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Specialism. 

T
HE older ge1wrntion of philatelists have 
always maintaine<l tliat the best train
ing a beginner can han.i is to start as a 
general collector. They contend, and 

rightly, that an all-round knowledge of the 
stamps of the world familiarises him with all 
kinds of rnrietics of engra,·ing, printing, paper, 
perforation , &c., and that such knowledge, so 
uccessary for a thorough philatelic education, is 
not to be had in the circumscribed issues of any 
one country. :'.\Ioreover, once a collector begins 
to specialise the desire to collect everything dies 
a natural death, and there is rarely a return to 
general collecting. 

He who has had a grounding in general 
collecting can always examine with intelligent 
interest the treasures of a fellow collector, whnt
en•r may be the country of his choice; whereas 
he who has begun as n specialist, as some do, 
has, by his too early restriction, limited his 
opportunities of understanding and enjoying 
those countries that lie outside his own 
speciality. Specialism unfortunately means 
c:..a· lusiveness in eo llecting, in sympatlcy, and in 
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philatelic sociability. Nevertheless, it is a 
necessity of the times. It is, indeed, unavoid
able. The stamps of the world arc now so 
numerous that ,·ery few can e\·eo pretend to 
collect everything. As a matter of fact, general 
collecting for most peoplo resoh-es itself into 
picking up odds and ends of a miscellaneous lot 
of countries, and making but a poor show at the 
best. The specialist, on the other hand, by con
centrating his attention on a single country or 
group may hope to reach some sort of complete
ness. The stamps of the world, like the coins of 
the world, are now far too large an order for any 
collector to manage with credit. But the modest 
one country collector who is content to select a 
country within his means, may, by dose study 
and patient and judicious collecting, win the 
admiration of his fellow collectors for complete
ness and condition, the high water marks of all 
collecting . 

What is Specialism ? 

Specialism is the concentration of attention 
on the stamps of one chosen country, or group. 
It means the collection and study of all clearly 
defined rnrieties of engrav ing, printing, paper, 
waterma rk , perforation, and shades of colour, 
a nd some add cancell at ions, proofs, essays, re
prints, and forgerie.c;. 

F rom a specialist"s point of l"iew R postage 
stamp is liable to many rnriations in the proces.-; 
of production. F irst t he design is engrnro. 
Tha t engraving, in after years, may be retouched 
by the engral"er to repair wear and tear, or to 
effect some im provement. Then the stamps are 
printed , first it may be from steel plates, then 
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from lithographic stones. The paper used rnay 
be changed from wove to laid, from thick to 
thin, from plain to coloured. Printing ink. 
even in the best printing establishment, varies 
in shade. Perforating machines wear out, and 
have to be changed. And all these changes, to 
which a postage stamp is liable, give rise to 
varieties that are duly collected, chronicled, and 
classified by the specialist. 

How to Choose a Country. 

The choice of a country must be determined 
either by the money the collector is prepared to 
spend, the time he is able and willing to give to 
its collection and study, or by the facilities he 
may possess for securing such stamps as he needs, 
or by all three combined. 

If the postal issues of a country stretch far 
back into the early days of postal history, then 
quite a little fortune may be needed. Some 
countries are easy to understand and classify, 
but when the issues of a country are complicated 
much time will have to be expended in its study. 

Our older Colonies, such as the Australian, and 
some of the West Indian, make heavy calls upon 
the collector's purse, even in their cheapest form. 
But there are many of our ne\l"er colonies and 
protectorates whose issues have been few as yet, 
and are, therefore, still within the reach of 
modest expenditure. It is from these that the 
young collector should make bis choice for bis 
first experiment in specialising . 

. \ s issues and rnrieties multiply the collector 
of limited time, or means, will have to make 
h1s choice from some of the smaller countries. 
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Fortunately, there are se\·<·ral suitably small 
countries, many of them full of interesting 
an<l historic associations. 

It is b{'tler to tackle a small country that 
on{' may reasonably hope to complete than to 
start with a country that must be sprinkled 
throughout with hopel<•ss blanks. 

A littlc country may seem insignificant at 
first, but as time goes on, and series follows 
series, with now and again an una\·oidable pro
visional or two, the country grows in import
ance, its first issue gra<l ua lly gets absorbed, 
prices risc, some \"alues ripcu into rarities, au<l 
the posscs,or of the c-ompl<>te collect ion of the 
once littl<' country prides himself upon the 
wisdom of his early choi<'e 
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The Stamps of 
The Sudan. 

Ih' way of an elementary lesson in specialising 
let us take one of those newer countries, and go 
through its issues, an<l examine and classify 
them as for a specialised collection. For this 
purpose it would be hard to make a bett~r choice 
than the stamps of the Sudan, an important 
territory under British administration, and 
ranking as a British Colony. Its postal history 
commences with 1897, in which year the then 
current stamps of Egypt were overprinted in 
nntive charncters, and in English with the word 
"Soudan," for use in the reconquered territory. 
Then followed in the next year stamps of special 
design with a camel nnd its rider, and inscribed 
"Sudan Postage," perf. 14, watermarked with 
a cross. The "cross" of tho watermark was said 
to be objectionable to the Mahometan popula
tion, and it is being changed to a multiple 
crescent and star. And there is just one pro
visional, a 5m. on 5 pias, issued in 1903. Very 
little attention has yet been paid to the stamps 
of the Sudan, for they are regarded as being too 
recent, too feW', and too lacking in varieties to 
attract the specialist. It will, therefore, be 
news to many that the stamps of the first issue 
are, like many other first issues, full of interest
ing minor varieties that have passed unnoticed 
and nncatn loguec:l. 
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1897. 

The first postage stamps issuecl for use in 
the Sudan were the current stamps of Egypt 
m·erprinte<l in black with the word "Soudan," 
and over it the equivalent in Arabic characters. 
These stamps were designed for use in the post 
offices between Wadi-Halfa and the Egyptian 
frontier, under the management of the British 
authorities. The chroniclers at the time rather 
hastily announced that the overprint differed in 
type on every stamp in the sheet. On every 
row of the sheet would have been nearer the 
mark. There are six well-defined types of 
the Arabic overprint. What I shall term the 
normal setting has the comma-like characters ln 

the centre and the Inst characters level. The 
types are as follows :-

1. Normal, i.e., commas and last character 
level. 

2. Commas level, but last character dropped. 
3. Second comma and last character, both 

<lropped. 
4. Second comma tailless. 
5. Last character wider spaced. 
6. Central dot omitted from first character. 
The stamps of Egypt which were overprinted 

were in sheets of 120, in two panes of sixty, one 
abo\"e the other, each pane consisting of six 
rows of ten stamps. I have bad the opportunity 
of examining complete panes of each value. 
Each row in each pane ie made up throughout 
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of one of the varieties in the above list, as 
follows:-

lst row, all type I. :Kormal. 
2nd row, all type 3. Second comma and last 

character, both dropped. 
3rd row, all type 2. Commas level but last 

character dropped. 
4th row, all type 5. Last character wider 

spaced. 
5th row, all type 2. Same as 3rd row. 
6th row, all type 4. Second comma tailless. 
Type 6. Central dot omitted from the first 

character. This omitted dot ¥ariety is the first 
stamp in the fifth row of the bottom pane. l 
have found this variety in the 2m. and 3m. only 
It is not to be found in any of the top panes thnt 
I have examined. 

The accompanying photogrnphic reproduction 
of a vertiral row illustrates each variety. 

Wmk. Crescent and Star. Perf. 14. 
Type I. Norma l. 

I m ii. brown. 
2 m iii. gree11. 
3 mils. oron11•. 
5 n1i11. t·armine. 
I piu. ultrnmnrinr. 
2 phs. ornni:e·brown. 
5 piaa. ala!P . 

10 pias. Tic.let . 

Type 2. Commas le\·el , but last clrnrncter 
dropped. 

I mi!. lrown. 
:! mill. gre~u. 
3 mil1 . oron111" 
5 ntill. CDfllllll t'. 
I 11i ... u ltrnmarin• '-
2 11iu. orange-brown. 
5 piaa. •h•te. 

IU pi:u. Tiolet . 
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Type 3. Second comma and last character, 
both dropped. 

I 1nil. brown . 
2 mila. g reen . 
3 mil s. orange. 
5 m ils. co r m in• . 
I pies. ul t rama r ine. 
2 pias. orange bro,.·n. 
5 pies. slat e. 

10 pias. Ti<' l•t. 

Type 4. Second comma tailless. 
I mil. b ro.,.·n. 
2 mila. gree , . 
3 mils. oro uge. 
5 mila. ca rmine. 
I pia&. ultr:imarin•. 
2 piu. orange-brown . 
5 pia.. sl ate. 

IO pins. v1det. 

Type 5. Last character wider spaced. 
1 mil. brown . 
2 mih. green. 
3 mih. oranl!'e. 
5 mih . eorruine . 
I piu. nltr·.1'1larine. 
2 piu. oronge·b ro wn . 
5 piaa. al•t• . 

10 pin1 . .-iolet. 

Type 6. Central dot omitted from first character. 
1 mil. bro" n. 
2 mil1. green. 
3 ruil1. ornnge. 
5 mill. C:l'.rnuoe. 
1 piH. ultramarine. 
2 pias. ornnge·browo. 
5 piaa. slate. 

10 pias. Tiolet. 

Overprint inverted. 
It is stated that only one pane of sixty stamps 

of the 1 millieme value was issued with the over· 
print inverted. It is of course to be found with 
nil the variet ies noted nbO\·e. 

1 m ii. bro..-n. 
In all ai1 nri•tiea of the onrpr int 



1898. 

The Journal Official published at Cairo on 
the 28th February, 1898, contained the follow
ing announcement :-

"New postage stamps of 1, 2, 3, and 5 mill., 
1, 2, 5, and 10 piastres, will be issued on the 
lst March, 1898, for the prepayment of postage 
of letters, &c., originating in the Sudan. A 
stock of these stamps will also be kept at the 
Financial Secretary's office, War Office, Cairo, 
where they may be purchased." 

In accordance with this notice, new stamps of 
the size and design illustrated were pot int-0 
circulation. 

They were printed by l\lessrs. De la Rue, 
watermarked with what has been ,·ariously 
termed a Maltese cross, a quatrefoil, and a 
flower, and perf. J..I. 

They were printed in hro colours, the centre 
in one colour and the frame in another, and 
were arranged in two panes, one abo\'e the 
other, each pane consisting of sixty stamps in 
five horizontal rows of twelve. 

Each pane was surrnunded on the three outer 
sides by two lines of colour, the inner line of 
the colour of the centre, and the outer line 
of the colour of the frame of the stamp. 
Across the centre of the sheet there is 
:'l single line to each pane, formed of the two 
colours, in alternate slips the width of a stamp; 
and in the space betwef'n the panes are two 
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narrow labels, extending across the sheet, com
posed of vertical Jines in a frame, all in the 
colour of the centre of the stamp. 

Wmk. Quatrefoil. Perf. 14. 

1 mil. frame carmine: oentre bro" n. 
2 mil. frame deep browD. ; oeD.tre green . 
S mil. frame green: centre maon . 
Ii m il. frame black ; ceD.tre oarmiD.e. 
1 piaa. frame bro,.n ; centre blue. 
2 piaa. frame blue ; centre black. 
5 p iaa. frame green ; centre brown. 

10 p iaa frame maaYe ; centre black. 
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1903. 

Having run short of the 5 millieme value 
50,000 of the 5 piastres ,-alne were surcharged 
"5 millieme," in black across the centre of 
each stamp. 

One sheet of 120 was found with the surchargP 
in\"erted. 

The overprinting was done in Khartoum. 
This prm·isional was probably caused by the 

change of watermark, a new supply with the 
crescent and star watermark being ordered but 
not received; the hiatus was made good by 
using up a number of the 5 piastres. 

Wmk. Quatrefoil. Perf. 14. 
"5 milliem .. ," r.n 5 piBllrea, green •nd brown. 

Surcharge Inverted. 
5 milliemes, on 5 piH!ro1, green and brown. 
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It as stated that the Soudanese sheikhs 
objected to the watermark cross on the stamps, 
an<l brought the matter to the notice of the 
Sir<lar. Lor<l Kitchener thereupon is said to 
ha\·e gin~n immediate orders that the star and 
crescent watermark was to figure on the next 
issue. 

Whether this story be true or not the Maltese 
cross watermark has been changed for a multiple 
crescent and star watermark. The change 
was effected as the supplies of the objectionable 
watermark were exhausted. The colours remain 
unchanged. 

Wmk. Crescent and Star. l'erf. 14. 
l mil. frame carmine; N!nttt brown_ 
2 m ii_ fr•ml! dl!t'p brown: Cl!~tre gnen. 
3 mil. frame green ; centn maan. 
5 mil. framl! black; centre c•rmine. 
I pi••· fr•me brown; c-Pntre blue. 
:! piu. frame blue; centre bl•ck. 
5 piaa. frame green; Ct!Dtre ~rown. 

lO piu. frame maaTe; rentre blacll. 
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