... ........................................ 50 Sec. 231 212 Sec. 342
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Mailable matter—Continued.
letters prepaid by stamps cannot lawfully bo carried out o f the

inaile......................................................................................................
seizure and detention ol letters, &c., conveyed contrary to law

authorized...........................................  . . .  ..................................... .
postmaster receiving information, 6¿e., will give notice,

«fce., to the collector or, &C....................................................
collector or, <Lc., to search for and seize, Aie........................
ouo lialf o f  penalties recovered to bo paid to officer seizing 
li no officer authorized to seize. áce., resides in the v icin 

ity, tbc appointment o f  u special agent to be applied for 
contractors and inail-carriers may carry newspapers out o f  the

mails for sale or distribution........................ ..........................
bin if  placed in a post-ullice for delivery, postage must be

ebaigeai............................................................................  .......
may also carry books, pamphlets, magazines, and newspa

pers to agents or dealers........................................................
letters or packets may be conveyed by private hands without 

compensation, or by a special messenger employed lor the oc 
casion ........................................................................ ............................

special agents may be empowered to search for, unlawfully
transported......... ..................... .........................................................

when instructed, shall search all vessels for .....................
shall seize all letters, & c ....... ...................................................

packages seized to he forfe ited ....................................
railway companies carrying the mail shall carry* all, &c., on any

train, & c ........... ................................................................................................
when amount of, is so  great as to retard the progresso!'the let

ter-mail. separato carriage for the latter may be provided lor 
or when railroad companies will not contract at m axi

mum ra tes .................................................................................
oilier matter not to he delayed unnecessarily ...................

registration of, may be established for the security o f valuable....... ..
shall he registered only on the application o f  the party post·

lu g .& c .. . .................  .......................................................... ‘ ..........
fee therefor not In exceed twenty cents in addition to postage., 
receipts shall bo taken oli the delivery o f any ro gist ered, show

ing, &c., to be returned to 1 be sender.............................................
the Department, or its revenues, shall not be liable, for the loss

o f  registered ........................ ...................................  ........................
branch offices may he established for the receipt and delivery o f . .......
Dot to be delivered until postage- is p a id .....................................................
amount o f postage on, to lie verified by osili when required ...........
penalty щ ит postmasters for detaining, tho posting of, which is not

prohibitt-d by la w ...........................................................................................
Upon employés for same o ile iiso ..........................................................
upon employés, Aie., for willfully, &c., removing postage-stamps

affixed to ......... .................. ..................................................................
for using, 6¿c., stamp, & c.,опее need in payment o f  postage o n . .

route-agents, λ τ  , to receive and deliver prepaid.......................................
general principles governing the distribution o f ........... ............................
all laws jienniiting lbe transmission by mail o f any free, repealed . .. 

Mail-agencies, resident, may be established at Panama, Aspinwall, Havana,
St. Thomas, & c . ..................................................................................

Mail agents at foreign ports, reasonable compensation may lie paid t o .........
necessary incidental expenses of, to be allowed .......................................
out o f  wliat appropriation paid .............................................  ......................
in each steamer on routes between San Fruì к .-isco, Japan, and China ; 

between S.in Francisco aiid fcUmolulu ; and New York to Rio J a 
neiro. may lie a p p o in ted ............................................................................

their salaries .........................................................................................
Mail bag labels, when furnished, and by  whom .................................................
Hail-bags, the general let ni includes w h a t ................. ........................................

aro required by law to he purchased by contract, after advertisement 
no allowance will he made for those purchased by postmasters

without special instructions........................ ..................
every mail route must always be duly provided with, in good condì*

l >a0e. Sec. Paye. See.

........................ Sili Sftc. 342

52 Sec. 236 212 Sec. 343

52 See. 235
212 Sec. 341 
212 Sec. 344 
212 Siíü. 344

........................ 212 Sec. 345

Ü3 Sec. 143 213 Sec. 34C

213 Sec. 346

feb Sec. 
fed Sec. 
feli See. 
fed Sec.

43 Sec.

14 Sec.

43 Sec. 
22 Sec. 
75 Sec.

75 Sec. 
75 See.

21)!)23523«
237

213

240

212210121*
127
127

75 Sec. 128

lion
postmasters must see to this, and report, & c...................................

applications for, should explain why needed,and specify, etc................
to whom to b e  made...............................................................................
must state fully the reasons therefor .............................................
must bo made before the old, become too much worn...................
old bags to be. sent to nearest depository................................ ......

when damaged must be repaired at end o f  the routo................................
receipt for money «о paid to be sent to A u d ito r ............................
i f  too unsound lor safety to the end o f  the route, must be re

paired i m m e d i a t e l y ............. ........................................................
mail to lie detained until, &c,, i f  necessary ................... ................

repairs of, to be made at offices which aro depositories, under special 
instructions......................................................................................................

75 Sec. 
10 Sec. 
29 Sec. 
2d Sec.

29 Sec. 
29 See.

129
98

153
73

115 
141»

97 Sec.
■

G5 Sec.

R egula
tions,

17d
177 224 Sec. 107
22b 174 Sec. 12ü

288 See. 704
131» See. 3

12 Sec. 
12 Sec. 
12 Sec. 
12 SeC.

12 See-
13 Sec.

269 See. 621
2i ;i; Sec. 602
269 Sec. 020

2C9 See. 620

son Soc. 603
Sdii Sec. 603

See. 61Ц
2db Sec. 005
2Ü9 Sec. 023
21 id See. 605
so«; Sec. 605
266 Sec. 606
2b7 Sec. 606

207 Sec. 607
267 Soc. 607

267 Sec. 611
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Mail-bags—Continued.
surplus, not to bo repaired at offices which are not. depositories...........
having defective locks, which cannot be opened, &c., staple to bo cut. J 

where, «Le...................................................................................................... t
no oilier mutilation of, admissible under any circumstances . ■  ̂

contractors must give duo attention to the preservation of, and must
not allow them to be dragged about or in jured ......................  ............

if, with brass locks reach offices where there aro no keys to open
them, how to proceed.....................................................................................

should bo passed unopened, &c., with requests «Le., i f  mail-key will
not o p e n ......... ......................... ...................................................................... .

tho fastening-straps of, must never ho cut, spliced, or repaired, hut
replaced, when, «Ve......................................................................  ...............

surplus, not allowed to accumulate at offices not depositories...............
tho use of, is restricted to tho transmission o f mailable matter, & c .. . .

any other ass» are illegal and forbidden.................. ........................
postmasters and agents required to prevent waste or abuse o f ............

to rednim them from improper hands.............................................. ·
to report every instance o f  ilicit or illegal use o f..........................

list o f offices which aro depositories.............................................................
postmasters at depository offices to muko monthly report showing

what.........- ....................  *......................... .....................................................
must keep all surplus articles apart from those in current u s o ..
must obtain and transmit receipts lor all. distributed..................
may withdraw, from stock on deposit to supply their own offices 

l>ut not other offices, without special instructions, ex·
ccpt, «fcc ....... ................................ ................. .............

must t ransmit certificates fur, when withdrawn* ami receipts 
for, when supplied .............................................................................

penalty for unlawfully detaining, «fco.....................  ......................... .........
ihr seeret itig nr destroying................................... ...............................
l'or seerel ing or destroying, not containing any article o f value
for stealing . .......................... .......................................................... .
for tearing, cutting.or injuring...................... .....................................

Mail-carriers ai о appointed and removed by the Post mastev-General ........
must lie at least sixteen years o l d ...............................................................
must tako the official oath ..............................................................................

form o f  oath ..............................................................................................
cannot lawfully carry, out o f the mail, any letter, 6¿c., except in

stamped envelopes........................................................................................
luay ca n y  new sp.ipvrs, out o f  the mail, for sale or distribution among

regular subscribers....... .......................................... .......................................|
«hall receive ami deliver prepaid mail-matter....................  .....................

no fees shall be allowed th ere for ........................................................ I
i f  intoxicated, t o he dismissed by postm aster........................................... .
Irregularities of, 10 be reported by posi master.........................'.................1
penalty for robbing m iy.of tito mail or any part thereof........................ !

on second conviction or wounding tin-....... ..................................... .
for In iug accessory after the fact to robbing.................................. j
for attempting to rob the mail by assaulting..................................
for knowingly retarding the..................................................................j

carriers to special offices not on any established route, compensation ¡
o f ...............- - - ..................................................................................................

to bo paid promptly by postmasters at the end o f on« h quarter. '
and receipts to he transmitted to A u d itor ... ...................|
postmasters cannot refuso to pay because o f  an unset

tled privato account ...................... ........................................
failure to pay \v ill be followed by tins removal o f  the post

master unless, «Le......................................................................
Mail-catcher pouches are designed for exi-haiigcs o f  mails on railways by

catchers and cranes ...................................................................................................
by whom fu mi ish oil.......................................................... ................ . . . .

Mail-catchers, 1>\ whom supplied ..............................................................................
applie.it ions for, must stato reasons..............................................................

Mail contractor.—s» e Contractor.

Page. Sec.

2!) Sec. I 16 
102 See. g;t» 
29 Sec. I It. 

10Ü Sec. g!K) 
Rib Sec. 2U

23 Sec. 15 
23 Sec. lã

03 Sec. M l 
65 Sec. 2J6 
65 Sec. 2'Jl»

20 See. 77 
105 Src. 285 
105 See. ·>:«
105 Sec. 2Mİ 1 
HHi See. 2-7 
lot! Sec. 2li

21 Sec. 2,1

Pane. Sec.
267 Sec. 608
265 Sea 596
267 Sec. 609
265 Sec. 594
267 See. 609

104 See. 261

264 Sec. 594

265 Sec. 595

267 Sec. 609
267 Sec. 612
269 Sec. 617
269 See. 617
269 See. 619
269 Sec. 619
269 Sec. 610
268 Sec. 615

268 See. 616
269 Sec. 617
260 S c . 617
269 Sec. 617

269 SeC. 617

260 Sec. 617

152 Sec. 21
151 SeC. 16
150 Sec. 14
151 Sec. 14

211 Sec. 340

213 Sec. 316

1Kİ Sec. 1 0
206 Sec. 320
206 Sec. 321

2tf» See. 353
21К Sec. 303 
gl* Sec. 303

217 Sec. 3.7! i

217 Sec. 30Ö

2G0 See. 002 
20! 1 Sec. 021 
26.1 SeC. 021 
269 Sec. 022

Mail depredai i«»m*, chief o f division of, how appointed.......................................  5
his sa la ry ................................................................................- ................  0

пашен o f  pi t sous employed in detecting, luit to bo disclosed.................  İU
advances may lie made to del ray tin· expenses o f agents to investigate 33
persons aí rested for, should betaken Indoro whom .......................... ...................
postmaster* to give the prosecution all lawful aid ............................................
n ecssa ry  · xpcnscs in prosceni ing. w ill be rc-iui buratti, but, & c ............. ......
when, mail is believed to have been stolen, postmaster to take measures

Sec.
Sec,
Sec.
Sec.

3*1
948

for recovering it, and, & c............................................ .................................
m«*ucy, seut by mall is at the risk o f  the owner, whether regis

teren or n o t .........................................................  ........................................
hut incase «»floss, tho Department will endeavor to discover

tbc cause, «fcc..................................................................................... .
win u proceeds of, havo been received at the Department they

will he delivered to owner on proof o f ownership ................. .
laws dcliuing punishment for, to extend to Indiali country......... 106 Seo. 2e*J

271 
. I -71

271

271

271

See. 620 
Sir. G30 
Sec. «311

Sec. 6321

Sec. 633

Sec. 633

Sec. 634
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Mail cl op red at ions—Continued. 'Page. Äee
penalty upon employes in the eervicofor secreting, or destroy ing, Ä:c.. 

letters, A:c., in tlicfr possession tobo carried by mail, &c., containing !
any art icio o f  value.................... .................................................................... Ш2 Sec. 279

for taking, ¿Le., any such article out o f  such le tto rs ......................  1Ü3 Sec. 279
penalty upon региона, not employes, for stealing the muil, or any let

ter front the m ail............................................................................ ................ I 101 Sec. 281
lor operiting, dec., Such mail, or lettor, &.C., containing an article

of valno ................................................................................ .............. .i 103 Sec. 281
for old ai ttiug by fraud such tunil, letters, <fcc................................... ' 104 Sec. 281
for being luectìBory after tins fact to any úñense against the

postal law s......................................................— .................................. 101 See. 282
for knowingly iceciviug, &«., any article o f  value stolen from *

the mails or aiding thereiu . . . ........................................................ 101 Sec. 283
π reiver may bo tried before tbo th ie f ...................................., 10.7 Soc. 283

for shilling newspapers from any mail or pORtmilico....................  J05 Sec;. 281
for robbing any eanier, &o., o f  the mail, or any part thereof. . . . .  105 See. 2r5

second eon v id  ion, or wounding, &€., the carrier ................. 105 Sec. 285
for being accessory after the fact to .................................................... i 105 Sec. 28b
for attempting to rob, by Assaulting, & u ........................................... 100 S«*;. 287

■when un arrest is inado for robbery prisoner should bo put in charge
o f  regular law otlieers, &.C........................................... ................................. .........................

before whom to bo taken for exam ination ....... ............................... .........................
may be taken before nearest justice o f the peace.......................... .........................

act giving jurisdiction to ................................*............................... ..................
sureties required o f  witnesses when............................................................................
special report to bo made to chief o f  division o f ........................................................

report must, show what......... ...............................................................................
Mail-keys, by whom furnished................................................................................ ...........................

applications for, must always assign reasons, & c ............................................ ........
must never be exjxiHi'd, nor placed where they may bo sto le n .......................................
must not bu allowed to pass into hands o f  any person not a sworn of-

penalty for allowing, 6 ¿ c .........................................................................
postmaster in I rusted with, held to a strict a c c o u n t .,. , ..........................

should make incori! o f  receipt nni| number ..................................
whenever a mail-key shall bo referred to, its number must be speci lied
every accident to, must lio reported___ .. .............................................
m iistbe turned over, by retiring agents, &.C., to successors, and re

ceipt luken Mini transm itted....................  .................................................
postillasti·]s to асо that this rule is complied w i t h ......................

when returned to Department, sbollili be inclosed in scaled package
duly registered.................................................................................. ..............

should be exchanged by route-agents, when exchanging routes...........
filiali not lie exchanged, except to a su ccessor.............................................

nor loaned without special instructions.............................................
when received from a discontinued ollire, must Ih· Relitto Department 
when turned over by retiring post master, receipt m ust be transmitted
attempts to repair, shall not In· made............................................................
when damaged, must bo pi otupily ivi ut ned to Department ...............
when becoming detective, notice should be. given, al ways stating the

num bers.........  .................................................... ....... . . , . .....................
when extra are furnished, should In* kept safely loeked u p .................
i f  bags with brass locks reach о Ilice a where them are no, to open

them, how to proceed.....................................................................................
irregularity to bo reported w h e n .......  .........................................

i f  so definitive as not to open all the locks, the bags should bo passed
unopened, with request, & o............................ ...............................................

if delect be in lock only, what to bo done................................ .........
* If found in improper hands, must be rce la im cd .......  ........... ..................

post masters required to see the law enfurecí! in regard t o ....................
to be turned over to successuls on resignation, suspension, or removal

o f  railway clerks ........................................... ........................................ .
o f route-agents..............................................................................

penalty, &c., for stealing any, to mail-luck in use, or aiding therein___
for forging, &eM s u c h ..............................................................................
for having such, in possession with unlawful intent......................
1 nr delivering such, to person unauthorized to receive i t .............

Mail-locks, by whom furnished . . . .  .................................. ...................................
applicati«me fur, must always assign reasons, <Lc.....................................
at tempt to 11 pah . shall not lie math .............................. ..........................
when damaged, must be promptly returned to Departm ent....... ...........
must be used with carcam i economy ........................................................
must Hover be broken or tampered w ith ...................................................
i f  bags having brass, reach olliccs where there aie no keys to open

them, how to proceed ............................................. ...........................
irregula ril i ee lo  bu reported, when ............. ............................  . . .

i f  defective, во that bag cannot bo opened, staple to bo cut, provided,

IUfi Sec. 292 107 Sec, 292 PIT Sec. 292 
107 Sec. 292

must be reclaimed when found in improper hands___ __
the law in relation to, to bo e n fo rc e d ................................
list o f  offîccH which are depositories...................................
penalty lor breaking any, with intent to steal the mail 10G Sec. 291

1 R e g u l a 
t i o n s .

Page. See.

I

279 Sec. 673
Sec. 029

27 ; » See. 073
219 Sec. <¡73
2.-0 See. 073
2-0 See. ii7.i
280 See. 071
203 See. 5x0
203 See. 5mi
203 Sec. át7

203 Sec. 5e7
203 Sec. 587
203 See. 58c
203 Sec. 588
21İ3 See. a.-·
203 Sec. 588

203 Sec. 5P9
204 Sec. 589

201 Si·.·. №!1
361 S. C. 53«
201 Sec. 591
201 See. 591
304 See. 591

204 Sec. 592
204 Sro. 5!>3

204 Sit. 53.1
204 Si c. 593

20 1 S»*c. 591
205 Sec. 594

205 Sec. 534
205 Sec. 596

Sec. 5»!‘11
205 Sı c. 599

293 See. 739
300 Sec. 782

203 S <·. 86
203 Sec. 580
201 Sec. 50İ
201 SeC. 592

20.4 Sec. 594

364 See. 594
265 SeC. 594

205 Sue. 596
205 Sec. 599
205 Sec. 599
2ÜS Sec. 615
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Mail-locks—Continued.
fur stualing, Ле., any key to, in uro on any o f  tho mails, or for 

forcing such key, or l'or bari ид it in possession, with uulaw-

Paye. Sec,

IOC See. 2D2 
107 Sec. 292

Paye. Sec.

214 Sec. .740 
211 See. 349

214 Sec. 349
215 Sec. 331

214 Sec. 349 
214 See. 349 
217 Sec. ЗЛО 
214 See. 349 
214 See. 349

217 Sec. 359

217 Sec. 300

214 Sec. 349
215 See, 349 
215 Sec. 349 
215 See. 349 
215 Sec. 349

211 Sec. 349

215 Sec. 349 
215 Sec. 349 

• 215 Sec. 349

215 Sec. 319 
215 See. 349 
215 See. 349

213 Sec. 349

215 Sec. 349 
215 Sec. 349

214 Sec. 349 

217 See. ЗЛС

207 Sec. 013 
20.9 Sec. 014

152 Sec. 21
150 Sec. 11
151 Sec. η

144
200 Sec. 003

206 Sec. 603

207 Soc. 610

263 Sec. 013 

260 See. 013

М.м1-ш«*8*гпд1 г.ч aro appointed to carry tho mail to and from post-otllces

ap;»i.intud when distance is over eighty r o d s .................................. ........
n«>i ruquim l to execute a contract and not appointed for any definite 

jH i io d ....................................................
........................

cannot, hr v mployed without express authority from Second Assist-

imisi ho paid in full before any payment is mado to contractor.......... ........................
must ho paid promptly, by postmaster, at lho close o f  each quarter ..

и postmaster cannot refuso to pay because o f an unsettled pri·

failure to pay will be followed by tho removal o f  postmaster,

payments should bo made to corres[mud with the regular qnar-

il proceeds arc insufficient, draft to be «applied f o r ......................

payments to be charged, in what account.........................................
receipts of, original and duplicate, to he laken, and original to bo sent ......................

must b·· signed by the regularly appointed, himself, and not by

if  signed by a mark they must be w itnessed.................................
deduct ions must bo matle for lost trips und noted on the receipt, 
lb·· post masters name, not the assistant's, should be written in

altered receipts wlU not bo credited..................................................

tho receipt must never be inclosed with the quarterly returns 
or with other papers; it should bo eont in an envelope by 
i t s e l f ...................................................................................................

the name o f  the postmaster and the post-office must bo written

railroad companies and stem и boat contractors are to have t bis service 
performed at all obice» within a quarter o f  a mile o f  their depots,

postmasters at deposit in g-offic-.s who pay, will report tho amount но

Mail pouches, lockrd, must not be made tip directly for any ot her office with 
gr· iler ot les* frequency than, arc usually received there from, without

vfhere many are sent and received daily, registor to be kept, ¿tc.........
Mail route messengers arc appointed and removed by Ilio Postmaster-Gen- ........................

i t  Sec. lá 
Üt See. 15 

110 Sec. 12 
110 Sec. 12

Bİıall not become interested in any contract for carrying the m ail.. . . .

Mail-sacks, canvas, are designed for printed matter only .................................
win и used for through-letter mails, must be tied, labeled, and in- ............
w lie u containing public, documents sent from Washington, must be

are I·· be promptly returned, duly labeled, to the placo whence they 
wi-ie received, whether there be printed matter to send back in

when received from unknown sources, or from officers where not

when given to publishers to be filled with printed matter, an exact

209 Sec. 01a 

209 Soc. Ola
sacks should bo delivered only on presentation o f раня-

Mail servici* over a route not established by law shall l)o reported to Con-
50 Sec. 20ÍI
20 See. 2tW
21 Sec. 215 
21 SOC. 210 
42 Sec. 200 
49 See. 205

Ç 41 See. 212

Mails shall be carried oil all post-roads established by law................................
to the court house o f any county w ithout a m ail..........................

trans]nu t:·.timi of, may be provided for. to und from any poet-office___

¿ 41 See. 240
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H ails—Continued.
υΐι navigable ca n a ls ............................................................................... .
on plank roads..........................................................................................
in steamboats or other vessels between any o f  the port« o f  tbo 

United States.
to special otìiees not on any established route..................................

but may be in sailing vessels when ........................................
duty o f masters o f  United States vessels bound to foreign ports

ixi respect to .......................................................................................... .
o f  steamboats passing between ports, á¿c.t in the United

penalty for knowingly, dec., obstructing, & c ....................................
upon ferryman fur willfully delaying tlio passage o f .........
upon persons engaged in carrying, for receiving, <S¿c\, any

letter contrary to law ..............................................................
upon any person who has charge of, for voluntarily quit

ting. Indoro delivery at jwrøt-office, «fce .............................
must be kept in the post onico when stopping o v ern ig h t...........
lottors and packagers may be carried outside of, when covered

by stumped envelopes.......................................................................
proposals for carrying, to be advertised for before contracts arc made,

except. We ..............................................................................................
penalty for entering into combinations, &c., in regard to con

tracts fur ca rry in g .......................................................... .................
for offering inducements to persons not to т а к о  bids for

carrying . . . . ...............................................................................
upon bidder receiving an award ot contract, for wrong

fully refusing to enter into contract for c a rry in g .........
contracts for carrying, to be reported annually to Congress--------------

through foreign countries, may be made........................................
between the united States ano foreign countries.........................
with masters, & c.,o l‘ vessels not regularly em ployed...........

Paje. Sec.
43 Sec. 217
43 Sec. 218

(43 Sec. 219
See. 264

44 Sec. 221
5G Sec. 867
56 Sec. 268
57 Sec. 268

53 Sec. 222

53 Sec. 223
100 Sec. 241
101 Sec. 242

99 Sec. 227

10G Sec. 288

Patje. Sec.

! 206 Sec. 324 

177 Sec. 151

penalty upon employes for being interested in contracts for
carrying......................................... ......................................................

failures of, contractors to be notified of, by postmaster, w hen.............
case to be reported to Postmaster General by postmaster,

w h e n ...........................................................................................
n specific, excuso required for each delinqu ency ...........................
forfeiture when trip is not rim, ami no suflicient excuso

furnished..................... ·........................................................................ .
when mail is left for accommodation o f  p assen g ers ........
for failure to deliver mail immediately upon a r r iv a l .........

fines will be imposed ujmu contractors, for what delinquencies 
manner o f currying, postumst ere will consider themselves ugents o f

the De] »art i η ent, A:e., ami observe t h e ................................................... .
must report every instance where mail is brought by a person

under sixteen years o f  ag e .............................................................. .
or who has not been duly sworn ......................... ..................

w ill dismiss an intoxicated mail-carrier, having mail ill charge, 
employ another at expenso o f  contractor, and report the
fa cts ......................................................  ........................ .. ................

will report all irregularities o f m ail-carriers................................ .
w ill rcjiort whenever the mail arrives without a lo ck ...................
will observe how mails aro carr ied by any steamers lauding

near his office......................... ............................................................. .
will report every caso iu which ho ânda them exposed

on deck .....................................................................................
or not secured under lock and k e y ...... ..................................

and in all cases will see that all mails aro properly protected
from the w eather...............................................................................

mails stopping overnight wliero there is a post onico must
ho kent in the otlice...........................................................................

arrival and departure of, schedule o f  time to bo furnished post
masters at end o f  routes................................................................................ 15 Sec. 7i

to be posted in the office................................. .......................................j 10 Sec. 7i
postmasters to bo not hied o f  any change i n ................................... 1G Sec. 7(
registers showing the exact times of, to bo kept............................ i 1C Sec. 70
blank registers supplied from what o ff ice ........................................j .....................

how failures to be noted ............. .............................................. .......................
cause of, to bo n oted .............................................................. .....  ........

and whenever tho mail is not carried by the contractor
or his authorised a g en t......... ......... ................................... . J .....................

postmasters, at all otìiees, to report specially when mails are
received wot, or in otherwise bail condition.......................................................

also extraordinary failures, interruptions, or abandon
ment o f  routes..................................................................................................

registers, and special reports, to whom to be forw arded.....................................

44 Sec. 213

101 Sec. 250

101 Sec. 250

101 See. 854
8 Sec. 8

49 Sic. 203
5G Sec. 21,7
54 See. 224

( 1111 Sec . 12
t 42 Sec,. 78

92 Sec. 12
198 Sec. o -/·

198 See. 280
l!'- Sec. 2c I

198 Sec. 282
Sec. &:>

199 Sec. 2.-3
199 Sec. 284

206 Sec. 318

•206 Sçe. 319
206 Sec. 319

2<>fi Sec. 920
206 Sec. 321
206 Sec. 322

200 Sec. 323

206 See. 323
206 Sec. 321

806 Sec. 323

206 Sec. 324

207 Ясс. 325
207 Sec. 3*26
207 Sec. 325
207 Sec. 327
207 Sec. 328
207 Sec. 329

807 Sec. 330

20d Sec. 331

208 Sec. 331
208 See. 392
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1

Mails—Continued.
in no caso aro they t<> bo sent with quart* rlv returns.___

Гауе. See. Pane. Sec. 
•„OS See. 332

nog leet to forward promptly, causo'for rem oval.................
receiving ami dispatching o f ........... ....... .......................................................

postmasters will always be in readiness to receive and dis
patch tho m ails ......................................... ...........................................

........................
¿IW S i t . :ш  
■.OJ Sie. 297

202 Sl·.·. JO7
* when not received or delivered at any ottico, postmaster at

nearest ollice to report the fact, *fc.c ...............................................
seven minutes only aro allowed to chango the mail, if, & o .........

....................... 155 Sec. 14 
g ig See. 29d

mail not to bo detained by postmaster beyond the time, <fcc.,
ana Sı·!·. ;ю!

mail must be made up and "ready to put into the mail-bag when,
&.C............................................... ................................... .......................... 202 Sec. 302

way odíeos ou railroads supplied by exchanging pouches as the
202 Sec. 290

postmasters must havo the mails ready ...............................
driver, carrying mail in a stage, must deliver it as near tho

202 Soc. 299

202 Şoc. ЗП0 
202 Soc. JOH

nil packets going wrong to bo stopped, anil put in the right di-

in ease o f  failure o f  mail, packets to be forwarded by the next 
tr ip ........................................................................................................... 802 Sor. J M

letters must not bo sent in a canvas hag without a lock, unless 
postmaster will never deliver mail-bag to carrier without being

202 Sec. 305

letters should be sent by the most expeditious routes unless
•>02 Sec. 307

packages o f  letters not to bo wrapped in paper, but only
203 See. ЗОН

opening and closing of, seven minutes aro allowed for, where. &c ___
but on railroad and steamboat routes, to be no moro delay than ........................ 204 See. 309 

201 Sec. 300
packets addressed to an оШсо, and none other, should he opened 
letters received, to be looked over, and rates corrected, i f  necea-

go l See. 31Ü 

204 See. 311
i f  for another delivery, to be marked “  missent, and for-

2 /4 See. 312
201 Soo. 310

postmasters must not open, within reach o f persons not
154 See. 31

w ill not sutler a package, not addressed to his ottico, to
204 Sec. 313

nor any addressed to his office, to bo opened by persons
«04 Soc. 313

and in no case may a postmaster open a letter arriving at
204 See. 313

will treat letters hearing a frank as other unpaid letters., 
will enter the amount o f unpaid letters as charged in the 

b i l l ............................................................................. ................

201 Sec. 314 

201 Sec. 315
will нес that no packets, addressed to his office, are left

2o| Soo. :tl«i
i f  office bo at connecting point, w ill take mil packets ad

dressed to oiile.es supplied by branch mails, and give
205 See. 3IÜ

when this is neglected, tho first postmaster who 
discovers it will return the packet and report the

205 Sec, 310
at distributing offices, the great mails arelo  be closed not

205 Ser. 317
all oilier mails, not more than half an hour before,

205 See. 317
making up o f  the, failures in, to be, reported to Postmaster'-General.. 

letters should bo carefully markod with the name o f  the post- ........................
201 Sce. 293 

200 Sec. 285
must hear tho post-mark and date on whieh actually sent

200 Sec. 28G
200 See. 287
200 See. g«7

contents of, to bo entered in account o f  mails ecu I .........
on routes where there is postal-car service, postmasters will ............ 201 Sec. 294 

200 Sec. 2РЯ
on all other route s, will mail direct to tho place addressed......... ......... 200 See. 288 

200 See. 2ctí
second, all letters for post-offices ill other Slates and T er

ritories which would not pass a distributing-office.........
letters not required to be mailed direct as above, must lie mailed 

to the distributitig-offico through which they will hist pass,
............ 200 Sec. 2eri 

200 Sec. 2Ő9
letters received at a distributing-office, &€., shall be mailed di

rect, unless. & c , .................................................................................... 200 St o. 290
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Mails—Continued.
each package o f letters mailed direct must bo securely tied,

with a letter lacing out on both s id e s ..........................................
sent lo a  distributing-office, bow to bo directed.................

letters for distribution, and letters for delivery, should bo made
up in separate pockets....................................................

when made up, must bo locked in bags and delivered to carrier 
what lottere may be received by  agent, and moiled in the c a r s .. 

certain articles to bo excluded Íróin.................................. ...........................

L aw .

Page. Sec.

22 Sec. 300

R egula
tions,

Page, Sec.

201 See. 201 
2'Jl Sec. 292

201. Sec. 294 
201 Sec. 205 
201 See. 290

obsceno books, pamphlets, pictures, papers, prints, shall not bo
carried in t h e ............................ ..........................................................

penalty for knowingly depositing, &c., such books, <¿c., for
m ailing....................................... 1..................................... ....................

for taking from the, for the purpose o f  disposing o f ...........
search for,and seizure of, to be made, bow, and uy whom.

letter, provision may be made for carrying, separately, w h e n ...............
separate carriage of, may also be contracted for, when.................

mom1 v. л « .. sont by mail, is at the risk o f  tho owner ..............................
but, in case, o f  loss, the Department will endeavor to discover

the cause, See .......................................................................................
when taken from the mail by roUiery, i f i t  eonie into the hands

o f an employé, shall he deposited in the Treasury, & c............. !
when recovered, will be delivered toowm-r on proofo f ownership 

penalty for robbing any mail-carrier, o f the mail, or any part
th ereo f.................................. ............................................................................

on second conviction, or wounding, &c., the carrier ......................
for being accessory alter the fact t o . ................................................
for at tempting to rob, by assaulting, &c ...........................................
upon persons not employés in the service, for stealing the, or

any letter from tlm ..............................................................................
for opening, Sec., such, or letter. &,c., containing any article o f

v a ln o ........................................................... ..........................................
for obtaining by fraud such, letters, Scc . ...........................................
for knowingly receiving, &c., any article o f value stolen from

the, or aiding th ere in ...........................................·................... ........
for stealing newspapers from any mail »»r post-office ...................
íe г injuring, Sec., mail-bag, See., or lock, &c., with intent to

steal, d tc ..................................................................... ..........................
for placing upon any vessel or  vehicle not used in carrying, tho

words, “  United States mail ” .........  . .........................................
foreign, trans]nutation of, may he contracted for after advertising___

shall be, in steamships ! . . . . . . . . .  ......................................................
but may be, in sailing-vessels...................................................

pay for transportation ............................................................ ..............
lines may be int (tosed upon contractors for, & c ................................
contracts not to he assigned........... .....................................................

assignments to be null and vo id ............................................. .
shall contain stipulation for the right to d iscontinuo.......

detained iu foreign ports, consuls authorized to pay postage on. 
mail matter to or from tho United States by fon igli vessels,

except, &<·., to 1ю subject to jKi.stagc if, & c............... ....................
to Ik* delivered to mul taken from tho United States post-

office ............................................................................................
penalty for failure ..................................... ....................

• are dispatched for Kurnpe when and whence..................................
for the West Indies and South Atueriean States................
for Japan, Chino, and the Sandwich islands............... .........

o f  Canada, may bo transported over territory o f  tho United States
from, &c.t if reciprocal privilege is granted...........................................

privilege may lie annulled by, &e .....................................
when so transported, to bo deemed United States

m a ils ............................................................................................
offices o f  exchango for or fr o m ...........................................................

letters, how to be stamped a t ....................................................
postage o n ...........................................................................

newspapers, postage o n ...............’. ............................................
Marines, transmission o f unpaid letters of, dec., may be provided fo r ...........
Married women may be appointed postm asters......................................... - —

bonds executed by thorn, as such, valid ...........................................
liable for misconduct in office, as if  s o lo ...........................................

Marshal палу seize all letters, &c., carried contrary to law ...............................
may be directed to seize obscene books carried by mail ......................

shall make returns to Department o f Justice o f  proceedings on 
execution in suits under postal laws............................................

to seize property o f defaulting postmasters, Scc ....................................|
publication o f  warrant o f  attachment shall be made by, in caso o f

absconding debtors........................................................................................
iu what newspaper. ..............................................................................
personal notice shall he served by, on persons known to have

property o f  defendants........... ! ....................... ...............................
hut want o f  such notice aliali not invalidato tho attach

m ent........................................- , ............................................ .

13G Sec. 143

148
137 Sec. 148
137 See. 5
43 Sec. 212
41 Sec. 240

124 Sec. 42
14 Sec. 51

10.-. Sec. 285
105 Sec. 285
105 Sec. 286
106 Sec. •237

103 Sec. 281

103 See. 281
Ш4 Sec. 281

104 Sec. 283
105 Sec. 284

IGfi See. 291

99 w ,
56 Sec. 267
56 Sec. 268
57 Sec. 208
57 Sec. 269
57 Sec. 270
Г.7 Sec. 271
57 Sec. 271
57 Sie.
58 Sec. 2*5

58 Sec. 277

277
50 Sec. 277

57 See. «73 
57 Sec. 273

57 Sec. 274

19 Sec. 155
24 See. 65
24 Sec. 65
15 Sec. 65
52 Sec. 236

137 Sec. 5

114 Sec. 318
1 Hi Sec. 320
116 See. 309

117 See. 323
117 Sec. 323

117 Sec. 324

m  Sec. 324

271 Sec. 633 

271 Sec. 633

271 Sec. 634

30fi Sec. 708 
307 Sec. 799 
307 Sec. b00

302 Sec. 702 
3 0 4  Sec. 793 
309 
309

150 Sec. 13 
150 Sec. U
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Masters o f vessels.—See Vessels.
Messen gor» in Post-Office Department, how appointed ....................................

Page. See.

3

Page. Sec.

4
12*2 Sec. 20

27
Motala, samples of, not to exceed twelve ounces in weight, may be sent by 

m a il .............................................................................................................. , .............. G3 Sec. 333
133

07 bee. 103
Mi'itia duty, employés in the postal service shall bo exempt from................. 11
Mineralogica! specimens, not exceeding twelve ounces in weight, may bo

63 See. 333
333

07 Sec. 303
13

187 Sec. 309
Mimic moan ore.—Seo Penalties.
Mistake, suits to bo brought to recover money paid b y .......................... . ......... 50
Misconduct in office, married woman liable for, as i f  sole................................. 15 Sea

of employés, suit to bo brought for money paid in consequence o f___
acting houd o f  money-order о til cos subject to all penalties for, & c ___

Moieties ot ponaltiee »hall bo for tho use o f the informer, except, & c ...........

13 Sea 
31 Sea 

115 Sec.

г.о
lut!
317

no part o f  penalty accrues to tho prosecutor, except where tho act
213 Sec. 347

o f penalties recovered for illegal »ending or carrying letters to bo
212 Sec. 3 «

Money, disposition o f  tho, o f  the Department to be superintended-by the
G

unclaimed, in dead letters for which no owner can be found, and ac
óram e from linee and penalties, shall bo deposited as part o f  the

81 Sec. 42
also money taken from tlio mail by robbery and recovered, and do-

may be advanced to agents employed to investigate mail depreda
tions, examino post-office», & e ................................................................... . 33 Sec. 48

50
stolen from tho mail may ho delivered totboow nor upon satisfactory

51 271 Soc. G34
belonging to the postal service may bo transferred between, 6¿c .........
required for postal service shall be appropriated by law out o f  postal

и  See. 5G

4G
payments of, out ot the Treasury on account o f  postal service shall

33 Sec. 47
warrant» to cover, dec., and to pay out, to be issued by tho Postmaster -

8 See. G
210 Sce. 352

352
when so sent, it will lie returned at tho risk o f tho person sending 

letter-carriers shall give honds for the payment of, received.................
*210 Soc. 352

19 Sec. 
85 Soa

97
33

postumster on taking charge o f office will" not receive from bis pro· 
dccossor any, belonging to Depuitiuent unless specially instructed

1.73 Sec. 27
hut money-order funds must bo paid over at once by hie pro-

261 Sec. íeO 1
collected by postmasters shall bo kept without using, dec., until, & c ... 
accruing ut cities where there is an assistant treasurer shall bode-

tifi Soc. 75

7G
73
73

penalty for willfully neglecting to deposit any, which is part o f
92 Soc. 45

may ho dopositod by postmasters at their own risk in any na
tional bank in tho county where there aro no designated dc-

13G
but interest on deposits not to be demanded or received .. 
name o f bank und amount on deposit to be reported quur-

13(3

136
receivcd fmm tho salo o f  money-orders, Ac., to bo deemed money-

38 Soo. 121
i <»

38 Soc. 122
all, in hands o f  postmasters at collection offices, except, A c., to bo

216 Soc. 353
304

no allowanco will bo mado for expenses in paying over, due tbo l)e-
218 Sec. 365

postmasters receiving counterfeit, will bo required to replaco tbo
218 Soc. 3G6

307
all funds received by postmasters must bo kept in current, and 

passable..................................................................................................... . 218 Soc. 368
25 P C
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M oney—Continued.
when dead Jetters containing, are forwarded to postmasters, efforts

Page. Sec. Page. Sec. 

232 Sec. 419
232 Sec. 451

record to be kept o f all payments o f postages i n .......................................
for greater security in the transfer of, through the mail, a money-

34 See. 102

250 Sec. 537

arrangements may be mado l'or the exchange o f  small sums of, by
postal-orders....................................... . ...........................................................

expenses thereof, how to be paid.............................................. .........
should not be sent through the mail, except by a money-order or in a

34 See. 103 
34 Sue. 103

145 Sec. 4
when sent by mail is at the risk o f  the owner, whether registered .......................

271 Sec. 033
Monoy-ordor accounts must be kept separato from postage accou n ts ...........

m ast show the number ana amount o f money orders issued at
329 Sec. 879

to bo adjusted daily, and excess to bo deposited ....................................... 3? Sec. 119 327 Sec. 872 
327 Sec. 872

bow “ balance on baud’* to be entered............................................... ....................... 328 Sue. 874

to be made up Saturday evening and forwarded............................
to be sent i f  no business, &c., and marked “ no business” ...........

ΙΙΙΙΙΙΙΖΖΙΙΓΙΓ

330 Sec. 894 
3.30 Sec. H.“5 
330 Soc. N9»
330 See. N-ti

all unpaid advices which fiavo been on baud leas than two
328 Sec. 876
а u

paid,repaid, and “ not issued”  orders must accompany returns. R2 Sec. 887
332 Sec. Ь88

money-order cash to be kept separato from other cash ..........................
Money order business to be entered by Auditor under bead o f  “ Revenue

39 See. 42

320 Seo. 882

253 Sec. 348
not proceeds of, to be placed to the credit o f  the Treasurer...................
oompnneation to postmasters for transacting money-order business...

39 Sec. 42 
39 Sec. 123 
39 Sec. 123

334 See. 897

o f  the necessary number o f clerks for, shall be paid out o f the
39 Sec. 125

cost o f  stationery and incidental expenses to be paid out o f tlio pro-
39 Sec. 124

337 Sec. 910
329 «<ч:. «79

Monoy-ordor funds, money received from sales o f money-orders, from fees,
3k Sec. 121

all delinquencies o f  postmasters iu paying over, shall bo reported by

postmasters aro forbidden, under severo penalties, from converting,
38 Sec. 122 334 Sec. 895

334 Soo. 890
35 Sec. 104
38 Soc. 122
38 S4*c. 122

failure to pay over, ίο be prima facie  evidence o f  embezzlement. 38 Soc. 122
201 See. .380

if  lato postmaster fails to pay over, what proceedings to he had 
assistant treasurer shall open an account of, deposited, and o f

201 Suo. M l

38 Sec. 121
iimiructiouH o f  Post-Office Department relating to quarterly balances

328 Soc. 878
320 Sec. 870
327 Sec. H71

37 Soc. 117 320 Seo, bio
37 Sec. 117
37 Sec. 117

from the postal revenues to the postmaster at any money-order
37 Sec. 118

account«! o f  all transfert! tınıl payments from ami to, may bo reqmred
37 Sea 119

payments and transfers to be under the direction o f the Postmaster-
37 Sec. 117

postmasters in corta in casen wiil be allowed credit with the post-
332 Si ч?. 889
832 Sec. 8«-!·
M2 Seo. WHI

drafts will be sent to moot unpaid advices in special exigencies......... ........................ 332 Si-o. 891
333 Se<o 892

luuet bo »ij-uiMİ by tlio postmasters themselves.............................. ......................... 333 Seo. 8D2
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Money dtder funds—Continued.
"collootiou drafts are not issued upon lute postmasters for balance due

o n .......................................................................................................................
Monoy-order offices, divided into two classes........................................................

o f  the iirst class are depositories, (list in ita lic s )...........................
o f  the socoud class deposit their surplus funds.............................
o f  either class may draw on any other office in the lis t ...............

hut an order cannot be diuwn on an office nut in the liet.
new bond to be /riven by postmasters a t . . . . ............................................. .

shall contain an additional condition for faithful performance,

shall be delivered to Auditor on death, «Le., o f  postm aster........
new postmaster on taking charge, to do w hat...........................................
necessary number o f  clerks may bo employed a t .....................................

to do paid out o f  the proceeds..............................................................
postmasters «ut, may in cose o f sickness or, «Lc., authorize chief clerk,

&.C., to act in his place, 6cc., with the approval, & c ................................
may repay orders issued by themselves, provided, «Le.................

but fee not to be re fu n ded ........................................................
Money-order system may be established at all suitable post-offices...............

its ob ject ..............................................................................................................
what expected o f postm asters.. - ...................................................................
superintendent of, how appointed..................................................................

bis sałaty...................................................................................................
may act as special a g e n t .....................................................................
allowance to, f«»r traveling expenses as special agent...................

special agents employed under the, to be paid out o f  tiio proceeds, «Le.
M oney-orders, their object ................................ .....................................................

differ from bauk druft, or check, h o w ..........................................................
rules for issuing..................................................................................................
can be issued ouly on offices named in list o f  money-order offices........

names o f  ónices must not be abbreviated.........................................
corrections in list to be made by post muster, when, & c . .............

should be signed by postmuster, but may be signed by usMStantor
designated clerk .............................................................................................

designated clerk, bow appointed ......................................................
posi masters responsible l'or the acts o f  subordinates...................
signatures must be written..................................................................

should be made payable to one person, or to ono linu o u ly ....................
can be drawn on any office in printed list furnished by superinten

dent . . ................................................................ ................................................
but not on an offico not in tbe l is t ........................................ ............

may be drawn for any amount not exceeding $50......................................
when a larger sum is required additional orders must be ob

tained ................................................................. ...................................
but more than t hree, not to be issued the same day. ou the

samo offico, to наше p ay »«......................................................
when an aggregate o f  $.100 is issued in one day upon a second-class

office, the issuing post master to send n o tice ...........................................
not to bo delivered until tbc amount thereof and the proper foe bave

been deposited..................................................................................................
penalty for so delivering.........................................................................

no moneys to be received in payment, except, & c....................................
checks not to be received .................................................................................
must bear the stamp o f  the office o f issue and office o f payment...........

orders net having stamp will l>o rejected as v o u c h e r s ... ............
not to be valid uuloss drawn on printed forms furnished........................

nor i f  bearing more than one indorsement........................................
nor unless presented within a y e a r ....................................................

but a new order may be directed to l>o issued......................
fractional purls o f  a cent must not be introduced ....................................
laws now in force shall apply to all. issued under this a c t .....................
in cities where branch-offices aro in operation, may be issued by as

sistant postmasters, or clerks in charge, i f  authorized........................
blank forms o f  application for, shall be supplied.......................................

how to be tilled u p ............................................................................ ..
to be preserved, how lon^ .....................................................................
forms for money-orders shall bo furnished.......................................

not to bo valid unless drawn upon such form ......................
each to be accounted f o r ...................... ....................................
i f  any blank older be omitted or duplicated, how to pro-

Fage. Sec.

39 Sec. 65 
39 Sec, 65

39 Sec. 125 
39 Sec. 125

35 Sec. 106

38 Sec. 102

5 Sec. 3
6 Sec. 4 

12 Sec, 34 
12 Sec. 34 
12 Sec. 35

34 Sec. 104

35 Soc. 106 

35 Sec. 106

35 Soc. 107

34 Sec. 104
35 Sec. 105

36 Sec. I l l  
36 Sec. I l l

35 Soc. 104

34 Sec. 104
35 Sec. 108
35 Sec. 105
36 Soc. 108 
30 Sec. 109 
30 Sec. 109

ccod
blanks to he kent securely .................- ........................

i f  form is spoiled in tilling, what to be d on e .......................
when issued for sums less than one dollar, how to bo

liliali u p .....................................................................................
persons applying for. to state particulars..................................................

to be advised with respect to places on which order· arc desired. ........................
to sco  that they arc properly tilled up and stam ped.................................................

no alterations or erasures permitti-d....................................... I.........................
may be changed i f  purchaser desires i t ..................................i 30 S í«. 1 it

for which a new fee shall be exac t e d .......................... j 30 Soc. 113
record o f pai ticulavs to be made upon issuing ................................ ·.........................

Regula
tions.

Page. Sec.

261 Sec. 580
314 See. 815
ЗЫ SeC. 815
314 Soc. sir·
314 Sw. 815
315 See. 815
330 Sec. 905

330 Sec. 905

335 See. 909

319 See. 831
316 Sec. 815

Sec. 833

813
314 Soc. 814

See, 813
314 Sec. 813

317 Sec. 823
318 Sec. 823
318 See. 824

319 See. P31
319 Sec. 832
319 Sic. 831
319 Sec. 832
318 St«. 820

314 Seo. 815
315 See. 815
315 Sea 815

315 Sec. 815

318 Sec. 828

ЗП Sec. 821

317 See. 822

317 Soc. 822
317 See. 8*2*2
319 Seo. 829
319 See. 829

815
310 Soc. 815

318 Sec. 8-25

335 Sec. 901
316 Sec. 810

317 Sec. 819

336 Sec. 904,
:lm; Sec. 904
317 ScC. Ы9

318 Sec. 828
815

319 Sec. c30
315 Sec. 815
Itili Sec. 818
320 Soc. 834
315 See. 815

820
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M oney-orders—Continued. Paje. Sec. 
35 Sec. 107

*
Page. Sec. 
315 Ser. tí 15

over $10 and not exceeding £20, ten cen ts .............................. 35 Sec. 107 315 Sec. 815'
over $20 ami uot exceeding $30, fifteen cents........................
over $30 and not exceeding $10. tw enty cen te ...........

35 See. 107 315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec. tílG

over $10 and not exceeding $50, twenty-five c e n ts .............. 35 See. 107 315 See. 815
3Kİ Sec. tí 17

to be exacted for new erdei* issued to correct error ............ 30 Sec, 113
320 Sec. $33

30 Sec. 114 320 Sec. £33
320 Sec. fc'OJ

account o f all, may be required daily................... ..............................
ftccouuts to bo но kept by the Auditor ns to show tbo amount of,

rece iv ed ........................................ .............................. 37 Sec. ISO
310 Sec. 817

notice o f  tbo issuing of, shall be sent to Tbo postmaster on whom it is

penalty for negligence in sending a d v ice s ............................
given names o f remitter and payco to be entered iu full

316 Sec. tí 17 

318 Sec. 820
advices to be checked before læing dispatched................................ 321 Sec. «42
when second or duplicato advice is required, form headed “  see*

318 Sec. 827
i f  second advice be received wit Ii corrections, what to be done, 
not to be paid until letter o f  advice is received .........................

321 Sec. 843.
3*22 Sec. 840

if no ml vice lias been recoivod, inquiry to be s e n t ......................... 3*23 Sec. 840»

i f  au advice is  received by postmaster which is not 
drawn on his oftice............................................. 321 Sec. 841

when presented for payment, to bo examined and compared................. 321 Sec. 844
322 Sec. 644

identity o f  perenn presenting to Le proved, плюяя, & c ............ 321 Sec. 844
322 Sec. 640

i f  order di (Ters from advico, payment to be refused, unless Arc 322 Sec. 847
delay iu pay input to bo avoided, liuw ...................................... 322 Sec. 81«

322 See. 84e
penalty upon postmasters having sutticieut tumis and refusing 

to pay........................................................................ 322 See. 848
not to bo paid by postmaster unions drawn on his office, but, A c. 322 Sec. 845

321 Sec. 839
i f  refused for want o f  advices, lo  be included in, & c .......... 327 Sec. 873

payment of, cannot bedemanded on the day o f  issue...............
may bo delayed live davs, w h e n ..................... 315 Sec. 815
may bo withhold ou request, Ac., for time to furnish proof 

o f  mistake................................................... 323 See. 855
the case and proof must lie referred to Department.

may bo forbidden by Postmaster-General to persons, Ac., 
engaged in fraudulent lotteries, g ift -enterprises, Ac., 
and tbo amount o f such orders returned to remitters . . .  

not to bo mado to second person unless indorsed, Ac., or 
power o f  attorney, A c ....... ............................

90 See. 300

323 Sec. 851
payee of, may indorse tő any other person, who may receive

the money theroon i f ................. .........................................................
having more than one indorsement shall not bo va lid ........

payment to co refun od ............................................
30 See. 11S 
30 Sec. 113

315 See. PI5 
315 See. 815

ilio holder to apply for a new order, returning tbo 
original, A c ................................ 36 Sec. 112 326 Sec. 808 

325 Sec. 800when presented after one year; bow payment is to bo obtained..
register o f  advices to bo examined, and (hose more than 

a year old to bo underscored and sent to Department as 
invalid ....................., ..................

alter paying. Department not liable, provided, A c ......................... 323 See. 854

dato o f payment to be stamped upon order, und upon back 
o f tbo advice, and entry m ado......................................... 323 Sec. 643

if not correctly receipted, or stamped with date o f  pay
ment, w ill bo disallowed............. 323 See. 852

323 Sec. tí¿>0 !
shall bo repaid upon thn application o f tho person wlm obtuined it i f

lose than a year olii, and with only ono indorsement............................
but not tho feo ......................................

30 Sec. 114 
3« Sec. 114

319 Sec. 8331
320 Sec. 8331
319 St C. - ■
320 Soc. ç30 
319 Sec. 833

to whom repayment must 1ю mudo.............
rant ion to be exorcised..........................
proceedings in regard to advices .........

when mistake has been made and new order is requested, 
the word “ repaid”  and date to bo written or stamped on the 

fare, and entry mado..............................
320 Soc. 834

320 Sec. 835 
320 Soc. 830repaid orders, by whom to ho signed

whpn repaid in duplicate, stops to ho t a k e n ............... 320 Sec. 837 '
postmaster receiving notice o f repayment, todo  w h a t .................

when lost, duplicates will bo issued, and lmw ............................................
to 1ю issued only by tho Department ..............................
under no circumstance a lu be issued by postm aster.........

30 Sec. i 15
3*21 Sec. 838 
310 Sec. 815 
325 Sec. 803 
325 See. 603
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Honey orders—Continued. Patje. Sec. Page. Sec.
certificato to accom pany................................................. w35 'ł CrOC. T5TTJ

no fee to be charged fo r ........................................... ..................
original order to be canceled il‘ presented alter duplicate has 

been applied fo r ................................................................................ ..
what entry to bo made in register o f advices after sigu ing certifi

cate ......................................................................... .............. ................
postmaster to send notice to payee.................................................... dii,'» See. SG4 

3*25 Sec. 805 
32-1 Sec. 853

324 Sec. 859 
333 Sec. 893 
3*28 Sir. 875

identity o f payee or indorseo to bo ascertained..............................
i f  betli order and advice are lost, second advice to bo forwarded 
i f  original order is found before, &c., special permission to pay 

it will b eg iven ......................................... .............. .............................
.......................

deposits, bow to be m ado..................................................................................
postmasterswill bo beid accountable for fai lure to remi tor deposit 
“ reservo”  allowed to l>e withheld, and amount o f ........................ 333 Sec, 894 

328 Sec, 877

must not withhold more money than will suffice to pay 
orders o f  which they may have advices on hand less 
than two weeks ............... ........................................................

this instruction explained ..........................................................
negligence in transmitting weekly returns, forwarding advices, re

mitting or depositing funds, &e.,* to be guarded ugainst...... .............
to be reported to the Department .......................................... .......

........................ 336 Sec. 900

unexpected difficulties to be communicated to tlm Department ............ 337 Sue. 908
facts show ing necessity o f  a modification o f present rules to be com

municated to tuo Departm ent........................ ............... .................... ....... 337 Sue. 909 1
expenses not authorized to be incurred by postmasters without special 

permission, except, & o ........................ .".......... ........................................... 334 See. 898

books, envelopes, & c.( s u p p lie d .......................................................
registers and cash-books are the property o f the Department, and

must he delivered up when, & c............. .....................................................
circulars and instructions must be kept on tile ..........................................

335 Sue. 898

336 Sue. 90-2 
336 Suu. 903 j

penalty for forging........................................................................................... .
for falsely altering, or passing, with iutent to defraud.................

37 Sec. Ill) 
37 Sue. 110

34 Sec. 103

Money orders, foreign :
arrangements may bn made with foreign governments for the ex

change o f small sums o f  money by .........................................................
34 See. 103

Money-orders to Great. Britain aiul Ireland :
.Now York and Loudon the international exchange offices...................
certain offices authorized to issue, on New York, ami to p a y .................

338 Sue. 911 
3.W Sue. 912 
338 Sec. 912

not to contain a fractional part o f  a c e n t ........... ........................................ 338 Suli. 912
cannot bo drawn for a determinate suiu in g o ld ........................................
repayment of, how m ade...................„ ...................................................

338 Sec. 913 
311 Sue. 918

$30, seventy-five c en ts .............................................................................
610, ono d ollar.......................................................................................... ........................ 338 Sue. 912 

338 Sue. 912
600. one dollar and twenty-five cents.................................................
to be paid in Unilcd States, or national bank notes......................

applications fui·, how to bo filled u p ...........................................................
........................

338 Sec. 912 
lew Sue. 912

postmaster at New Y ork ou receiving, to do what...................................
further duties....................................................................... ......................... 340 Sec. 915 

340 Sec. 910
postmaster receiving order issued by postmaster at Now Y'ork, to

.311 Sec. 917
i f  con non be not received, &.e., how to proceed................................
transfers to be m a d e ............................................................................. ....................... 341 Sec. 919

342 Sec. 920
342 Sec. 921

statements to bo sent every Saturday evening...........................................
compensation to postm asters........................................................................
incidental expenses, &c ....................................................................................

Money-orders to Germany and Switzerland :
New York and Cologne Hu international exchange offices....................

.........................

342 See. 921
342 See. 922 
312 Si c. 923

343 Sec. 926

fees for, on orders nut exceeding $5, fifteen cents .....................................
$10, twenty-five cents........... .......................................... .................... .. .................  . .

343 Sue. 925 
343 Sue. 923

$50, fioventy-fivo cen ts ............................................................................
¿fu, one d o llar ............................................................. .. ........................ 343 Sec. 925

$âO,ono dollar ami twenty-five cent н................................................
proceduro di fid 's from that relating Vo British orders

313 See. 925 
343 Sec. 927

now payable............................................... ................... .....................................
Mutilateli currency, postmasters not required to accept, in payment o f  <Lc · — - .............. 343 Sue. 928 

218 Sue. 367
Newe-agents may receive packages o f  newspapers from route-agents 

may mail newspapers to buna fide subscribers, provided ¿ke
70 Sec. 141 174 Sec. 126 

174 Sec. 127
Newspaper-bills and receipts may be inclosed in newspapers without sub

jecting package to newspaper-postage.......................... 168 Sec. 91
Newspaper-envelopes. See Λcwspaper-wrappers.
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Гаде. See. Patje. See. ,

ałtnuld bi; securely folded and fastened .......................................................
Cl See. 130 ;

145 See. 3 
173 Sec. 122

i f  noi но wrapped to be subject to letter-postage...............
wrappers may be removed at the oUice o f  delivery for the pur

69 Sec. 136 1 

69 Sec. 137

173 Sec. 123

shall not bo received unless sufficiently dried and properly w rap ped .. 
packages of, to one address with names o f so  bacii bers und postage 

paid fora  quarter in advance, shall bo delivered..................................

69 Sec. 13d 

69 Sec. 139 172 Sec. Π7 
1711 Sec. 1 3  
170 Sec. 103

70 Sec. 139 177 See. 14D
67 Sec. 163 171 Sec. 108
Ή Sec. 160 271 See. 106

may be paid either at the otlico o f  mailing. or o f d elivery .........
must bo accounted for in the official quarter in which it is re· ........................ 176 See. 138

when paid at the mailing-ollico, publisher must preparo receipt
176 Sec. HO

17« See. 141
affidavit by publisher of, that ho lias not sent by mail without pre-

71 See. 162 177 Sec. 146
pcnalty for sending to othor than regular subscribers, or re·

71 Sec. 162
if marked so ’ as to convey information, entire packngo subject to

167 Sec. 83
95 Sec. 142 168 Sec. 91 

168 See. 92
a Himplo mark to call attention does not subject packago to

168 See. 92
penalty for incloHÍng letter. &c., Γη matter not charged with letter-

70 Sec. 142
publishers of, may writo address o f  regular subscribers on papers.

70 Six. 14« 173 Sec. 121

174 Sec. 128

174 Sec. 128
prospectuses of, to be charged os circulais, and postage required in 174 Sec. 128 

174 Sec. 129
may bo mnilod to regular subscriber»by agentaas well aa publishers,

174 Sec. 127
71 Sic. 161 170 Sec. 104
71 Sec. 161 170 Sec. 104

Lesned without disclosing tbo office o f  publication, or containing a 
fictitious statement thereof, must not bo forwarded, urdesH prepnid

172 Sec. 115
publications having the form of, but printed for grain ¡tons circula

172 Soc. 116
remaining in any post-office, how disposed of. when not called f o r . . . . 69 Sec. 59

publishers of, to bo notified when ниliscribere«ball refuso to tnketho
70 Sec. 140 233 Sec. 457

cannot lawfully be carried outside o f  the mail, on board any packet
211 See. 311

except those in use. or done up and directed to bona fule dealers 
may be convoyed, out o f  the mail, for sulo or distribution by con-

211 Sec. 341

70 Sec. 143 213 See. 346
packages of, may bo received and delivered by route-agents from

70 See. 144 174 Sec. 126
231 Sec. 445

contractors are not permitted to leave bags of, on their routes.............
obscene, or lewd, shall not bo carried in tlio m ail.......................................

penalty for knowingly depositing, &c., for m ailing.......................
for taking from the mail, for the parposo o f disposing of. 

search for, and sei zuro of, to ho mode, how and by whom ............

136 Sec. 148
137 Sec. 148 
1:17 See. 148 
137 See. 5 
117 See. 323

194 Sec. 261 
167 Sec. 88

227 Sec. 417
30 Sec. 183

addressed to persons foreign-bom in w hat.......................................
proposals for carrying the mail shall bo advertised in w h a t ...............

30 Sec. 189 
4 1 Sec. £43 

1 44 Sec. 243
such advertisements shall not be paid for without having been

requested................................................................................ ............
penalty for detaining improperly or  destroying, Slc., any, & c .............

for opening, &c., any mail or package of, not addressed, S¿c . . .

44 Sec. 243 
10Λ Sec. Ító4 
10.'* Sec. 284 
105 Sec. 284

»out in the mails to Great Britain,.Germany, &cM nre subject to what 
regulations........................................................................................ ............. 312 See. 805



391

I ndex to the P ostal L aws and R egulations. L aw . R egula
tions.

Page. Нес.

78 Sec. П

77 Sec. 109

78 See. 174

78 Sec. 173 
78 Sec. 173 
78 Sec. 173

Newspapers— Cont ionod.
printed matter, samples, or patterns cannot be registered to

countries under which no fee is stated............... - ...............................................
Newspaper-wrappers shall be provided with postage-stamps impressed........ 77 Sec. lţ-9

HİmlI bo kept for sale at all post-offices........................................................  "
requisitions for, how to bo made, and on w h om .......................................
supplies for three months to he ordered................................... .................
post mas tors who have failed to render quarterly returns will not be

supplied until. A c .......................... ............ ....................................................
on receiving, to count and receipt f o r .............................................

i f  damaged, how to p roceed ......................................................
i f  returned, package must bo registered................................

are furnished only to postulasteis for sale........................ .................... ...
how to he sold .....................................................................................................
to be sold only for cash at prices stated, A c ...............................................

shall not besold for more than is charged by tho Department. .. 
ale forbidden to be Sold lor less than Department rates by

postmasters not specially authorized............................................
must not be sold at a discount, except in a few o f the larger

cities to certain designate»! hn al agents.......................................
discount not to exceed, A c ................................ .....................
such «ales must be specially authorized......... ’...................

how to lie charged, and accounted fo r .................... . ............. ............
postmasters shall be held accountable for all furnished ......... ..............
penalty for neglecting, Ac., to account for, or unlawfully disposing

o f them.................................................. ..........................................  ...... . · · .
money received for. to be paid over in the same manner as money

received for p osta g e ........................ ...........................................................
inclosing money to pay f«>r, is prohibited. .................................................
monthly reports o f amounts rece i ve» I, sol »I, and on hand, to bo made ,

by what offices........................................... ................................. .............: -
to be turned over by  retiring postmaster to his successor aud receipt

transmitted .. ............................................................................. .................
to be delivered, i f  office 1ю discontinued, to tho postmaster named,

and receipt laken .............................................. . .........................................
not to have any printing, except ................................................................
postmaster claiming credit for, burnt, lost,or destroyed, how to pro

ceed ......................  - - ...............................................................................
credit will not b»· allowed whore offices have l»een robbed.......

the postage on. spoiled in directing may In* refunded in stamps, if. A c 
those redeemed must In* acht, with a special letter, to Third

Assistant Postm aster-General......................................................
pnekag»* must lie registered............................ ...................................

i f  not, and lost, amount not to bo credited ...........................
letters l>earing stamps out from, cannot he sent as prepaid . . . .  -----
stamps on, must ho effectually canceled, A»·., at the mailing o ffice .. .  

i f  omitted at mailing office to be »lone at delivery »»flico and 
delinquent reported

Page.

31*2 Sec.

78 Sec. 172 

80 S«4î. 45

77 Soc. 169

nse o f rating or post marking stamp in canceling positively 
ibi ted.prohibite

record to be kept at distributing and separating offices o f p ack age
of, passing through said offices....................................................................

form o f  r e co r d .........................................................................................
ln»w to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, no

"correct”  return-bill is received....................................................
postmasters ami others will be hold strictly accountable lor tül pack

agi'« of, passing through their hands........................................................
the original registered number o f  each package of, must be placed on

the outer wrapper, when re wrapped ut »listribut ing office...................
no compensation allowed for tho sub' o f .......................... ..........................
penalty for forging, Ac.. postage-stamps, A c ...................

for knowingly using, Ac., or having in possession forged, die.,
with intent, & o ....................................................................................

for making, & c,, stamps without authority, A c . .............................
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person with intent, A c . , 
for forging or using forge« 1 stamp o f furei go government, A c . ..

Oath, to bo taken by all employés in the postal serv ice .............................. .......
form o f  ....................................................................................................
before whom taken ..............................................................................

employés shall ho mi Meet to penalties, Ac.* for violation o f luw,
whether they have taken the, nr n o t ...........  ...................... - - - - ---------

quarterly accounts o f  moneys received, shall bo rendered by
postmasters u n d er .............................................. .........· ..............................

may bo required to accompany certain «tatémente o f  ] юн tom aters...
o f  bidder to accompany proposals for carrying the mail
o f  masters »if vessels leaving the United Stat»·« as to roc»Mvmg certain

letters on board............................................................................................. .
o f  masters o f vessels arriving, Ac,, as to depositing all lotters at near-

est post-office...................................................... .......... ·· ·  — ; * * · ; -----
shall be mn»lo by masters o f  vessels carrying the mail, that they havo

delivered such mail ....................................................................................
penalty for failure to make s u ch ............................................... ........

required ol' publisher o f  newspaper, that he has not mail. A c ..............

78 Sec. 175

Sec.

807

219 Sec. 
219 Sec.

220 Sec. 
220 Sec. 
220 Sec. 
220 Sec. 
219 Sec.

222 See. 
222 Sec.

371
372

373
377
378 
378 
370

S '*
391

222 Sec. J93

222 St'C. 
222 Seo. 
222 Sec. 
220 Sec.

392
392
392
379

222 See. 394

221 See. 
221 Sec.

221 Sec.

221 Sec.

221 Sec.

222 Sec.
222 See.
223 Soc.

223 Sec. 
223 Sec. 
223 Sec. 
223 Sec.
223 Sec.

224 Sec. 

224 Soc.

224 Sec.
224 Sec.

225 Sec, 

225 Sec.

381
382

380

387

388

395
396 
398

400
400
400
401
404

405

406

409
409

410

411

235 Soc. 412
222 S»*c. 389

79 Sec. 178

79 Sec. 178
79 Soc. 178
79 S«O. 17«
80 Sec. 179
23 Soc. 15 150 Son. 14
23 Sec. 15 151 Soc. 14
23 Soc. 15

23 Soc. 16

25 Sec. 72 219 Soc. 536
« St*c. 83 257 Нею. 555
45 Sec. 240

51 S»*c. 233

51 Soc. 231

53
53

S»*€. O-KV
Sec. 222

71 Sec. 162 177 Soc. 146
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Oath—Continued. Page.
71 Sec.

Sec.
Ib2

Page. See.

İn relation to the settlenient o f  account*, &c., mav be administered 
by Auditor, or tho mayor o f any city, jutitice o f  the peace, or judge

122 See. 24
122 Sec. 24

254 Sec. 551
262 Sec. 

167 Sec.

581

88
Obscene books, pamphlets, pictures, papers, prints, ¿¿c.t shall not be carried

136 Sec. 148
penalty for knowingly depositing, ¿cc.t each books, &c., for

137 Sec. 148
for taking from the mail, for the purpose o f  dispoHiug o f 137 Sec. 

137 Sec.
148

5
233 Sec. 458

Offenders, nil, a g n ir iN t  thopostal laws may bo prosecuted before the oircuit
113 Sec. 304
113 Sec. 305

Offenses.—See Penalties.
committed in places nnder the jurisdiction o f the United States, and 

ı m ı ı İ N İ ı a b l e  by tho laws o f  the State, though not prohibited by any
MS Sec. 295

subsequent repeal, &c., o f  any such State law not to affect proa-
108 Sec. 295 1

lieretoforo committed, and piinishablo under any law hereby re
pealed, shall bo prosecuted as if  this act had not passed.............

Officers making seizures under postal laws, how protected................................
Offices, employee o f  tho Department prohibited from holding State or muni

100 Ree. 
52 Sec.

327
237

137
139

Official communications o f the Post-Office Department which, Ac., shall be
75 Sec. 127

chargeable with the same rates o f  postage as those o f other
134

Official forms cd' paper to be used in connection with receipts and ex-
121 See. 9 0

8 Sec. 6
249 See. 534
249 Sec. 534

Omnibus-lines are permitted to carry and deliver letters, when covered by
52 See. 239 177 »Sec. 151 '

only Íettors relating solely to freight may be lawfully carried
177 Sea 152'

ru· fæ s  allowed to any, which carrios tho mail, nor to any pernou on
183 Sec. 190

penalty upon owners of, for knowingly carrying any person acting
as a private express for conveyance o f letters and packets, & c .........

lor carrying letters and packets otherwise than in the mail,
99 Sec. 

100 Sec.

229

231 212 See. 342 ;
Orders, oriitmaUug'a claim, or affecting accounts, shall ho certified to tho

12 Sec. 29
assigning or changing salaries o f postmasters shall be in writing........ 17 .Sec. 

17 Sec.
84
84

17 Sec. 84
120 Sec. 18

Ores, samples of, not exceeding twelve ounces in weight may bo sent by
63 Sec. 133 172 Sec. 109
63 Sec. 133 166 Sec. 82
67 Sec. 163 172 Sec. 109
12 Sec. 30

Packages. See Seizure*.
63 Sec. 134 168 See. 90

of small newspapers to one address issued, &c., poslugo ou, one cent
67 Sec. 160 171 Sec. 100

o f clothing, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent to en-
67 Sec. 164

164 172 Sec. 111
o f  seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions o f any weight not exceed-

134
134
134 171 Sec. 108

Packets. »See Lettert,
172 Sec. 119
233 Sec. 456
233 Sec. 456

136 Sec. 14*
penalty for knowingly dupoHİıiug, & .C ., for mailing ................................ 137 Sec. 

137 Sec.
148
148

search for, and seizure of, to bo made how, and by whom ....................... 137 Sec. 
12 Sec.

0
36

Pay. So© Compensation : Saları/.
41 See. 221 2tC Sec. 333

o f contractors for additional service............................................................ 4tí Sec. 260 1
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Гау—Continued. Page. See. 
48 Sec. 261

Page. See.

4(1 Sec. 266
9 Sec. 8
7 Sec. 4

49 Sec. 264
o f railway companies for carrying the mail on railways having

43 Sec. 214
shall bo adjusted according to average weight o f  maile, upon 

conditions that, A c ............................................................................... 135
135

if railway companies now furnishing railway post-office cars, 
shall refuso to provide such cars, they shall not be entitled to

135
additional, may'be allowed for increase in length o f  cars............. 135

length o f cars required shall ho determined by the Post
on ico Department, and shall bo properly fitted up, A c . . 135

84 Sec. 40
64 Ï5JJC. 39 

46 Sec. 259
no person shall receive, for carrying the mail until he has executed

Payments, postmasters can only make, according to instructions or in con-
194 Sec. 258

at collectiou-officoe, must be ready to make, at the end o f  each
217 Sec. 361

to contractors must bo made only upon the production o f  collection-
210 Sec. 353

when order is presented, all money must be paid over, except

217 Sec. 353 
217 Sec. 359 
217 See. 35«

217 Soc. 360

payment cannot bo refused because contractor is in d ebted ........
such refusili is prima-fnei··. evidence o f embezzlement . . . .  
failure to pav such orders ov drafts will bo followed by

........................

receipt must bo transmitted by the first mail after payment,
217 Sec. 3C1

must never be inclosed with quarterly returns, but sent
218 Sec. 361

receipts, not on the printed forms furnished, will not bo
216 Sec. 333
216 Sec. 353

after expiration o f  contract no payments can be made uniese
194 Sec. 200

to mail-ш essen gere are to be luade under general instructions at the
214 Sec. 349
214 Sec. 349
217 Sec. 356
215 Sec. 349
215 Reo. 349
214 Sec. 349
215 Sec. 349
215 Sec. 349

must not bo inclosed with quarterly returns........................
to mail-carriers to special offices aro to be made quarterly in the samo

manner as to mail-messengers......................................................................
to local agents,are to be made in the samo manner as to mail-messengers
suits tobo  brought to recover, mado by m istake............. ..........................
by  a postmaster, after a now bond, may be applied to discharge bal·

......................... 215 Sec. 349

194 Sec. 257 
215 Sec. 350

13 See. 50 

24 Sec. 60
on account o f  i »ostal service, to be inaile by warrants in purmianco o f

33 Sec. 47
to persons to whom the ваше símil lie certi lied to be duo by

33 Sec. 48
to and from money-order offices shall be under the direction o f tlio

from ]K)stal money-order funds, accounts of, may be required daily . · 
by  postmasters **ut o f the receipts o f their offices, shall be cort ifi ed 

quarterly to tho Postmaster-General by Auditor, designating heads

37 Sec. 119 

124 Sec. 52
amounts thus certified by Auditor to bo crediteli to postal rev-

124 Sec. 53
Penalties, acting head o f money-order offices shall be subject to all, for mis-

31 Sec. 100
all, imposed for violation, die., except, Ac., shall be deposited as part

shall, when recovered, be paid Into the Treasury, excent, A c , ................
may bo remitted with written consent o f  Postmast or‘G en era l...........
one-half o f  certain, to go to informer, and tho other half to the (

no part of, accrues to prosecutor, except whore specially pro·

I 33 Sec. 57 
115 Sec. 316 
33 Sec. 57 

115 See. 317 Í 212 Sec. 344

213 Sec. 347
recovery of, for violation o f  postal laws, shall ho enforced by Auditor 

and also arising under other statutes, where, A c ........... .........—
1,2 Ser. 23 
122 Sec. 23
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Penaltiea—Continued.
o f bonds o f  poetmaetora, to bo determined by the PoHtmaetor-General 

Penalty upon poHt mast its for neglect to m utar m eou ut«.....................
Page. Sec. 

1"» Sec. 65
Page. Sea.

for falso swearing in rendering tlicir incoante................................
fur knowingly depositing obsceno books, S:c., in post odine.....................

u:i Sru. 79

for taking obsceno books flom  tlie mail for the purpose o f  dis
posing o f them ..........................................................................

for forgi и ·ί. &c., any homi, bid, or writing, with intent to d efrau d ...
137 Sec. 148 
107 Si c a'» I

lor knowingly uttering suoli l'urgi il writing, ¿¿e.............................
upon poetш;ister or other officer, for certifying to aulliciency o f

107 Sec. 21)4 

101 Sec. 247
for entering into combinations, áte., in regard to contracts for 

carrying mail, preventing bids, «Lc ..................................................
for ottering inducements to persons not to make bids for carry

ing the mail....................................................................
upon bidder receiving an award ol* contract, and wrongfully re

fusing to enter into con tra ct ................................................... 101 Sec. 234
upon employés in post-office, for being interested in contracts 

for carrying the m a il ....................................................................... 92 Sec. 12
23 Sec. 16

for w illfully neglecting to deposit any m oney which is part o f postal 
revenues....................................................................

for knowingly swearing falsely relating to any expenditure, etc...........
for establishing a privato express for carrying letters, & c.......................

92 Sec. 24 
99 Sec. 228

upon owners o f vehicles, &cM for knowingly conveying any 
person acting as such prívate exprese ....................... ................... 99 Sec. 229

<19 Sex'. 230
upon owners o f  certain vehicles for carrying otherwise than in

100 SCC. 231 

100 Sec. 232
for carrying any letter, except in the mail, on any vessel that 

carries tlm m a il.....................................................................................
forfeiture o f  lettors, «Le., carried contrary to la w ...............

upon persons engaged in carrying tb» mail fur receiving, &e., 
any li tter contrary to law .................................................................. 99 Sec. 227

upon postmasters, for unlawfully detaining letters with intent, & c ... 
upon employés for same о Лепне.....................................................

95 Sec. 145

for secreting, or destroying, Lc., letters not containing

for secreting or destroying, «Le., lotters, «fee., in their pos
session to bo carried by mail, «Le., containing any arti
cle o f v a lu e ................................................................................. 102 Sec. 279

for taking, «Le., any such article out o f  such letters, what 
to ho evidence that the letter was intended to be cur-

103 Sec. 279
upon persons, not employés, for stealing the mail, or any letter

103 Sec. 281 

103 Sec. 281
for  opening, «Le., such mail o r ‘letter, «Le., containing an

for obtaining by fraud such mail, letters, L c ................. a . . .
upon any Person, lor inclosing letter in mail matter not charge

able with letter·-postage, or writing th ereon ..................... ...........

104 Sec. 281 

95 See. 142
for taking any lettor, «Le., from pest-ottico, with intent,

90 Sec. 147
for willful injury to any receptacle for the deposit o f mail-matter

for willfully, ÃLC., injuring mail-matter in а letter-box, or aiding 
th ere in ................... ...............................................................................

93 Sec. 96 

102 Sec. 278
for unlawfully wearing uniform o f  letter-carrier....................................... 19 Sec. 94

for assaulting letter-carrier while in uniform .................................. 93 Sea 96
upou postmasters, tor acting as agent o f  a lottery--ottico, S¿c ................... 93 Sec. 79

upon any person, for know ingly depositing circulars for  lotte
ries, glitr on tern rises, c ...................................................................... 96 Sec. 149

upon any person who has charge o f the mail, for voluntarily quitting 
it before delivery at post-office, & c .........................·.................................. 106 Sec. 288

100 Sec. 241
upon ferrymen, for willfully delaying the pannage o f  m a ll ...........
for robbing any carrier, dec., o f tlio mail, or auy part thereof . .

101 S ea 242 
105 Sec. 2«5

for attempting to rob tho mail by assaulting, «Le........................... 106 Š ea  287
for knowingly receiving, &c., any article o f  value stolen from

104 See. 283
105 Sea 283

for boiiii; accessory after the fact to auy offense against postal
104 Sec. 282

for injurio g,'&c., mail-hag, <Lc., or lock, «Le., with intent to steal mail,
& .C ........................................................................................................................ 106 Sec. 291

for stealing, «Le., any key to mail-lock in use. or aiding therein .. JOG Sec. 202

for having sucii key in possession with unlawful intent ........... 107 Sea 292
for delivering any lock or key to persons not authorized to re-

107 Sec. 292 
94 Sec. 1U5for issuing money-order without Örst receiving the money therefor . .
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Penaltıca—Continued.
for lorgiug, d c., any m oney-order........................................................

or falsely altering. or ps.saing with intent !/» defraud.........
for misusing money-on « or fumle, or aiding therein .......................

failure to pay over, to be prima-facic evidence o f embez
zlement ........................................................................................

for opening. d c., any mail or package o f newspapers not ndtlreaaod, &c. 
for detaining improperly, or destroying, &c., any newspaper,dc
for stealing newspaper« from any mail or post-office.................. .
upon publishers of newspapers for unlawfully sending newspa

pers, d e ., to other than regular я ubiseli bers, d c., or refusing
affidavit required, d c ...................... ..................................................

for demanding. dc., any postage other than that provided by law  ___
for selling post a g o  stamps, &<·., fur a larger sum than the valuó

indicated cm their fa ce ......................... ............................................
for negleetiug.de.. to account for postage-stamps, dc., or for

unlawfully disposing o f th e m ..........................................................
upon employés, for willfully removing stamps affixed to mail-

matter ........................................ .............................................................
for knowingly using in prepayment o f postage any postage-

stamps before ко used........................................................................
for removing de facing-marks from stamps, d c ., with intent, d  c. 

upon persons, not employés in the post-office lor like o f
fen see...........................................................................................

for using, d c., postage-stamp, d c., before u s e d .................... ..........
for forging, d c ., postage-stamps, d c ..................................................
for makiug stamps, d c., without authority.......................................
for delivering stamps to unauthorized persons with intent, & c ..
for forging or using forged Stanina o f  foreign governm ent.........

for pro fessi og  to keep a post-office without authority..............................
for misusing tlio post-office establishment by opening, die., cor I 

rcspondenco with intent to defraud, and placing, do., letter '
in post o ff ice ..........................................................................................

proceedings for trial, conviction, dc., o f  this lust named
offen eo .......................................................................................

for forcibly breaking into any post-office w ith intent, d c ., or
attempting to do s o .......................................... ...............................

for stealing any property belonging to tho Poet-Oflko Depart
ment, or aiding therein ......... .............. . . . . . . .................................

upon master o f  any United States vessel, for failure to make oath
that lio has promptly delivered all mail, d ec...........................................!

upon master o f any vessel arriving, d c., who shall break bulk ;
before he has delivered letters, d c .................... ............................I

upon master o f  any steamboat passing, d c., for failure to deliver
at postoffice all letters, d c ., within certain time, d c .................

for placing ti|K»u any vessel or vehicle, not used in carrying the
mail, tho words “  Unitoci States m ail” ...........................................

for refusing, d c., to convey certain letters by foreign packets,
d c ............................................................................................................

Per diem o f  special agents not to exceed fl~o dollars я d a y ..............................
o f superintendents o f  railway postal-service not to exceed tivo dollars

a d a y ..................................................................................................................
Periodicals—See Newspaper*.

remaining in any post-office, how disposed o f ........................ ..................
publisher of, paying postage on, not to he s o ld ...................... ..................

to be notified if not taken from tho ottico for one month.............
Perjury, false swearing to a quarterly account to b e ................................... .
Perquisites, employés shall not re ce iv e .......................... ......................................
Pictures, obscene, lewd, or lascivious, shall not lie carried in the m ail.........

penalty for knowingly depositing, d c., for m ailing.................................
for taking, from the mail, tor the purpose o f  disposing o f .........

search for and seizure of. to bo made, how, and by whom .......................
Plank-roads, carrying the mail on, may be contracted f o r ................................

aro declared to be post-roads «luring the time tho mail is carried
thereon ............. ........................... .............. ..........................- .. .......................

Poisons, packages containing, must bo excluded from tho m ails......................
Poor debtors may be discharged from .jail in civil cases, but d c .....................
Postage, on mail-matter o f the first class, embracing all correwpondcnce, 

wholly or partly in writing, except book-manuscripts and corrected proof-
sheets passing, d c ........................................... .....................................................

on matter wholly or partly in writing, except, d c., three cents
/o r  each half ounce or fraction thereof............. .—

ou matter sent in violation o f  law, three cents for each half
ounce or fraction ...................... .......................................................

on matter to which no speciile rato is assign ml, throe cents for
each half onuce or fraction...............................................................

on drop or local letters delivered by carriers, two cents for each
half ounce or fraction ...........................................................

where system o f freo-delivery is not established, one cent
for each half ounce or fraction ...........................................

on letters or things except, d c., inclosed in any printed matter,
letter-rates.............................................................................................

penalty for so inclosing............................................................

L aw . R egula
tions.

Vane. See. Раде. Sec.
114 Sec. Ih>
94 SCO, 116
94 See. 122

94 Sec. 122
105 Sec. 284
105 Sec. 284
105 Sec. 284

9« See. 162
10» Sec. 296

s ^Sec. 174

93 Sec. 45

97 Sec. 176

108 Sec. 297
108 Sec. 297

109 See. 298
97 Sec. 177
97 Sec. 178
98 Sec. 178
98 Sec. 178
98 Sec. 179
93 Sec. 62

109 Sec. 301

109 Sec. 301

107 Sec. 293

106 Sec. 290

98 Sec. 222

100 See. 234

98 Sec. 223

99 Sec. 225

101 Sec. 277
85 Roc. 32
85 See. 35
a í Sea 35

14 Sec. 59
J4 Sec. 59
29 Sec. 140
1ft Sec. 73

119 Sec. 14
130 Sec. 148
137 Sec. 14H
137 Sec. 148
137 Sec. 5
21 Sea 218

40 Sec. 203
63 Sec. 133 167 Sec. Ł7

115 Sec. 314

62 Sea 131 166 Sea BÍ

66 Sea 156 170 Sea 00

67 Sec. 156 173 Soa 121

67 Sec. 156

67 Sec. 157 170 Soa 100

67 See. 157 170 Soa 101

63 Sec. 142 170 Sea 99
63 Sec. 142 1C6 Sec. 91
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Postage—Continued.
on all oflicial correspondence and other mailable matter to be ,

the ваше as upon like  matter eeut by or to other nem m a........
on lettere by vessels not regularly employed, <fccM double rates. 
rates not to be increased on letters carried in private vessel 

from one port in the United States to another, though part,
Sec.............................................................................................................

on printed matter marked so as to carry information, letter-
rates.............................................................................................

asim plo mark, to call attention to any article, does not
subject it to IcttorqwHtago.............................................. .

on printed matter that cannot be examined without destroying
the wrapper, letter-rates ....................................................................

on cards issued by private parties, containing written matter

rates of, how com put m l........................................................................
a single rato o f  three cents established on domestic letters.......

and double rates on letters brought by vessels not regu
larly em ployed...........................................................................

i f  addressed to any point in a foreign country, no fee a l
lowed ............................................................................................

must be prepaid by stamps, except, & e............................................
stamps attached shall be evidence o f  paym ent...................
fractional parts o f  stamps cannot be recognized in pay

ment o f .........................................................................................
i f  wholly unpaid, except, Sec., matter to be sent to dead-letter

otlice.................................... ...............................................................
matter not prepaid and reaching its destination by inad

vcrtenco to bo charged double rates....................................
i f  prepaid less than one full rate, except, &c., matter to be sent

to dead-letter ottico .............................................................................
reaching its destination by inadvertence, &c., to be

charged double ra tes ..............................................................
but certain letters in largo cities, prepaid at the drop-let

ter rate ouly, may be ib. warded, charged with the
amount o f deficiency................................................................

i f  one full rate is prepaid, matter to be forwarded, charged with
the unpaid rate ouly ............................................................................

unpaid letters may be sent by soldiers and sailors, duly
certified ..................................................................................................

cannot bo certified, &.C., if written by commissioned
officers..........................................................................................

must be marked, over the address, “ Soldier's letter”  or
“ Naval letter’* .........................................................................

and certified, by whom and h o w ......... ........................
i f  duly certified, must bo forwai dod, charged withainouut»

due at prt^paid rates o n ly .......................................................
postage on, must be marked, ami collected on d< livery 

i f  not duly certified, to be mailed, but rated with postage
to be collected on delivery, as in sed io*  135.....................

no extra, on matter delivered by carriers..........................................
or for card on onvelopo or wrapper..........................................

one cent İn addition shall bo charged on lettors published as
non-deb v e rő d ........................................................................................

letters prepaid not called for, shall bo returned to writer with
out additional charge for, when address is indorsed.................

shall be forwarded without additional cliargo for .............
but letters once delivered require postage at prepaid rates

when rem ailcd.................................... ...................... ................
on mail-matter o f the second class, embracing all matter exclusively 

in print, and regularly issued at stated periods from a knowu office
o f publication, without additinu by writing, mark, or s ig n . .... ..........

on newspapers and other periodicals, not exceeding tour ounces 
in weight, to regular subscribers, issued less than oncea  week,
ouo cout lor each issue.......................................................................

‘ once a week, five cents per qu a rter .......................................
tw ice a week, ten cents per quarter........................................
three times a week, fifteen cents per quarter......................
four times a week, twenty cents per q u a it e r .....................
five times a week, twenty-five cents per qu arter...........
six times a week, thirty cents per quarter........................
seven times a weok, thirty-five cents per quarter------------
additional rate to be charged for ouch additional four

ounces or fraction......................................................................
rates to be paid before delivery for not less tbau a quar-

tor, nor more than a year............. ...........................................
payment may bo made either at the ottico o f  niailiug or

«eli v e r y ............. .........................................................................
on small newspapers issued less frequently than once a week, in 

packages to one address to reguiar subscribers, one ceut for 
each four ounces or fractious.............*............................................

Page. Sec. >Page. Sec.

13(i Sec. 3 
Ctí Soe. 16ü

G7 Sec. 156

69 Se c. 13ü

66 Sec. 150
1 i Sec. lfctí

175 Sec. 131

62 Sec, 1»5

6G Sec. 152

82 Sec. 195

CG Sec. 152

82 Sec. 195

66 Sec. 151

GG Sec. 155

(k; Sec. too
63 Sec. 142

31 Sec. 193

31 Soc. 198
31 Sec. 199

62 Sec. 132

67 Sec. 158
67 Sec. 158
67 Sec. 158
67 Sec. 158
67 Sec. 158
67 Sec. 158
67 Sec. 158
67 SeC. 158

67 Sec. 158

70 Soc. 159

184 Sec, 191

182 Sec. 181

167 Sec. 83

168 Sec. 92

173 Sec. 123

221 Sec. 384 
lüí) Sec. 94
169 Sec. 95

169 Sec. 96

169 Sec. 97
175 Sec. 130

176 Sec. 135 

176 Sec. 135 

176 Sec. 135

176 Sec. 135

170 Sec. 136

175 Sec. 134

175 Sec. 130

175 Sec. 132

175 Sec. 133 
175 Sec. 133

181 Sec. 17C
175 Sec. 133

181 Se>c. 175 
191 S. r. 237 
172 Sec. 111

17G Sec. 145

177 Sec. 145

166 Sec. 81

171 Sec. 106 
171 Sec. 105 
171 Sec. 105 
171 Sec. 105

171 Sec. 105

171 Sec. 105

176 Sec. 138

70 Sec. 159 176 Sec. 138

67 Sec. 160 171 Sec. 106
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Poeta ge— Conti n nod.
on newspapers and periodicals issued lees frequently than once 

a week, and sent to actual subscriben», serai monthly, eix 
conte per nuartcr for each four ouucee. i f  paid in ad ra n ce ... - 

• monthly, three cents per quarter for each four ounces, i f
paid ш advance.........................................................................

quarterly, oue cent for each four ounces, i f  paid in ad
vance ............................................................................................

on newspapers, &c., to regular dealers, ваше rates pro rata as to
regular subscribers, to pay as pubi icat ions are received..........

on transient newspapers, & c„ oue cent for each two ounces or
fraction........................................................ 1 ........................................

on newspapers, except weeklies and periodicals, not exceeding 
tw o ounces in weight, deposited in a letter-currier office litr 
delivery by tho oftice or its carriers, oue cent, to bo prepaid
by stam ps..............................................................................................

on periodicals. exceeding two ounces in weight, deposited for 
delivery iu like manner, two cents, to be prepaid by stam ps.. 

on weekly newspapers, deposited for delivery iti like manner, 
carriers not required t») distribute in county where published
unless, is paid at the usual rates ...............................................

on circulars, deposited for delivery iu like ma unor, one cent, to
be prepaid by stani]« .........................................................................

on circulars, unsealed, sent by maii, one cent for each two
ouucee or traction............. ...................................................................

on second-class matter, must be prepaid, in 1110003% for not less
than oue quarter................ .................................................................

payment may be made either at the oftice o f  mailing or
d e livery ....................................................... ...............................

must be accounted for, when, and how ............... .........

Page, Sec.

67 Sec. 161

67 Sec. 163

c« Sec. 99

66 Sec. 99

73 Sec. 184

6c Soc. 99

67 Soc. 163

when paid at the oftice o f m ailiug,receipt to state what..
receipts to be transmitted to oftice o f delivery ........
transcript to bo forwarded quarterly..........................

no extra charge for subscription · bills, or receipts
inclosed, or duto o f  expiration o f  subscriptions.............

mast be charged on newspapers piacod by contractors in a post
ille о for d e livery ................................................................................

newspajiers, or magazines, not prepaid at tho mailing office, not
to be delivered until, is p a id . . . . ......................................................

publications issued without disclosing tlie office o f publication 
must not bo forwarded, unless prepaid as transient printed
m atter................................................................................ ....................

when borrowing the name o f  я newspaper, nnd printed for 
gratuitous circulation, cannot 1ю sent gratuitously to
]>ersons not actual subscriliers, & o.......................................

table o f quarterly rates of, on newspapers.......................................
on mail-matter o f  the third class, embracing all pamphlets, occasional

publications, transient newspapers, magazines, & c ...............................
on magazines and periodicals, pamphlets, occasional publica

tions, &c., ono cent for each two ouucee, or fraction thereof.
(W eight limiteti to four pounds).....................................................

on flexible patterns, samples o f metals, ores, merchandise, d:c., 
two cents for each two ounces, or fraction thereof. (W eight
limited to twelve ounce*).................................................................

on lmok«, two cents for each two ounces, or fraction thereof.
(W eight lim ito«l to four pounds)......................................................

except books published by order o f  Congress..........
on packages o f  ciothing, not exceeding two potrada in weight, 

sent to non-commission od officers or privates in the АП 113·, i f
prepaid, ono ceut (or each ounce or fraction................................

on packages o f  seeds, cuttings, b u í« ,  roots, nnd scions o f  any 
weight not. exceeding four pounds, ono cent for each two
ounces or fraction................................................................................

on corrected proof-sheets, i f  corrections bo o f  typographical 
errors only, ono cent for each two minces, or fraction thereof.

but i f  new matter be introduced, letter rates.......................
on matter o f  the third class, for which other rates aro not pre- 

s< rilled, two cents for each two ounces, or fraction thereof.
(W eight limited to twelve ounces) ..............................................

on all mail-matter o f  tho third class must be prepaid in full by
postage-stamps at the office o f mailing.........................................

on postal-cards, ono cent, including card............................ ..........................
on articles chargeable with different rates sent in one package, the

higher rate must ho prepaid on the entire package, but. &¿c .............
penalty for demanding any. other than provided for by  this a c t ..........

upon employés for knowingly using in prepayment of, any
postage-stamps before so used..........................................................

upon persons n«»t employés, for like offenses....................................
credit not to bo given for, nor mail matter to be delivered until all, has

been p a id ..........................................................................................................
fractional parts o f postage-stamps cannot bo recognized in prepay

ment o f .............................................................................................................
shall lm account«! for as part o f the postal revenues..............................

62 Sec. 133

67 See. 1G3

67 Sec. 163

67 Soo. 163
63 Soc. 134

67 See. 164

134 See. —

67 Sec. 103

67 Sec. 163

134 Sec. _
77 Soc. 170

31 Soc. 290

108 Sec. 297
109 Sec. 298

32 Soo. 43

R egula
tions.

Page. Sec.

171 S ec. 107

171 S oc. 107

171 S ec. 107

170 S oc. 104

171 Soc. 108

172 Seo. 113

172 Soc. 113

172 Sec. 113

171 Soc. 108

176 Soc. 138

170 Sec. 139
176 Soc. 139
176 Sco. 1-10
176 Soc. 142
176 Soc. 141

17G Soo. 143

213 Soc. 346

177 Scc. 149

172 Soc. 115

172 Soc. 110
171 Soc. 105

106 Soc. e i

171 Soc. 108

171 Soc. 109

172 Sec. 110
168 Sec. 90

172 Sec. 111

171 Sec. 108

174 Sec. 129
174 Sec. 129

172 Sec. 109

176 Sec. 144
172 Sec. 112

1G9 Sec. 98

176 Sec. 137

223 Sec. 402
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Poetagc—Continued.
any part thereof, not collected, poetmuetor «hall be held ac

countable for as i f  collected ...................... ........................... ..........
record o f  receipts lor, to be kept..........................................................
amount of, unpaid, collected, to be verified by oath when re

quired ................................................................... ........................ .........
quarterly accounts o f moneys received for, to be rendered<

under oath............................................. ......................................... \
proceeds from, on local mail-matter to be shown in comparison

■with expenses o f  letter-carriers......................................................
to Canada, on letters.........................*...............................................................

on newspapers........................................... ............................... .. ............
Postage, foreign, on matter to anil from foreign countries with which 

different rates have not been established, as follow s:
on letters, ton cents for each half ounce, or fraction,

un less..........................................................................................
on newspapers, two cents each.................................................
on pamphlets, ικη iodica Is, books. &c.t not exceeding two

cents for each two ounces, or fraction................................
to bo prepaid on mutter sent, and collected on mat.er de

livered ........................................................................................
and coll« eted in coin, i f  not paid, on mat ter received, 

on mail-matter conveyed between the United States and for
eign countries, may be reduced or increased ......... .. ..........

foreigu consuls authorized to pay, ou letters for the United
Stales detained in foreign polls, Sec...............................................

amount of, to be collected and repaid ..................................
on mail-matter in foreign vessels, may be the same as such for

eigu power charges on mail-matter in American v e sse ls ........
tiiis provision, how euforcod ...................................................

mail-matter to or from the United States by foreign vessels, ex
cept, &c., to be  subject to, if, <fcc.......................................................

conveyed by vessels not regularly employed, are subject
to double the donu-stic prepaid rate....................................

international letters iiiHutnciontiy prepaid, or wholly unpaid, 
to or from Oroat Britain and trelami, subject to a line o f  six
cents on d e livery .................................................................................

Bent to or from Germ any............................................................
to or from the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Switz

erland, or Douniark.................................... ..................
table o f rates o f ......................................................................................

subject to constant ch a n g e s ........ ..........................................
Postage-stamps shall bo prepared o f suitable denom inations..........................

shall bo kept for sale ut ull poet-ofliuo«....... ................................................
postmasters shall bo bold accountable f o r ...................................................
records of, to be k e p t ........................................................................................
shall, when attached to mail matter, bo evidence o f puymeut o f  post

age thereon.......................................................................................................
must bo effectually canceled, &c.t at the mailing ottico ..........................

i f  omitted at mailing obice, to be done at delivery office, and
delinquent reported............... ...........................................................

тил· o f  the rating or post-marking stamp in canceling, posi
tively proh ib ited ................................................................................

amount of, canceled, to bo verified by o a th ................................................
Postmaster-General may adopt improvement« i n ....................................
are turniHliod only to ¡»ostmasters for Ride.................................................
requisitions for, how to  be mado, and on whom .........................................

supplies for three months to be ordered...........................................
postmasters who have failed to render quarterly returns will not bo

supplied until, Àio............................................................................................
ou receiving, to count and roocipt f o r ...............................................

i f  damaged, bow to proceed......................................................
i f  rotu г nod, package must be reg istered ..............................

how to 1ю charged and accounted for............................................................
money received for, to be paid over in the same manner as money' re

ceived for p osta g e .........................................................................................
inclosing money to pay for, prohibited........................................................
ujouthlv reports o f  amounts received, sold, and on hand, to be mado,

by Щ İıat o f f i c e · ........................................................................................
supplies of, purchased from other offices, not to bo accounted

lor to the Department...... ..............................................................
to be turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor, and re

ceipt 1 ran emit ted ...................................................................................
to be delivered, i f  ofiice Ih> discontinued, to the postmaster named,

and recoipt taken.........................................................................................
no com primal ion allowed for the sale o f ......................................................
to Imi sold only for cash at price staled, $lc..............................................

shall not be sold for а larger «uni than their face-valuo...............
penalty fur so se llin g ......................................................  ........

must not be sold at a discount, except in a few o f  the larger
cities, to certain designated local agents........... ................. ..

discount not to escoai, & c ......................................... ............
such sales must be speciali у authorized................................

Гас/е. Sec.

ГС Sec. 43 
Iti See. 71

17 Sec. 83 
20 Sec. 73 
‘27 Sec. 83

19 Sec. 191

68 Sec. 165
68 Sec. 165

68 Sec. 165

68 Sec. 165
68 Sec. 165

19 Sec. 167

58 Sec. 275
58 Sec. 275

58 Sec. 276
> Sec. 276

58 See. 277

Paje. Sec

309 Sec. —  
309 See. —

313 Sec. 811 
313 Sec. 811

313 Sec. 811

313 Sec. 811

308 Sec. 801

313 Sec. 812

19 Sec. 167
77 Sec. 168
78 Sec. 17-2 
78 Sec. 172 
16 Sec. 71

77 Sec. 168
78 Sec. 175

78 Sec. 175

17 Sec. 83 
7tí St“C. 171

78 Sec. 174 
78 Sec. 174

78 See. 173 
7H Sec. 173 
78 Sec. 173

311 Sec. 602
312 Sec. 663

312 See. 604
398 See. 801
308 Sec. 801

219 Sec. 372

223 Sec. 404

224 Sec. 405

224 Sec. 406

219 Sec, 370
219 Sec. 371
219 See. 372

220 Sec. 373
220 Sec. 377
220 Sec. З'.е
220 Sec. 37H
220 Sec. 379

221 Sec, 381
221 Sec. **
221 SiC. зя«;

219 Sec. 370

221 SeC. 387

331 Sec. 38«
222 See. 389
ifc M Sec. 390
222 S«4J. 391
222 Sec. 391

222 Sec. 392
‘222 Sec. 392
222 SeC. 392



3 9 9

Index to the Postai, L aws and R egulations. Law . R egula
tions.

Postage-stain ря—Continued.
are forbidden to be sold at less than their face-value by post·

masters not specially authorized............................ ................
not permitted to be sold by carriers, except in limited quantities, 

postmasters claiming credit for, burnt, lost, or destroyed, how to pro
ceed .....................................................................................................................

credit will not be allowed where offices have been robbed..........
the exchange of, for thoeo o f other denominations, proh ib ited ............

the return o f unaervieeableatamps thus acquired, not permitted
fractional parts of, cannot be recognized in prepayment o f  postage-----
record to bo kept at distributing and separating ollices o f  packages

of, passing through said offices....................................................................
form o f  record........... ................................................ ..............................

Page.

how to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, no 
“ correct”  return bill is received..............................................

Sec.

postmasters and others will bo held strictly accountable for all pack
ages of, passing through their h ands............................ ............................

the original registered number o f  each package of, must be
filaced ou the outer wrapper when re-wrapped at distribuţ
ii g office..................................................................................................

when a letter bearing a canceled stamp is posted by, Ac., with fraud
ulent intent, caso to  bo reported to w h o m .. . . ........................................

penalty upon any person for using, &c., stamp, &c., before need...........
for forging, Ac., postage-stamp, A c ...................................
ior knowingly using, Ac., or having in possession, forged,

Ao., with intent. Ax ................................................................
for making, Ac., stumps without authority..........................
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person with in

tent, A c ......................................................................................
for forging, or using forged stamp o f  foreign government 

upon employés, lor knowingly using, in prepayment o f postage,
any, before so used ................................................................................

for w illfu lly  removing stamp affixed to mail-matter.........
о lieu see o f  this naturo to bo reported to Depart

ment ..................................................................................
for neglecting, A c., to account for, or unlawfully dispos

ing o f  them ...............................................................................
for removing defacing inai ks from stamps, Ac., with in

tent, A c ...................................... ..............................................
upon persons, not employés, for liko offenses...........

Postal agency, may bo established ut Shanghai or Yokohama, with branch
agencies............... ......... ...............................................................................................

Postal agents, in China or Japan, reasonable compensation to bo paid t o . . . .
necessary incidental expenses of, to be allow ed..........................................

Postal balances shall bo furnished, denominated in grams, Ac., to offices
exchanging foreign mails .........................................................................................

Postal cards, to bo furnished with post age-я tamps impressed thereon...........
aro furnished only to postmasters for s a le .................................................
requisitions for, liow to be made, and on w hom ..........................................
supplies for throe months to be ordered.......................................................
postmasters who have failed to ronder quarterly returns will not bo

supplied until. A x ............................................................................................
on receiving, to count and receipt f o r ...............................................

i f  damaged, bow to proceed......................................................
i f  returned, package must Ih> registered................................

how to lie charged and accounted f o r ...............................................
money received for, to bo paid over in the same manner as money re

ceived for p osta ge ..........................................................................................
inclosing money to pay for, prohibited.......................................................
are issued exclusively by the D epartm ent.................................................
cards issued by private partice aro not considered a s ............................
deposited for mailing, must bo treated the same ss le tte rs ...................
monthly reports o f  uinouuts received, sold, and ou baud, to be made

by what o ffice s ................................................................................................
to bo turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor, and receipt

transmitted.......................................................................................................
to bo delivered, i f  office bo discontinued, to the postmaster named,

and receipt taken ........................................... ..............................................
no coni pen sat ion allowed for the salo o f ......................................................
to be sold only for cash, at prices stated, A c .............................................

sbull not he sohi for a larger sum than their faoe-value.............
penalty forso  se llin g ................................................................

must not bo sold at a discount, except in a few o f  the larger
cities, to certain designated local agents.....................................

discount not to exceed. A x ........................................................
such sales must be specially authorized................................

arc forbidden to bé sold for lees than their faoo-voluo Ьз’ post-
mastera not specially authorized....................................................

postmasters claiming credit for, burnt, lost, or destroyed, how to pro
ceed ....................................................................................................................

credit will not be allowed where offices have been robin d .........
not to he redeem ed ............................................................................................
letters bearing stamps cut from, cannot be scut as p rep a id ...................

79 Sec. 177 
79 Sec. 178

79 Seo. 178 
79 Sec. 17«

79 Sec. 178 
«0 Sec. 179

108 Sec. 297 
79 Sec. 176

80 Sec. 45

108 Sec. 297
109 Sec. 296

13 Sec. 38 
13 Sec. 38 
13 Sec. 3«

56 Sec. 135 
77 Sec. 170

78 Sec. 173 
78 Six. 173 
7« Sec. 173

Page. See.

222 Sec. 393
190 Sec. 235
222 Sec. 395•V».» Sec. 395
222 Sec. Э96
223 Sec. 397
223 Sec, 397
223 Sec. 402

221 Sec. 409
224 Sec. 409

225 Sec. 410

225 Sec. 411

235 Sec. 412

224 Sec. 4 OS
224 Sec. 407

223 Sec. 403

223 Sec. 403

222 Sec. 394

219 Six. 370
219 Sec. 371
219 Sec. 372

220 Sec. 373
220 Sec. 37'i
220 Sec. 37)-
220 Sec. 378
220 Sec. 379

221 Sec. 381
221 Sec. 382
221 Sec. 383
221 Sec. 384
221 Six. 3

221 Soc. 386

221 Sec. 387

221 Sec. 38e
222 Sec. 389
222 S«x. 390
222 Sec. 391
222 Sec. 391

222 Sec. 392
322 Sec. 392
222 Sec. 392

il Sec. 393

222 Sec. 395
222 Nrc, 396
223 Sec. 399
•223 Sec. 401
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Postal-carde-^Conţinând.
atampe on, must be effectually canceled, &c., at the m ailin" office........

i f  omitted at mailing ottico, to bo dono at delivery ottico, and
delinquent reported............ ................................... ............. ..............

use o f  the rating or post-marking stamp iu canceling, positively
p roh ib ited ..............................................................................................

record to bo kept at distributing and separating office« o f  packages
of, passing through said offices. : .................................................................

form o f  record.............................. . .......................... *..............................
how to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, no

“ correct" return-bill is received ...................................................
postmasters and others will be held strictly accountable for all pack· i

ages of, passing through their hand«.........................................................
the original registered number o f each package of, must be placed 

on tho outer wrapper, whoa re* wrap pod at a distributing office.. .
scurrilous, not to bo carried in mail ...............................................................

penalty for depom ting, in the mail, &.C.............................................
for taking from the mail lor the purpose o f  dinpofling o f 
search for, and eoizuro of. to bo made, liow, and by whom

penalty for forging, &c., postage-stamp, ò c e ........ ........................................
for knowingly using, &«;., orhavin g in possession forged, &c.,

with intent, <fcc.....................................................................................
for making, Sec., stamps without authority, & c ..............................
for delivering stain]»« to unauthorized jxirsou, w ith intent, Scc 
for forging, or using forged stamp o f  foreign government, A c . . 
for having in possession paper bearing tho water-mark o f .........

for delivering to unauthorized persons, with intent, d ec ..............
Postal clerks. See Railway pout-office clerk*.
Postal conventions, may bo made w ith foreign countries..................................

copios of, to be transmitted to the Secretary o f State...............................
p roo fs  beet s of, to bo revised ut the Post-Otiico D epartm ent.................

Postal money ordera. See Money-orders.
Postal railway service. See IUiilway postal sendee.
Postal receipts. Set» Revenue.

amount of, how ascertained..............................................................................
Poetai sor vic«', money roqu im l for the, shall bo appropriated by law out o f

the poetai revenues....................................................................................................
pay niente on account of, ahull be iu puisuauco o f  appropriations

and by warrants.................................................................................................
to what i юг son s m ado..............................................................................

accounts of, how to bo k e p t ......................... . ...............................................
Postal treaties may bo mado with foreign cou n tries ............................................
Post-bills aro use«! only for unpaid and registered letters ...............................

aro not to bo used for unpaid lettors sent to a distributing-office for
distribution........................................................................................................

aro required only when mailing direct for d e livery ..................................
contents of, to bo entered in account o f  mails s e n t ...................................

Post marking stump« must not bo used in canceling postage-stamps___ . . . .
w ill bo furnished b y  First Assistant Postmaster-General.....................

to lout«' agouti, in what num ber.........................................................
Poet master-G onora’ shall bo appointed by tho Prosidont, by ami with the

advice, Scc .......... .................................. ................... .................................................
Ins tomi o f  office...................................................................................................
hi« salary . ................................................................... ........................................
shall tak«) the official oath Indore on tirin g  upon duties, Sec...................
m ay appoint employés m the Post-Office D epartm ent............................
slinil procure and causo to bo kept a seal for his D epartm ent................
shall OHtaliliah and <li««:on tinne post o ffice s .................................................
shall instruct ull poisons in tho ¡юмий serviço with reference to their

duties...................................................................................................................
shall decide on tlio form« o f  all official papers............. .............................
shall prescribo the manner o f  keepiug and stating accounts.................
shall enforce the prompt rendition o f  returns relative to said accounts
shall control, according, & c.,all incidental expenses................................
shall superintend the disposition o f  the moneys «»f the D epartm ent..
sli&lf direct the manner in which balances slinil bo paid o v e r ...............
slinil issue warrants to cover money into tho Treasury uud to pay out

the sam o.............................................................................................................
shnil superintend tho bueineft* o f the Departm ent............................
«Imll executo nil laws relative to the postal serv ice ............... .................
shall report annually to Congress, as t«» contracts for carrying the

mail, in detail....................................................................................................
land ami water mails established, &c.t in tho year, giving, See..
allowances to contractors .................................................. ...................
curtailment o f expen se«.........................................................................
limmen·« o f the Departm ent..................................................................
fines and deductions................................................. ........... .. .
copy o f  each contract for carrying tho mail to foreign countries.
Contracts for other purposes than carrying tho m ail.....................
clerks nini other persons em ployed in the D epartm ent...............

nam«'« o f  «1 otec ti vos and confidential agent« need not Imi 
«Unclosed................................ ......................................................

Page. Sec.

136 Sec. 148
136 Sec. 14ri
137 Sec. 148
137 Sec. 5
70 Sec. 17d

79 Sec. 178
79 •Sec. 17d
70 Sec. 178
do S«'c. 170
Ori Sec. 178
Ori .S<'c. 17*
9tí Sec. 178

19 Sec. 1C7
lí Sec. 20
11 Sec. 20

17 Sec. 83

32 Sec. 40

33 Sec. 47
33 Sec. 48

323 Sec. 41
19 Sec. 167

5 Sec. 2
5 Sec. 2
6 Sec. 4

23 Sec. 35
5 Sec. 3
ri Seo. 5
8 Sec. 6

8 Sec. 0
8 Sec. 0
8 Sec. fi
8 Sec. 6
8 S.-c. 6
8 Se*;. i;
8 Sec. 6

8 Sec. 6
8 S«*c. 6
8 Sec. c

8 Sec. 8
!» S··«'.. 8
9 Sec. 8
9 Sec. 8
9 Sec. 8
9 Sec. 8
9 Sec. 8
9 Sec. 8
9 Sec. 8

10 Sec. 9

R egula-TIONB.

Page. Sec,
223 Sec. 404

224 Sec. 405 

224 Sec. 400

224 Sec. 400
224 Sec. 409

225 Sec. 410

225 Sec, 411

225 Sec. 412 
108 Sec. 89 i

200 Sec. 2S7

200 Seo. 287
200 Sec. 2e7
201 Sec. 294 
224 See. 400
102 Sec. ----
205 Sec. 753



4 0 1

I n d e x  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  L a w s  a n d  H e«il l a t io n s .

’’ (tqc. Sec.
10 Sec. 8

10 Soc. 9

11 Sec. 19
10 Sec. 10
10 Sec. 8
14 Sec. 01
1-1 See. 01
1<J Sce. 81
17 Sec. 86
lí) Sec. 98

18 Sec. 91

18 Sec. uo

5G Sec. 135

15 Sec. 08

15 Sec. 01»
í l  Sec. 
14 Sec.

28
63

15 Sec. 
15 Sec.

05
Üü

14 Sec. 00

11 Sec. 28
11 Sec. 28
И Sec. 82
17 Sec. 82

17 Sec. 83

17 Sec. 83

17 Sec. 84
17 Sec . 84

15 Sec. 70
10 Sec. 70
10 Sec. 70

10 Sec. 73

IC Sec. 76

18 Sec. 87·

40 Soc. 200
fi) Sec. 207
•11 Sec. 208
21 Sic. 215
♦21 Sec. 210
21 Sec. 217
21 Sec. 218

2 Hl
40 Sec. 264
21 Sec. 2*21
20 Sec. 209

20 Sec. 201)

20 все. 209
49 Sec. 203
40 Sec. 2<;i
fii Sec. 205
50 Sec. 
1 1 s. < .

207
243

45 Sec. 24 H
4C Sec. 249
40 Sec. 250
40 Sec. 251
47 Sec. 255
48 Sec. 2G2
4!l Sec. 8CL)
57 Sec. 270

Postmaster-General—Coii tinned.
foreign postal business and agencies .......................... . .................
expenses of preceding .Year, and estimates for ensuing year,

and under wbat beads...................— .................. *. - .....................
shall give copy o f annual estimates to the Secretary o f

the Treasury before November I .......................... — .........
detailed statement ó f  expenditures, din ing first week o f  session

reports of, to be printed at the public printing-office..........
may establish post-offices on post-roads........................................................

to bo certified promptly to A u d itor.............................................. .
may fix the salary at newly-established post-offices............. .........
may designate certain offices as distributing or separating offices
may establish branch post-offices.....................................................
may discontinuo post offices where the security o f the postal

serviço is endangered, &c.r o r ....................................... ................
shall, by special order, allow compensation for unusual busi

ness at nuv post-office— ................. ......... .....................................
shall furnish to post offices letter-balances denominated in

gram s............... ........ ............................................................................
may direct the hours during which post-offices are to be kept

o p e n ....................................................................................................
may prescribo time within which all letters brought to post- 

office, Ac., before, Ac., shall he forwarded
may place post-offices in charge o f  special agents, when, A c ___

may appoint and remove postmasters o f  the fourth and fifth classes..
shall determine penalty in bonds o f  postm asters..........................
may require new bond o f postmaster when, A c ......... ....................
may direct the application o f first payments o f  postmasters un

der new born i................................................................. — ____. . . . . .
shall fill vacancies in office o f  postmaster at certain post-of

fices without delay.............................................................................
Auditor to bo notified o f  chango.............................................

shall re adjust salaries o f postmasters ouco in two years.............
and at other times, in certain cases.........................................

shall require postmasters to make certain statements under
oath as to amounts o f  postal receipts ...........................................

may m ake allowance to postmasten» for decrease in box-rents
caused by free delivery o f  le tte rs ........................ ........................

shall make in w riting all orders establishing or changing sala
rili» o f  postmasters..............................................................................

chango to be notified to  A u d ito r ....................................... .....
shall furnish to postmasters schedules o f  time o f arrival and

departure o f mails................................................................................
changes in timo to he notified, A c ..........................................
registers o f times, Ac., to bo kept............................................

may require sworn statements to accompany each quarterly ac
count o f  postmaster................................. ..........................................

may require postal revenues to bo deposited ottener than once 
a week .

may allow to postmasters o f  first and second cla»s, ami at Now
Ý ork  City, l'or rent, clerks, A c ........................................................

may determino which »hall bo considered the post-road when there
aro more t ban one .........................................................................................

may change the tenutene o f  post-roads............................................
may discontinue service on any post-road.....................................

shall provide for carrying mails on all post-roads, A c ..............................
to court-house o f  any county without a  m ail........................

may contract for  carrying the mails ou navigable can a ls ......................
on plank-roads.........................................................................................
in steamboats............................................................ ..............................
in steamships...........................................................................................
to post-offices not on any established ro u te .....................................
to and from any post-office........................ ............................................

to bo reported to Congress when over a routo not estab
lished by law ............................................................................

when to cease, unless said route is established a post-
ro u te ...........................................................................................

through foreign countries.................... ............................................ ..
with steamboat com panies................. .................................................
with railroad com panies......................................................................
between the United States and foreign countries..........................

shall advertise for proposals for carrying the m ail»................................
shall record abstracts o f  proposals ....................................................
shall not consider bids o f  certain persons................................... Í
duty of, in making contracts...............................................................
may accept new sureties on a con tra ct......... ..................................
ebiül deliver copies o f  contract to Auditor within sixty daya..
may impose fines upon contractors .......................... ................ ..... j
may transfer debts duo the Department from postmasters nud 

others to contain con tra ctors........................... ............................ 13 Sec. -lí)

20 p c
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Postmaster-General—Continued.
may iis the compensation o f railway companies having land-grants,

Page. Sec. 

21 Sec. 211
1 'V', Serv

Гаде. Sec.

shall read just compensation o f  railway companies according to

may separate fi lter mail, if, ¿te., anil provale for carrying it by horse-
21 Sec. 212

22 Sec. 240 

51 Seo. 224

57 Sec. 273 
57 Sce. 273

И  Sec. 59

СО Sec 13С

may provide for separate carriage o f  letter-mail at usual rate o f

may pay masters, &c., o f  vessels not regularly employed, for

may allow mails o f Canada, &c., to be transported over territory 
o f the United States from, &c., i f  reciprocal privilege is 
g ran ted ........................  .....................................................................

may provide for disposition o f  printed or mailable matter remaining

may prescribo by regulation manner o f  wrapping, &c., mail-mat-

may establish n uniform .system o f  registration o f  mail-matter . . . . . . .
may prescribe rules for registering certain letters containing

75 Sec. 120 

75 Sec. 190

22 Sec. 300

19 Sec. 155 

15 Sec. 69 

21 Sec. 239

81 Sec. 188

82 Sec. 194

86 Sec. 235
77 Sec. 168
78 Sec. 171 
78 Sec. 172
20 Sec. ICO 
77 Sec, 170 
58 Sec. 276
10 Sec. 107

58 Sec. 275 
18 Sec. 92
18 Sec. 93
19 Sec. 94 
19 Sec. 97 
19 Sec. 95

19 Sec. 101

71 Sec. 160 
71 Sec. 162 
12 Sec. 31 
12 Sec. 34
12 Sec. 35
11 Sec. 28

86 Sec. 299 

8G Sec. 235

33 Sec. 48
13 Sec. 39

84 Sec. 144

may direct that registered letters addressed to persons engaged 
in fraudulent lotteries, &c., be marked “ fraudulent,”  and re-

mav provide by regulation for transmitting unpaid, &c., letters o f  sol-

may prescribe time within which all letters brought to any
post-office shall bo forwarded. .......................................................

may suspend the privilege o f  sending letters in stamped envoi*
'1

may direct lists o f  noil-deli vered letters to bo posted or pub·

may regulata tho return o f  undelivered letters to dead-letter 1

may instruct .succiai agents to search vessels for letters, and

may furnish stamps and stain pcd-cnvclopcs to postmasters.......

shall authorize consuls to pay foreign postage on letters for tho

to approvo sureties on bonds o f  let tor-carriers................................
may establish receiving-boxes for deposit o f mail mat t e r ...........
shall be guided iti bis expenditures for letter carriers, and 

branch-offices, and receiving-boxes, by tho incoino derived

may provide for delivery o f  small newspapers in packages to one ad
dress .....................................................................

may prescribe form o f  affidavit, o f  publisher o f  new spapers___

may employ his assistants and superintendents as special agents 
may appoint two agents to superintend railway postal service.
may put post-offices in charge o f  a special agent w hen, A «·.........
may em power special agents to search for mail-matter unlaw-

may instruct special agents to search vessels for letters, and

may make advances o f  necessary sums to defray expenses 
o f  agents to investigato mail depredations, examine post-

may employ r o u te -a p n ts ...........................................................................
may provide, by order, terms upon which route-agents may re·

;ii Sec. юз 
;*4 Si*c 10-tmay preseli be rules for issuing postal money-orders....................
35 Sec. 108

30 Sec. 115

37 Sec. 118 
37 Sec. 119 
39 Sec. 124 
39 Sec. 125

may, on application o f  remitter, cause a  new money-order to bo

shall direct payments and transfers to and from money-order

may require accounts o f  money orders to bo rendered d a ily .. . .  
may pay for stationery and incidentals for money-order business, 
may employ additional clerks at m oney-order offices.....................
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Postmaater-General—Continued.
may forbid tin- payment o f postal money-orders to persons,

&c., engaged in g i f t  enterprises, A c ___Г......................................
ana return sums remitted to rem itters...........................

shall placo to tbo credit o f the Treasurer the net proceeds of
the monoy-order business ................................ .................................

may arrange with foreign governments lor the exchange, by
postal orders, o f  small sums o f m oney.. ...................................

may dispose o f quarterly returns o f  mails sent or received .................
accounts-current and vouchers to be preserved .............................
accounts to lm preserved entire for at least two y e a rs .................

shall keep inventories o f all public property in his charge, except 
stationery and fuel

may deliver to owner property stolen from mail if, A c. 
may establish blank-agency ut Washington, D. C
shall establish rates for telegrams over certain lines
shall certify certain orders and regulations to Auditor .......... .............

may appeal from the decision o f  the Auditor to the First Comp
troller o f  tho Treasury within twelve mouths............................

shall cause suits to he brought to recover back money paid by the
Department by mistake or through fraud.................... *........................

may discharge from jail certain poor debtors iu civil cases, Ac
may remit tines and release disabilities with, A c ........................
may authorize persons to apply for warrants o f attachment

against property o f delinquent postmasters, A c ......................
shall issue his warrant to tho Treasurer to curry certain amounts to

credit o f  postal revenues, A c ............................................................... .
shall causo postal revenues, ite., to he paid into tho T reasury.. . . . .
may transfer, at his discretion, money belonging to the postal-eery ico

between. Scc ..................................... ...............................................................
may make postal treaties, Ac., with foreign countries . .....................

L aw .

proof-sheets to he revised at the Poet-Ottico Department, 
may establish a general postal-agency at Shanghai, China, or at Y oko

hama,.Japan, with branch agencies..........................................................
may establish resident mail-agencies at Panama, ¿spinw all,

may appoint mail-agent on each steamer on routes between San
Francisco, Japan,and China.............................................................

between San Francisco ami Honol u lti...................................
Kew Y ork to Rio Janeiro...................... .................................

in caso o f the death, resignation, or absence of, his duties shall de
volvo on First Assistant Postmaster-General ......................................

First Assistant, shall be appointed by the President, by and with the
ad vico of, & c . .................................................................................. *------

shall take the official oath.....................................................................
his sa lary ..................................T. ............................................................
in charge o f  appointments, bonds, salaries, and allowances,

free deli very, and blank agency......................................................
may act as special agent.......................................................................
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent..................
iu case o f the death, resignation, υι* absence o f the Postmaster-

General his duties shall devolve o n .............................................
Second Assistant, shall be appointed by tho President, by and with tho

advice of, A c ............................... ............. ....................................................
shall tako the official oath.....................................................................
his sa la ry ........................................................ .**·*·*.................... ....... ; *
in charge o f  contracts, inspection, mail-equipments* special 

agents, and mail depredations, and t ho topographical division
may act as special a g e n t ..................................... .................................
allowance to, Гиг traveling oxpenses ns special agent ...................

Third Assistant, shall be appointed by the President, by and with the
advice of, A c ....................................... ...........................................................

shall take tho official oath....................................... · ...........................
his sa la ry ........................................................................  ............... .......
in charge o f  finance, postage-stamps, and stamped envelopes,

registered letters, and dead le tte rs ................................................
may act as special agent .............................. ...................................
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent ...............

Postmasters, appointments of, ere made by the President when the salary
is $1,00(1 ami upw ard ........... ........................................................... ............. ...........

for four years, Ac., unless, Sec.........  - - .........................
by the Post π i aster· Gen era l when the salary is below $1,000 

no person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally exe
cuto a bond and tako the o a t h .. . ...................................................

minors aro inca pablo o f  holding tho office o f postmaster............
married women may he appointed postmasters ............. .............

when appointed, shall be liable, Ac., as if s o l o ....................
will execute a bond before entering upon their duties —  - .................

must ho signed in presence o f  suitable witnesses, with at least
two sureties............................................................ ......................

bond shall ho conditioned for the faithful discharge o f nil duties 
imposed by law or the regulations o f  the Department...........

Pagt See.

22 See. 300
22 Sec. Зои

39 See. 42

34 Sec. 103
14 Sec. 58
14 .Sec, 58
14 Sec. 58
10 Sec. 10
14 Sec. 51
12 Sec. 30
10 Sec. 17
12 Sec. 20

11 Sec. 25

13 Sec. 50
115 See. 314
115 See. 310

116 Sec. 310

11 Sec. 53
33 See. 55

и Sec. 56
ID Sec. 107
11 Sec. 20
11 Sec. 20

13 Sec. 38

12 See, 3G

R egula
tions.

Page. Sec.

12 See. 37
13 See. 37
13 See. 37

22 See. 7

5 Se e. 44
23 Sec. 15 1Г.0 Sec. H
C See. 4

147 Soc. f*
12 Sec. 
12 See.

34
34

22 Sec. 7

:> Sec. Ç»
23 See. 15 150 Sec. 14
6 ScC. 4

148 Sec. :t
12 Sec. 
12 Sec.

34
34

5 Sec. о
23 Sec. 15 150 See. 14
6 Sec. 1

140 See. 4
12 Šer. 34
12 See. 34

24 Sec. 
24 See.

53
03

150 Sec. 10

24 See. G5 150 See. 10

150 See. 1 ί
................ 150 Sec. 

150 Sec.
13
13

24 Sec. 05
2-1 Sec. 65 150 Sec. 11

12

24 Sec. 65
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Regula
tions.

Postmasters—Cont i mied.
shall executo new bond when sureties desire to bo released........

or when the name o f  the post-office shall be changed........

Page. See. 
2d See. CG

Page. Sec.

155 See. 43 
155 Sec. 45

bonds of, at money-order offices, shall contain an additional con-
39 See. 65

shall tahi· tin· prescribed oath udore eu tering upon their duties......... 20 Sec. 15 
2:1 Sec. 15

150 See. П
151 Sec. 14

23 Sec. 15
subject to penalt ies, &.C., ίοι* violation o f  law whether they have

23 Sec. 1C
bund and oath, to whom to bo sent ......................... ........................... 150 Sec. 11 

150 Sec. 11
must reside in the city or town where the post-office is situated .........
are not permitted to hold Statoor municipal offices i f  salary is over

24 Sue. 64 151 Sec. 17 

137 See. — ‘
139 Sec. —

should obtain a thorough knowledge o f  their duties from the regula· 150 Sec. 51
ignnrauee o f tho law aud regulations cauuot be accepted as au 150 Sec. 51

aro required to givo tho same atten lion to printed instructions as to 
official manuscript le tters .............................................................................

i iá Sec. H
156 See. 49

no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk in post-office, shall be
come interested in any eon tract for carrying the mail, or a c ta s

•¡2 Sec. 78
119 Sec. 12

shall not act- as agent for any lottery-office, i u > ......................................... 21 i Sec. ID 
27 See. 79 282 Sec. 682

w ill make inventories, in  duplicate, o f public property belonging to 153 Sec. 25
153 See. 26

will not receive from predecessors any money belonging to the D e
partment unless specially instructed......................................................... ........................ 153 See. 27 

261 See. 5s0
cannot bo permitted to transfer tho charge o f their offices and tho

performance o f  their duties to another — ............................................
duties must be pt i formed personally or by sworn assistants . . .  

should appoint an assistant to attend, &c., in ease o f  absence...............

151 Sec. 19 
151 See. 20 
153 Sec. 28 
153 See. 29

25 Sec. C8
shall not locate office, or open mail, or deliver mail matter in 

any room in which liquor is sold at retail .................................... * * V '
154 Sec. 33 
154 Sec. 36

must not allow their offices to become resorts for .disorderly
persons........................................*............................... - ............ - .........

offices must bo kept in orderly con d ition .........  .................
desks will bo provided l'or, by the Department, when ..........
should examine the waste-paper before the office is swept to

guard against loss o f letters, & c .................. — ......... ...............
are responsible for the discharge o f all the duties o f  their offices

11 Sec. -8

154 See. 35 
154 Sec. 35 
154 Sec. 33

Í 154 Sec. 32

154 Sec. 37
liability of, to cease when office is placed in charge o f  special 11 Sec. 28

salaries of, how graded....... ................................ * .............. ....................... 27 See. 60 
27 Sec. HO 158 Sec. 56 

153 Sec. 56 
158 Sec. 56 
158 See. 56

at ürat-clasa offices, $3.oqo to $1,000......... ......................................... 27 Sec. HO 
27 See.

at third-class offices, $1,000 and under $2,000................................... 27 Sec. 80

27 SOC. 80
may bo adjusted in cases o f  extraordinary increase or decrease 28 See. of 

27 Sec. 81 
27 Sec. 81 
27 Sec. 82 
27 Sec. 8d

nt newly-established offices to he fixed at nominal sum, until 
not to he more than that o f  an offleo o f  the fifth class . . . 

to be re-adjusted mice in two years, und ottener in special crises
amount.iii' salary, liow to lie ascertained..............................
applications for re-adjustment, to whom to be m a d e ........

158 See. 53

158 Sec. 53 
158 Sec. 54

reasonable compensation may bo allowed, by special order, in 29 See. 90
offices o f Ilio first and second classes, and at New York City, 28 Sec. 87
salary anil authorized oxponsee of, may bo deducted from re

ceipts o f office . .....................................................................................
may put up boxes in their ofliccs...................................................................

these are 1 heir privato property, but the revenues must bo paid
to the Departm ent..............................................................................

not to assign boxes until rent has beou paid in ad van ce ............

23 Sec. 88

29 See. 154

185 See. 196 

185 See. 196
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Postmasters—Continued.
may allow box-holders to provide lock-boxes or drawers at their

Page. Sec. j 
‘23 Sec. 44

!>age.

allowances may bo made to, for decrease in box-rents caused by
28 Sec. .-3
30 Sec. 172

31 Sec. 296

219 Setí. 372
penalty for demanding, &c., auv-postngc other than is provided

failing to supply themselves from tlie Department, must pur
chase from nearest o l ik e s ......... ............. ......................................... 219 Sec. 370 

219 See. 371.1
219 See. 371
219 See. 372

will not be supplied until. &c., if, have failed to render, <fcc  . .. ........................ 22U .SCC. 373 
221 See. 382

record to ho kept o f  all stamps. books, blanks, and property re-

to bo preserved, and delivered to eu cr^ sors .-------- - . ------- •AT Sec, 71

30 Sec. 172
to be turned over to successor upon surrendering office ..............
to bo defaced at mailing office on m ailm atter deposited.............

i f  forwarded without stamps being defaced, postmaster ! 
at the office o f  delivery shall deface them, and report

3Ò Sec, İ73 

:10 See. 173

221 Sec. 387 
2c3 Sec. 40-1

224 Sec. 405
use o f  the rating or poet·marking stamp iu canceling, posi-

224 Sec. 4Of
will promptly report delinquencies, &c., o f  contractors, agents, or

20 ScC. 77
will notify contractors of failures o f  mails, w hen..........................
must not certify to the sutlieiency o f  guarantors, or sureties,

198 Sec. 279 

19G See. 277
disregard of'th is, subjects them to immediate removal . 
penalty for certifying, &c.f before guarantee is signed, or

knowingly making a falso certificato .................................
debts due from, may be transferred to certain contractors.........

w ill consider themselves the agents o f  the Department, Ó¿c„ aud ob
serve tlm manner in which tuo mails are carried ................................

report every instance where mail is brought by a person under 
sixteen years o f ag o ............................................................................

-1.7 Sec. 247

45 Sec. 247 
13 Sec. 49

19G Sec. 277

20G Sec. 318

206 Sec. 319 
20G Sec. 319

366 See. 320 
2Of Sec. 321 
2U0 See. 322

20G Sec. 323

will dismiss nn intoxicated mail-currier, having mail in charge,

will report, all irregularities o f m ail-carriers..................................

will observe how mails aro carried by any steamer landing near

will report· every casein  which they find them exposed
20G Sec. 3*2! 
20G Sec. 323or not secured under lock and k e y .........................................

and in all cases, will sec that all mails are properly protected

mails stopping over night, where there is a post-office, must be
206 Soe. 324

w ill report failures o f  mails to the Postmaster-General, when .. 
will S C O  that the law is obeyed in regard to carrying unpaid

198 Sec. 280 

178 Sec. 1.73
will always be in readiness b» receive and dispatch the m ail........

Avili never deliver mail bag to carrier without being certain that
202 See. 297 ! 

202 See. 300
will suffer no person whatever, except, &c., to have accesa to the i 

letters, newspapers, and packets in hie office, or to tlm mail >
locks or k e y s .................  ............... - .......... - - - ; ........................ '

will not open, or mnko tıp maile, within reach o f  persons not■au
thorized to handle them .......... ...........................................................

will все I bat no packets addressed to their offices arc left in the

Ç154 Sec. 30 
)280 Sec. 570

154 Sec. 31

will not Buffer a package, not addressed to their offices, to ho
204 Sec. 313

nor any, addressed to their offices, to ho opened by per·
204 See. 313

whenever mails arc not received at any post-office, the postmas
ter al the nearest offico wilt report the fact, open the mails, &e. 

principles governing the distribution and making up o f  instil·
175 Sec. *14 

288 See. 701
will mail direct to the cars, on routes where postal-car service

200 See. 288

21HJ SOC. 288
second, ali lettors for post-offices in other States and T er

ritories, which would not pass a distributing o ff ice___ 200 See. 288
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Postmasters—Continued.
i f  office bo at connecting point, w ill take out packets addressed 

to offices supplied by branch mails, and give them proper di-

Гаде. Soc.

wlten tliis is neglected, the üret postmaster who discovers 
ii will return the packets, and report the f a c t ................

w ill indorse, as directed, letters received under cover from 
other offices.......................... .................................................................

shall forward all letters brought to office half au hour before

penalty for detaining letters or other mail-matter, with 
intent, Ac., the posting o f  which is not prohibited by

29 Sea 145
are admonished to protect the privity o f  correspondence and 

the sanctity o f  a seal....................................*......................................
in no caso may a postmaster open a letter arriving at his office

22 Sea 300
w ill treat Jetters bearing a frank as other unpaid le tters ............

will not deliver mail-matter "until postage has been paid............. 29 Sea 153
30 Soc. Ieri

ţ 30 Sec. 18Й
\ 30 Sec. 189

shall post list o f uon-delivered letters immediately
after its publication......................................................

said letters to be charged with one cent additional 
Shall return to writer any prepaid h-iter uncalled for for thirty 

days, when umne and address aro indorsed, without additional

30 Sea 191
31 Sea 193

31 Sea 198 
31 Sec. 199

30 Sea 190

shall forward prepaid letters without extra ch arg e ....................
may register, without fee, all letters containing fractional cur-

shall notify customs-officers, Ac., o f  and give them facilities for 
protecting the customs-re venu« trom hands through the mail 

will give notice to collectors o f  all violations o f  law by steam·

shall deliver to tlieir owners newspapers, «See,, received in packages,

shall examine all printed matter, to see that it is charged with

If examination cannot be made without destroying tĥ k

may remove wrappers at office o f delivery, for the purpose o f
69 Sec. 137

will charge and collect lotter-rates o f  postage on newspapers,

a simple mark, to call attention to any article, docs not

shall receive and deliver to subscribers newspapers, Ac., and 
put the address on such as are sent to clubs, i f  list is fur·

if  sent without prepayment to other than regular sub-

shall notify publishers o f  newspapers or periodicals when tbo
21) Sec. 1-10

will report the operations o f  the letter-carrier system monthly to 
First Assistant Postmaster-General............................. *............... ' ........

will arrange’ with the police for tbo arrest o f  persons found
tampering with the street letter-boxes..........................................

will promptfy render their quarterly accounts current at the close o f

failure to render promptly, regarded as sufficient causo for re
moval —  ..............................  .............................................................

penalty for neglecting to render for one month after the time 
shall accompany each quarterly account with a sworn state-

¿ď* Sec. 74 

20 Sec. 73
will furnish, in rendering their quarterly returns, a transcript 

o f  all newspaper-postage and postage on transient matter

failure to rentier, regarded as neglect o f  official duty___
shall account for 11 postages, box-rents, anti other receip ts....... .. ......

shall he held accountable for any part thereof not collected the
32 Sec. 43 

32 Sec. 43
shall keep, without using, Ac., public money collected until, Ac 
shall та к о  certain statements, under oath, as to amounts of

2ti Sec. 75 

27 Sec. 83
shnil submit to the Auditor, for settlement, vouchors for all de-

28 Sec. 89

rnouey so sent will bo returned at risk o f  persoti sending it.1

Page. Sec.

203 Sec. 316 

205 Sec. 310 

286 Sec. 700

Regula
tions.

277 Sec. 668

204 Sec. 313 
204 Sec. 314 
204 See. 315

156 See. 52 

212 Sec. 344

172 See. 117

173 See. 122 

173 Sec. 123

173 Sec. 124 

168 Sea 92

177 Sec. 147 

177 See. 148

192 Sea 249 
192 Sea 250

192 Sec. 251

156 Sec. 50

I3C Sec. 50

178 See. 154 
178 Sec. 154

210 Sea 352 
216 Sec. 323
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Postmasters—Continued.
will be required to replaco counterfeit m oney with genuine

Гаде. Sec. Page. Sec.

are not required to accept mutilated currency................................
w ill not be allowed expenses incurred iu paying over moneys,

or collecting moneys duo the Departm ent..................................
on taking charge o f  ollice will not receive lunu predecessors any 

money belonging to Department unless s o c ia lly  instructed so to do. 
but money-order funds must bo paid over at ouco by produces-

218 Soc. 307 

218 Sec. 305 

153 Sec. 27

*361 Sec. 580
shall deposit all money, Ac., weekly at cities where there is an assist-

íiC Sec. 70
45

mav inaké deposits at their own risk in any national bank iu
13C Seo.

are not authorized to demand or receive interest on de
posits ........................................................................................

must report quai tel ly the name o f  the bank and amount
on deposit....................................................................................

at distributing offices—
will distribute and remail all letters and packets received, S e e .,  

before the departure o f  the next mail, if practicable .............

130 Sec. 

130 Sec. —

200 Sec. 334 
201) Sec. 335
209 Sec. 336

will keep records o f  packages o f  postage stamps, ¿Le., passing
210 Sec. 338
224 Sec. 409

at money-order offices,shall issuo postal money-orders iu such inaii-
34 Sec. 104

shall scud notice thereof to the postmaster on whom it is drawn
36 Sec. 110 310 Sec. 817

310 Sec. 817
must account for every lilánk form at end o f  w e e k ....................... 317 Sec. 810 

317 Sec. 822
penalty upon, for issuing a money-order without first re-

94 Sec. 1U5
317 Sec. 823

in cities where branch post-offices are in operation, may issue
the saino by his assistants or clerks in charge — ....................

compensation o f,fo r  issuiug ami paying m oney-orders................
34 Sec. 
33 See. 
39 Sec.

101
123
123

310 Sec. 831 
334 Sec. 807 
334 Sec. 807

shall not receive or retain more than the amount o f salary and

322 Sec. 848
shall modify a money-order i f  purchaser desires i t .................... ... 30 Sec. 113

113
315 Sec. 7 
315 Sec. 7

319 Setr. 833
320 Sec. 833

shall repay the amount o f money-order upon application, Ac., 
and return o f  the o r d e r ..................................................................... 30 Sec. 114

1 и
118 326 Sec. 870

will keep money-order accounts separate, ¿Le..................................
will forward weekly statement......... .................................................. 37 Sec. 

37 Sec.
iitV
no

329 See. 879 
33» Sec. 884

shall bo held accountable for moneys received liy them or their 
designated assistants or clerks in charge, &c., for postal

35 Sec, 104

not to deposit in any bank unless designated................. ... 38 See. 
38 Sec.

122
1*22

334 Sec. 890 
334 Sec. 895

failure to pay over, A c., to bo priinafacie ovi do neo o f embezzle-
38 Sec. 122

201 Sec. 580 

330 Sec, 905
bond of, shall contain an additional condition lor tilo faithful

30 Sec. 05
to be delivered to the Auditorondeath, resignation, Ac., of. 

may, in сане o f  sickness, Ac., with the approval, Ac.,authorize
30 Sec. 

33 Sec.

05

100 319 Sec. 831 

207 Sec. 320

bond o f  principal to cover tin* acts o f  tin“ aeting officer..
acting officer subject to all la ualties, A c .....................

at the ends o f  mail routes, are required to keep registers o f the 
arrival and departure o f all mails opened at their o ff ice s . . . . . .

33 Sec. 
33 Sec.

15 Sec. 
10 Sec.

100
100

70
70

007 Sec. 329
whenever it is carried by persons other than those &U-

207 Sec. 330
207 Sec. 331
208 See. 3 12

may gr;uit temporary leave o f  absence to route-agents, when . . .
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Post id as te r s—Coi 11 i n ti cd .
delinquencies of, in rendering quarterly accounts »ball bo reported by

A u d ito r ..........................................................................................................
penalty for neglecting to render lor one month after the

time, & c........................................................................................
i f  no account has been rendered at timo o f  tr ia l.. ..

in fulling to collect drafts by want o f  due d iligence·.....................
draft will be charged to ¡postmaster and sureties beid

responsible..................................................................................
in failing to pay collection orders when presented by contractor 

failure will bo followed by removal o f delinquent, unless,¿¿c
in neglecting to deposit public m on ey .................... ........................
in misusing money-order funds...........................................................

failure to pay over, em bezzlement...........................................
proceedings, i f  Iato postmaster fails to pay over.................

expenditures b y ,o f  any bind, must not bo made without consent o f
the Department first obtained.....................................................................

for desks, &c.t will not bo allowed unless net proceeds exceed
live dolíais per quarter......................................................................

for clei k-biie, rent, fuel, &c., at offices o f  the first and second
classes, will be fixed by an order, & c .............................. . ..............

arc allowed only in offices o f  these classes............................
for furniture, stationery, &c., at offices o f  same classes, must be

made only under special authority..................................................
proper vouchers for, must bo furnished by postm asters., j. ........

payments by, to contractors, must bo made only upon the ¡»reduction
o f collection-orders............... ................................................................

when order is presented, all money must be paid over,
except money-order funds......... ...................................... ..

and except amount duo mail inessougcr, i f  em
ployed ...........................................................................

payment cannot be refused because contractor is in
debted ......................................................................................

such refusal is prima/acie evidence o f  embezzle
ment .......................... ' .................................................

failure to pay such orders or drafts will be followed
by removal, unless. &c .............................................

receipt m ust be transmitted by the first mail after pay
ment, and to w h om ............... ........................ ........ .............

must never bo inclosed with quarterly returns,
but sent in a separate en v elop e ..............................

receipts, not on the printed forms furnished, will
not be recognized..........................................................

manuscript receipts aro illrgal

Law .

P a ge, See.

121 Sec. 22

112 Sec. 74
112 Sec. 74

92 Sec. 45 
38 Sec. 122 
38 Sec;. 122

after expiration o f  contract no payment can be mado 
unless expressly authorized by Г  ost master-Gen en d . . 

to mail-messengers aro to bo made at the close o f every quar
ter, under general instructions......................................... ............

before any payment is inailo to con tractor ..........................
or before making deposit........................................................ .

i f  proceeds are insufficient, draft to bo applied fo r . .
applications for draft, bow to be m ade...........

payments to be charged, in what account........................... .
receipts, bow to lie taken, and to whom to be sen t...........

must not be signed by an agent...................................
must not be eeut for ani<»uuts unt actually p aid___
must not be inclosed with quarterly returns .........
must be sent by  first mail after close o f the quarter 

to mail-carriers to special oil ices aro to bo made quarterly in
the ваше manner u h  to mail-messengers......................................

to lecui agents are to ho made in the same manner as to mail-
messengers ............................................................................................

retiring, must render their quarterly returns to and including tbo
day upon which the office is delivered u p ...................................

should turn over to their successors all instructions, circulars,
and orders received from the Departm ent....................................

all desks, cases, and other furniture, and fixtures.............
all books, maps, blanks, stationery, and other articles

which have been fu rn ished ..................................................
all mail-keys in their poeacesiou.......................*.......... ..........
all postages collected in advance.............................................
all money-order funds in baud, as shown by last state

ment ...................................................................... ...........
but not money belonging to Department, unless

specially instructed......................................................
all stampe, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and

postal c a r d s ...............................................................................
a list o f box-holders, with the number o f  box assigned to

each ......................................................................................
and a record o f  stamps, books, receipts, & .c......................... 23 See. 71

R egula
tions.

Paye. Sec.

201 Sec. 577

261 Sec. 577 
217 Sea 360 
217 Sec. 360

201 Sec. 580 

156 See. 48 

154 See. 33

158 Sec. 57
159 Sec. 02

158 Sec. 57
159 Sec. 6ft

210 See. 353

210 Sec. 354
$21-1 Sen. 349
Í2I7 See. 353

217 Sec. 359

217 Sec. 359

217 Sec. 360

217 Sec. 361

218 Sec. 361

210 Sec. 353
210 Sec. 353

194 See. 200

214 Sec. 349
214 Sec. 5
217 Sen. 353
215 Sec. 19
215 See. 19
215 Sec. 23
214 Sec. 10
2)5 See. H
215 Sec. 18
215 Sec. 349
214 Sec. 10

194 See. 257

215 Sec. 350

243 Sec. 530

155 Sec. 43
Sec. 43

155 Sec. 43
2(1.4 Sec. 589
248 Sec. 524

201 Sec. 0Í0

153 Sec. 27

221 Sec%387

185 Sec. 199
IbO Sec. 204
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Postmasters—Continued.
upon the return o f  a collection-draft on. unpaid, papers neces

sary for suit against principal and sureties will be trans
ın it te<l to Department o f Ju stice ...................................................

will be notified when their accounts havo been finally settled, 
are specially instructed, when addressing the Department, t o  u  r i t e  

f i l e  n a m e  o f  t l i e i r  p o s t - o i l i c e ,  c o m i t y ,  a n d  S t a t e  a t
t h e  l ie a i l  o l  t l i e i r  l e t t e r s ,  w i t h o u t  a b b r e v i a t i o n .........

t o  a c h ir e s *  t h e  p r o p e r  b u r e a u  a in t  <11 v i s i o n .......
t o  a v o i d  w r i t i n g  u p o n  m o r e  I l ia n  o n e u i i b j e e t  in

t h e  s a m e  l e t t e r .........................................................  ...............
n o t  t o  in e l t n l e  in  o n e  o r d e r  b l a n k s  a m i  s u p p l i e s

I и  r u i s l i d  I b y  <1 H ie r e in  b u r e a u s ..................................
n o t  t o  i n c l o s e  l e t t e r s  o r  r e c e i p t s  w i t h  t h e i r

q u a r t e r l y  r e t u r n s ...................................................................
Post-oflico building, superintendent of, how appointed......................................

his salary.......... .....................................................................................
may act as special agen t.......................................................................
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special a g e n t ...............

Post Oftice Department, established ......................................................................
organization o f t h e ..... ............................ .........................................................

appointment oftice, and business in cliargo o f ................................
appointment d iv is ion ................................................................
bond d ivis ion ............................................................................
salary and allowance d ivision ..................................................
frec-delivery d iv is ion .................................................................
blank-agency d iv is ion ............................ ...................................

contract oftici?, and business assigned to ...........................................
contract d iv is ion ..............  ........................................................
inspection division .....................................................................
mail equipment d iv is ion ............................................................
division o f  special agents and mail depredations...............
topographical d iv is ion ................................................................

finance oftice, and business in charge o f ............................................
division o f finance.......................................................................
division o f  postage-stamps and stamped envelopes...........
division o f  registered letters.....................................................
division o f  dead-letters......................................... ...............

money-order office, and business in charge o f ..................................
office o f  foreign mails, and business assigned to ..........................
Auditor o f  the Treasury for the Post-Office Department, and

business in charge o f .........................................................................
principal offices o f  the .......................................................................................
employes in the, how appointed, and how m a n y ......................................

their sa laries..................................... \ ..................................................
to bo instructed as to tlieir duties by the Postmaster-General. . 
number and names of, &c., to bo reported to Congress annually.
to take oath or affirmation...................................................................

form o f o a th ..................................................................................
before whom to bo taken ...........................................................

shall be subject to penalties, &c., for violation o f  law, with or
without oath ........................................................................................

shall be exempt from militia duty and from serving on ju r ie s .. 
shall not becom e interested in any contract for carrying the 

mail, or act as agent, with or without compensation, for any
contractor ....... ..............................................................................

penalty for so doing.................... ................................................
shall not receive any fees or perquisites.................. .......................
are not permitted to hohl Stato or municipal ofticos, i f  salary

is over $1,000 ........................................................................................
what offices are e x cep ted ..........................................................

penalty upon, for unlawfully detaining letters, See., or open
ing, & c ...................................................................................................

for secreting or destroying, &c., letters, &c., not con
taining, &.C................................................................................

for m isusing money order funds or aiding therein.............
failure to pay over, &.C., to bo prima facie evidence

o f  embezzlement ..........................................................
for willfully, &C-, removing postage-stamps affixed to

mail m attor...................................................................... ..
for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is

part o f  the postal revenue......................................................
for secreting or destroying, &c.. letters, &c., in tlieir 

possession to bo carred by mail, &.С., containing any
article o f v a lu e ................................................. ......................

for taking, S c,, any such article out o f  such le t te r s .........
for improperly detaining or destroying, &c., any newspa

per, &c ...........................................‘ .........................................
for knowingly using in prepayment o f  postage any post

age stamps before so used......... ......... ........................  . . .
for removing defacing marks from stamps, &c.,with | 

intent, & c ......................................................................... I

L aw.

Page. Sec.

5 See. 3
6 Sec. 4 

12 Seo. 34 
12 Sec. 34
5 Sec. 1

5 See. О
Г, Sri'. 3
6 See. 1
8 Sec, Iİ
9 Seo. 8

23 Sec. 15
S3 Sec. 15
S3 SCO. 15

2.3 Sec. 16
19 Sec. i l
42 See. >

119 Sec. 12
19 Sec. 12
19 Sec. 14

20 Sec. Î40

29 Sec. 14C 
3Ő See. 122

38 Sec. 122

70 Sec. 17C

92 Sec. 45

103 Sec. 270 
103 Sec. 279

R egula
tions.

Page. Sec.

2G1 Sec. 579
153 Sec. 27

1C5 Sec. 78
149 Sec. 8

15C Sec. 4Ü

105 Sec. 79

247 Sec. 519

147 Sec. 1
147 Sec. о
117 Sec. 2
147 Sec. о
147 Sec. 2
147 Seo. 2
147 Sec. 2
148 Sec. 3
148 Sec. 3
148 Sec. 3
148 Sec. 3
148 Sec. 3
149 Sec. 3
149 Sec. 4
149 Sec. I
14!) Sec. 4
149 Sec. 4
149 Sec. 4
149 Sec. 5
И9 Sec. <;

149 Sec. 7

137 Sec.
139 Sec. —

105 Sec. 284 

108 See. 297 

108 Sec. 297
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Post-Office Department—Continued. Page. See,
8 Sec. 5

119 Sec. 13

111 See. 30

33 Sec. 57

за See. 4a 
<3 Sec. 129

14 See. «1 
14 Sec. til 
4a Sec. 209

43 Sec. 210

21 See. 221 
27 Sec. êO 
10 Sec. 81

17 Sec. 86

10 See. 70 
4 18 Sec. 91

Page. Псе.

bonds taken, and contracts entered Into by, to bo mado to and with

suits to be brought to recover money paid by the, by mistake or

finesitiud penalties for violations o f laws o f ,when collected,to bo

money derived ironi lho sale o f  property of, to be deposited in the

shall not he liable for the loss o f  any registered mail-matter.................
Pi'St-OtBceH, may bo established on postmuda at the diseretion o f  tho Post· 

mastor-G en era l.........................................................................................................
establishment of, to bo certified to A u d ito r .......................................
transportat ion o f  tlm mail to and from any, may he contracted for. . 
mails shall be carried to the post onico at tho court-honee o f  any

county without a m a il .......................................  ....................................
carrying tho mail to, noton any established route, may be contracted

fo r ........................................... .............................................................

salary at newly established, may bo temporarily fixed until, A c .........
certain, at the intersection o f  mail routes, may bo designated as dis-

echedulc o f  times o f  arrival and departure o f the mails to be posted

( 4 1 See. 208 
11 Sec. 28 
33 Sec. 48

284 Sec. 090
advances m ay be made to defray the expenses o f agents to examino 
no person except, Ac., to havo access to letters, newspapers, and pack

ets in ..................... ........................................... ............................................ 154 Sec. 30
waste paper therein to be carefully examined, before swept ou t..........
shall not he located in a bar-room.................................................................. ........................ 154 See. 32 

154 Sec. 34
shall not be allowed to become resorts for loungers or disorderly per-

154 Sit . 35
shall Imi kept in clean and orderly cond ition ..............................................
shall bo kept open every day except Sunday, during tho usual hours ......................... 154 Sec. 35 

154 Sec. 36
and during such hours as the Postmaster-General may d irect 

when discontinued, all instructions, circulars, and orders received
15 Sec. C8

155 Sec. 43
221 Sec. 388

penalty for professing to keep, without authority....................................
lbr misusing tlm, establishment by opening correspondence,

Ac., with intent to defraud, and placing, &c?.f letters in .........
for forcibly breaking into any, with intent, «Le., or attempting

93 See. 03

90 Sec. 301

107 Sec. 293

01 Sec. 98 
01 Sec. 98 
01 Sec. 98 
01 Sec. 101

branch,or postal stations may bo established within any post-office

regulations for lho government of, to bo prescribed................... ,
letters not to be sent to. for delivery contrary to request, Ac.

assistant postmasters or clerks in charge of, may be authorized
to ieeno postal m oney-orders............................................................

postmasters and sureties on bond accountable fo r .............
must be  frequently visited by postmaster to sec that regula

tions are enforced. .............................................................................

34 Sec. 104
35 Sec. 104

191 See. 242
applications for, must be made to F irst Assistant Postmastor-

190 Sec. 236
регяопя calling at, for mails to bo informed that delivery will 

Iks mado by carriere............................................................................. 191 Sec. 237 
191 Sec. 237

mails to  anil from, must be conveyed with tbo greatest dispatch 
the advertised list o f  letters must designate those remaining at 

Post-roads, mails shall be carried on all, established by law, how often . . . .  
post-offices may be established at all such places on, as, A c .................

■i İ Sec! *215 
40 Sec. 61 
40 Sec. Cl

191 Sec. 238 
191 Sec. 239

40 See. 200 193 Soc. 254
i f  moro than one road, tlio Postmaster-General may direct which to

40 Sec. 20G
terminus of, connecting with railways may ho changed ........................
service may be di.scon linned on any road whenever, A c .....................

Post-route, service over a route not established by law, when to cease ........
stage-coaches. Ac., performing regular trips on a, are prohibited from

40 Sec. 207
41 Sec. 208 
20 See. 209

212 See. 342
Poet-routes, private expresses for tho conveyanco o f  letters shall not bo

,'jO Si-c. 228
special agents may eelzo letters, bags, Ac., carried contrary to law on. 
penalty upon owners o f certain vehicles for carrying letters or pack-

Gá Sec. 230 

50 See. 231
Ponches. See Mail-pouches.
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TIONS.

Printed matter, remaining in any post-office, how disposed o f .........................
riaqe. Sec. 

14 Seo. 59
17 Sec. 83

Pape. Sec.

samples, or patterns cannot bo registered to countries under which
312 Sec. 801

Printing, cost of, may bo allowed to postmasters o f lirst and second classes,
18 Sec. 87

Prints o f an indecent character shall not be carried in the mail . . . . . . . . ----- Ш  Sec. 148

ior taking front the mail, for the purpose o f  disposing o f . ...........
sean b for, and seizure of, to be made, now, and bv whom ...............

Priority o f payments, demands in suits under the posta! laws shall have, &c 
Prisoners at rested for offenses against the postal laws should bo putin

137 Sec. 148 
137 See. 5 
113 Sec. 303

279 See. 673
271 See. 020

may bo taken before nearest justice o f  tho p ea ce ................. ...................
act giving-jurisdiction t o .......................................................................

sureties required ot witnesses when........................................................ . .......................

279 Sec. 073
279 Sec. 073
280 Sec. 673

280 See. 673
Private expresses shall not bo established for the conveyance o f letters,

St) Sec. 228
99 Sec. 228 211 See. 339

upon eacli person acting, aiding, or assisting therein . . . .  
mail-carriers, contractors, or stage-drivers cannot lawfully carry let

ters, & c„ out o f  tho mail, unless prepaid by stamped envelopes,

»!· Sec. 228 SU Sec. 339 

SÍI Sec. 310
penalty upon persons concerned in carrying the mail for re-

all vehicles, or vessels performing regular trips mi a post-route, &c., 
are prohibited from conveying letters, &c., otherwise than in tho

penalty upon owners o f vehicles, &c.. for knowingly convey
ing any person act ingas a. tor conveyance o f  le tters and packets 50 Sec. 229 

50 Sec. 230
upon owners o f certain vehicles for carrying any letter,

50 Sec. 231
for carrying any letter, except in the mail, on any vessel

51 Sec. 232
vessels arriving, &.c„ not to make entry until all letters on board are

sworn declaration o f  master required............................................... 51 Sec. 234 
51 See. 234

penalty upon master who shall break bulk before bo has deliv-
51 See. 234

vessclsl caving, ¿ce., ior a foreign port shall not receive on board let
ters not i elating lo cargo, &c ................................. .................................

sworn declaration required before clearance,..............................
seizure o f  letters, &<*., convey cd contrary to law authorized.................

postmaster receiving information, &c., will give notice, &c., to 
1 Im collector or, ___. . . . .  ........................ ..................................

51 Sec. 233
51 Sec. 233
52 Sec. 235 212 See. 343

212 Sec. 314 
2I2 Sec. 344

ono-half o f penalties recovered to ho paid to officer se iz in g ... . .  
i f  no officer authorized to seize, &c., resides İn tho vicinity,

tho appointment o f  a special agent to bo applied for .............
special ag·-up when instructed, and collectors, shall .search ves

sels for letters, & c ......... ............................................................ . . . .
limy seize letters, bags, &c., carried pon tra ry to law on

any vessel or post-route ......................................................
packages, <fcc.. seized by, &c., shall bo forfeited...................

proceedings to inforco forfeiture ................................
transmission o f  letters by privato hands, not prohibited......................
letters prepaid by xtampx, cannot lawfully bo carried out o f  tho

52 Sen. 235

52 Sec. 23G 
52 Sec. 237 
52 Sec. 237 
52 See. 238

212 Sec. 344

212 Sec. 345

213 Sec. 348 

212 Sec. 342
inclosed in stamped envelopes, &.c. may be scut otherwise than

52 Sec. 239
this section may be suspended ...............................................

are permitted to bo carried uy steamboats, railroads, express 
companies, &cM outside o f  the* mail, when covered by stamped

52 See. 239

П7 Sec. 151
relating solely to cargo, &c., not required to be so iu-

177 Sec. 132
packets, newspapers, (unless in usi*,) printed circulars* not to 

he carried by any person on any foreign mail-packet, except
211 Sec. 341

Proof-sheets o f  poataf conventions to be revised at the Post-Office Depart*
11 See. SO

postage on, corrected, i f  corrections be o f typographical errore only,
one cent fur each two ounces or fraction thereof..................................

but if  new matter be introduced, letter-rates................................
Property, inventories of, in charge o f  the Postmaster-General to be kept . 

inventories of, to bo taken by postmaster on taking charge o f  post
onico ......................................................................................................  ........

07 Sec. 103 

10 Sec. 10

174 Sec. 120 
174 See. 129

153 Sec. 25
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Property—Continued.
postmaster and «urética responsible for, until............................................
to be turned over on retiring to successor...................................................
record of, to be k e p t .........................................................................................
mouev derived from the «a loof, stolen from the mail shall bo depos

ited as pari o f  the postal revenue...............................................................
stolen from the mail may bo delivered to tbc owner upon satisfactory

criden c o ............................. . ............................................................................
proceeds of, steden from the mail will be delivered to ow n er .................
penalty upon employés for willfully neglecting to deposit any m oney

derived from tue sale, of, o f  the D epartm ent........................................
for stealing any, belonging to the Department or aiding therein

if  value of, is twenty-five dollars or m oro..............................
if  less thau twenty-tiro dollars.................................................

o f delinquent postmasters, contractors, or other employés may bo
attached in cases o f  debts due from them.................................................

i f  they are non residents.......................................................................
or havo convoyed, or  are about to convey it a w a y ........................
may be seized in the «listriet whither removed ............................

warrant o f  attach ment of, when to issue and how to bo executed. . . . .
remedy o f  party whose property is attached..................................

pica in abatement .......................................................................
esu«·« raised liow to be tr ied .. ..............................................

parties claiming specific return of, confined to this
remedy, but, &.c. . . . . .................................................. ...........

proceeds of, i f  sold, or income, bow to be invested, & c...............
after publication o f  notice o f attachment, persons indebted, or

having, o f  defendants to account therefor, & c ....... ....................
personal notice to bo served on persons known to have such,

but, 6lc....................................................................................................
any disposal o f  such, to Ын void·.........  .............................................

Proposals lor carrying the mail shall lie invited bv advertising before con
tracts arc made, once a week for six weeks or m o re ...................................... .

in what newspapers...............................................................................
how selected......................................................................... , .......

advertisements to describe route, time, and frequency.................
not to In* fiaid for without having been requested.............

lor carrying the mail through foreign countries to lie advertised for. 
contracts with owners o f  steamboats, or steamships on United States

waters, may be made without advertising...............................................
and with railroad companies ...................................................... ..

for carrying foreign mails to bo advertised.................................................

Regula
tions.

Page. Sec.

155 See. 43 
250 Sec. 537

271 Sec. 034 
271 Sec. 034

106 Sec. 290
106 Sec. 290

11G Sec. 318
116 Sec. 318
116 Sec. 318
116 Sec. 318
116 Sec. 320
117 Sec. 321
117 Ser. 321
117 Sec. 321

117 Sec. 321
117 Sec. 322

117 Sec. 324

117 Sec. 324
117 Sec. 324

44 Sec. 243
44 Sec. 243
44 Sec. 243
44 Soc. 243
44 Sec. 243
49 Sec. 263

49 Sec. 264
49 Sec, 265
56 SeC. 267

Law .

Page. Sec. 
11 Sec. 28

16 Śiec". 71

32 Sec. 42

14 Sec. 51

92 Sec, 45 
100 See. 290

how to bo made...................................................................................................
bidders simuld first propose strictly according to advertise

ment, and then, if they desire, separately for different service 
only one route simuld bo bid for in a proposal; consolidated

bids are prohibited..............................................................................
route, service, pay, name, and residence o f  bidder sbollici be iliş

ti net! у sta ted ...................... .................. ..............................................
blank proposals furnished by the Department should bo used ..
altered bids should not he subm itted.................................................
bide onco submitted should not be withdrawn................................

but withdrawals allowed i f  made twenty-four hours pre
vious to time fixed for opening .........................................

a modification o f  bid. <Lc , cannot bo received after, &.c ...............
new bid must be made ..............................................................

bids that propose to transport the mails with “ celerity, e’er·’
tainly, and security ”  are the only legal bids ............... *...........

bids received alter the time named in advertisement not to bo
considered in competition with bids, &c.. received in tim e___

nor if unaccompanied by guarantee and certificate ..........
right to reject extravagant bids reserved by the Department .. 

and to disregard the bids o f failing contractors and bid
ders ..............................................................................................

bids o f any person who has negligently failed to perform a  for
mer contract not to be considered.. ! . .  .......................................

or who has entered into combination to induce another
person not to bill .....................................................................

contract o f any person so offending to be annulled .........
shall lie made with the next lowest bidder when, &e., if. & c ___

шпегспсо in price of. to be charged to failing b id d e r .......
if bid too high, service to be re-advertised..........................

must be guaranteed by two responsible per sons.......................................
shall not bo considered n u lo «  accompanied by such guarantee..
sufficiency o f  guarantors must lie certified by a p ostm aster___
certificates of the sufficiency o f guarantors not to be given by

postmast ers without knowing, dec.................................................
penalty upon postmaster, &c.. for certifying to Buffi, 

ciency of guarantors, Aie., before guarantees signed,
&.C., or knowingly milking a false certificato, & c .............

shall have oaf fi of bidder's ability, good faith. &c., affixed ...................
bidders not released uutil contract shall have been executed

4543 See.

44 Soc. 244

43 See. 245

45 Sec. -249

4Г, Sec. 250
46 Ser. 250 
40 Ser. 251 
46 Ser. 251 
46 Sec. 251 
45 Si c. 245 
45 Sec. 245 
45 SCC. 246

45 Sec. 247 
45 Sec. 246 
47 Sec. 252 I

195 Sec. 267

195 Sec. 26ö

195 Sec. 269 
195 Sec. 270 
195 Sec. 271 
195 Si c. 271

195 Sec. 271
196 Sec. 276 
196 Sec. 276

196 Sec. 275

195 Sec. 266
195 Sec. 266
196 Sec. 273

196 Sec. 273 

196 SOC. 273 

194 Sec, 262

195 Sec. 272
195 Sec. 266
196 Sor. 272

19C Soc. 277

196 Sec. 272
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Proposals for carrying tbo mails—Continued.
bidders upou routes where compensation exceeds $0,000, shall

Page. Sec. Paje. See.

47 Sec. 253
47 See. 253 

47 Sec. 253
to be returned i f  contract shall be executed and service

arc expected to perform the service through the w hole term o f
120 Sec. 274

acliou a^uiust failing bidder to accrue on the execution o f  final
48 Sec, 251
47 Sec. 252

IDG Sec. 275
bidders receiving an award o f  contract, aud wrongfully rofus*

47 See. 254
47 Sec. 254
48 Sec. 259

legal liabilities will be enforced against, on lai loro to per
form contracts....................................................................................... 190 Sec. 277 

196 Soc. 272
44 Sec. 244
44 Sec. 244

for route omitted at the regular letting shall be opened, when............. 48 Sec. 257

shall be reported to Congress annually............................................. U Sec. 8

107 See. 294
107 See. 224

Prosecution. See Penalties.
Publications, See Newspapers.

having the form  ot a newspaper, but printed for gratuitous circula
tion. cannot be sent by mail to persone not actual subscribers ........

issued without disclosing the otlicoof publication, or containing a 
fictitious statement thereof, must not lie forwarded unless prepaid

172 Seo. 110 

172 Sec. 115
Publishers may inclose subscription-bills in their publications to regular

Gli See. 141 17:i Sec. İSİ
178 Sec. 1 Cl

m ay write upon wrappers date when subscription expires..................... 03 Sec. 141 173 Sec. 121
174 Sec. 128
174 Sec. 12-
174 Sec. 12r

prospectuses of, a io  to bo charged as circulars, with postage in ad
174 Sec. 128

con  ceted proof-sheets sent by, or to, will be charged as third-class
174 Ser. 12Э

but i f  new matter bo introduced, or information bo asked or

oath required of, as to transmission o f  printed m atter............................
penalty upon, for unlawfully sending newspapers, &c., toother than

71 Sec. 102 

71 Sec. 102

177 Ser. 148 j

o f  periodicals nuil newspapers remaining in any office paying postage
duo thereon, the наше aro not to lx· disposed o f ......................................

to ho notified when any subscriber refuses to  take tho sarno
14 Sec. 59 

29 See. 140

233 Sec- 455 

233 Sec. 457
route-agents may receive packages o f  newspapers from ........................

Punishment. See Penalties.
Quarterly accounts. See Accounts, Quarterly returns.

70 See. 144 

8 Sec. C

174 Sec. 128

must he forwarded to A uditor at tho d oso  o f  every nuartor.................
all delinquencies in rendering,shall he reporteri hy the Auditor..........
penalty for neglecting to rendőr, for one month after tho t im o ............

though mailed, postmaster not discharged from penalty, unless, 
Ле .. ..........................................................................................

131 Seo. 22 
2tí Sec. 74

246 Sec. 513 

250 ScC. 530 

250 Sec. 540

«48 Sec. 52tí
m ust not includo more than flic business o f  ono quarter...................
must be Fendami by out-going postmaster to, mid including, tho day ............ 248 Sec. 528 

»4« Sec. 530
successor to render for remainder o f  tho quarter, unless, « t o .. . .  

may be rendered by assistants, deputies, or sureties, in caso o f  death
o f  ]xi8tmaster, to und including, & c .......................................................

how to be signed...................................................... ............................... .........................

248 Sec. 530

240 Sec. 531 
240 Sec. 534
240 Ser. 532
247 Ser. .»18

m ust bear printed label furnished to offices o f  first, second, and third
248 Sec. 528

r e c e i p t * ,  l e t t e r * ,  a n t i  p a p e r s  n o t  b e l o n g i n g  t o ,  m u s t  
n e v e r  b e  i n d u s o d  «v it t i , t in t in  a  s e p a r a t e  e n v e l o p e

statement o f stamps, &«·., received must be sent with, by ofticos o f  the!
047 See. 510

248 See. 5®
transcripts only, not the original accounts, must he sent w ith ............... 1 249 Set*. 53.*
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Quarterly returns—Continued,
copies of, certi lì oil by Auditor under seal shall be admitted as evi-

Раус. See. 

114 Sec. 312

Page. Sec.

246 Sec, 314 
246 Sec. 514

216 Sec. 514 
236
246 Sec. 514
217 Sec. 520

247 Sec. 521 
24d Sec. 522

218 Sec. 523

218 Sec. 524
248 Sec. 524
256
246 Sec. 514 
246 Sec. 514 
246 Sec. 514 
246 Sec. 514 
256
240 Sec. 514

218 Sec. 525 
218 Sec. 525
249 Sec. 534 
249 Sec. 534 
249 Sec. 533

249 Sec. 535

249 Sec. 536 
249 Sec. 536

aocount o f  money received on mails sen t........... ............................
" iV Š ě c . 58

account o f  recular newspapers and pamphlets received............. .........................
account o f  all printed matter otlier than, Ac., must be

postage collected, for the quarter only to ho accounted for 
out-going postmaster to turn over, Ac., all advance post-

transcript of, io  bo forwarded to Auditor with quarterly

account o f  ship am f steamboat letters received, where, A c .......... ........................

should never be scut without the transcripts, nor tbo

postmaster’s signaturo should be attached to each paper 
should l>e signed by postmaster himself, unless, ó¿c...........

notili cat ion o f errors sent to first, second, and third class

sworn statement to accompany, as to amount received 
from box-rents, postages, moneys collected, A c ................. 20 See. та

iítí Soo. 73 

27 Sec. ез
sworn «lat óment to honiadé as to amount o f  receipts in

blank forme for, furnished by First Assistant Postmaster-

254 Sec. 553

251 Sec. 541 
247 Sec. 515 
333 Sec. 542 
253 Sec. 542

253 Sec. 543

balance duo on former «marters not to be inserted.. 
vouchers lor expenses charged in, must accompany, 

printer’s receipt for advertising letters must
state, tbo number, A c .........................................

the whole amount paid for advertising must be .........................

postages on dea d· let ters returned should include
253 Sec, 546

253 Sec. 547 
253 Sec. 548

238 Sec. 563
252 Sec. 541

253 Seo. 549

254 Sec. 550 
254 Sec. 551

254 Sec. 532

a completo «lead lotter bill for tbo whole quarter

money-order buoi ness should not be entered o n ........
amounts paid contractors, mail-messengers, Ac., not

items relating to previous quarters not to be en* '

charges for contingent expenses will not bo allowed
unless accompanied by a receipted bill ....... .........

fees paiil for atını misteri tig oaths to, not allow ed... 
classami name o f  tbooffice, name o f  the Stato, post-

........................

Railway companies carrying tin* mail shall carry on any train all mailable
•fi Sec. 313 
49 Soc. 30.İ 
43 Sec. a u

13.Ï Sec. — 
135 See. —

135 Sec. — 
133 Sce. —

133 Sec. —

12 Sec. 33 
12 Sec. 33 
12 Sec. 35

contracts may bo madô with, without advertising for bids therefor...
compensation of, having land-grants............................................................

shall bo re adjusted according to the average weight o f mails

average weight, bow nseertaine«!...........................................
i f  those now furnish ing railway post-office cars shall refuse to 

provide such cars, they shall liot be entitled to increase o f  pay
additional, may be allowed for increase in length o f  cars .........

length o f cats required shall be determined by the Post- 
Office Department, and shall be properly fitted up, A c .. 

Railway postal-service, agents to supcrintcud the, may be appointed. (See

to be paid out o f  what appropriation........ .............................
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Railway postal-service—Continued. P n r ¡ e ,  S e c . P a r t e .  S e e .

Railway post-office cars, increased compensation to be paid to railway com 
panies who furnish............................................................... 135 Sec. —

any railroad company now furnishing, refusing to provide such, not 
entitled to increaaoof compensation................................... ......................

additional compensation may bo allowed for increase in length o f___
length of, required,shall bo determined bytho Post-Office Department 
shall be properly fitted up, &c., for the accommodation o f  clerks, &.C.. 
are strictly private,and not to be entered by any person, except, <fcc.. 
penalty upon owners of, for knowingly carrying any person acting

as a private express for the conveyance oř letters amt p a ck ets____
upon certain, for carrying letters or packets otherwise than in tlio 

mail over post-routes ....................................................................................

135 See. — 
135 Sec. — 
135 See. —

50 Sec. 2*29 

50 Sec. 231

202 Sec. 733

Railway post-office clerks may bo appointed for assorting and distributing
84 Sec. 40

arc appointed amt removed by tlio Post master-Gen eral.......................... 84 Sec. -10 152 Sec. 21

23 Sec. 15 150 Sec. 14
23 Sec. 15 151 See. 14

shall receive and deliver any mail-matter presented i f  prepaid, j¿c . . . 84 Sec. 226 
84 Sec. 226

119 Soc. 14
general principles governing4he*distributian and making up o f mail-

2£8 Sec. 704 
288 Sec. 705 
283 Sec. 70G

288 See. 70«

will have charge o f  and be accountable for property....................
will see that mails arc properly made up and put upon proper ........................

will not consider their labor ended until whole mail lias been

will promptly notify superintendent o f any change o f  schedule
292 Sec. 72*

will report all cases o f  mails burned or otherwise injured...........
will accompany tbo mails to and from the initial ami terminal

offices o f  their routes........... .............................................................
will register their nanieś and the day and hour o f  their do- ........................

294 Sec, 714 

292 Sec. 731

will note in the register all failures to connect, &c., and all
292 Sec. 731

will sign with their official signatures all replies to official in-
292 Sec. 732

will keep on baud a supply o f  postage-stamps for the accom-

will keep a record o f additional instructions that may bo sent
294 Sec. 749

will receive and projxrly distribute all mail matter sent to
them or placed in railway post-office letter-boxes, or, «fcc.........

letter mails for other railway post-offices and distributing offices ........................ 288 Sec. 708

289 So£. 710

289 See. 711

in letter-mails for post-offices, letters for delivery to be in pack
ages by themselves, and letters for distribution in separato
packages............................ ...................................................................

puc к age н mado up by States need not l>o opened uni еня, Л е.......
sent for delivery must bo tied with twine, with letter 

benring name o f  ottico facet! out on both «idea
onlv tbc unpaid postages in, should be pcs bln lied 

for distribution must bo tied, using “ facing-islips ”sent
in ilio address

no bills o f  unpaid postages with these........................
letter packages mude up l'or distribution should havo 

slip bearing nanio o f otilco to which package is mado
up, with name, dato, & c...................... . ......... . ........................

slips received to bo forwarded daily, with errors
n o te d .......................................... ......................... *.........

to lie marked “ О К ”  i f  no errors, <fce ........................
in making tip mails for delivery to pass intact, &o., will mail

d ire c t .......................................................................... ...........................
will also mak»* up packages for distrilmtion iu such distributing

offices os they may be instructed to d o ....................................................
w ill carefully distribute and makr op mails by the echcmes furnished.
letters sent to n route-agent should he made un, h o w ..............................

nil unpaid, should bo billed and mailed d ire ct .. ..............................
letters deposited in the railway poet-offico wholly iinpaid, or with 

less than ono full rate prepaid, except soldiere'and sailors', tob o
regarded as n limali a b le ................................................................................

received from any source Waring stumps previously used or 
cut from stamped envelopes, and letters not addressed or

letters deposited, Ac., must be carefully postmarked amt stamps 
thereou effectually can ce led ........................ ............................................. '

289 Sec. 709

289 Sec. 712 
289 Sec. 712

289 Sec. 712 
289 Sec. 712

289 Sec. 713

289 Sec. 713 
2*9 Sec. 713

289 See. 711

289 Sec. 714
290 Sec. 710 
290 Sec. 717 
290 Sec. 717

291 Soc. 725

201 Soc. 726 

290 Soo. 715
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tions.

Railway post-office clerk»—Continued.
will exclude Írom the inaile all packages containing liquids, poison, 

glass, explosivo chemicals, & u ....................................................................
Page. Sec. Page. Sec.

1CT Sec. 67 
167 Sec. 88

290 See. 71C

290 Sec. 7 lá

200 Sec. 7İ9 

208 See. 728 

204 See. 740

304 Sec. 740
201 Sec. 123
291 Sec. 723

291 Sec. 123

292 Sec. 733 

291 Sec. 727

290 Sec. 721

291 Sec. 721

291 Sec. 722 
239 Sec. 487 
239 Sec. 488 
ZIO Sec. 489 
239 Si c. 590

292 Sec. 729

291 Sec. 724
292 Sec. 730

294 Sec. 740 

294 Sec. 745

293 Sec. 738 

293 Sec. 737

all books, circulars, printe, See., o f  an obscene character.............
will make a regular exchange o f  through pouches with such offices, 

&.C., as d irected ................................................................................................
.......................

poaches in transit not to be withhold or diverted from destina
tions .........................................................................................................

to bo regularly exchanged with those o f  other clerks, &.c,, at

pouches, locks, and labels to bo regularly returned to offices, 
&.C., which semi th e m .........................................................................

exchanges o f letter-mails between post-offices must always lie

а pouch, duly locked, must be furnished whenever оно is duo,
whether there is any letter mail or n o t .........................................

are expected to use extraordinary vigilance in guarding the m ails .. .
mails must not be left for a moment exposed, day or night.........

i f  found exposed after having passed from their hands.

........................

the railway post-office is strictly private, and not to bo entered 
by any person except, dec...................................................................

are expected to post themselves as to the proper rates o f  postage and 
in the laws and regulations............................................................ .............

am required to note in a book the numbers, postmark, date, and ad
dress o f  all registered packages, o f  envelopes, &o., passing through 
their hands, ami the disposition made o f  them ................... ....................

to obtain receipt tor each, from the person to whom they may

receipts to be stamped as many times as there may be

receipts for registered packages, how to be t a k e n . . . . ........

are forbidden to absent themselves from their lines or transfer tlmir
duties to a substitute without written perm ission................................

are instructed to mako careful examination o f  waste-paper passing
from their offices, to see that it does not contain haters, dee.............

to remain on duty the wliote length o f  their r u n s ...........................
under no circumstances to deliver a mail where there is not a

. . .  I 
..........1

not to make a delivery at the ears o f  letters in transit to any 
person w h atever..................................................................................

not to permit postmasters to count stamps on letters deposited 
in the cars (or mailing pending i he adjustment o f  their salary 

not to pm mit indorsements upon letters, or additions thereto,
except to correct error in the direct ion .......................................

to register their names and the day and hour o f their departure

............

to note iu the register all failures to connect, &c., and all irregu
larities. dec .................................................................................... ....... 292 Sec. 731

292 Sec. 733
293 See. 735 
293 Sec. 730

to sign all replies to official inquiries with their oflicial signa-

not to traffic in merchandise.................................................................
not to impart information touching correspondence passing

or concerning' probable vacanios in railway post-offices... 
nor to aid in procuring appointments to such va- ............ 293 Sec. 710

293 Sec. 740
293 Sec. 743

294 Sec. 147

294 Sec. 717
293 Sec. 712
294 Sec. 74- 
294 Sec. 74-

293 Sec. 741
203 SöC. 589 
293 Sec. 739

1

to leave their address with tlie superintendent or, &c., so that

not. to leave their places o f  residence when o ff duty without
first notifying 8U]>crinteudeiit...........................................................

to respect ami obey the rules o f  the railway com panies...............
to comply with nil the instructions o f  Ilio Dopai trm u t ............... .

ignorance will never he considered an excuse, dec.............
to observe tin strictest courtesy in their official intercourse

.......................

anti on their resignation or removal to turn over to their sue- i 
coesore the mail-keys, property, records, &c., iu their pos- >
Session . . . ........................................................................................)

Railway post-offices, clerks may ho appointed lor assorting and distribut·
........{

84 Sec. 40

13Õ Sec. —

43 Sec. 212 
40 Sec. 201

133 Sec. —

Railway-routes, compensation for carrying the mails on, shall bo re-adjusted,

i f  Postmaster-General is unable to contract for carrying tho m aliin, 
at maximum rates, lie may separate letter-mail, &,о ...........................

pay for carrying the mail on, shall be graduated according to average 
Weight o f mails, and length o f cars..........................................................
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1 ta il way a—Conti imed.
average weight, how ascerta ined ..........................................

penalty upon owners oi‘, for knowingly carrying any person acting
as a private express, for conveyance o f  letters and packets ...........

lor carrying letters and packets otherwise than in the mail
over iK>8t-routos..................................................................................

are permitted to carry ami deliver letters, when covered by stamped
envelopes, provided, .........................................................................

only letters relating solely to cargo may bo lawfully carried
not so inclosed, over a mail -route outsido the mail. .................

no fees allowed to any, which carries tlio mail, nor to any person on
board ...................... .......................................... ............................................ .

Receipts. See R even u e.
tor amounts paid to contractors, & c„m ust he transmitted by the

very hrst mail after payment is made ....................................................
must betaken on the blank forms furnished.......................
manuscript receipts are illegal...............................................

and for payments made to mail-messengers....................................
m u s t  n e v e r  lie  i n c l o s e d  w i t h  ( p i a r t e e l y  r e i u r n s ,  b u t

in  aí s e p a r a t e  e n v e l o p e  ......................................
shall be taken upon the delivery o f  registered moil-mutter, showing,

&.C., to be returned to the semler......................................................
to be evidence o f delivery .................................................................

for subscription may be inclosed in newspapers without subjecting,
&c., to extra postage...................... ......................................................

Receivers, penalty for knowingly receiving, &c., auy article o f  value stolen
from the mail, or aiding therein ......................................................................... .

may bo tried before the t h ie f ........................ *.................... .........................
Keoeiving-lioxvs. See L e tter  boxea, street.
Record to be kept by postmasters o f stamps, books, receipts, &c ____ _____

to ho preserved and delivered to successors......................... . ......
to lie subject to  examination by any special agent-........................

public, penalty for altering or forging, &c,, any, with intent to de
fraud ....................................................... .........................................................

for knowingly altering such forged w riting................................
transcripts of, how authenticated.............................................................. .

Registers o f  times o f arrival and departure o f mails to be kept........... .........
Registration o f  id lers , only fully prepaid letters ran bo registered .............

fees for, ou domestic lotters, 13 cents in addition to postage...............
on letters to foreign coun tries............................................................
fractional·currency letters to be registered without fee .............

regulations for ..............................................................................
official letters o f  the D epartm en t sh a ll be registered  free o f  c h a r g e . . 

b la n k s  requ ired, and  b y  w hom  fu r n is h e d ........................................

L aw .

Page. Sec. 135 See. *—
99 Sec. 229

100 Sec. 231

1 Le d  u i *a  ·
T1UNS.

supply to be kept on hand........................ .........................................
not to bo borrowed, unless, & c .................................................. .

when letters art*, presented for registration, duty o f  jMistmaster........
entries, record, and mailing................................. ...............................
how to he billed and enveloped ........................................................
postmasters at distributing оШеен to retain original number..

weight o f  package limited to four p o u n d s .......  ....................................
registered letters must never be sent except in registered-package

envelopes.......................................................................................................
i f  package too large, &c., bow to Ik; wrapped. ............................
not to be tied or wrapped with other letters ........... .. .. ........
bow to bo numbered.............................................................................. .
how to lie receipted f o r .................................................... ..................

subsequent receipts during transmission ..........................
number to be recorded during transmission..................................
at separating-olUces, postmasters to make note o f  registered

m atter...............................................................................................
receipts not to be given for, without careful examination.........

73 Sec. 127

Page. S ec .

212 Sec. 342 

177 Sec. 151 

177 Sec. 152 

183 Sec. 19U

217 Sec. 361 
216 Sec. 353 
216 Sec. 353 
214 Sec. 10

247 Sec. 519

7.7 Sec. 128
75 Sec. 128

TO See. Ш 170 Sec. 143

104 See. 2«!
105 See. 283

16 Sec. 71 2.70 See. 537
1(5 Sec. 71 250 See. 538
10-ScO. 71

107 Sec. 294
107 See. ИМ

8 Sec. 5
16 Sec. 70

235 See. 151
75 Sec. 127 SK See. 4H4

235 Sec. 465
75 Sec. 190 21 ( Sec. 505

..................5 243 Sec. 505
Sec. 500

236 Sec. 170 
Sec. 471 

236 See 
230 Sec.
236 Sec. 471
237 Sec. 473 
237 Sec.
237 Sec.
238 Sec.

47273
170 
477 4"

238 See. ·! ‘i
237 See. 4 m
238 See. 4*1 
238 See. 4>2 
238 Sec. 483 
238 See. 484 
235 Sec. 483

route-agents, &c., how to obtain receipts for.

me*t be carried by route-agents, S¿ c., in leather pouch, separate,
&o ............................................................................................

must lie kept by postmasters, secure and separate .................
iHvtieli containing, by whom to he opened and lmw ...................
how to be delivered by postmasters........ ....................................

by carriers..........................................................................
auy unpaid postage on, to 1мг collected .........................................
may he forwarded on written request...........................................

without additional fee or postage.......................................
“ request,”  to bo returned to postmasters if  bearing writer’sname..........  ..................................................

if not, to be sent to dead-letter office....................................
'* returned.” to be delivered to writer. & c .. . .  ................

when not receive I liy postmaster, return-bill tu lie indorsed and
scut back, »ml faets reported, & c..... .........................................

envelopes of, to be kept for twelve months....... ........................... .
27 1* 0

239 Sec. 239 See.239 See. 
See. See.

240 Sec. 210 Sec.240 Sec. 2J0 Sec. 
243 S e c.241 Sec. 241 Sec. 241 See.

486487 
i - 8 189 49 1
490491492 I (504494495 495

2JI See. 496 241 See. 49« 211 Sec. 497
241 Sec. 498242 Sec. 499
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Registration of letters—Continued.
reports to bu ruado quarterly.........................................................

responsibility of postumster» in regard to ..........................................
postmasters anil others, to rejwrt any neglect o f these regulations 

ut distributing-office», how to proceed.........................................

foreign countries to which letter» can bo registered.

n o “  return registered-letter receip t”  u s e d ..................................
instructions............................................................................................

Registered mail·matter, receipt» taken upon the delivery of, eball be evi
dence o f  delivery.....................................................................................................

Department or its revenue shall not be liable for loss o f .......................
Registered packages, damaged postage-stamp» returned to Department

must be sent in ............................................................................................  ........
i f  not, and lost, postmaster will not receive cred it.......................

stamped envelopes. &.C., redeemed ; must be »ent to Department in . 
after for warding, from a dist ri buti ng-officc i f  no “ correct”  re

turn bill is received bow to proceed.............................................
postmasters, &c., w ill be held accountable for all, passing through

their hatul» ...................................................................................................
when re·wrapped must invariably bear the original registered

num ber.. ......................................... . ....................................... , ..............
perfect chain o f  receipts for, to bo obtained by route-agents, & c.......

Regulations, instructions and, promulgated by ilio Postmaster-General 
conformably to law aro entitled to the same respect as acts o f  Congress.

bond o f  postmasters conditioned for tin· observa nee o f ..........................
postmasters should acquire a thorough knowledge o f  their duties

froai t h e ..........................................................................................................
ignorance o f  the law and,cannot be accepted asan excuse for tbeir

violation....................  ..................................................................................
disregard of, entails upon postmasters, contractors and employés the

sume penalties asu violation o f a law ciť Congress..... ........... ........ ..
employé» when in doubt as to any portion o f their duty should ad

dress tlie D epartm ent..........................  ...................................................
affecting accounts, or originating a claim, shall be certified to the

Auditor ....... ................................... ............................. .................................
for the governinolit o f branch offices to be prescribed............... ............

Removals. See A p p o in tm en t* .
Rent, office, reasonable allowance may bo made upon thoorder o f  the Poet

inaster-Geuenil for the necessary expenses o f .................................................
to mail-agents at foreign ports ........................................................ .
to postal-agents in China and Ja pa n ................................................
to the postmaster at New York c ity ...............................................
to postmasters o f  the lirst and second c lasses ..............................

expenditures for. allowed to what o ff ice s ..................................................
o f  boxes, quarterly areount o f money received for, by postmasters

to be rendered under o a t h ................................. .................................. .....
o f  lock-boxes to bo paid when put up by private parties ...................

Request envelopes, stamped envelopes bearing a request for the return, 
dec., with name und address o f parties printcil, will be furnished without
extra charge for printing .............................................. ........................................

no order to ho taken on credit, except, S¿c ..................................................
or for less than five hundred..... .........................................................

requisitions for, how to be m ad e ........................ ..........................................
blank-forms for ordering, supplied.................................................................
are to bo accounted for, h o w ...........................................................................

Request letters, a request to return fi tter to writer may he printed on
stamped envelopes ..................................................................................................

letters if prepaid not called for, &c., bearing special request for their 
return, must bo promptly returned at expiration o f  time specified..

i f  time not specificii, at expiration o f thirty d a y s ........................
i f  prepaid, and hearing name and address o f writer, also to be re

turned ..............................................................................................................
but not unless full postage due was prepaid...................................

not to be advertised.................' .......................................................................
dates o f  receiving and o f  remniliug to be stamped thereon, and. Ärr . 
if, after ilici r return, not delivered within om* umnih, to he s co tto

dead-letter o ttico ......... ................................. ................................................
statement o f whole number returned each quarter to be sont by

special letter to Third Assistant Rostmaater-Gonerai ...................
Revenue, postal, all money unclaimed in dead-fi tters, stolen from the mail 

and recovered, accruing fiчип lines and penalties, derived from the sale 
o f public property, &e.t shall be deposited in the Treasury as part o f
the ................................................................... ............................................

all postages, box-rents, and other receipts shall be accounted foras
purt o f the ........................................................................................................

any part thereof not collected, postmasters shall fie field no-
. ountable for, на i f  collected......................................... ....................

record o f  receipts for postages, box-rents, écc., to 1ю kept.........

Page. See.

75 Sec. 128 
75 Sec. 129

15 See. G5

12 Sec. 
19 Sec.

12 See.
12 S. .
13 Sec. 
28 Sec. 
28 Sec.

25 Sec. 72 
23 Sec. 41

77 Sec. 1GÍI 

83 Sec, 198

Page. See.
242 Sec. 500
243 See. 507 
242 Sec. 502 
242 Sec. 503
235 See. 405

4GG, 407
236 Sec. 408

469
238 Sec. 479 
242 Sec. 501

220 Sec, 378 
220 Sec. 378 
223 See. 400

225 Sec. 410

225 Sec. 411

225 Sec. 412 
239 See. 489

144 Sec. —

15G Sec. 51 

156 Sec. 51 

144 See. — 

14. Sec. —

when collecte«!, shall be paid into the Troti 
tlio Treasurer to give duplicate recoi

шагу__

32 See. 

32 Sec.

32 Sec. 
16 Sec.
33 Sec.

ipts therefor.........................  33 Sec.

43

159 Sec. fii

220 Sec. .374
220 Sec. 374
220 Srr. 374
220 Sec. 375
220 Sec. 370

231 Sec. 410
831 Seiv 440
231 See. 441
231 Sec. 442
228 See. 4,1
231 See. 446
232 Sec, 447
232 See. 448
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I ndex to the P ostal Laws and R egulations. Law . Regula
tions.

3 íe ven ue , postal—Conti nued.
salary und authorized expenses o f postmaster may be deducted from

rece ip ts ................................... ...........................................................................
sworn statement may be required to accompany postmaster’s account

o f  receipts........................................................................................................
false swearing therein to he perjury___ . . . . . . . ..............................

at W ashington, ami at cities wL’ero there is an assistant treasurer,
receipts shall be deposited weekly, and as much ottener, «fco .......

penalty lor willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is part o f
the......................................................................................................................

amount o f postal receipts at each oftice, how to bo ascertained............
shall not be liable for the loss o f  registered mail-matter ...................
net receipts o f  the money-order business to be placed to the credit o f

the Treasurer ....................... ................. ............................................... .
transfers from the, to the money order funds may be m ad e..............
transfers may bo made from the, to any money-order ottico by warrant 
money required for the postal service símil bo appropriated by law out

o f. *....................................................................... .............. ...............................
warrants to the Treasurer shall be issued to carry certain amounts to

credit o f ............... .................. ............................. .. *............  ............... .
payments by postmasters on account o f  the postal-service certified

quarterly by Auditor, shall be carried to the credit o f ....... ..............
quarterly statement o f  receipts and expenditures shall be transmitted

b y  Auditor m Secretary o f  the Treasury...............................................
A uditor shall report the official forms o f  papers to boused in connec

tion with receipts and < xp nditnrcs when required ............................
shall register, charge, and countersign all warrants, Sec., for, 6¿c. 

all delinquencies o f postmasters in paying over receipts, shall be re
ported by Auditor to Postmaster-General.............................................

A uditor shall certify  quarterly to the Postmaster-General, pay
ments made by postmasters out o f their receipts, designating the
heads o f  appropriation, & c ............... . .....................................................

amounts thus certified to be credited t o ...........................................
vouchers for all deductions made by  postrfiosters out o f  receipts, See,,

»hall be submitted to Auditor for settlem ent.........................................
and go such deductions shall be valid unless in conform ity with

law ...... .....................................................................................................
Right o f  way, railway companies having, to carry the mail at what p rices .. 

telegrams o f  the Government over lines to which has been given,
shall have priority, Se c .....................................................

Road, on which the mail is carried to any court-house without a mail, is 
declared to bo a post-road during the time the mail is carried thereon

ami to post-offices not on any established r o u te ............................
i f  more than one, which to bo post·road......................................................

Robbery, when a post -office has been robbed, special report should Imi made,
stating circum stances...............................................................................................

reward o f  $.*»0 may be offered by postmaster in som e cases....................
but for a larger sum, authority munt be obtained ........................

information o f  new facte should be given from tim e to tim e...............
proceedings when criminals are apprehended ...........................................
money, &c., sent by mail is at the risk o f the ow ner.............................

but in case o f loss, the Department will endeavor to discover
the cause, A c .........................................................................................

when taken from the mail by robbery, if it come into the bands
o f  an employé, slinil be deposited in the Treasury, A c . . ..........

•when recovered, will be delivered to owner on proof o f  owner
sh ip....... ......... , .......................................................................................

penalty for robbing any mail-carrier, &c., o f  the mail, or any part
thereof...............................................................................................................

on second conviction, or wounding, Sec., the carrier ...........
for Vicing accessory alter the fact t o ........................................
for attempting to roll, by  assaulting, & c . ...........................

when an arrest is made for, prisoner should be put in charge o f  reg
ular law-officers, A c .......................................................................................

before whom to bo taken for exam ination.......................................
may be taken before nearest ju stice  o f  the peace..........................

act giving jurisdiction t o ...................................................,.
sureties required o f  witnesses, w h e n ................................  .............
special report to be made to ch ie f o f  division o f  mail depreda

tions .........................................................................................................
report must show w hat................................................................

credit will not be allowed iu cases where offices have been robbed
o f  stamps, S e c .................................................................

Roots, not exceeding four pounds in weight, may he transmitted by mail .. 
postage on, one cent for each two ounces or fraction, to be prepaid in

fu ll....................................................................... ............... ..............................
Route-agents,lire appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General.........

their sa fa ry ......... ................................................................................................
out o f  what appropriation to be paid...................................................

must take the official oath.................................................................................
form o f  o a t h ............................................... .·.............................................

are not permitted to hold State or municipal offices, if, A c .....................
what offices are excepted........................................................................

l'agc. See.

18 Sec. 88

26 See. 73
26 See. 73

20 Sec. 7G

02 Sec. 4.7
27 See. 83
7S Sec. 120

32 Sec. 42
37 Sec. 117
37 Sec. 118

32 Sec. 46

14 Sec. 53

124 Sec. 53

121 Sec. 22

121 See. 22
121 See. 22

121 Sec. 22

124 Sec. 52
124 See. 53

127 See. 80

127 See. 80
21 Sec*. 214

10 Sec. 17

40 Sec. 204
40 Sec. 204
40 Sec. 206

Page. Sec.

124 Sere.

14 Sec.

105 Sec. 
105 See. 
105 See. 
10G See.

5t

285
285
286 
287

270 Sec. 625
271 Sec. 626 
271 Sec. 626 
271 Sec. 627 
271 Sec. 628 
271 Sec. 633

271 Sec. 633

271 See. 634

270 Sec. 673
271 Sec. 620 
270 Si c. 673 
270 Sec, 1 ·  ̂
280 Sec.. 073

. 280 Sec. 673 
280 Sec. 633

li Sec. 396
134 Sec.

134 Ser.
84 Sec. 30 152 Soc. 21
84 Sec. rr<
84 Sec. 39
23 Sec. 15 150 See. 11
23 See. 15 151 See. 11

_____ ............. 137 See. —

139 See. —
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I ndex to the  P ostal L aw s and R egulations. L aw . R egula
tions.

Route-agente—Continued.
slmll not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail, or 

act as agents, & c ............................................................................................

Page, Sec.

119 See. 12 
119 Sec. 12 
119 Sec. 14

84 Sec. 220

Page. Sec.

«ball receive all mutter presented, i f  prepaid by stamps, ami deliver
295 Seo. 750

are not permitted to re coivo prepayment in m oney............ 177 Sec. 150
previous instructions forbidding the receipts o f  letters, &c.,

293 Sec. 751
letters, Slc., must bo received at the cars up to the last moment

295 Sec. 751
letters when deposited in the cars, or handed to, at the cars,

295 Sec. 752
295 See. 753

not more than the number o f  cars act ually in use .. 295 See. 753
letters deposited, Sec., excepting soldiers’ aud aailor^', wholly 

unpaid, or with less than one full rute prepaid, aro to be re*
298 Sec. 771
298 Sec. 774

also letters to which aro affixed stamps previously used,
299 Sec. 775

and letters not addressed, or so badly addressed that tlieir
299 Sec. 773

letters must not bo distributed in the samo loose niauuer as
295 Sec. 754
295 Sec. 734

letters fo r  driivoy  must be placed in packages by them selves.. 295 See. 755
packages sent to an ellice for delivery must be tied wiili 

twine, with a letter bearing the патио o f the office faced
296 Sec. 750

only the unpaid postages in such packages will be post·
h ille d ............................................................................................ 296 Sec. 756

296 Sec. 750| 

296 Sec. 756
must be securely tied, using “ facing-slips “  iii the address

296 Sec. 757
all slips received to bo forwarded daily, dec., with

296 Sec. 757
all slips without errors to bo marked “ О. K .” on the

290 See. *757
must carefully examine caeli locked pouch to be certain that there is

297 Sec. 761
when pondi is received for any office? bevond, & c.t (iron lock,)

297 Sec. 763
in transit, simuld not be disturbed, other than, <Lc.,or withheld,

297 See. 703
will in all cases be rccularlv rotuiueď  witli or without m ail........1......................... 297 Sec. 764
will 1κ· regularly exchanged with other route-agents at meeting-

297 See. 765
must bo delivered at catch-stations by tlirowiug the pouch at

297 Sec. 767
will open aud distribute all packages made up by any office on the

296 Sec. 75c*
packages received for separation mailed direct for delivery,

29C Sec. 758
29G Sec. 739

will mail direct for delivery to only such post-offices as they
296 Sec. 759

w ill post-bill all unpaid, pobioges on letters received mid mail the
296 See. 760
290 See. 760

w ill be licit! strictly accountable for mail keys and other property,
300 Sec. 78-1
264 Sec. 590

every mail key shall always be retained in the office fur which
264 Sec. 590

will transmit to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General all mail-
265 Sec. 599

100 Sec. 292 265 Sec. 399
will turn over, on their resignation or removal, to their successors, 

tho mail-keys and all other property, records, &c., taking receipts,
300 Sec. 782
300 Stic. 782

will report to superiuteedent all cases where mails are exposed un-
300 Sec. 780
3Ü0 Sec. 7ŐG

cars allotted to, aro for I lie exclusive accommodation o f mails and tho 
persons in charge o f them ............................................................................. 298 Sec. 772 

293 Sec. 772
conductor to have access, ín tho performance o f  bis du

ties, and. & c................................................................................. 298 Sec. 772



421

I n d e x  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  L a w s  a n d  P e c u l a t i o n s . L a w . • R eugla·
T IO X S .

Rou te-agen t s—C on t in nod.
packages containing liquid?, poisons, glass, explosive chemicals, &c., 

i f  found in mails by, must be delivered to the postmaster at the end 
o f  the route........... ...........................................................................................

Fa<je. Sec. Page. See.

107 Sec. 87 
300 Sec. 784 
174 See. 120 
173 Sec. 135

297 Soc. 700

297 See. 708

297 Sec. 709

298 Sec. 759

298 See. 709 
298 Sec. 709

298 Sec. 709· 
298 Sec. 709'

298 Sec. 7*0

298 Sec. 771 
298 Sec. 771

298 Sec. 773

299 Sec. 779

300 Sec. 780

299 Sec. 778

299 Sec. 778

299 Sec. 778 
зио Sec. 787

the uso o f  intoxicating liquors is prohibited..................................  ..........
84 See. 144

rates and terms will be prescribed from time to time .................
are instructed to request postmasters to properly faco letters,and tie 

them in packages, when neglected........... ................................................
not to discard wasto-paper without careful examinai ion to as· 

certain whether it contains letters................................................
not tn leave their routes, or transfer their duties to substitutes 

without consent o f  the superintendent iu w ritin g ...................
in cases o f  sickness, <Lc,, postmaster at either end o f

hu tn ot longer than necessary for referring appli
cation to superintendent...........................................

substitute must bo known tu pos·tmaster, and bo sworn .
employment of, not permitted except in extremo 

ca se s ................................................................................
employment o f another agent is not substitution

to accompany tuo mails to and from the initial and terminal
offices o f their routes, and register their names, &c . . . .............

to continue on duty the whole length o f  their allotted runs, un
less. &.C............................................................................................. . . .

names to be registered be fore leaving and afte»· arrival .. 
not to make a delivery at the cars o f  letters in transit, &c., 

to any person whatever, although personal1 у known, except,
........................

imt to permit postmasters to count stamps on letters deposited 
in the cars for mailing, pending the adjustment o f their sala-

uot to leave the mails under their charge for a moment un-

not to impart information touching correspondence passing in

not to permit any indorsement upon a letter except to correct

any impertinent indorsement will cause the agent to bo
dismissed....................................................................................

tn date and sign all replies to official inquiries, <fcc., with their

to note in a book the numbers, postmark, date, and address o f  
every registered envelope or package passing through their

299 Sec. 770

299 Sec. 770 
299 Sec 77(ί

299 Sec. 777

239 Secs. 488, 
489, 490 1

239 Sec. 487 '
300 Sec. 783 
300 Sec. 7,-4

receipt to be obtained for each package from the person

imprint o f  postmarking stamp to lie affixed on 
each receipt signed ян many times as there may

how to bo obtained when package is to раня into 
bands o f  another agent on connecting route, & c ..

not to bo given without careful examination and

to ola y the rules and regulat ions o f  railway companies, uot, &c

ignorance will never be considered an excuse for any
301 Sec. 791

Rules. Sre R e g u la t io n # .
19 Sec. 155

l í  Sec. 35 
12 See. 35

Salaries, See C o m p e n s a tio n ,  V a  i f .
o f  agents to superintend the railway poslal service..................................

o f assistant superiiitViidênt o f  the*railway postal service, to Is.· charged

o f lettermanHTs'iixrd by the Postmaster-General................................... 18 Sue. 93 li-7 Sec. 211

187 Sec. 213 

2IG Sec. 353

in San F ran cisco ..................................................................................
o f  mail-carriers to special routes limited to t wo t birds the salaries o f

18 Sec. 03

o f  mail-agents on steamers between, S¿ c ............................................. . 13 Sec. 37 
kl Kec. 30 
kl S<*c. 4<) 
(i Seo. 3 

85 Sec. 32
o f officers and elerim in the Post-Office Department......... ......................
o f  special agents................................................................................................. 1

Note.
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I ndex to tub P ostai. L aw s  and R egulations. L a w . R eg u la 
tions.

Salaries—Continued.
shall be allowed for traveling and incidental expenses while

Page. Sec. 

83 Sec. 32

l ’age. Sec.

o f special agent for the lree-delivery system, to what appropriation
12 Sec. 35

o f  special agent in the money-order service, paid from w hat................. 12 Sec. 35 
122  Sec. 27
122 Sec. 27

185 Sec. 195
27 Sec. 80 
27 Sec. 80

138 See. 56

27 Sec. 80 158 See. 5Ö
at second-class offices, $2,000 ami umici $3,1)09.................................. 27 Sec. 80 

27 Sec. 80
153 Sec. 56 
158 Sec. 56

27 Sec. 80
27 Sec. 80 158 Sec. 56

may be adjusted in cases o f extraordinary increase or decrease
28 Sec. 84
27 Sec. Я1 158 Sec. 55
27 Sec. SI

nre based upon a sworn statement o f the business for six
180 Sec. 200

27 Sec. 81 158 Sec. 53
27 Sec. 82 185 Sec. 107

158 Sec. 53
27 See. 83
28 Sec. 84

reasonable compensation m aybe  allowed, oy special artier, in
29 Sec. 90

when decreased by decrease o f box-rents may bo m aintained at
28 Sec. 83
28 Sec. 88

more than the amount of, and commissione, &c., not to be re·
28 Sec. 85

orders assigning or changing shall he in writing and recorded .. 28 Sec. 84 
28 Sec. 84 
28 Sec. 84

15 Sec. 70

change to take effect w h en .......................................... ............
benedillo. Seo Arrivala and Departures.

158 Soc. 54

application lor change cannot be granted without what.........................
Scurrilous epithets, envelopes or postal cards bearing, must bo excluded

197 Sec. 278 

168 Sec. 89
8 Sec. 5
8 Sec. 5
8 Sec. 3

copies o f  paper» and transcripts certified b y  Auditor under, shall be
114 Sec. 312

Seal o f letters i f  broken by accident, or by having been delivered to tho 
wrong person, tho fact must bo noted and the letter rescaled ..................— 229 Sec. 429 

277 Sec. 608
Sealing-wax not furnished by Departm ent., i .................................... ...................
Searches, special agents may be empowered to make, for mailable matter

87 Sec. 299 

86 Sec. 233

162 See. 72

when instructed, shall carefully search all vessels for letters convoyed

marshal may he directed to search for obsceno books, &c,, carried l>y
m  Sec. 5

Seizure o f letters, &c., conveyed contrary to law, a u th orized .......................... 52 Sec, 235 
83 Sec. 302

212 Sec. 243

special agents, collectors, or'marshals, may at all times seize all 
letters, bags, packets, &.C., containing letters carried contrary

86 Sec. 236 212 Sec. 344
8 fi Sec. 237
86 Sec. 237

laws for the protection o f  custom 8* office re making, shall apply
to officers acting under postal law s....... ................- ......................

letters or packages received from a foreign country, and be
lieved to contain articles subject to duty, to be seized by cus-

86 Sec. 237

150 Sen. 52
157 Sec. 521

tmt letters can only ho opened by the parties addressed., 
postmaster receiving information,&c.„ will give notice, &c., to

157 Sec. 5 2 1 

212 Sec. 344
collector or. &(!., to search for, and seize, &c ................. . ................
one-hnlf o f penalties recovered to be paid to officer seizing 
i f  no officer authorized to seize, &c , resides in tho vicinity the

212 Sec, 344 
212 Sec. 344

212 Sec. 345
o f obscene books, &c., how to be made,and by whom . . . — ...................

Security, penalty for forcing, &c.t any, with intent to defraud..........................
137 Sec. 5 
Ш7 Sec. 294 
107 Sec. 294

Seeds, packages of, not exceeding four pounds in weight may bo transm ittec
134 Sec. -
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I ndex to the Posi ał Laws and Regulations. L aw . r e o l l a *
t io n s .

Seed s—C on tin u ed.
postage on. to be odo cent for each two ounces or fraction, to bo pre

paid in full ..................... ................................................. ...............................
bow to be inclosed....................................................................................

Separa t in g-olii ces, reasonable allowance for dork-hire at, may be m a d e ..—  
Shanghai or Yokohama, postal agency may be established at, with branch-

agencies, &e. ............................! ................................................................................
Ship and steamboat le tte rs ......... ................................................  ................. *.........

what tint terms, “ ship letters” and u packets.’ * embrace -------- , ----------
masters o f  steamboats under contract, &c., to deliver all, received by

them, or  by any person employed on their boats...................................
masters o f  cither steamboats to deliver all. brought by .them, destined,

&.C., to the postmasters, &e., to be charged with p ostage.....................
except let ters relating to cargo — ............................. ............
shall receive two cents for each letter delivered, unless, &.e -------
penalty upon, for fallare to deliver.......... ................................... .

masters o f  Üniied States vessels bound to foreign ports shall receive
any mails on board,and deliver tho sam o....... ........................................

shall make oath upon entry o f vessel returning, &e., that ho has
delivered, ......................................................................... ..............

masters o f  vessels İroni foreign ports to deliver into the post-ollice all, 
brought. «Le., addressed to any person in tho United States, except . . 

penalty for neglecting, & c ....................................................................
letters by vessels not regularly employed to pay double postage—  |
rates o f  postage not to be increased on letters, &c., carried in a pri

vate vessel Írom oue pert iu the United States to another, though a
part o f the voyage be over a post road......................................................

but if the'whole o f  the water bo a post-road, inland postage will
be charged . .......................................................................................... .

postmasters to see this law enforced ..................... ........................
postmasters to obtain from the mastı r e f  tho ship certificate o f num

ber o f  letters, with name o f  ship, &.c , and to pay said master two
cents upon each le t te r ................... ...........................................................

i f  delivered into the post-office by a passenger or sailor nothing
to bo paid............................................................................ ................ .

but to bo charged with ship-letter postage, and the num
ber entered, ó c o .........................................................................

when received from masters, &c., o f  steamboats on waters declared
post -roads to be charged as if conveyed in the mail over la m i.........

w hen brought by steamboats should be marked “ Steamboat” .........
should go into tho hamis o f  a route-agent when placed on a mail

steamboat wliero route-agent is in charge o f m ails...............................
master o f vessel not entitled to compensation oil such letters . 
none but prepaid letters should bo received on such steamboat
what to bo done with unpaid le tte rs ..........................  .................

Ildiére can be conveyed outside o f the mail on steamboats, S¿ c., when (,
covered by stamped euvolojies......... .............. ................................. - \

such letters need not be delivered to postmaster on the arrival
o f  the v e sse l............................................................................. .........

account o f  steam boat-letters received to be kept, and how-----
no fees allowed to any vessel or person ou board which carries the

m a il ................................ ...................................................................................
amounts authorized to be paid to masters o f  vessels not regularly

employed for each letter brought, &C .....................................................
but letters must ho promptly delivered to entitle the carrier to

paym ent.............................................  ................................................
wiili wliat postage chargeable..........................  ............. ..................
i f  addressed to any port in a foreign country no fee to be

allowed thereon to the carrier.........................................................
such letters should bo marketi “ S h ip ” . ...........................................

Soldiers* and sailors* letters unpaid may bo sent by mail ...............................
i f  written by commissioned officers they cannot he corti tied as

soldiers'or naval letters....................................................................
must bo marketi over the address "Soldier’s letter.” or “ Naval

letter.”  ami how certified ..................................... ..........................
postage on, must be marked and collected on delivery.................

i f  duly certified must be forwarded, charged with amounts due
At prepaid rates on ly ..................................................  ....................

i f  not duly certified, to ho mailed, bu tto  berated with postage as in
section 135, to he collected on delivery ..................................................

packages o f  clothing not exceeding tw o pounds in weight may bo
sent to, i f  p repa id ...........................................................................................

postage o n ......................................... . .....................................................
medals or other testimonials awarded, &c., shall pass free by mail t o . ..

Special agenta an· appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General.........
must take the official o a th ..............................................................................

form o f  oa th ............... .·...........................................................................
shall give bonds i f  required to collect m oney.............................................
their salary...................................................................................... ....................
their traveling and incidental expenses not exceeding, &c.t while

employed shall be a llow ed ..........................................................................
two may be employed for tho Pacific coast...............................................

Page, See. 

134 Sec. —

13 Sec. 38

53 Sec. 223

54 See. 223 
51 See. 223

53 Sec. 222

53 Sec. 222

Page. Sec,

ICC Sec. 80
159 Sec. 59
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182 Sec. 178
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182 Sec. 180 
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182 Sec. 181
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........................  183 Sec. Ie7
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........................  183 Sec. 188
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Índex то the Postal Laws and Regulations. Law . Regula
tions.

Spec i al agen t«—C on t ¡mied.
umi andı number o f  other, as the safety o f tbc mails requires ..........
two may bo appointed as saperi utenti etite o f Ilio railway postal service.

their sa lary . . . ........ ..................................................................................
allowance for traveling ami incidental expenses while employed

to be charged to what appropriation.................  . ..............
for the free-delivery system, salary, <fcc., of, to what appropriation to

bo charged............... ........................................................................................
in the money-order service shall be paid out o f the proceeds o f that

serv ice .................. ........................................................................................ ..
assistant postni a sters-gene ral ami superintendents may act as ............

traveling expenses while employed may be a llow ed ................... .
records o f  a  postmaster subject to examination at all times b y .............
advances may bo made to  defray expenses of, to investigate mail

depredations, examine post-offices, &.c......... ............................................
to be accounted for in the settlement o f  their accounts .............

aro representatives o f  the Postnmater-Gonorai in the divisions to
which ass ign ed .............................. .........................................................

postmasters, contractors, and others are subordinate to th em ._____
and will respect aud obey tliei'r authority.......................................

assigned as superintendents of railway mail serv ice ...............................
one special agent assigned to each o f the live divisions, Sec.., with 

the designation o f ‘ superintendent o f  railway mail service "
State» constituting each division ..........................................

are not to confine themselves to the divisions assigned them
under all circumstances........- -.......................................... .......

are authorised to open and examino the mails whenever and
wherever they may find it necessary to ilo s o ............ .................

are empowered to examine any post-office when the safety o f 
the mails requires or the interests o f the service! demand . . . .  

contractors, postmasters, ami others, &.C., arc hound to
obey, & c ......................................................................................

will acquaint themselves with the statutes touching postal
affairs and the regulations o f  the Department —  ...................

with the connections o f  railway lines, their ma mi gem ont,
equipment, and general facilities for travel......................

and also the conni .etions of inferior routes.................
with the nature o f the contracts lor transpor lation and

the frequency o f  the s e r v ice .................................................
with the dutie s o f local agents, route-agents, railway

postonico clerks, ami mail-messengers..........................
irregularities to bo corrected.........................................

with the instructions to postmasters, railway post-office 
clerks, and route-agents in regard to mail keys, bage,
and locks, nmJ eoo that they aro complied witli ...........

will observe what arrangements for safety are made during 
conveyance o f  mails between post-offices and cars, and how
they are disposed o fin  the c a r s ......................................................

who is charged with the custody o f  the mails on lines
where there are no route-agents...........................................

whclher they are placed out o f  reach o f  unauthor
ized persons, & c .................................. ........................

will personally inspect the. facilities for the safe transfer o f 
mails at connecting points and the manner in which trans
fers are m ade.......................... .............................................................

how transfers should he made ......................................
faulty discharge o f this dutý must he corrected 

keep vigilant watch in all things pertaining to the trans
portation o f  the mails .........................................................

give personal attention to the security o f  mails in transit.
as well as the certainty and celerity ..................... ...........

i f  contractors neglect, <fco., special report should be
m a d o .................................................................................

direct the movement o f  local mails over, &e., and provido
for frequent interchanges between local points...............

give attention to the manner o f  transporting mails by
steam boat................................... .. ..............................

when the transportation is on a dividing line between 
two divisions, the su perin tend« nit o f  either will give it 
a tten tion ..................................................................... ..............

Pane. See.
85 Sec. 31
85 See. 35
85 See. 35
85 See. 35
85 Sec. 35

86 Sec. 35

86 See. 35
85 Sec. 34
85 Sec. 34
25 Sec. 71

86 Sec. 48
86 See. 48

will in no ease permit mails to lie exposed on deek...........
keep careful watch for violations o f law by private ex 

presses .......................................................................................... ...............
or other persons, in carrying mailable matter over routes

out o f  the mail ..................................................................................................
examino the distribution o f  mails at large post-offices at 

the termini o f railway lines,and the inauuer in which
they aro made up for transmission ..............................................................

will see that snit a bio accommodations are provided for assort
ing and bagging the mails on lines whom there are route-agents .......................

that mails for offices within eighty rods, Sec., are prompt
ly delivered by contractor........................................................................ .........

Page. Sec.
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287 Sec. 703 
287 Sec, 703 
282 Sec. 082 
272 Sec. 635

272 Sec. 635
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275 Sec. 651

270 Sec. 636

273 Sec. C37 
273 Sec. 637

273 Sec. 638

271 Sec. 642
274 See. 642

27*1 Soc. G49

073 Sec. 640 

274 See. 643 

274 Soc. 643

273 Sec. 630 
273 Sec. 639 
273 See. 630

273 Soc. 640

273 Sox. 041 j

273 Soc. 641 

271 Soc. 644

274 Sri·. 64.7 ;

274 Sec. 64.' 
274 St*. 647

274 See. 647

274 Sec. 647

271 Sec. 646 

273 Sec. 640 

273 See. 040



4 2 5

I ndex to the P ostal Law s  and P eculations. L KF.GUIjA. 
TIO Nb.

Special agente—Continued.
that no unnecessary expenso is made chargeable on the 

revenues, &c., without being brought to the notice of,
die., in special reports............................................................

mail-messenger service and local agent’s service to bo
inspected ....................................... .............................................

that the instructions in regard to mail keys, bags, ami 
locks are strictly complied with by postmasters and
oth ers ..........................................................................................

that the printed notice requesting tho public to includo 
the name o f  Ilio county in the addresses o f  mail-mat
ter is conspicuously posted in all post-offices, ami
use, &.C....... ...................................................... ..........................

will ho passed free over all mail routes where, &¿c.........................
privato conveyance to he procured, if necessary, and expense

of, charged, & c .............................. .......................................................
i f  contractor, dec., re fuse 8 free passage, &c., after, &c.. fare 

to bo paid, and receipt taken ; i f  receipt not obtained,
charge to bo verified h ow ......................................................

commission to bo exhibited to contractor.........  ................

Гаде.

arc required to givo counsel arid assistance to tho post-office in
spectors, and other special agents, in their duties, and to
perform the same, i f  necessary.................................................... ...............

w ill bo specially instructed upon questions arising that re
quire special attention...............................................................................

w ill enter all official actions in a daily journal, and send trans-
cripte thereof at tin; close o f  each month, omitting, 6c c  ...............

special reports, or other comm unicat ions from, should not
embrace more than one subject....................................................................

communications to tho Depart men t should be concise and ex
plicit ...................................................................................................................

should lie marked “ special,”  excepting, & c...................................  .........
i f  marked "confidential," will be held ns confidential, ex

cept, <Lc...................................................................................... .........
but should not 1ю so marked unless it relates solely to

the business o f  tho Department........................................................
all, from tho Department must bo regarded as confi

denţial, but, Sic .....................................................................................
telegraph may be used at tho cost o f  the Department in

urgent cases............................................................................. .............
will not withdraw themselves from the division assigned to

visit tho seat o f  government without leave, unless, .........
must take the official oath before entering on d u ty .....................
are required to impress on postmasters their duty w ith regard 

to  the privily o f  correspondence and tho sanctity o f a seal 
aro expected to give all their tune and attention to tho service, 

and not to engage in any business or employment requiring,
& c ..........................................................................................................................

assigned to duty on mail depredations, should acquaint themselves 
with the stat riles touching postal affairs, and the regulations o f  the
Pos t mas tcr-Gcu eral......................................................................................................

should spend as much time as can bo spared in a well-regulated
office, to acquire a thorough knowledge o f  routine duties .....................

should acquaint themselves with tho instructions to postmas
ters in regard to mail keys, bags, ami locks, ami sec that they
arc complied w ith ............................................................................ *................

should exercise tact and ingenuity, as well as patience and for
bearance, m investiga ting depredations . . .  ........................................

should exercise self-control, perseverance, caution, and silence,
avoid publicity, Slc.....................................................................  ....................

should impress upon all postmasters the necessity o f  reporting
every case o f  missing registered letters, S ee ...................... ....... ..............

and rhe duty o f  protecting the privity o f  correspondence
aud I ho sanctity o f  а  seal................................ ...................................

arc expected to lie ready to impart freely to other special agents
all assistance in their |towt*r in the way o f  information, d e c ................

to givo all their attention to the s e r v ice .................... .........................
and not engago iu any business requiring a division o f

their tim e..............................................................................................
to  act in perfect harmony with each other..........................................
to exercise the fund jons o f  the assistant superintendent

in Ids absence, and report to him their action................... ..............
to be impartial in their decisions and recom m endations................
to correct existing abuses and unnecessary expenditures..............

are required to keep ;i journal o f  daily duty showing locality
and manner o f em ploym ent............................................................................

transcript to be forwarded to Department with
monthly accou n ts ........................................... .............................

to follow the instructions on the wrappers inclosing the
reports o f  losses forwarded to them for investigation..................

arc authorized to open nml examino the mails whenever they 
may* find it necessary................... *...................................................................

Sec. Page. Sec.
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I ndex to the Postal Laws and Regulation*, Law .

Special agents—Coutinucd.
are empowered to esamino any poHt-office when tho safely o f

the mails requires, or the interests o f the service dem and___
contractors, nost masters, and others are fiound to respect

and obey their authority...............  ......... ..............................
may bo empowered to search for mailable matter unlawfully

transported..............................................................................................
when instructed, may search vessels for letters, & e ......................
may seize leltcr-bngs, &c., carried contrary to law on any vessel

or post* route..................................................................... ......................
packages, Ле'.,, seized by, shall bo forfeited..............................

proceedings to enforce forfeiture....................................
laws for the protection o f  customs-officers making seizures, A:c.t

shall apply t o ..........................................................................................
power of, in such ca se s ....................................................................

may be called on to  take charge o f  a post o n ic o ..............................
will he in readiness to lilo bonds in such cases.....................

will observe, at offices w bero allowance is made for clerk-hire, 
whether postmaster gives his personal attention to its busi
ness ................... . .........- .........................................................................

whether watchful supervision is exorcised............................
and report imperfections unless corrected ............................

will observe, at offices terminating routes, whether there is any 
deviation from contract obligations as to modes o f  conveyance,
Síc ............................. .................................« ............................................

whether there are delays or failures o f  connection.............
whether proper arrangements for safety aro made while 

, mails are being convoyed between post-offices and cars,
will inspect mail'messenger service and local-agents’ se rv ice ...
will examino lists o f  Iwx-liolders kept by postmasters.................

tho emolument account o f postm asters..................................
must see that all box-rents are accounted for in this

account —  x....................................................................
accounts o f  receipts o f  postage ill money on regular and

transient printed matter.................................... . ...................
w ill see that the accounts arc properly kept ....................................

and that no unnecessary expense is allow ed.....................
will adiuntibii postmasters against permitting any person not 

employed, &cM to have access to the tables and cases where
letters are ex p osed ........................................ ....................................

will give particular attention to tho regulations respecting Hie
registration o f letters...........................................................................

w ill ascertain whether quarterly accounts arc properly rendered.
duplicates should ho scrutinized....................................

whether postmaster lias any collection-drafts on other
postm asters................................................................................

und if  so, whether duo diligence has been used to
obtain paym en t............................................................

in w hat manner postmaster pays over the revenues o f bis
ottico ............................................................................................

i f  by deposit, or by payment to contractors, will ex 
amine duplicato receipts—  ......................................

whether postmaster keeps a general account according to
the regül at ion s & c .............................. ...................................

i f  not, will instruct him todo  so, and direct the man
ner .....................................................................................

w ill correct negligence in method o f cancellation o f  postage-
stamps .............................................................. ....................................

tho uso o f the rating or postmarking stamp in can
celing prohibited............................................................

will investigate without delay all cases o f  missiug registered
letters, л г ..............................! .............................................................

no caso should bo retained over six m on th s..........................
i f  Dot closed, to bo returned to Department with re

port ....................................................................................
w ill instruct postmasters how to indorse letters sent under

cover from another post-office ........................ .................................
w ill Iw passed free over all mail-routes where, Slc. ........................

private conveyance to h o  procured, i f  necessary, and ex
pense of, chai goal, & c.................................................... ............

i f  contractor, &e , refuses free passage, àie., after, &.C., fare
to be paid, and receipt takou..............................■.................

i f  receipt not obtained, charge to In; verilled how .. 
not required to present commission in order to obtain pas

sage free, i f  deemed not expedient.......................... ............
in such case should pay fa r e ......... .................................

will not contino themselves to the district assigned them under
all circumstances .......................................... .....................................

in exigencies, may visit adjoining district..............................
in each cases the special agent o f tho district should

lie consulted.....................................................................
will not visit the scat o f  government without perm ission............

Гаде. Sec.

н; Sec. 299
86 Sec. 235

ec Sec. 236
HG Sec. 237
Hö Sec. 237

ec Sec. 237
Я7 Sec. 299
11 Sec. 28
Hő Sec. 33
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285 Soo. 693

224 Soc. 406
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288 Sec. 700
289 Seo. 683

282 Soc. 683

282 Sec. 683
282 Soc. 683

8f*2 See. C83
262 Soc. 683

285 Soc. 606
285 Sec. 696

285 See. 696
28Ö Seo. 608



4 2 7

I n d e x  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  L a w s  a n d  P e c u l a t io n s . L a w .
It BO ILLA

TIONS.

Special agent»—Continued·
will report neglect o f  postmasters to forward tho oaths o f lijs

1‘cnje. See. Гаде. Sec.

all case« where papers or periodical« aro «ent without
prepayment to other flinn regular subscribers...............

all cases whore unpaid letters for delivery, or those pie- (
pared by stamps, arc carried outside o f tlm m ail......... <

any neglect or violation o f  the regulations In regard to
registered letters..................., , „ ............................. ..............

when arrests arc made will report all facts in relation .......................

177 Sec. Há
177 Son. 152
178 See. 153

212 See. 502 

280 Sec. 073

280 See. 073 
283 Sec, 089

281 Sec. 091

285 Sec. 604

281 Sec. 080 

280 Sec. 071

280 See. 071

282 Roc. 081 
282 Sec. 081 
282 Sec. 081

282 Sec. 085

282 See. 685

281 Sec. 079

282 Sec. 080

283 See. 680

286 Sec. 099

283 Sec. 089

283 Sec. 089 
283 Sec.· 689

283 Sec. 089 
283 Sec. 089 
283 Sec. 689

283 Sec. 089

279 Sec. 073 
271 Sec. 029 
279 Sec. 673 
279 Sec. 073

amt make special reports from timo to time o f  the

all irregularities at money-order offices, unless, & c...........
all abuses at offices whero allowance is mado for clerk-

all irregularities affecting tho transportation or dietribu-

i f  properly lm« bi en stolen tlir»iiyb want o f care cm the part o f

any successful device lor tho detection o f depredators may be

such reports should be marked “  Personal,”  and be ad-

special reports, or other communications from, should not cm-

couiujuideations to ilio Department should be short aud explicit

if  marked *’ c o n fid e n tia lwill be held os conti dentini, ox·

hut should not bo so marked unless relating solely
to the business o f  the D epartm ent......... ..............

in urgent casc», the telegraph may be used at coat o f tho ........................

from tho Department must ho regarded as confidential,

any departure from this injunction must liret be

«pecial instructions to, will be given on questions requiring

upon visiting money-order offices, will examino register« aud

will ascertain whether statements o f business are fo r

whether amount o f  permitted reserve funds isac-

whether advices arc nromptly forwarded.................

will examine every communication received from the

advances may be made to defray expenses of, to investigate
mail depredation«, examine post-offices, 6¿о .................................

when an arrest is made prisoner should bo put in charge o f 
regular law-officers. S ic .....................................................................

«G Sec. 4tí

special report to be made to ch ie f o f  division o f  mail dep-
280 Sec. 073 
280 Sec. 073

270 Sec. 055

270 Sec. 655 
210 Sec. 353 
210 Sec. 353 
218 Sec. 302 
218 Sec. 303 
218 Sec. 802 
218 See. 363

217 Sec. 359

217 Sec. 300

177 Sec. 151 

177 Sec. 132 

183 Sec. 190

in tho matter o f  transportation o f  the mails, are subordinato to

in the matter o f  inspection o f post-ofl ices, are also subordinate

21 Sec. 221 
21 Sec. 221

...................... fto bo paid promptly by postmasters at the end o f each Í 
qu arter....................................................................... ........................J i

S

postmasters cannot refuso to pay becanseof.au unsettled private
i

failure to pay will be followed by tho removal o f postmaster

12  See. ac
bt age-coaches are permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered

only letters relating solely to cargo may bo lawfully carried

no fees allowed to any, which carries tho mail, nor to any person on 
board ..........................................................................................I ........................
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I ndex to the Postai, L aws and Regulations. L aw. Regula
tions.

Stage-coaches—Continued.
penalty upon owners of, for know ingly conveying any person acting

as a privato express for carrying letters outside the m a il .................
l'or carrying letters and packets otherwise than in the mail over

nostroutos...................................................................."........................
Stamped envelopes shall ho provided...................... . ..............................................

shall bo kept for sale at all post-offices..........................................................
«aro furnished only to postmasters for sale...................................................

requisitions for, how to be made and on whom .......................... .. .
supplies for three months to bo ordered ............................................
postmasters who havo failed to render quarterly returns will

not supplied until, A c ....... ...........................................................
postmasters on receiving, to count and receipt for ...................................

i f  damaged, how to proceed......... ........................................................
i f  returned, package must bo registered ............. ..............................

not to contain lithographing, Ac., or printing except, A c ............... .........
may contain request to return letter to  the writer __________ ________
bearing a request for return, Ac., will bo furnished without extra

charge.......................................................................... ...... ................. .........
letters inclosed in, may bo carried otherwise than by mail ...................

shall pass in the mail as p repa id ....................................... ................
Postmaster-General may adopt improvements in ...................... ...............
how to bo sold ................................................. ......... ........................................

to he sold only for cash at prices stated, A c ......................................
sigill not be siihl for more than charged by the D epartm ent. . . .
penalty for selling for more, A c ......................... ........... ....................
must not bo sold at a discount except in а few o f  tho larger

cities to certain designated local agents .....................................
discount not to exceed, A c ............................... ...................................
such sales must be specially authorized...........................................
aro forbidden to be sold for less than Department rates by post

master’s not specially authorized............. ............................ .......
no compensation allowed for tiro sale o f ...... .................... ................

postmasters to be bold accountable fo r ........................................................
how to bo charged and accounted fo r ................................................
penalty for neglecting, &c., to account for, or unlawfully dispos

ing o f  th em ........... ................................................................................
money received for, to he paid over in tho same manner as

money received for postage . . .  ................................ ....................
Inclosing money to pay for, is prohibited....................................................
monthly reports o f  amounts received, sold, and on hand to be mado

by what offices.................................................................................................
to be turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor and receipt

transmitted ....... ..................................... ........................................................
to be delivered, it office be discontinued, to the postmaster named and

receipt ta k e n ...................................................................................................
postmaster claiming credit for, burned, lost, or destroyed, how to pro

ceed ........................................................................ .......... ................................
credit will uot be allowed where offices have been rob b e d --------

the postage on, spoiled in directing may lie refuuded in stamps if. A c. 
those redeemed must, be sent, with a special letter, to Third

Assistant Postmaster-General ............ ...........................................
package must bo registered................................................................

i f  not, and lost, amount not to bo cred ited______ _________
letters bearing stamps cut from, cannot bo sent as p rep a id ...................
must bo effectually canceled, A··., at tbc mailing office. ............. ..........

i f  omitted at mailing office, to ho done at delivery office and de
linquent- reported ............. ..................... ..... ...................................

use o f rating or postmarking stamp in canceling positively pro
hibited .................................................................................................

penalty upon any person for using, Ac., stamps, Ac., before used..........
when a letter bearing a canceled stami» is posted by, Ac., with

fraudulent intent, case to bo reportou to whom ..........................
record lo b e  kopta t distributing and separating offices o f  packages

of, passing through said offices ............................................................  . . .
form o f  r e c o r d .........................................................................................
bow  to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of,

no '‘ correct’1 ret urn-hill is received .„ .,........................................
postmasters and others will bo held strictly accountable for all pack

ages of, passing through their hands ...................................................
tho original registered number o f  each package of, must be piacodon

the outer wrapper when rewrapped at distributing office.................
penalty for forging, A «·, postage-stamps, A c ..............................................

lor knowingly using, Ac., or having in possession forged, Ac.,
with intent, A c . ............................................................. .................

for making, Ac., stamps without authority, A c . .......... .............. .
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person with intent, A c . .. 
for forging or using forged stamp o f foreign government» A c . . .  
for neglecting to account for,or unlawfully disposing o f them ., 
upon employés for knowingly using in prepayment o f postage

•any, before но u sed ..............................................................................
for removing defacing marks from, Ac., with intent, A c .............
upon persone not employés for liko offenses....................................
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221 See- 386

221 Sec. 367

221 S<*c. 366

o.v> Sec. 395
390

223 See- 398

223
223

Sec.
Sec.
Sec-

400
400
400

-i-'-ţ Sec. 401
223 Sec. 404

224 Sec- 405

224 Sec. 406
224 See. 107

224 Sec. 408

224
224

See.
Sec.

In!)
409

Ot|f) Sec- 410

225 Sec. -111
v*35 Sec. 412

108 See. 297
108 See. 297
109 Sec. 298

I
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Stamping o f  excess o f  postugo must bo plainly mada on tbo faco o f  tho

»
Page. Sec. Page. Se£. 

190 Sec. 227
224 Sec. 400

Stamps. Sec f'ostage-xtampa.
State Department, copies ol pestai contentious to be transmitted to Secre

tary o t . . ................................................................................ ............................. ....... . 11 Sec. 20 
11 Sec. 19

State^awe, offenses committed in placesundertbejurisdiction oftlioU nited 
States, and punishable by, tliou·»h not prohibited by any United States

108 Sec. 293

~

subsequent repeal, <Lc., o f  any such State law not to affect pros-
108 Sec. 293

10 Sec. 9 
10 Sec. 10

Stationery, expenses and estimates for, to bo submitted annually to Con-

coet of, may be allowed to postmasters o f  first and second classes,

for money-order business, to bo paid out o f proceeds o f  that business 39 Sec. 124

are only allowed ia ofticos o f the lirst and second classes...........
.Stations. Sec l i  ranch offices.
Stealing, money, àie., sent by mail to be at the risk o f  tho owner whether

18 Soc. 87 159 Sec. 02 

271 Soc, 033
taken from the mail by robbery, which may come into 

the bands o f any employé, &c., shall be deposited in tbc
123 Sec. 42
14 See. 31 271 Sec. 034

103 Sec. 279
103 Sec. 2*9 

100 Sec. 290
upon persons, for any mail*bag or property belonging to tbc

for, any key to mail-lock in use, &c . . . ..................................,
upon persons not employés, for, tho mail or any letter from the

100 Soc, 202 

103 Sec. 281
for, mail bag or other property o f  the Department, or

100 Sec. 290 
100 See. 202

100 Sec. 201

for, any key to mail-lock in uso . . ...........................................
for injuring, &c., mail-bag, &c., or lock, &c., with intent

when an arrest is mado for, prisoner should be put in charge o f reg
ular law ofticera, & c......................................................................................

before whom to la* taken for exam ination.....................................
may be taken before nearest justice o f tito peace..........................

270 Sec. 073
271 Sec. 029 
370 Sec. 073 
270 Sec. 073

sureties required o f  witnesses wheu..................................................
special report to bo mado to chief o f  division o f  mail depreda-

280 See. 073 

280 Sec. 673
280 See. 073

credit will not b  i allowed In eases where offices bave been robbed of
222 Sec. 390

Steamboats, carrying tho mail in, or other vessels used as packets may be
21 Sec. 219

for any leugtb o f  time less tlmn four years without advertising 
pay for such service shall not be greater than the average, &<* 

compensation for carrying letters, to masters o f  passing, to be two

19 Sec. 204 
49 See. 264

33 Sec. 223
33 Sec. 223

masters of, tinder contract, &cM will deliver, on arriving, all letters
182 Sec. 178

o f  other steamboats, are required to deliver all letters brought.

penalty upon owners of, for knowiugly carrying any person acting as 
a private express fot the conveyance o f  let ters und packets —  —  

upon certain, for carrying any letters or packets otherwise
than in the mail over post-routes.................... ...........„ .................

arc permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered by stamped

50 See. 229 

30 Sec. 231 212 See. 342 

177 Sec. 151
only letters relating solely to carjio may bo lawfully earned

177 Sec. 152
all letters placed on, on which the mails are in charge o f  a route-

183 Sec. 187
183 Sec. 187

none but prepaid letters should bo received, ami these should lie
183 See. 187
183 See. 187

no feta allowed to any. which carries tho mail, nor to any jjorson ou
183 Sec. 100

on iuland waters, or  coastwise, not regularly carrying the mail, aro
to be paid one rent on each letter brought * ............. ..................... .

hut to be entitled to such payment, letters mast be promptly ........................ 183 Sec. 191 

183 Sec. 191
Stetunore, mail-agent may be appointed ou onch of, on tho routes between. & c. 12 See. 37
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Steamships, carrying tbo mail in, between any o f  the ports o f  the United 
State«, may bo centracted for, for any length o f  timo к-ss than lour years
without advertising...................................................................................................

pay for such service shall not be greater than the average, <fcc . .
transportat ion o f  foreign mails shall be in ......................... ..........................

but may bo in sailing-vessels when .............................. .................
Subscription bills and receipts may be inclosed by publishers in their pub

lications ...................... .................................................................................................
Suits under postal laws shall bo in the narn о o f the United States............

shall have priority in adjudication and payment ................................. 1
may bo prosecuted before the circuit aim district courts o f  the United

States ............................................................................. .................................
and before local magistrates end courts ........................................

in the prosecution of, for money due the Department, the United 
States attorney shall obey directions o f the Department o f  Justice.

and shall do what.................................................. ............. ..
may be brought to recover money from employés interested in con

tracts for carrying the m a il ............................................................ ............
and money paid by the Department·, by mistake, or through

frau d .......................................... *............ ..............................................
to recover penalty upon postmasters, &c., for neglect to render

accounts l'or one month after the timo, & c ...................................
to recover difference between contract o f  failing bidder and

liual contract...........................................  .......................... ..... ..........
action to accrue upon execution o f final contract...............

for indebtedness, must be brought within three years or sureties not
lia b le ..................................................................................................................

shall be carried to judgm ent at the first te rm ...........................................
defendant enihlcd to one continuance on affidavit that he has

a d aily disallowed, &c .........  .............. ..............................................
upon trials of, against postmasters, &c., fjpr delinquoncj’, no claim for

credit to he allowed unless, & c ............. .................... ...................... ...........
in, for balances interest shall be recovered at the rate o f  six per cent.

from time o f d e fa u lt .....................................................................................
in chancery, may he instituted, &c., when proceedings at law for

money tide, &e., arc fru itless ...... ....... . .  ..................................................
in, against postmasters, &c., certified copies o f papers shall be sent by

A u d ito r ....... .....................................................................................................
copies o f  quarterly returns o f  postmasters, &e., certified under seal

skuli In) evidence in, & c ....................................... ........................................
in, to recover babı tices duo from delinquent postmasters, what to be

evidence o f  a dem and ....................................................................................
further demand for new balance not necessary, when, & c ...........

poor debtors may be discharged from jail in civil cases..........................
bul such release shall not bar a subsequent execution against,

Page. Sec. Page. Sec.

49 Sec. 264 
49 Sec. 264 
56 Sec. 268 
56 Sec. 268

112 Sec. ЗОН
113 Sec. 303

113 Sec. 301
113 Sec. 305

114 Sec. 309 
114 Sec. 309

111 Sec. 12

111 Sec. 50

112 Sec. 74

112 Sec. 251
112 Sec. 251

111 Sec. 67
113 Sec. 306

113 Sec. 306 

113 See. 307

113 Sec. 303

114 Sec. 310 

114 Sec. .‘Ill

114 Sec. 312

111 See. 313
115 Sec. 343 
115 Sec. 314

176 Sec. M3

& .C . 115 Sec. 314
judgments, not collectible in full, may be compromised with written

consent of, & c ........... ............................... ........................................................
lines, &o., may he remitted and disabilities be removed with written

consent of, &.C_____ _ — ..................................- ............................................
one half o f pecuniary penalties, &.C.. to go to informer, and the other

half to the United States except, & c .......................... .............................
but no part accrues to prosecutor, except where ihe act so pro

vides ............................. .........................................................................
in cases o f debts duo from delinquent post masters, contractors, &c.,

attachments against their property may issue.......................................
first, when they aro non-residents or havo departed, & c .............
second, when they have conveyed away, or are about to convey,

their property .......................................................................................
propotty may be seized in tbo district whither removed, & c___
alias warrants may be issued in euch cases........................ ............
application for warrant o f  attachment by, ami to whom, and

how m ade......... . ............................................ ............................... .
warrant to issue on application, and how to bo executed ...........
remedy o f  party whose property is attached ..................... .............

pica in ab atem en t.........  .........................................................
issues raised, how to be t r ie d .............................. ......................
parties claiming specific return o f property confined to

this remedy, hut, <fcc ............................................................. ..
proceeds o f  property, i f  sold, or income, how to he in

vested, Sec. . ................................................................................
publication o f  warrant o f attachment in case o f abscond

ing debtors to bo made, and for bow long ..........................
~ in what newspaper ..........................  .............................

after publication o f  notice o f  attachment, persons in
debted to, or having property o f defendants, to account
therefor, Scc ............................................................................

personal notice on persons known to have such
prop erty ............................ ...................... ............ ...........

warrant o f  attachment may he discharged by giving suf
ficient bond, & c........... v........................................................... .

115 See. 315 

115 See. 316 

115 Sec. 317

116 Sec. 318 
116 Sec. 318

116 Sec. 318 
116 See. 318 
I tC See. 318

116 Sec. 319
116 See. 320
117 Sec. 321 
117 Sec. 321 
117 Sec. 321

117 See. 321

117 See. 322

117 SOC. 323 
117 Sec. 323

117 Sec. 324

117 Sec. 324

118 Sec. 325

213 Sec. 347
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Suite—1Continued.
rights o f  Unitért States in certain matters not abridged

h ereby ..........................................................................................
repeal o f acts heretofore passed shall not affect crimes or offenses

heretofore com m itted .....................................................................................
Superintendents o f railway mail-service.—See Sjyecial agents.
Supplies,by whom furnished..................................................................................... .

postmasters applying for, should address tho proper bureau and di
vision ...................................................................................................................

should not include in ono order blanks and supplies furnished
by different bureaus......................................................... ...........

should write the name o f  tho post-office, county, and Stato at the
head o f  their letters, plainly, and without abbreviation .........

should not inclose applications in their quarterly returns...........
Sureties o f  postmasters, two at least arc required'...............................................

the sufficiency of, must bo shown by certificate o f  magistrate,

Page. See. 

118 See. 326 

118 Sec. 327

Page. Sec.

ICO Sec. —

100 Soc. 03

165 Sec. 79

165 Sec. 78 
247 See. 519 
15iJ Sec. 12.

& c .............................................................................................................
shall be responsible until commission expires or successor is

appointed................................................................................................
l'or the safe keeping o f  tho public property o f  the post-

office ..........................................1..................................................
for the prom pt rendering o f  quarterly accou n ts.................
and the faithful performance o f  the duties o f  the office... 

liability of, i f  postmaster shall neglect to render his account
for one month after the time p roscr ib ed .....................................

i f  no account has been rendered at time o f  trial .........
shall be held accountable for moneys received, &c., for postal

money-orders..........................................................................................
fur acts o f  clerk designated to actas postmaster at money-

order offices .......................................... .....................................
slinil not be liable, i f  suit for indebtedness is not brought within

three years atter tínal settlement o f postmaster's account___
■when one or all of, desire to be released from liability, new

boiul will bo r cq m rod ..........................................................................
when new bond is executed, the liability of, begins and

terminates w h en ......................... . . ............ - ............................
will bo released from responsibility on the prior bond,

w hen......... ...................... .............................................................
liability of, to cease when office is placed in chnrgo o f  special

agent ........................................................................................................
in ease o f  the death, removal, or insolvency o f  ono or both, the

fact must he reported ................................................. ........................
in case o f death o f  postmaster tho responsibility of, w ill con

tinue until a successor is appointed ...............................................
may terminate their responsibility i f  vacancy is not sup

plied in sixty days, by giving notice, Scc ............................
may perform the duties ol' ¡mst master until successor is

appointed ...................................................................................
the person performing such duties must take the

o a t h .................................................................................
may render the account to and including the day upon

which the new postmaster enters upon his d u t ie s .........
bond o f  a married woman, as postmaster, binding upon .............

o f  contractors, to be executed in duidicatc and returned to whom .. 
proposals for carrying the mail shall be accompanied by writ

ten guarantee, signed by responsible persons undertaking, ¿ce
tbe sufficiency of, must be certified by postmaster...........
postmasters must be careful not. to certify, &c., without

knowing, ¿ce ...............................................................................
penalty upon postmasters and others for making

false certificate o f  the sufficiency o f ........................
new, may be accepted ..................................................................

legal liabilities will lie enforced against, on failure o f  contractor
to perform contracts ......................................................................

o f  letter-carriers............. ...................................................................................
Telegrams over certain lines between the Government and its agents to

bave priority, and at rates to be fixed by the Postmaster-General .............
1 eh graph may be used by special agents at the cost o f  tho Department in

argent casi s ............... . .........................................................................................
Temporary clerks in tho Post-Office Department, liow appointed, and how

many*..............................................................................................................................
i holt.—Sec Mail depredation8.

m oney taken from tho mail by, and recovered, shall lie deposited as
part o f  the postal rev en u e ....................................................................

1 opograpber for the 1'oet»Ottico Department, how ap¡>ointcd..........................
his sa lary .................................................................................  ...........................

1 ranscripta or reeonIs o f  tho Department, bow  authenticated ....................
froma A ndi tor's books shall bo prima/acie evidence o f balances in

trials for embezzlement o f postal money-order funds ........................
from the money -order books, certified by Auditor under seal, slinil be 

admitted as evidence.......................................................................................|

11 See. 28

11 Sec. 28
26 Sec. 74
11 Sec. 28

112 See. 74
112 S ia 74

35 See. 104

35 Sec. 106

25 Sec. G7

125 Sec. CO 

11 Sec. 28

11 Sec. 28

15 See. G3 

45 Sec. 245

45 Sec. 217
47 See. 255

Cl Sec. 97

10 Sec. 17

6 Sec. 3

32 Sec. 42
5 See. 3
C Soc . 4
8 Sec. 5

38 Sec. 122

114 Sec. 312

150 Sec. 12,

155 Sec. 42 

155 Sec. 42 

155 See. 40 

155 Sec. 42

151 Sec. 15 

155 Sec. 38

155 Sea 39 

155 Sec. 39 

249 See. 531 

193 Soc. 256

195 Sec. 272
195 Sec. 272

196 Sec. 277 

19C Soc. 277 

277 Soc. 665
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Transfers o f debts duo from postmasters may bo mado to certain contractors.
Pane. See. 

lit Sec. 49 
19 Sec. 49

Paye, Sec.

o f money belonging to tlio postal service may bo mado between, & c.. 
to and from money-order ollices shall bo under the direction o f tho

14 Sec. 56 

37 Sec. 117
may be mado o f  money-order funds from one postmaster to another.. 37 See. 117 

37 Sec. 117

from tho’ postal revenues to any money-order оШсо by warrant, 
from postal money-order funds, accounts of, may bo required daily 

Transportation o f  tho mail, agents to superintend tho railway postal ser·

57 Sec. 1IÖ 
37 Sec. 119

12 Sec. 33
salary and per diem o f  assistant superintendents o f the railway

mail-agents at foreign ports to bo paid out o f  appropriation fo r . . 
mail-agents on steamers between, See., to bo paid out o f the ap-

12 Sec. 30

13 Sec. 37
13 Sec. ЗУ

by railway companies having land-grants, to bo at what prices, 
shall bo contracted for over all post-roads established,by la w .. . 

to tho court house o f  any county without a m a il.............

43 Sec. 211 
43 Sec. 215 
43 See. 210 
43 See. 217

on steamboats or other vessels, &c., in the United States, 
in steamships between any ports o f  tho United States___

43 Sec. 219 
49 See. 2(14 
42 Sec. 209

to be reported to ’Congress whore, over a route, not cstab-

when to ¿caso, unless said routo is established a post-
42 See. 209

l»y horse-express, o f  letter-mail, when, &.c ................. ......... 43 Sec. 212 
•11 Sec. 210
44 See. 221

by railway companies without advertising..........................
foreign, may bo contracted l'or, after advertising......................................

>liall be in steam ships...................................................... ......................

49 %Scc. 265 
56 Sec. 207
50 See. 26 d 
50 Sec. 2G8

fines may bo imposed upon contractors for delay i n ..................... 57 Sec. 270 
57 Sec. 271

. o f  Canada, or other adjoining country, allowed over territory o f  the
57 Sec. 273
57 See. 273

when so transported to bo ifeoined mails o f  tho United States
57 See. 273

Traveling expenses allowed to assistant postmasters-gencral and süperin-
12 Sec. 34

Treasurer, currency sent to, for redemption* or from, to he registered with-
20 See. 1ÍH)

net proceeds o f  tlio money-order business to ho placed to t  ho credit of.
shall give duplicate receipts for postal revenues deposited ...................
shall open an account, o f ·· money-order funds” . . .  ..................................

Treasury, copy o f  annual estimates to bo-furnished to tho Secretary o f the,

32 Sec. 42
33 Sec. 54 
3H Sec. 121

11 Sec 19

:
f

11 See. 19
appeal may be made from Auditor to Comptroller o f  tho, whoso de-

11 Sec. 25
money unclaimed in dead letters, stolen from the mail and recovered, 

accruing from fines and penalties, and derived from Ilio salo o f  
public property, shall be deposited in the, ns part o f  the postal rev*

32 Sec. 42
payments o f  money out of, on account o f  tho postal service shall ho

33 Sec. 47
the postal revenues and all debts due, áte., shall, when collected, be

deposits on account o f  tho postal service shall he brought into tho, by

all linns and penalties imposed for any violation, Ac*, shall, when re*

Treaties.—See Postni convention*.
Trials.—&Ч* Penalties, Suits.

for embezzlement, tianscripts from the Auditor's Office shall boptim a
3t) See. 122

10*2
Uniform dress, to bo worn by letter-carriers, Postmaster-General may pro-

19 Sec. 91
19 Sec. 94

for assaulting letter-carrier when i n ................................................. Gl See. 95
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Vacancies in offico o f  postmaster at certain post-offices shall bo filled with-
Page. See. 

11 Sec. 28 

U  Sec. 28
if  not supplied in sixty days, sureties may terminate their re-

in the (»ffi’cc o f  letter-carrier may bo tilled temjrørarily by postmaster

Vessels, contracts for carrying the mail on any, plying betwecu ports o f  the 
United States, may be made for any length o f time less than four years

pay for euch serviço shall not bo greater than the average. & c. 49 Sec. 294 
59 Sec. 208

on inland waters, or coastwise, not regularly carrying the mail, are to

but ţo be entitled to such payment, letters must bo promptly

letters convoyed by, not regularly employed, if, &c., shall pay double
53 See. ICC

masters of, bound to foreign ports or, <Lc., shall reccivo any mails on
53 Sec. 222

shall make oath on returning that they have promptly delivered
53 Sec. 222
53 Sec. 222

leaving the United States for a foreign port not to receive certain let-
51 Sec. 233

oollectors shall require oath, <fcc.. as a condition o f clearance.. .. 
arriving, etc., not to make entry until all letters on board are delivered 

at the nearest post-office............................... ....................................... . .......

51 See. 233

51 See, 234 
51 See. 234

sworn declaration o f  master reqairod...............................................
to give certificate specifying the number o f letters......................

i f  not carrying the mail, are to bo paid two cents for each letter
brought addressed to any point within tlio United S ta te s ...............

may be searched for letters by special agents, when instructed, and

51 Sec. 234

54 Sec. 224

52 Sec. 235
special agents may seize letters, bags, &c., carried contrary to law on 

packages, ¿¿c., seized to be fo r fe ited ..................................................
52 See. 23G 
52 Sec. 237 
52 See. 237

are permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered by

only letters relating solely to cargo may be lawfully carried
not so inclosed, over a m ail-route....................................................

no fees allowed to any, which carries the mail nor to any person on

penalty upon owners of, for knowingly conveying any pers on act
ing as a  private express for carrying letters outside the: mail___

for carrying any letter otherwise than in the mail on a poet-
route;.........................................................................................................

upon persons carrying letters or packets on board, carrying the
mail otherwise than in such mail except, & c ..............................

Vouchers,—See Ucccipts.
accompanying accontits curreut to bo p reserv ed .....................................

99 Sec. 229 

100 Sec. 231 

51 See. 232 

14 Sec. 58
for deductions made by  postmasters out o f  receipts shall be subinit-

28 Sec, 89
29 Sec. 89

121 Sec. 22
o f  defendants in suits, not before presented to Auditor, shall not be

113 Sec. 307
Warrants o f  attachment —See Attachment
Warrants to be issued by the Postmaster-General to cover money into the

shall be issuctl to the Treasurer to carry certain amounts to credit o f

payments o f money out o f the Treasury shall bo in pursuance o f  ap
propriations, See,, b y ......................................................................................

to express on their face to what appropriation to bo charged .. 
deposits on account o f  the postal service shall be brought into the

Treasury b y .................................................... ..............................................
no credit to bo allowed for deposits until warrant has been is

sued ........................................................................................................
transfers may be made by. from the postal revenues to any money-

order o ffice ......................................................................................................
shall I k ; registered, charged, and couutersigtæd by A u d itor ...................
lost, renewal o f . ............. ......................................................................

33 Sec. 47

33 See. 55

33 Sec. 55

37 Sec. 11« 
121 Sec. 22 
262

certificato o f non-payment by person drawn upon, &oM tobe

duplicate, when issued, sitali have the same force as the origi
nal unless, &c., assignee produces authority for the issue o f

Waste-paper, all money derived from the sale of, shall bo deposited as part
32 See. 42

28 1> C

R e g u l a 
t i o n s .

Page. Sec. 

189 Sec. S18

183 Seo. 191

183 Sec. 191

184 Sec. 191

183 Sec. 180
182 Sec. 180 j

183 Sec. 183 

183 Sec. 191

117 Sec. 151 

177 Sec. 152 \ 

183 See. 190

212 Sec. 342

202 Sec. 581 
202 Sec. 581

262 Sec. 582

202 See. 584
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Waste-paper—Continued.
penalty upon employés for willfully neglecting to deposit any money

derived from the salo o f ......................................... ................... ................
should ho carefully examined before being swept from the office to

see that it does iiot contain le tte rs ......................................................... .
unclaimed domestic newspapers, circulars, &c., must be sold for, at

tbo end o f  each quarter................... . ........................................... ..............
proceeds to bo accounted fo r ...............................................................

Watchmen for tbo Post-Offieo Department, bow appointed ........................
their sa la ries .......................................................................................................

Waters o f  tho United States shall be doomed post-roads during the time
the mail is carried thereon.................................................................................... .

W eight o f  packages o f  Urst-class matter limited to four pounds........... - ____
o f  certain third-class matter limited to four pounds..................... ...........

o f certain other, limited to twelve ou n ces ......................................
o f  books limited to four pounds.....................................................................

except hooks published by Congress...............................................
o f  clothing limited to two pounds.................................................... ............

Wrappers, manner o f  wrapping m atter not charged with letter-postage
may Ikv prescribed by Rosm astcr-G cneral.........................................

should be o f  thick paper............... ..................................................................
any writing upon, o f  third-class matter except address, subjects pack

age to letter postage ....... .............................................................................
i f  sealed, when covering third-class m atter,package to pay letter-

rates ..................................... . ...........................................................................
business cards printed upon, do not subject package to letter-rates . 
mail-matter o f  the third class must he wrapped with open ends SO

that contents may bo exam in ed ...................................................... ..........
i f  examination cannot be mado without destroying package to

pay letter-post ago..........................................................................
may bo removed by postmasters from mail-matter not charged witfi

letter-postage for tbo purpose o f  ascertaining. & .c ..............................
newspapers not to bo carried by mail unless inclosed in propor...........
for newspapers, with stamps impressed, shall be prepared ...................
bow to bo s o ld ...................................................................................................

W riting, matter o f  the second and third classes containing any, except the
address, will bo charged with letter-postage.....................................................

penalty for concealing any, in printed m atter..............................
Yokohama or Shanghai, postal agency may bo established at, with branch 

agencies, & c ................................................................... ..........................................

Page. Sec. 

92 Sec. 43

C Sec. 3 
7 Sec. 4

40 Sec. 200

CD Sec. 130

03 Sec. 142

09 Sec. 130

09 Sec. 137 
03 Sec. 138 
77 Sec. 109 
77 Sec. 109

95 Sec. 142 

13 Sec. 38

Page. Sec.

154 Sec. 32

233 Sec. 455
233 Sec. 455

170 Sec. 99
171 Sec. 108
171 Sec. 109
172 Sec. 110
l«fi Sec. 90
172 Sec. 111

145 Sec. 3

107 Sec. 83

107 Sec. 85
Kid Sec. 92

160 Sec. 82

173 Sec. 123

107 Sec. 80
Kid Sec. 91

c


